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General InFOrMaTIOn

All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless otherwise noted.

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours M-Th: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Fr: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930

e-Mail admin@tbaoakland.org
Gan avraham 763-7528

Bet Sefer 663-1683

STaFF

rabbi (ext. 13) Mark Bloom
Cantor (ext. 18) