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General InFOrMaTIOn

All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless otherwise noted.

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours M-Th: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Fr: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930

e-Mail admin@tbaoakland.org
Gan avraham 763-7528

Bet Sefer 663-1683

STaFF

rabbi (ext. 13) Mark Bloom
Cantor (ext. 18) Richard Kaplan

Gabai David Galant
executive Director (ext. 14) Art Rosenberg
Office Coordinator (ext. 10) Aliza Schechter

Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon
Gan avraham Director Wendy Siver

Bookkeeper (ext. 15) Christine Tripod 
Custodians (ext. 11) Joe Lewis, Dennis Moore

Kindergym/Toddler Program Dawn Margolin 547-7726
Volunteers (ext. 28) Herman & Agnes Pencovic

OFFICerS

President  Rick Heeger 336-3044
Vice President Stacy Margolin 482-3153 
Vice President Jerry Levine 336-0565
Vice President Curt Schacker 985-1646 
Vice President Stephen Shub 339-3614 

Secretary  Laura Wildmann 601-9571
Treasurer  Marshall Langfeld 769-6970

COMMITTeeS & OrGanIzaTIOnS

If you would like to contact the committee chairs,  
please contact the synagogue office for phone numbers  
and e-mail addresses.

adult education Women of TBA (Open)
Bet Sefer Parents Miriam Green

Bet Sefer Subcommittee Barbara Gross
Centennial Fund raising Paul & Flo Raskin and 

Alan & Cheryl Silver
Centennial Steering Committee Sandy Margolin

Chesed Warren Gould
Development Laura Wildmann 

Dues evaluation Marshall Langfeld
endowment Fund Herman Pencovic

Finance Marshall Langfeld
Gan avraham Parents Andrea Futter and 

Jo Ilfeld
Gan avraham Subcommittee Samantha Spielman

House Stephen Shub
Israel affairs David Marinoff
Membership Stacy Margolin and 

Jill Rosenthal
Men’s Club Eric Friedman

Publicity & Promotion Sally Ann Berk
ritual Sally Ann Berk

Schools Stacy Margolin 
Social action Bryan Schwartz

Torah Fund Anne Levine
Tree of life Open

Web Site Outi Gould
Women of TBa Open

Youth Steve Fankuchen

directory

Services Schedule
Services Location Time

Monday & Thursday 
   Morning Minyan Chapel 8:00 a.m.
Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) Chapel 6:15 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.

Candle Lighting (Friday)
March 6 5:49 p.m.
March 13 6:56 p.m.
March 20 7:02 p.m.
March 27 7:09 p.m.

Torah Portions (Saturday)
March 7 Tetzaveh
March 14 Ki Tissa
March 21 Vayachel/Pekudei
March 28 Vayikra

TeMPle BeTH aBraHaM
is proud to support the Conservative Movement 

by affiliating with The United Synagogue of 

Conservative Judaism.

Advertising Policy: Anyone may sponsor an issue of The Omer and 
receive a dedication for their business or loved one. Contact us for 
details. We do not accept outside or paid advertising.

The Omer is published on paper that is 30% post-consumer fibers.

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published monthly except July 
and August by Congregation Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94610. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o Temple 
Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610-3232.

© 2009. Temple Beth Abraham. 

   To view the color version, visit www.tbaoakland.org.
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upcoming events

TBA BLOOD DRIVE ON MARCH 15
REGISTER NOW TO GIVE BLOOD! 

Temple Beth Abraham is sponsoring a blood drive on  
Sunday, March 15, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

To sign up to give blood, go to www.beadonor.com, click on Find a Drive at the top of the page, 
and enter the sponsor code: tbaoakland.  From that point it is easy to make your appointment. 

There is always a need for blood and only volunteer donors can fulfill that need for patients in our 
community. Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us will 

need blood in our lifetime.

To volunteer to help that day, call Flo Raskin (510) 653-7947 or Shelley Egger (510) 654-7552.

People of The Book Lover’s Book Fair
Presented by 

Women of Temple Beth Abraham (Sisterhood),  
Parents of Bet Sefer and Gan Avraham, and Laurel Books

Where The Chapel will be transformed  
into a book lover’s paradise.

Dates March 9-15 

Mon., March 9: 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Tues., March 10: 3-6:30 p.m.
Thurs.,March 12: 3-6:30 p.m.

Fri., March 13: 9-2 p.m.
Sun., March 15: 9-4 p.m.

Why? Raise money for the Children’s Libraries & Teachers’ 
Resource Material AND expand your home Judaic library.   

Titles for all age ranges - even adults!  
Some secular offerings too.

How? How can you help?   
Help sell during any of the above times!  

Contact either  
Danielle Saunders at saundersdani@hotmail.com  

or Anne Levine at annelevine@earthlink.net  
to sign up.

We can’t wait for the reading fun to begin! 

Join us on March 21 
for our Wasserman Speaker 

and congregant George Zimmer.

RAZA deSHABBAT

March 20 & May 15 
Friday Evening at 7:30 p.m. 

All services take place in the Chapel.

Raza deShabbat 
(The Mystery of the Sabbath) 
Please join Hazzan Richard Kaplan  

for these participatory Sabbath  
gatherings that emphasize contemplative 

prayer, meditation, Jewish Sacred  
World Music, mystical midrash (textual 

depth-perception), and movement. 

People of T
he Book Lover’s Book Fair
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from the rabbi
What Made You Want to Become a 
rabbi?
I am often asked, “What made you want to 
become a rabbi?”  For me, there was no thun-
der and lightning epiphany.  It was a gradual 
decision that began with my involvement as a 
teenager in the B’nai B’rith Youth Organization 
(BBYO) and continued through minoring in 
Jewish Studies, songleading at local synagogues, 
and beginning to observe Shabbat.  Realizing 
that the job combined Judaism with so many 
things I loved—teaching, studying, speaking, 
working with children, counseling, and being 
with people at the most important times in 
their lives—I decided to make my “life” into my 
“livelihood” some day.  Still, I decided to try the 
business world first, and I took a job with the 
Clorox Company in marketing, or what they call 
“Brand Management.”
One day on the job at Clorox sticks out in my 
mind as the day I decided I needed to become 
a rabbi.  One of my colleagues on the Tilex 
Mildew Remover brand had been promoted to 
a higher position, and when that happens at 
Clorox, you switch brands.  Clorox also owns 
Fresh Step Cat Litter, and for months, my friend 
had been saying he would be happy to go “any-
where but the Cat Litters.”  The day of his pro-
motion came and sure enough, he was assigned 
to work on Fresh Step Cat Litter.  He spent 
what felt like hours crying in my office because 
he would have to work on cat poop instead of 
mildew.  There had to be more important things 
in life, I told myself—things that were actu-
ally worth shedding tears.  It was on that day I 
resolved to get to work on that rabbinical school 
application.

a Shoe, a Show, and a Shin
Hopefully, by now, most of you have seen the 
five-foot tall metal “Shin” on the elevator tower.  
The Shin was made by Los Angeles metal artist 
Gadi Efrat, who makes beautiful metal Judaica 
sculptures, including Chanukiot and Shabbat 
candlesticks.  You can see some of his work for 
yourself at www.gadiart.com.  I want to thank 
the TBA Men’s Club for their generosity in 
funding the purchase and installation of this 
beautiful piece.
As with many things, there’s a story behind it.
First, many have wondered, “Why is there a shin 
on the elevator tower in the first place?”  It’s 

certainly not in the Talmud.  The reason is that 
the Hebrew letter Shin is what traditionally goes 
on a mezuzah, standing for one of God’s names, 
Shaddai.  The elevator tower looks like a giant 
mezuzah for the overall synagogue building.  
Just as a mezuzah serves as a sign of welcome, 
peace, and God’s presence in a Jewish home, our 
elevator serves as a symbol of welcome to the 
broader community, since its very presence is 
what makes our synagogue accessible to all.  The 
Shin hangs about ¾ of the way up the elevator 
tower, just as a mezuzah is placed on a doorway.  
We didn’t feel, however, like we could “lean” the 
elevator tower the same way a mezuzah leans 
into a home.
Acquiring the Shin was quite a story in itself.  
How does one transport a giant Shin from Los 
Angeles to Oakland?  We borrowed a mini-
van (thank you, Jerry and Anne Levine!) and 
decided to make a short family vacation out of 
it last December.  A friend of mine from college 
had offered to host us on the set of a Disney 
Channel sitcom called The Wizards of Waverly 
Place.  We got to meet the cast and watch them 
film an episode.  That was the “show.”
Next, we visited the store Cinderella of 
Boston, located not in Boston, but in Southern 
California.  It is one of the only shoe stores in 
the country that sells women’s shoes in my wife 
Karen’s size of 1½.  We spent a long time in that 
store as Karen tried on every pair of shoes that 
fit her.  That was the “shoe.”
Finally, we went to Gadi Efrat’s studio and 
picked up the giant metal Shin.  I’m still not 
quite sure how it fit into the minivan, but some-
how we wrestled the Shin inside.  
So, that was our trip to Southern California: “a 
show, a shoe, and a shin.”  Every time I look at 
the elevator tower, I will be reminded of that 
mini vacation.  More importantly, though, every 
time we all look at 
the Shin we will be 
reminded that Temple 
Beth Abraham con-
tinues as a communi-
ty where welcoming, 
peace, and the pres-
ence of God permeate 
throughout.
L’shalom,
Rabbi Mark S. Bloom
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president’s message
My Journey to Judaism 
By Rick Heeger

I bow, I sway back and forth, sing out loud and 
mumble. I am davening. Read the words on the 
page, pray silently. Listen to the silence around 
me. Hear the words glorifying G-d. Think about 
what I need to get at Home Depot this after-
noon. Arrrgghh! It was going so well. This is the 
story about a journey back to Judaism that is not 
yet complete. 
I came out of high school with, measured by 
any standard, a strong Jewish identity. Sunday 
school followed by Hebrew School leading to a 
bar mitzvah. I was not enthusiastic about any 
of it but I had friends at the shul and that kept 
my interest. I knew I was Jewish and I was not 
ashamed to say it. And I wasn’t afraid to chase 
Kevin Mashkie around the playground for call-
ing me a “dirty Jew.” I don’t remember if I 
caught him. I went to Jewish day camps but 
started sleep-away camps comparatively late – at 
14. That first month away from home immersed 
in Jewish culture and learning (yes, and fun and 
friends and girls) reinforced the foundation, so 
it seemed, of my Jewish identity. I spent three 
summers as a camper and then three more on 
staff. 
I entered college with my Jewish identity on 
solid ground. But the question is, is a strong 
Jewish identity all one needs to be Jewish? Is eat-
ing at the deli and enjoying Woody Allen movies 
enough? For several years it seemed to be enough 
for me. I wore it on my sleeve, I was proud of 
it and I used it when it suited me. But, no, it’s 
really not enough.
Like many others, for me the passport for my 
journey back to Judaism (as opposed to being 

Jewish – I was already there) is embodied in my 
children. On my first Shabbat at Kindergym, I 
started to relearn my religion. Let’s not forget, 
Judaism is, first and foremost, a religion. There 
are Jewish values that are universal and seem-
ingly secular – community, ethics, humility, 
truth, fairness, compassion, love – but, for us, 
they are fond in the teachings of the religion. 
(That didn’t all come out in that one Shabbat, 
by the way.) As our children progressed through 
Gan Avraham and Bet Sefer, I continued to learn 
with them.
I was not just along for the ride though. I was 
looking for more. I branched out on my own to 
attend learners’ minyans and became a regular at 
Saturday morning Shabbat services. When the 
time was right, I took a Torah Trope class and 
now read Torah regularly. I wish that I could 
avail myself of all the learning opportunities 
we offer at Temple Beth Abraham. Wednesday 
morning Torah study sounds fascinating and 
fun, Oakland Learns Together is a great com-
munity event. I do what I can. I’ve used each of 
my three Rosh Hashanah speeches as opportuni-
ties to research the Jewish “angle” of a topic. All 
three speeches have been rewarding Jewish learn-
ing experiences. 
I am not perfect. My mind still wanders during 
services. Sometimes it’s relevant to what is being 
said, sometimes it’s banal. But I believe that 
participating in shul life, including going to ser-
vices, is a transformative experience and part of a 
continuing education. It will never be complete, 
of course. That’s one of the beauties of Judaism, 
which it is an ongoing relationship with commu-
nity and G-d, with endless opportunities to learn 
and discover and grow.

Rock ‘n Roll Purim
Monday, March 9, 6:15 P.M.

Service, Partial Megilla Reading,  
and Rock ‘n Roll Song Fest!

Full Megilla reading at 8:00 P.M.

Come in Costume!!  All Ages Welcome!
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editor’s message

the

OMER
We cheerfully accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the first of the month preceding publication. 

editor in Chief Lori Rosenthal
Managing editor & 
Traffic Coordinator

Shira Weisbach

layout & Design Jessica Sterling
Calendars Jon Golding

B’nai Mitzvah editor Susan Simon
Midrasha editor Open

Cover David Avidor

upcoming theme:
april

Passover

Copy editors Jessica Dell’Era, Charles Feltman, Lisa Fernandez, Nadine 
Joseph, Richard Kauffman, Jan Silverman, Debbie Spangler, 
James Wakeman

Proofreaders June Brott, Jessica Dell’Era, Lisa Fernandez, Richard Kauffman, 
Outi Gould, Jeanne Korn, Stephen Shub, Susan Simon,  
Debbie Spangler, Shira Weisbach

Distribution Herman Pencovic, Pola Silver, Gertrude Veiss 
Help From People like you!

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610
e-Mail omer@tbaoakland.org

Citrus Sociology
By Lori Rosenthal

This past Monday afternoon, while walking 
down the citrus aisle at Berkeley Bowl, I had an 
epiphany. I had already passed through the navel 
oranges, and was deep in the many varieties of 
satsumas just before the honeybells, when it 
struck me.  And this is the thought I had.  
Our TBA community is a lot like this citrus 
aisle!  We all share enough traits to identify as 
members of the tribe, but just like the many 
varieties of oranges, we have unique character-
istics too.  Some of us are sweet and some are 
quite tart.  Some have a pretty looking shell,  
and others have a wonderful taste but aren’t 
much to look at.  Some are quite thin skinned 
and others have an almost impenetrable exterior.  
Yet we all fit together and collectively add value 
to our larger community. 
Yes…we all have our own stories, varied though 
they might be. And this month’s Omer presents 
a wide cross section of them.  Sid Shaffer shares 
his journey from the East Coast to California in 
the 1950s.  June Brott writes about a recent trip 
to Algiers she took with her husband Gene.  Ulli 
Rotzscher describes his first trip to Israel.  The 
rabbi tells the tale of acquiring our new Shin 
sculpture, and Lisa Fernandez shares what it is like 
being the mom of a 3 year old superhero. Irene 
Weinberg, focusing on Purim, looks at the Esther 
story from an adult viewpoint. These varied sto-
ries, like the people who wrote them, reflect the 
diversity that is the strength of our community.  
Next time you are in the produce aisle at your 
local supermarket, take a look around at the vari-
ety of choices you have.  Remember that image 
when you come to TBA for services, a social 
event, or another reason. It might compel you to 
sample something new.  You just might love it.

Yasher 
Koach 

to 
Lisa Fernandez

for skillfully 
conducting the 

Writer’s Workshop
session on 
February 1. 

 
Great job 

Lisa!
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wtba, our sisterhood
Supported by WTBA – open to all members and friends:

Of Interest to Everyone
Thursday, March 26 7:30 p.m.
People of the Book Club
At the home of Mark and Karen Bloom
Join our lively group as we discuss The Septembers of Shiraz 
by Dalia Sofer. Dalia Sofer was forced to flee post-revolution-
ary Iran at the age of ten after her own father was unjustly 
imprisoned, captures her family’s experiences in this moving, 
semiautobiographical tale.
Go to Amazon.com via the TBA website (www.tbaoakland.
org) to order this and all your reading selections. 

Of Interest to Women
Sunday March 8 9:45 a.m.
Sibley Volcano Trail
Get out of the house on a Sunday morning and let the oth-
ers fend for themselves for 1.5 hours! Join WTBA the second 
Sunday of each month as we hike in our gorgeous nearby 
woods for an hour and a half. We always start at 10:00, are 
back to the start by 11:30 and don’t do anything that requires 
Olympian fitness. 
The March hike will be the Sibley Volcano Trail in Sibley 
Preserve. It is an open, undulating trail with broad vistas. 
We’ll meet in the parking lot at 6800 Skyline at 9:45 a.m. 
Hikers depart promptly at 10:00 and will be back to the 
parking lot by 11:30. For details, contact Judith Klinger at 
kcurls@sbcglobal.net or (510) 482-1609.
Why come? Because it’s nice to take some time for yourself, 
because the women in our shul are great to spend time with, 
and because you can finally bring your dog to a synagogue 
event.
For details, contact Judith Klinger at kcurls@sbcglobal.net or 
(510) 482-1609.

Monday March 23 9:30 a.m. 
Monthly Rosh Chodesh
Rosh Chodesh  Nisan: at the home of Doreen Alper
This month we focus on learning about the Ba-al Teshuvah 
– women who come to Orthodoxy as adults. Add your voice 
and opinion to our group.
There is no fee for the group, however there is a one time 
$15 materials fee for the Rosh Chodesh Guide.  For more 
information or to sign up, contact Alicia von Kugelgen at  
alicia@vonkugelgen.com or (510) 531-1295.

Sunday March 29 2 p.m.
Bread in Jewish Life
In the Social Hall
Childcare available, $5 per child with RSVP
Learn about Bread in Jewish Life – Meaning and Sustenance 
at a special joint meeting of the Women of TBA and the 
Oakland Ruach Hadassah. TBA congregant, freelance food 
historian and writer Faith Kramer will share some of her 
research on the evolution of Jewish bread and its ritual 
importance.
“Like the braids of a challah, the history of bread along with 
its rituals and customs are entwined in Jewish life,” said 
Kramer.  “Besides wine, no other food has such importance 
to us as a symbol.”  While some breads (including matzos, 
challahs and bagels) and their roles in our Jewish lives are 
well known, learning about breads from other places and 
times helps to understand how the Jewish people adapted 
and kept the religion alive throughout the Diaspora.
Please RSVP to Anne Levine at annelevine@earthlink.net or 
(510) 336-0565.

Adult Education
Wednesdays 9 a.m.
Tanach Study
At the Woodminster Cafe
Our weekly “Torah” study sessions at the Woodminster Cafe 
continue. This year, however, we are continuing past the 
Torah part of the Tanach or Hebrew Bible.  We are now in 
the book of Judges.  All levels of knowledge welcome. 

Sunday March 22 10 a.m. 
Ethiopian Israelis
In the Chapel
The remarkable unfinished exodus of the Ethiopian Jews  
of Israel
Presentation, refreshments, Q & A with author Len Lyon
Mr. Lyon uses stunning photographs, audio clips from in-
depth interviews, and music to present the dramatic and 
inspiring stories of Ethiopian Jews struggling to become 
Ethiopian Israelis.  He is the author of The Ethiopian Jews  
of Israel: Personal Stories of Life in the Promised Land –  
a surprising story of diversity, determination and the  
human spirit.
RSVP to Anne Levine at annelevine@earthlink.net or  
(510) 336-0565.
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adult education
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men’s club
Men’s Club Purim Seudah
By Eric Friedman

By the time you read this it will nearly be time for the annual 
TBA Men’s Club Purim Seudah.  We wrestled at length 
with the decision about what entertainment to offer.  The 
last two years we had a talent show that impressed everyone.  
My personal favorite was watching Evan Kharrazi’s amaz-
ing dance moves (Congratulations to Evan, by the way, on 
those gold medals at the Maccabi ArtsFest.).  And how many 
Synagogues have a Rabbi and Rebbetzin who can lead a 
crowd in Kenny Rogers’ The Gambler?
But after two years, the acts were getting progressively harder 
to top, and let’s face it, I can’t come close to the David 
Mendelsohn impression of Rodney Dangerfield. 
Luckily, inspiration found us on the dance floor at this year’s 
Gala.  TBA has some great dancers, and so for Purim we 
decided to go with a tried and true formula, a dinner/dance 
party.  In Quattro Formaggi, we’ve got a quartet that prom-
ises to play Swing, Bossa Nova, and an array of other dance-
able Latin rhythms.  Tehiyah parents and faculty will recog-
nize the percussionist as their school’s own Katja Cooper.
And with David Lenik and his crew in the kitchen, well, that 
always leads to big smiles all around.
Since I’m sharing behind the scenes information about how 
these parties come together, I’d like to let you in on another 
secret: They’re not fundraisers!  

Yes, it’s true, we run these and many other events pretty 
much at cost.  Some years we make a little profit, but I 
always warn myself not to try to work out our hourly wages 
because that way lies madness.  The bottom line is this:  
We’re not doing it for the money.  
“What’s that?” you say. “Not doing it for the money? But... 
but... but... why?”
I’m glad you asked!  Here it is then, the truth, revealed!
The Men’s Club is all about building stronger ties within our 
community.  We’re happiest when our efforts help enrich all 
of our time together:  socially, intellectually, culinarily, and 
spiritually.  Yes, we collect dues and raise money at our poker 
tournaments, but every dime goes back into the commu-
nity.  You see, we believe that our Shul’s members come for 
a variety of reasons (often the schools), but they stay and get 
involved for only one reason: they enjoy spending time with 
one another.  
It follows that if we can increase the opportunities for you to 
have a good time, feel connected, and enjoy yourself, we’re 
pretty sure you’ll stick around.  And when the real fundrais-
ing happens, you’ll want to do the right thing and support 
our Shul.
So, please:  come, have a good time, and make new friends.  
We’d love to see you there.

Give a New Mom or Dad an Hour to Shower

A perfect mitzvah for those with daytime flexibility.

Volunteers needed to provide short daytime sits free of charge  
to our new moms and dads allowing them to shower,  

get a haircut or just take a walk. 
Interested sitters should contact us at womenoftba@tbaoakland.org.

Do you have time to  
help deliver TBA’s  

new members baskets?

If so, please contact  
me at staschm@aol.com  

or by phone  
(510) 482-3153. 
— Stacy Margolin

Bali Chai: TBA Schools Auction
MAY 3, 2009

Can You Help?

Please contact Billy Gentry at wdg4@sbcglobal.net 

or Molli Rothman at molli@rothman-consulting.com.  

There are plenty of volunteer jobs available.

The TBA Blood Drive  
is Sunday March 15 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

To volunteer to help  
that day, call Flo Raskin  

(510) 653-7947  
or Shelley Egger  
(510) 654-7552.

volunteer bulletin board
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gala at tba
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everyone’s got a story

Continued on page 10

Serendipity on the Streets of Tel aviv
By Lisa Tabak

Jeff and I were recently in Israel for 10 days on a family trip. 
We arrived in Tel Aviv at 10 p.m. and were starving, so ven-
tured out to get a bite to eat.  Standing at a street corner we 
heard: “Hey Lisa and Jeff ” Lo and behold it was TBA mem-
ber Darren Lipski!

Photo of Lisa, Darren and Yamit Avital at that  
wonderful moment in time.

adventure in algiers
By June Brott

There are no more Jews in Algiers. That’s what we were told 
during a ten-day stay in Algeria where, in October-November 
2008, my husband,  Gene Brott, presented lectures on legal 
ethics to Algerian judges. 
In the 1700s, Algiers was headquarters of the infamous 
Barbary Coast pirates, who plundered American ships and 
sold captured people into slavery. (One famous captive was 
Cervantes, who supposedly wrote Don Quixote while waiting 
five years for Spain to ransom him.) 
Algeria generally seems unequipped to serve Western visi-
tors, so we were grateful to find Abdul, an English-speaking 
tour guide, translator, and journalist. He safely guided us 
through the still mysterious Casbah (the word means “for-
tress”),  a vast 17th century walled former citadel on the 
Mediterranean, and now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
In the Casbah, Jews and Arabs lived, crowded together, for 
centuries. Today the Casbah is a dreary, dirty, often dangerous 
place, its labyrinthine alleys so narrow that only donkeys can 
haul trash up and down the steep stone passageways. Abdul 
pointed out Muslim houses displaying a half moon and five-
pointed star, and he showed us a rickety house, a once-Jewish 
dwelling, with a very old Star of David. The former Casbah 
synagogue was converted into a mosque after 1962. 
We visited the Algiers Jewish cemetery, located on two levels 

of the hilly St. Eugene cemetery. A large, Moorish-designed 
building holds the names and photographs of Jewish soldiers 
killed in both WWI and WWII, with documents attesting to 
the outstanding contributions of a once flourishing Algerian 
Jewish community. Like other Algerians, Jews believed that 
in return for defending French North Africa against the 
Germans, France would bestow independence on Algeria 
after a 130-year occupation. France’s broken promise helped 
launch the brutal war for independence, 1954-1962.
The area and graves around the large memorial, maintained 
by France, were well kept, but vandalism increased as we 
walked up the hill. Tombstones were overturned, broken, 
vaults were smashed; food wrappers and empty beer cans 
were strewn around. Vandals even made benches from broken 
headstone pieces. We were told that some people steal tomb 
marble to use in their kitchens! The very very worst: a human 
leg bone amid debris. We glimpsed teenagers climbing over 
a fence, carrying a bag probably containing alcoholic  drinks, 
scouting out a place for a cemetery outing. 
At Martyrs Square, we browsed through the annual 
November memorial to the Algerian thousands killed during 
the war against France. Algeria’s post-independence govern-
ment, distancing itself from France, began Islamicizing the 
country, which set the stage for ensuing decades of violence 
and civil war. Although Jews had lived in Algeria since 
Roman times, and the fifth century Berber Queen Kahina 
was Jewish, Jews were nevertheless considered “Europeans” 
by Islamists, who furthered the existing anti-Semitism by 
spreading rumors that Algerian Jews were Mossad spies. 
After Israel’s 1967 war, synagogues and Jewish property were 
destroyed, physical assaults increased, and most Jews left for 
good.
Abdul told us he fears Muslim fundamentalists who, as 
recently as 2002, slit the throats of women wearing un-Islam-
ic clothing. The growing influence of political Islam is seen 
and felt, he says, in the streets, mosques, schools, parliament, 
and in women’s dress – more headscarves and “raincoats.”  
Risking to exercise “freedom of speech” could get him killed 
or at least imprisoned, he said. As a reporter, he uses a differ-
ent name. 
After Algeria, our next stop was France, where, in Arcachon 
and in Bordeaux, we met many Jews who had fled Algeria 
and other North African countries. They are part of the lesser 
known “other refugees,” who have many instructive and 
sobering tales to tell.

a Purim Perspective
By Irene Weinberg

I have no childhood memories of Purim celebrations. 
Growing up in Brooklyn, New York, there is no recollec-
tion of any parties or masks. No stories of Esther charming 
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the King, and effecting a salvation for the Jews. Rather, an 
examination of the Purim story which leaves more questions 
than answers.  My questions are in italics interspersed with 
my take on the story (below).
Esther was a nice Jewish girl, raised to be thrifty, virtuous, 
charming, modest and beautiful by her uncle (and surrogate 
father) Mordechai. Mordechai must have been astute, clever, 
intelligent and far seeing.
Was he already touched by God to place Esther as he did?
Mordechai tells his virgin niece that he wants her to enter 
the King’s harem; play the game to become first wife; use 
only her secular name of Esther, not her Hebrew name of 
Hadassah;  assimilate completely...or at least to the extent 
that she will not been known to be Jewish.
Did the head eunuch know she was a Jew?
So Esther learns to play the game. She is very successful; 
(which might imply something about our modest young 
lady) and becomes chief wife to the King, Ahashverus.
Would it have been possible for non  royalty or member of a 
princely family to become first wife?
There she is...living a life of assimilated ease. We can assume 
she does not celebrate Shabbat, not keep kosher, nor study 
Torah, nor observe the holidays. And she tells no one of her 
religion.
Then, Mordechai changes the rules on her. “Listen, sweetie,” 
he says. “I’ve heard that there is a plot afoot to kill all the 
Jews in the kingdom, and I want YOU to go to the king, and 
get him to stop it!”
“Are you out of your blooming mind?” responds Esther, 
(“and don’t call me ‘sweetie’”).
As a relative, was Mordechai allowed to meet with Esther pri-
vately? Had they been meeting all along? Did Haman know 
Esther & Mordechai were related? Did he not care?
“Listen, darling, you had better comply with my request, 
because if you don’t we shall be saved, but you won’t!
Did Mordechai put a heavy load of guilt on Esther because of 
the life she was living? Why did she believe his threat?
“Well, since you put it that way, OK (and I have a name, and 
it’s not ‘darling’”).
So Esther goes to the king; invites him to dinner (not once 
but two nights) includes Haman (who must be a sucker for 
flattery) then remarking that it’s too bad the king had such 
a good time...but there will be no more good times, Charlie, 
since she is Jewish and therefore doomed to die (and it is very 
hard to give a dinner from the Great Beyond).
Haman panics; Ahashuverus says to Esther, “OK, Love ....let 
your people do unto the others before it gets done to them.”
So the Jews slaughter their enemies (in the countryside 

for one day, in Shushan for two); Haman and his kids get 
hanged, and the king knows he can have as many dinners 
with Esther as he wishes.
What is the role of the assimilated Jew in Jewish history?
Should we be more accepting of secular Jews?
What is the place of the assimilated Jew in the non Jewish 
society? Can Jews ever have a sense of security?
How can those who believe that Jewish disasters are caused 
by Jews failing to follow Torah explain the miracle of Purim; 
Jews saved by Jews who did not follow Torah?
It is wise to stay close to the source of power. It is also safer.

The Jewish Superhero Club
By Lisa Fernandez 

My son’s recent entry into the Gan’s Jewish superhero 
club has led directly to my own improved well-being and 
enhanced spirituality.
If you’re wondering how Noah pretending to be Batman or 
shooting imaginary Spiderman webs from his outstretched 
fingers has helped me personally, here’s the lowdown. Since 
entering Kitah Bet this fall, my 3-year-old is now a much 
happier being. And when he’s happier, we’re all happier.
Because of my work schedule and location, my husband, 
Bob, and I had sent our children, Milah, 6, and Noah to 
secular preschools. They were OK. But when an unexpected 
situation occurred at Noah’s school earlier this year, the Gan 
graciously allowed us to transfer Noah into Kitah Bet a week 
after it started.
Whether it’s his innate personality, or the fact that he’s 3, or 
a combination of the both, Noah is high maintenance, stuck 
in his ways, and, truth be told, a kid who may be able to win 
any tantrum contest set before him.
The old preschool didn’t help much. Every morning, Noah 
would grump that he didn’t want to go to school. He wasn’t 
much happier in the evenings, either.
Not so after he started school at the Gan. Noah can’t wait to 
don his Batman shirt and buddy up with his new group of 
like-minded pals, who race around the yard with him singing 
neener-neeener-neener-neeener….Batman! Or make shoosh-
ing noises as they sling make-believe webs to wrap up the bad 
guys. Mornings are happier. Noah’s psyched to go to school. 
And as a bonus on top of the superhero club, Noah has also 
started to recognize Hebrew songs, prayers and take the 
unprecedented step of eating poppy seed challah. I’m crediting 
the Gan for Noah’s better behavior, which, as I said above, has 
led to happier after school life at home for all of us. And my 
own enhanced spirituality? Since Noah is now so comfortable 
and happy at the Gan, I can also drop him off at childcare 
during Shabbat services without a fuss because he knows his 
buddies from the Jewish superhero club will be there. Last 
week, I kissed him and his sister goodbye, leaving them on the 
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yard, in the capable hands of the Gan teachers for 45 minutes. 
That meant 45 minutes of peace for me. 45 minutes of sitting 
in the chapel on Shabbat, in the grown up services, listening 
to Rabbi Bloom’s sermon, something I have never been able 
to do before. So, here’s my formal thanks to the Gan and 
Spiderman and the boys in the Jewish superhero club.

We’ve Come a long Way Baby
By Sid Shaffer

The weather was cold with a heavy dusting of snow on the 
ground as we made our way from Malden to the main high-
way in Boston leading to New York.  My brother, Doody, a 
veteran of 35 missions as a navigator in a B-17 over Europe 
was to tell Ma that he dropped me off at the train station 
for my trip to California when in reality I had a sign that 
read “California bound Via” in white letters on a black card, 
and in chalk was my first destination – New York. It was in 
March 1950.
My first ride was with a dress salesman, Jay Steinberg, 
who surprisingly was the nephew of Arthur Miller, the 
famous playwright.  Not only did he take me to New York 
but he lived only 2 blocks from the family I planned to stay 
with there. As I waited for him as he made his customer call I 
noticed he had a camera in the back seat of his car and asked 
if he’d be kind enough to take my picture holding my sign 
in front of my car.  I took his business card with his home 
address so that, if indeed, I got to California I would write 
him so that he could mail me the picture you see here.
After New York, I traveled to Philadelphia where I lived with 
Ngee Gwak Fan for a few weeks.  We met in the third grade 
when he, at age 17 – arrived from China to help his father 
in Moy’s Laundry.  It was my good fortune that the school 
placed Fan in my third grade class.  Even though he was 17 
and I was 8, we became good friends.  Now at ages 84 and 
93, we still keep in touch and visit in person. I was running 
low on the little cash I saved from my Army days so I went 
to an employment agency and asked for a job. They said 
there was work for hand painting lamp shades but they only 
wanted women to which I replied, “I’ll put on a dress – give 
me the job.” They did and I didn’t have to put on a dress. 
While in Philly I got in touch with Rabbi Aaron Decter 
whom I knew from my hometown.  He asked me my itiner-
ary and I told him my destination was Oakland, CA where 
I would be with an old high school friend, but I had no idea 
what I would do to support myself.  Rabbi Decter suggested 
that I call on his colleague, Rabbi Philip Lipis, at Temple 
Beth Abraham, which I did and through his contact with 
a TBA congregant Jerry Cherin, owner of the 10th Street 
Workingman’s Clothing Store, I was able to get a job at $40 
a week. 
Two weeks later, Rabbi Lipis asked me to come to his home 
at which time he urged me to become an active member 
of TBA.  I pleaded with the Rabbi to be patient with me 

inasmuch as I 
was new to the 
community – 
but he was not 
pleased with my 
response. 
There was to 
be an election 
of officers and 
he advised that 
if the current 
president who 
had been serv-
ing for 13 years, 
was re-elected 
he would resign 
because of an 
unpleasant 
history.  The 
president was 
re-elected and 
Rabbi Lipis promptly resigned and left for Chicago where he 
took over a small congregation of 300 families and left 20 
years later, after having built the Highland Park Synagogue to 
900 families.   Later he retired and moved to L.A.
I met Ethel at a Mother’s Day Dance at the old JCC on 
14th Street.  In 1951 we were married at home on Fruitvale 
Avenue by Rabbi Greenberg of Beth Jacob using rented 
chairs and having the reception in the back yard.  
In 1971, TBA asked me to serve as President.  I accepted on 
the condition that someone contact Rabbi Lipis and ask him 
to come and do my installation.  My old dear friend the late 
Herman Hertz located him in L.A. and he agreed to be my 
installing officer.  He paid me a very generous compliment 
during his remarks when he said “if the man I’m installing as 
your president today was president when I was Rabbi here, 
I would still be here.”  Tragically, a few years later when he 
came here as a scholar-in–residence, he died as the result of 
an auto accident. 
I never felt competent enough to lead a minyan or chant 
a haftarah or Torah reading, and I suspect my involve-
ment in the Jewish community was to compensate for my 
lack of synagogue skills. A bit of ancient history that has a 
bearing on my story, my Jewish education was with Rabbi 
Schneiderman, an Orthodox old-timer.  He made a class-
room out of his living room with eight desks.  Five days a 
week I’d go to his cheder and each Sunday my mother would 
give me fifty cents to pay him.  How about that for an edu-
cational bargain? 
I was Bar Mitzvahed in 1937 with another boy (Marty 
Nissenbaum) whose father ran the local pool hall.  It was a 

Continued on page 16
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Save the Date! TBA Schools Auction 
By Hilary Altman
If you like tropical breezes, tiki torches, and delicious 
drinks with little umbrellas you’ll love this year’s TBA 
auction on Sunday, May 3.  Please save that date for 
this year’s auction with the theme Bali Chai!!  This year 
we are offering a discount to anyone who RSVPs with 
payment by Thursday, April 23.  So look for your invita-
tion in the mail and get that RSVP back to us early – 
You’ll save $2 on admission to a great event.

TBA is very lucky to have Jing Piser as our gourmet chef 
for this year’s event.  She is already planning a delight-
ful evening of island-themed food.  For only $28 if you 
RSVP by Thursday, April 23 ($30 at the door) you’ll get 
an amazing meal, from appetizers to drinks and dinner 
entrée to desserts.  The senior & student discounted 
rate is only $18 with that early RSVP ($20 at the door) 
if you’re over 60 or have a current student ID.

Beyond mouth-watering delights and lovely decorations, 
we have some amazing items offered for bid, including 
a vacation at a beach house in Mexico, various wine 
gifts and winery tours, and childcare on New Year’s Eve!  
With so many reasons to attend the auction on Sunday, 
May 3 this year, make sure you RSVP early.  We are also 
still asking for donations of items for this year’s auc-
tion.  You should have received a donation form in your 
TBA January mid-month mailing.  If you misplaced your 
auction donation form, please email aliza@tbaoakland.
org or auction solicitation chair Tosha Schore at tosh-
aschore@gmail.com.  There’s also a link to the dona-
tion form through the TBA website under fundraising 
– Click on “Save the Date: TBA Schools Auction” under 
Upcoming Events. 

gan avraham bet sefer

Youth Group CalenDar 
Please mark your calendars for the following  

future events for kids in Grades 4 - 6:

Sunday, March 29
Chocolate Seder

Sunday, April 26
Earth Day Activity, including the movie “Earth”

Sunday, May 17
Final event of year – Day at an amusement park

For more information email Dina or Phil Hankin  
at DinaHankin@aol.com.

Purim at the Gan
By Wendy Siver, Gan Director

Purim is the perfect children’s holiday. At the Gan, children 
will be involved in dressing up in costumes, baking haman-
taschen, acting out the story of Esther and Mordecai, and 
drowning out the name of the evil Haman. Teachers will tell 
the story of Esther and Mordecai, helping children to learn 
of the courage, faith, and values of the Jewish people. Of 
course, Purim would not be complete without our annual 
Purim play.  For 25 years, the Gan staff, along with a special 
guest, have performed our version of the Purim story for 
the children, parents, and guests of the Gan. The staff will 
participate as the narrator, the inquisitive little child, King 
Ahasuerus, Mordachai, and Haman. The biggest laugh comes 
when our very own Rabbi Bloom (our surprise guest—so 
don’t tell) enters as a very glamorous Queen Esther. Have a 
happy Purim! 
If you have any questions about enrollment at Gan Avraham, 
please e-mail Wendy at Wendy@tbaoakland.org  or call (510) 
763-7528. 
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Cooking in Kiteh Bet.
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Yasher Koach Susan Simon
By Barbara Gross

Over the last two and a half years, Susan Simon participated in an innovative, professional development program for Jewish 
educational leaders, called the Goldman-Mandel Teacher Educator Institute (MTEI). MTEI is a community-based version 
of a national program aimed at creating a cadre of Jewish educational leaders who have the knowledge and capacity to design 
and implement ongoing learning opportunities for their teachers. Locally, it is funded by the Richard and Rhoda Goldman 
Fund of San Francisco and the Mandel Foundation, in cooperation with the Bureau of Jewish Education of San Francisco.
The Bay Area program involved 30 educators from 11 different schools. They spent the last two and a half years learning 
together and bringing new knowledge, ideas and practices to their institutions. 
Current educational research strongly supports the idea that schools which provide good education for young people are 
places where teachers are highly qualified and there is a thriving professional environment for teachers.  Susan heartily 
embodies these ideals!  Gail Dorph, National MTEI Director, commented, “Susan is such a special person … her spirit, her 
sense of commitment, her sense of humor.”
As the chair of the Bet Sefer Subcommittee I have had the pleasure of working with Susan over the last few months.  I am 
constantly impressed by the many ways Susan works to achieve the highest quality of teaching and learning.  She hires high-
ly qualified teachers who have a passion for teaching Hebrew and Judaica.  She brings many ideas to make religious school 
fun and educational.  Her sense of commitment is exemplified by the numerous projects she has implemented to support 
the community at large, our congregation and each individual student.  
For example, the annual Tu B’Shevat perishable food drive provides funding and food for our Oakland community during a 
time when donations are typically low.  Susan instituted and continues to lead the monthly Jr. Congregation – a ruach-filled 
teaching service for our young people to practice the prayers they learn during classroom time.  For the first time this year, 
many students are learning and reading from the Torah during these services.  Susan developed a Kashrut program as part 
of the Kitah Hay curriculum, in which each student is asked to increase his/her observance of Kashrut by “one degree” for 
a week.  In many cases this becomes a project which touches the student’s whole family.  Every year there are new ideas and 
projects—look for more family educational programs in the next year.  
Susan brings her dedication to us and to our children with a wonderful spirit and a terrific sense of humor.
On behalf of the Bet Sefer School Committee, please join me in wishing Susan a Yasher Koach for her MTEI program 
accomplishments, and in giving heartfelt thanks for all the wonderful ways she helps us teach our children about mitzvot, 
t’fillah and community.

extra! extra! read all about It!*
By Susan Simon

Have I got a scoop for you!  You know, every year the Bet 
Sefer students get to enjoy a fabulous carnival replete with 
games, booths, prizes, hot dogs, cotton candy, and tons of 
fun.  Well this year, in addition to the carnival, the students 
were going to enjoy a Shushan Tea Party.  Plans had been in 
the works for months; no expense was spared; blood, sweat 
and tears were aplenty.  The excitement was building, antici-
pation made it hard for the students to sit still and concen-
trate.  But, lo and behold, when we went to brew the tea for 
the party, IT WAS GONE!  We looked in the Gan rooms.  
No tea.  We looked in the Chapel.  Nope, not there either.  
We searched through every nook and cranny of the sanctu-
ary and had no luck.  We even checked the broom closet, but 
that tea was nowhere to be found.
What were we to do?!  Purim was barreling down on us, and 
our party was on the verge of ruin.  There was nothing to do 
but buy more tea.  So we trudged down to our local market, 
scoured the aisle, and purchased more of our precious tea.  
We arrived back at the synagogue, exhausted, but gratified 

that our party would not have to be cancelled.  
Erev party, there we were, all the decorations were hung, the 
party was all set out, we went to brew the tea, and you will 
NEVER believe it – our stash of tea was gone AGAIN!  Well, 
as you can imagine, we were behind (oops, I mean beside) 
ourselves.  How could such a tragedy have happened to us 
again?  Who would be so incredibly cruel as to steal from the 
mouths of our thirsty students?  It was outrageous!  Someone 
had to pay!
A thorough search was fruitless.  There was no tea to be 
found anywhere.  Our party was a flop – how CAN you have 
a Shushan Tea Party without any tea?  (sigh!)
If anyone knows who the tea thief is, please turn him/
her over to me for justice.  It just isn’t right to be sad for 
Purim and we so want to have a frolicking good time at our 
Carnival!  
Very truly yours,
The Purim Mayven aka, Susan Simon
*And this story is a Purim bubbe meise (like an April Fool’s 
joke). Chag Sameach!
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Tehiyah: a Story of Curiosity, Community,  
and Connection
By Debbie Rosenfeld-Caparaz

Tehiyah Day 
School’s story 
began in 1979 
when a small 
group of parents 
founded the school 
to provide their 
children with a 
superb education 
in a pluralistic 
Jewish community 
– a mission we 
continue to honor. 
From its origi-
nal 15 students, 
Tehiyah has grown 
into a unique and 
vibrant commu-
nity of almost 300 
strong. While most of the students hail from nearby cities, 
Tehiyah’s 30-year tradition of excellence motivates one fam-
ily to drive its two children over an hour from Sonoma every 
morning.
The Sonoma children are not the only ones thirsting to be 
part of Tehiyah’s mission to inspire curiosity, a strong sense 
of community, and a vibrant connection to Judaism. Bathea 
James, our head of school, recently shared a letter a mother 
wrote her with the school’s board of trustees. The letter 
recounts a story from winter vacation about the mother find-
ing her daughter fully dressed in the middle of the night 
because she was hoping she could go to school in the morn-
ing. This is further proof we’re doing our job as educators to 
create an environment our students long to go to every day.
In addition to creating a zest for lifelong learning, Tehiyah 
shapes socially responsible and culturally aware youth. Our 
third-graders started a project in February to collect pennies 
(or higher monetary denominations) to help save the rain 
forests in Ecuador, Columbia, and Peru. For Tu BShevat, 
Tehiyah’s fifth, sixth, and seventh-graders joined other day 
schools in the area to plant 80 trees in San Francisco’s John 
McClaren Park. At Tehiyah’s expense, 80 additional trees are 
being planted in Israel. 
Cultural diversity is also emphasized at Tehiyah. The kinder-
garteners celebrated Chinese New Year by making egg rolls, 
learning some Chinese calligraphy, and having a holiday 
feast. The festivities were capped with the kindergarteners’ 
annual dragon parade through the campus. Older grades 
lined the halls to cheer on the younger students who wore 
masks and carried their hand-painted dragon.

To learn more about Tehiyah’s warm, nurturing community, 
please contact Amy Utstein at 510.233.3013 ext. 239 or 
autstein@tehiyah. Or, if you’re interested in attending our 
school benefit, Two Nights, One Community, on March 7 or 
8, registration information is available at www.tehiyah.org/
twonights.pdf.

OHDS Update
By Melanie Marcus

Oakland Hebrew Day School invites you to the following 
educational events – all free of charge:
OHDS Learns Together 
Tuesday, February 24th ~ Erev Rosh Chodesh Adar 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at OHDS

Come prepare yourself for Purim with these out of the ordi-
nary topics, presented by the cream of the crop speakers!
Rabbi Bloom will be discussing Jews in Baseball!  Come 
learn from local Rabbis and community educators at this 
exciting program.  Childcare will be provided (RSVP 
required for childcare: Call Melanie at 531-8600, ext. 26).
A special screening of the upcoming documentary film 
Crime After Crime 
Sunday, March 8 • 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at OHDS

In 2002 Joshua Safran, an Orthodox Jew and land-use law-
yer (and OHDS parent), was approached by fellow attor-
ney Nadia Costa about some pro-bono work – would he 
like to help her free Deborah Peagler, a battered women 
wrongfully incarcerated for over two decades?  Safran saw 
the case as a chance to wage a crucial battle for justice and 
to fulfill the Jewish prayer of matir asurim, releasing the 
imprisoned. Over the course of their effort to prove that 
Peagler now has the right to present evidence of domestic 
violence that was never heard before in court, her defense 

Simone Rotman is surrounded by family under the chuppah  
as she receives her first Chumash.
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team reveals a cover-up of perjured testimony reaching the 
highest levels of the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office.  
Screening followed by Q&A with Peagler’s legal defense 
team. 
Father’s Only Night 
With Rabbi Judah Dardik and Van Metaxes, MFT 
Wednesday, March 18 • 7:15 – 9:00 p.m.

Calling all Dads….this annual parent education program 
continues to yield great response.  This class will speak to 
fathers with children of all ages.  
Oakland Hebrew Day School  - A School, A Home, A 
Promise.  Come see it for yourself.  It would be our plea-
sure to take you on a personal tour of the OHDS campus.  
To schedule your tour or for more information on these 
adult education classes, contact Melanie Marcus at (510) 
531-8600, ext. 26 or mmarcuus@ohds.org.  We are building 
a stronger Jewish community, one family at a time.

The Story of How CCJDS Came To Be
By Amy Wittenberg, Admissions Director

Once upon a time, way back in 1999, Mila Wichter, had an 
idea to create a Jewish Day School in Contra Costa County.  
Mila had just graduated from the Wexner Heritage Program.  
With her new knowledge and motivation to create change in 
the Jewish community, Mila set out to find support for her 
Day School idea.  She discussed the idea with rabbis, educa-
tors, and leaders of the community; quickly she found people 
excited to embark with her on the journey to build a school.  
At an oneg after Shabbat services she talked to Karla Smith, 
who also was passionate about Jewish education and enthu-
siastically joined Mila in getting the school off the ground.  
Critical to the early success was support, guidance and a 
grant from the Partnership in Excellence in Jewish Education 
(PEJE).

Dean Goldfein was hired as Head of School and without 
teachers, classrooms or a reputation, CCJDS held its first 
Open House.  Based on their vision and mission of the 
school, they set up a classroom complete with a frog from 
Dean’s wife’s (Dr.Tamira Elul) lab.  In the fall of 2001, 
CCJDS opened its doors to 23 students in Kindergarten 
through 3rd grade.  In an effort to keep our story short, 
we jump forward to this year, and CCJDS is now a thriv-
ing well-respected school with 114 students in Kindergarten 
through 8th grade in Lafayette.  A new school building 
will open this summer with stunning views of the Lafayette 
Reservoir and Mount Diablo.  
When Mila reflects on the growth and success of the school, 
she says “There simply are no words to describe how I feel.  I 
kvell when I see this.”  At CCJDS we are counting our bless-
ings and looking ahead to more “happily ever after”.
CCJDS is now accepting applications.  Interested families 
are invited to visit and learn more about the school and take 
a tour of our new building under construction.  Call Amy 
Wittenberg, Admissions Director, to set up a visit at (925) 
284-8288.  Also please visit our NEW website: www.ccjds.org.

Midrasha in Berkeley Update
By Diane Bernbaum

Remember last month I told you that Midrasha in Berkeley 
invites you to our annual Seudah?  This year it will be held 
on Sunday, March 15 at 5 p.m. at Congregation Netivot 
Shalom, 1316 University Avenue in Berkeley.  Our speaker 
this year is Rabbi Lee Bycel speaking on “The Jew as Global 
Citizen:  Our Responsibility to Pursue Justice.” Tickets 
are $72 and can be arranged through the Midrasha office, 
843-4667.  The Seudah is always a wonderful event.  The 
food is delicious, the ambience is amazing and the best part 
is that you will be helping Midrasha remain fiscally sound 
and you will be providing an excellent Jewish education for 
a local teen.  If you can’t come, consider buying a few raffle 
tickets.  Prizes include Disneyland tickets, a weekend at Sea 
Ranch and a week at a timeshare in New Orleans.
Consistent with this month’s Omer theme, let me tell you 

about the story that’s grabbing me these days.  Last spring 
at Midrasha one of our long-time teachers, Erica Crowell 
Altobelli, taught a class based on the book by Daniel 
Mendelsohn entitled The Lost, A Search for Six of the Six 
Million.  I knew that if Erica had chosen the book, it would 
be very special and this summer I finally took the time to 
take a copy home and read it.  It definitely is one of the 
best books I’ve ever read and I’m a hard person to please.  
Mendelsohn is a professor of Classics at Bard College.  His 
grandfather and most of his grandfather’s siblings immi-
grated to this country long before the Second World but 
one sibling remained in Europe.  Mendelsohn tells the story 
of piecing together the lives of his great aunt and uncle and 
their daughters.  He weaves it together in a way that is not 
unlike the Greek classics that Mendelsohn studies in his 
professional life and it’s one of the finest bits of writing I’ve 
read in a long while.  Enjoy.
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everyone’s got a story, cont.

question of who was worse.  All we did was read the Barachot 
before the Torah Reading after which the few ladies in the 
balcony threw little brown paper bags with candy at us.  In 
attendance were maybe 25 men.  The “reception” was at our 
house with a dozen minyanaires having lunch and I gave a 
very brief speech in Yiddish. 
I became involved in different aspects of Jewish life by serv-
ing in such activities as President of TBA, President of the 
United Synagogues of Northern California, Chair of the 
Northern California Branch of the University of Judaism (in 
L.A.), Vice President of the Oakland JCC, on the Admissions 
Committee for the Home for Jewish Parents with my good 
friend Reba Schechtman, and Cash Collections Chair for the 
East Bay Federation 
All the above are very important parts of our varied Jewish 
Community but Ethel and I feel the greatest attachment to 
TBA. It’s here that we have made lifelong friends. We’ve trav-
eled together, enjoyed many simchas, cried together, laughed 
together, and taken pleasure in mind stimulating sermons 
and lectures.  In the years Ethel and I have been active with 
TBA including her stint as a Sisterhood President, we have 
seen many Rabbis come and go. Our children Harris, David, 
and Mary had Bar and Bat Mitzvahs here at TBA and David 
was married here.  We’re delighted with the progress TBA is 
making under the leadership of Rabbi Mark Bloom and the 
music of Cantor Richard Kaplan and especially of our presi-
dents and board members. In the seven years we’ve grown 
with Rabbi Bloom, I can say many things but I guess the 
phrase “We’ve come a long way Baby!” pretty well sums up 
my trip West and my experiences with the shul. 

My First Journey to eretz Israel
By Ulli Rotzscher

My parents and most of my friends, Jewish and Gentile 
alike, had all been to Israel. For me, it started all out with a 
“Shnapsidea”(irrational, spur of the moment) when I was at 
an emotional low point in my life and needed a change of 
scenery. Finally, to paraphrase Golda Meir on her meeting 
with Anwar Sadat, “What took you so long?”
It was midnight when I arrived in Tel Aviv without my suit-
case and had to get to Old Jaffa. Fortunately the hostel’s front 
door was open and I went upstairs to the roof where people 
were still sitting in groups talking. I was offered to sleep on 
the roof and considering the warmth of the night I accepted 
the little adventure. It was so nice that I decided to spend 
the next two nights up there. At 5 a.m. the muezzin from 
the nearby mosque called to prayer. As I opened my eyes, the 
first thing I saw was the Israeli flag – to my utter delight.
I began by exploring Old Jaffa, known to be the most ancient 
port in the land and, predominantly Arab. I found it a bit 
neglected but charming. From Jaffa, one has a nice view of 

Tel Aviv with its great beach. Tel Aviv is a city of some con-
tradictions: ultra modern on one site and on the other full of 
Old World charm. Skyscrapers and Dizengoff with Bauhaus.
My first stop in Jerusalem was the World Zionist 
Organization on Mt. Herzl. To stand in front of Herzl’s 
tomb to pay homage is in its simplicity very impressive. 
Visiting the grave of Jabotinsky was another highlight, as was 
Vad Yashem. It’s very difficult to write about Vad Yashem 
without getting emotional. I always wanted to see it, after 
taking many classes in Holocaust studies at the GTU and 
UC Berkeley and having steeped myself in the history of the 
Shoa. Yet I was not prepared for the impact it made on me. 
When I left the exhibit I got physically sick. 
That same day, I entered the Old City through the Jaffa gate 
and walked down through Haskalshelet which is this narrow 
lane lined with stalls on both sides offering specials: “Just for 
you my friend.” The stones are so worn that they shine to the 
point of being slippery. After a security check, one comes out 
to view the big plaza in front of the Wall. The Wall itself is 
impressive, much taller than the pictures lead us to believe. 
It is hard to describe the emotion of touching the Wall and 
of course I did put my little piece of paper with my wish and 
prayer in one of the crevices. 
Next day, I was traveling to Masada. At the Central Bus 
Station in Jerusalem, I met a couple from Colombia. They 
were so happy about my few Spanish words. We arrived at 
Masada and drank delicious freshly squeezed fruit juice at the 
base to revive our spirits. A smooth cable car ride brought us 
to the top. Masada is a huge mountain which is topped with 
a wide plateau. It used to house a palace for Herod and a 
little sunshine city. “For here had been stored a mass of corn, 
amply sufficient to last for years, abundance of wine and oil, 
besides every variety of pulse and piles of dates,” as Josephus 
Flavius wrote in his Wars of the Jews. 
On erev Shabbes I was to meet David Avidor’s parents. 
Traveling on erev Shabbes in Israel is something else, the 
whole country seems to be on the move to get ready for 
Shabbes. One can say “Shabbat shalom” to anyone and no 
one looks and asks, “What is with that funny hat you are 
wearing.” That normalcy alone does wonders for one’s blood 
pressure. 
What could be better than Shabbat in Israel. At the bus stop 
in Acco, no one could tell me what bus to take, but I had 
an exciting encounter there I saw an older gentleman sitting 
there with a huge (and I mean huge) Mogen David around 
his neck and an even bigger one tattooed on his arm. Yes 
there are tattoo parlors in Israel. Nu, unfortunately he did 
not speak English but, then why don’t I speak Hebrew? We 
both felt the frustration not being able to communicate with 
each other verbally. As he was eating bread he offered me pita 
bread and I shared a drink with him. I will never forget him.

Continued from page 11

continued on page 19
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tu b’shevat wetlands restoration
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new members

tu b’shevat–alternate event

new Member Profile: Bernstein Family
Ben, Carolyn and Leila Bernstein live in Rockridge right around the 
corner from Chabot School. They have lived in Oakland two years and 
before that they spent five years living in the Mission District of San 
Francisco. Ben is a midwest man from Iowa and Carolyn is from “back 
east” (Boston). On any given day, Ben can be found jamming on his 
bass guitar, recording in his home studio, doing yoga or biking. 
Carolyn spends many nights experimenting with new recipes in the 
kitchen and studying holistic health. By day she loves to garden, do yoga 
and be outdoors. Leila is two and loves to make a mess and smile! They 
are thrilled to have finally found a Jewish community to call home.

TBA Welcomes New Members
Eric Batzdorff and Kari Barnes
Carolyn and Benjamin Bernstein
Jennifer and David Ferguson

Loryn and Rick Hudson
Julie and Ron Lerner
Roberta and Elan Masliyah

Irene Shoikhet and Joel Mendelson
Marieka and Daniel Schotland
Anat Shenker and Donaldo Osorio

new Member Profile: 
Osorio Family
We are thrilled to finally make 
our long-standing attendance 
at Temple Beth Abraham 
official; we've been coming to 
services here since we moved 

to the Bay Area in 2003. After attending graduate school at 
Berkeley in Public Policy, Anat started her own non-profit 
helping organizations figure out why certain messages reso-
nate well while others flounder in order to advance better 
policies especially in reproductive health, women's rights 
and education equity. Donaldo hails from Honduras where 

he met Anat while she completed her Peace Corps service 
-- bringing home more than the traditional souvenir. He is 
a trained wood-carver who makes custom furniture (some 
on display at the homes of TBA-members!) Our son Shai 
recently turned two and occupies himself mostly with spill-
ing, resisting potty training and growing his hair.
Having looked around a bit at congregations when we 
arrived, we found the community at TBA warm, welcom-
ing and for Anat most reminiscent of home. The breadth of 
programs available and consistent infusion of social justice 
discussions and service opportunities made us want to finally 
make it official and become members.



19

everyone’s got a story, cont.  cooking corner

After 3.5 hours of waiting, my bus arrived and took me to 
my destination, the middle of nowhere. There is a historical 
Yodfat and the Moshav Yodfat where part of David’s family 
lives. My time in Yodfat was pure Israel. Tourists never expe-
rience it the way I did, thanks to the hospitality of Yoram 
and Ruti, David’s parents. Kabbalat Shabbat in a small shul 
was a special experience. After the service we went to Karen’s 
house, David’s sister, which was filled with lots of children 
and fabulous food.
For those of you who think 9:30 is to early for Shabbes 
service try 7 a.m. in a language one does not understand 
and no one announces the page number in the Siddur; con-
gregants get called for an aliyah just like that without any 
preparation. We had a small kiddush at 9 a.m. including 
schnapps.
In the afternoon, Yoram drove me to a place where goats 
and sheep are raised which also offers a small restaurant. 
The architecture of the buildings was stunning. The walls 
consisted of small stones carefully arranged, simply fascinat-
ing. Being there, seeing the olive trees and rocks seemingly 
thrown around at random gave me a deep sense of the his-
tory of the country. Yodfat is a Moshav with its own zoo. 
Next to farm animals, there are a lot of monkeys from Brazil, 
peacocks, and ostriches. 
One day we traveled to Safed, surrounded by tombs of 
holy men. Once there we visited Yuval, David’s younger 
brother, who is a sofer. It was enlightening to see a part of 
a Sefer Torah on which he was working on. He explained 
to us the differences of writing the Sephardic, Ashkenazic 
and Hassidic script. Another interesting stop was the stu-
dio of David Friedman who is known for his art based on 
Kabbalah. 
On my last day in Yotfad I hiked to the historical Yotfat. A 
single mountain surrounded by olive trees with old gnarling 
trunks. At night we drove to an Arab village, because there 
is a pastry shop known for its delicacies. I have never seen so 
many delicious cakes, cookies and other sweet stuffs piled so 
high. The store was packed, as it was Ramadan, and people 
ventured outside to buy desserts. I was not prepared for what 
I saw next. As we drove back I could see so many light deco-
rations adorning houses and front yards, it looked like a bit 
of Germany during Christmas time.
Four days later my suitcase showed up as well, baruch hash-
em. The warmth and friendship that was extended towards 
me made my first trip to Israel unforgettable. Do I have to 
spell out that I am in love with Eretz Israel?  

Continued from page 16

1 package yeast  
(not quick-acting)
½ cup warm water
1 tsp. sugar
3 eggs
1 Tbs. water
2 Tbs. oil

2 Tbs. sugar
1 ½ tsp. salt
¼ cup water
3-4 cups bread flour
Sesame or poppy  
seeds, optional.

Dissolve yeast in the warm water with the sugar. Let 
stand until it gets bubbly.  Separate yolk and white of 
one egg. Place yolk in small bowl and mix with 1 table-
spoon of water.  Cover and set aside. Mix white and 
remaining eggs in a large bowl.  Add oil, sugar, salt and 
¼ cup of water.  Mix well. Add yeast mixture. Gradually 
add flour and mix well until dough is smooth and sat-
iny.  Turn out onto a lightly floured board or other flat 
surface.  Knead for 12-15 minutes, adding more flour if 
dough becomes sticky.  Dough will no longer feel sticky; 
it will feel “soft as a baby’s tush.”  Place dough in a 
greased bowl. Cover and let rise 45 minutes until dou-
bled in bulk.  Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Punch down 
dough and knead for a few minutes.  Divide dough into 
3 equal pieces and form 3 ropes on a foil covered cookie 
sheet. Braid the ropes.  Brush with reserved egg yolk 
mixture and sprinkle with seeds if desired.  Bake 30 
minutes. Makes 1 loaf.

Gan avraham’s “Famous” Challah
So easy even a three-year old can make it.  (Really, 
the pre-schoolers make and bake this every Friday.)

Slice of life
By Faith Kramer

Bread is more than just food to us Jews.  Perhaps because 
we have so many home-based rituals based around eating, 
this relatively simple amalgamation of wheat, water and 
sometimes yeast has become an important symbol to us. For 
generation upon generation we have adapted local ingredients 
and customs and made the bread our own.
I hope you will come to my talk “Bread in Jewish Life – 
Meaning and Sustenance” on March 29 at 2 p.m., a special 
joint meeting of the Women of TBA and Oakland Ruach 
Hadassah at the TBA Social Hall.  Please see page 5 for more 
information about that event.
For most of us at TBA, the quintessential Jewish bread is 
challah.  There are many, many recipes and variations for the 
best, the easiest, the richest, the lowest in cholesterol, etc.  
Picking just one was hard, but here is a recipe from Everyday 
to Holiday: Favorite Recipes from Temple Beth Abraham.  
Proceeds support the temple’s schools.  Copies are available in 
the TBA office.
This recipe is the one developed and used every week in 
TBA’s Gan Avraham pre-school.  Double it to get the tradi-
tional two loaves for Shabbat.

Faith Kramer blogs her food at www.clickblogappetit.blogspot.com.
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life cycles
B

at
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2
Hilary Altman

Paz Avidor
Mark Beilock

Isaiah Goldstein
Sophie Kreeger

Jeffrey Rothman
Lisa Sadikman

Ori Sasson
3

Ilan Breines
Oona Grace Swartz

Sarah Ur
4

Leah Kaizer
5

Debra Barach
Amanda Brown-Stevens

Lowell Davis
Rachel Lorber

6
Howard Maccabee

7
Benjamin Bernstein

Ward Hagar
Anthony Kay

Mark Langberg
Julian Ring

8
Linda Arons
Amy Callen
Mark Fickes

Julia Noa Mendelsohn

Benjamin Mirkin
Janice Reisman Prystowsky

Victoria Zatkin
9

Jeremy Bruner
Owen Kelly

10
Karen Glasser
Peter Laurie

Keren Nathan
Anya Wayne

11
Jon Golding

David Mendelsohn
Noah Martin Stiegler

12
Brooks Solomon Hagey

Hannah Sosebee
Saul Weiss

13
Marjorie Myers

Andrew Rosenbach
Katara Shea Dinkin
Rickie Shea Dinkin

14
Naomi Bernstein

Isadora Blachman-Biatch
Sarah Broach

15
Samuel Bowers

Noah Traeger-Muney
Hermine Vicki Weller

16
Katie Kaizer-Salk
Elya Prystowsky
David Sherman

17
Jonah Kunis

18
David Galant
Elliot Gordon
Rebecca Kirsch

Esther Pinkhasov
Rebecca Posamentier

Joan Rubin
19

Ari Kelley
20

Rachel Roseman
Hana Rotman

21
Naomi Chalem-Wallach
Nathan Chalem-Wallach

22
Penelope Hagan

Talia Hagan
Sophie Levin

David Paulson
23

Kenneth Cohen
Aaron Feldhammer

Daniel Joseph Gerchenzon
Mala Johnson

David Lindenbaum
Betty Ann Polse

Sanjiv Sanghvi
Elon Simon

Daniel Sosebee
24

Rebecca Mae Glick
25

Stephanie Mendelsohn
Jamie Traeger-Muney

26
Susan Cossette
Daniel DeBare

27
Endre Balint

Reba Schechtman
28

Brian Lerner
Jill Rosenthal

Barbara Rothblatt
Joseph Zatkin

29
Jennifer Goodman Abrami

Deborah Kahane Rego
Dvora McLean
Benjamin Persin

Yuval Wolf
30

Tosha Schore
Ilana Share

31
Madeleine Leibovitch

Sam Pollock

March Birthdays

ariel Tamar Mclean: March 7, 2009
My name is Ariel McLean. I am a 7th grader at Orinda Intermediate School and on 
March 7th I will become a Bat Mitzvah. In my spare time, I like to hang out with 
friends, take pictures, and listen to music.  One of my hobbies is playing soccer. Ever 
since the first grade I have been playing on soccer on the same team. I love hiking and 
when I was just three months old I was going camping! Every winter my family and I go 
up to Kirkwood and ski. I have two older sisters, Talia and Maya, and I have a brother, 
Daniel, as well. My favorite subject at school is probably French or Drama, but most 
of all I like going to school to hang out with my friends. I also like going to Bet Sefer, 
because everyone there is so much fun and I don’t get to see them often.
My Parasha is Teztaveh from the book of Exodus. It describes, in great detail, about how 
Aaron and his son were supposed to dress as priests.  It goes through the process of how 
to make their robes and how to put them on. The Haftarah I will be reading is Zachor 
which means remembrance. It says “Zachor Et Asher-Asa Lecha Amalek” which means 
remember what Amalek did to you. We are commanded to remember that Amalek 
attacked the defenseless Israelites after the Exodus. God ordered King Saul to kill the nation Amalek and leave no 
survivors, but Saul did not do as told and his kingdom was taken away from him. This Haftarah is always read right 
before Purim because Haman was a direct descendent of Amalek and Mordecai was a direct descendent of King Saul.
I send special thanks to Susan Simon for being an amazing tutor and teaching me everything I needed to learn for 
my Bat Mitzvah. I’d also like to thank Rabbi Bloom for helping me with my drash and my parents and siblings for all 
their support. 

Mazel Tov to Amanda Brown-Stevens and Adam Van de Water on the birth of a baby girl.Mazel Tov
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life cycles

aDar 4-10
February 28-March 6
Sara Goldberg
Louis Rothenberg
Daniel Shuster
Milton Weintraub
Max Pearl
Clara Ramo
Harry Simon
Robert Burnstein
Celia Goldstein
Harry David Levine
Leon Singer
Frederick Harland Spector
Abraham Baim
Leonard Baum
Tillie Cohen
Sylvia Hertz
Samuel Jaffe
Abner Kops
Sara Schmulowitz
Arthur Yarman
Louis Adler
Rachel Aelion
Philip Bakar
Arnold Liss
Phyllis Zangwill
Lucy Jackson Dayton
Harry Goldenhar
Sue Kraft
Elaine Reisman
Edythe Schultz
Steven Simon
Friedman Ziesel
Lilly Shoehalter
Regina Weiss

aDar 11-17
March 7-13
Nathan Feldman
Avram Mendel Goldberg
Jacob Saidan
Charles Bernard Bernstein
Mollie Forkos
Phyllis Goldberg

James Jonas
Raymond Kivel
Nathan Polse
Jacob Rubin
Lloyd Silver
Howard Morse Spector
Sheba Widlan Bookin
Jennie Coopersmith
Ruth Miriam Cowan
Ann Krause
Sharon Lerner
Morrey Ranzer
Dorothy Sarver
Isaac Biederman
Daniel King
Morris Klang
Willliam Miller
Shirley Roth
Eli Schwartz
Sidney Jerome Zywotow
Olga Banks
Moses Frankel
Emily Friedman
Esther Gershenson
Shirley Handloff
Jack Jacobs
Lillian Levine
Rachel Levy
Isidor Margolin
Rachel Rutter
Goldie Weisbrod
Helen Goldberg
Latifa Naggar
Ury Rath
William Tenery
Jacob Weinstein
J. Leon Bloch
Charles Marcus
Dora Spellman

aDar 18-24
March 14-20
Goldie Brody
Eva Kops
Pearl Brook

Audrey Cohen
Louis Schwartz
Regina Singer
Benjamin Sutz
Edith Gruber
Allen Silver
Abraham Silverman
Sylvia Turkenitz
Harry Jaffe
Jay Leopold
Sophie Breslov
Max Clar
Ida B. Edelson Riskind
Mildred Arenbart Adler
Pauline Belzer
Florence Brettler
Anna Cohen
Sue Kantor
Bernice Ring
Samuel Riter
Faye Zaslov
Maria Belin
Harry Bercovich
Kate M. Berkovitz
Morris K. Cohen
Rebecca Cohen
Morris Davis
Anna Dietz
Esther Gold
Albert Hyman
Freda Katz
Morris Lerner
Davis Mildred
David Rosenfeld

aDar 25-nISan 2
March 21-27
Miriam Goldberg
Alek Lerner
Luba Lerner
Saul Pearce
David Weinstein
Goldie Alper
Peter Hecht
Jennie Rosenzweig

Rose Moses Finestein
Joeseph Kantor
Melvin Klein
Philip Phillips
Abraham Louis Schneider
Leo Wood
Delbert B. Campbell
Sam Frankel
Carl Karp
Barbara May Benjamin
Boris Carasick
Sophie Friedman
William Goldfine
Michael Lasar
Mary Leavitt
Esther Morofsky
Samuel Neuman
Arleen Shub Robinowitz
Tillie Rubin
Connie Schwartz
Maurice Veiss
Ethel Fisher
Sidney Getzovitz
Jack Kubalik
Anne Goor
Werner Gross
Samuel Lampart
Regina Mandel

nISan 3-9
March 28-April 3
Samuel Moses
Adolph Moore
Bettie Bercovich
H. Andre Blau
Herman Hertz
Nathan Blaustein
Nathan Blumstein
Samuel DeVorin
Richard Fickes
Sam Glasser
Allen Lee Lipsett

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

March Yahrzeits

Recent Deaths in Our Community
Minette Mogill, mother of Mark Mogill
Barton Miller, brother of Janice Corran
Jay Michaelson, father of  Jenny 
Michaelson
Helen Hakim, sister of Alice Kessler
Joe zatkin, husband of Vera Zatkin and 
father of Steve Zatkin

MEMORIAL PLAQUE  Anyone wishing to purchase a memorial 
plaque, please contact Pinky at the synagogue office at extension 28.
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donations

Centennial Project Fund
Barry Barnes & Samantha Spielman
Steve & Jennie Chabon
Janice Corran & Linda Polse
Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg
Andreas Lorenz & Amy Gurowitz
David & Stephanie Mendelsohn
Barry & Hana Rotman
Josh & Lisa Sadikman
Stephen & Amy Tessler
Michael & Natalya Zatkin
Michael Aronson & Jody London: in honor of Josh Berl’s  

Bar Mitzvah
Sam & Ellen Bercovich: Happy Birthday Jan Carease
Steven Berl & Anita Bloch: Josh Berl Bar Mitzvah
Mark Bluer
Benjamin Chinn & Wendy Cown
Elinor DeKoven: get well to Ellana Blau, Lulu Burt, Sid 

Shaffer, Adele Mendelson
Mark Fickes & William Gentry
Saul Gevertz
Suzanne Goldstein: in memory of Jay Michaelson
Justin Graham & Victoria Reichenberg
Robert Kadden
Rob & Ronna Kelly
Abby & Ariel Klein
Ely & Shirley Langfeld: in honor of Lynn Langfeld’s birthday
David & Angelina Levy
Josh & Rebecca Posamentier
Jonathan Ring & Maya Rath
Andrew & Sarah Rosenbach
Daryl & Bryna Ross
Josephine Schwartz: get well Zatkins
Sidney & Ethel Shaffer
Pola Silver
Neil & Madeline Weinstein

J. Jeger Kitchen Fund
Fifi Goodfellow: in memory of Becky Singer
Misia Nudler: speedy recovery Alvin Shain
Misia Nudler: speedy recovery Reba Schechtman
Jack Jeger: speedy recovery Reba Schechtman
Barbara Oseroff: in memory of Nathan Denenberg

General Fund
Richard & Naomi Applebaum
Murray & Edith Berg: in memory of Hyman Berg & Rose Berg
Jeffrey Gornbein & Fredricka C. Martin
Richard Greenbaum & Kathleen Delaney: in honor of Asher 

Jaffe’s Bar Mitzvah
Nathan & Beatrice Jacobs: in memory of Louis Jacobs

Harlan & Pearl Kann: in memory of Meyer Kranz
Misia Nudler: get well Ellana Blau
Sidney & Ethel Shaffer: Get well to the Zatkins & Reba 

Schechtman
Women of TBA (WTBA)
Herbert Van Deventer, Jr. & Lita Krowech
Lawrence & Judith Wallcave: in memory of Herman Erlen
Lawrence & Judith Wallcave: in memory of Isaac Wellcave
Vera Zatkin

Kiddush Fund
Henry Ramek & Eve Gordon-Ramek

Minyan Fund
Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt: in memory of Benjamin Goor

Camper/scholarship Fund
Fifi Goodfellow: in honor of Peri Zangwill’s Bat Mitzvah
Jerome & Beverly Turchin: in memory of Leslie Turchin

Playground Fund
Rita Frankel: in memory of Maurice Kerns
Ronald & Gloria Gruber: in memory of Zackery Kalamas

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
Herbert & Harriet Bloom: in memory of Ben Nathan
Jon Feldhammer & Rachel Kuperman: in honor of Rubin’s 

naming
Steven & Penny Harris: in memory of Evelyn Harris
Daniel Harvitt
Marshall & Lynn Langfeld
Mark & Maribel Mogill: in memory of Minnette Mogill
Jerry & Nancy Rauch: in memory of Grete Rauch
Robert & Judith Wallerstein

Cantor Discretionary Fund
William & Sharon Ellenburg: in memory of Arthur 

Braverman

Endowment Fund
Richard & Naomi Applebaum: in honor of Pinky and Agnes
Adam Klein: in memory of Leon Klein
Jeffrey & Judith Quittman: in memory of Leonard Quittman

Hertz Fund
Gerald & Ruby Hertz: in memory of Sally Simon

Hertz Interfaith Fund
Gerald & Ruby Hertz: in memory of Harry Morofsky

Wasserman Fund
Marc & Janet Wasserman: in memory of Leo Wasserman
Maurice & Barbara Weill: in memory of Joseph Singerman

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

For a complete list of funds and other ways to  
support our synagogue, visit www.tbaoakland.org  

and select “Fundraising” from the left column.
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what’s happening 

TBA Goes to the Theater to see SPAMALOT!!!
TBA will once again go to the theater, this time for the very popular show, “SPAMALOT,” at the Golden Gate Theater 
in SF.  This is a Women of TBA fundraiser (the event is open to all who want to attend) and a portion of the ticket 
price goes to TBA. Purchase your tickets now to get the best seats. 

Spamalot, adapted from the Monty Python movie, won the  
2005 Tony Award for Best Musical.  Tickets are available for  
shows on the following dates: 

Sunday Matinee: May 31 at 2 pm - Orchestra seats are $109
(starting in row J).  Balcony seats are $60 (starting in row E). 

Sunday Matinee: June 14 at 2 pm - Orchestra seats are $109
(starting in row J). Balcony seats are $60 (starting in row E).

To purchase your tickets, send payment, along with your name, address, 
email and phone number, to Lori Rosenthal at: 1868 Woodhaven Way, 
Oakland, 94611.  Don’t forget to specify the date of the show you want 
to attend, and the number of tickets. (Make checks payable to Lori 
Rosenthal.) Tickets will be assigned as payment is received and are non-
refundable once purchased. All tickets will be distributed approximately 
three weeks before the show. 

Contact Lori at (510) 339-0133 or rosent@pacbell.net with questions. 

 

Shabbat Just Isn’t Shabbat If We Aren’t Together!

Come join your TBA family and spend 
Shabbat at OUR house!

Upcoming youth services:

March 7Shabbat Mishpacha and T’fillat Y’ladim

March 21Shabbat Mishpacha and Junior Congregation

April 4Shabbat Mishpacha and T’fillat Y’ladim

April 18Shabbat Mishpacha and Junior Congregation

All services start at 10:15 a.m.    Shul is Cool (but it’s cooler if you join us!)
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Thanks to all TBA members who participated in  
our Tu B'Shevat work projects. See more photos  
on pages 17 and 18.


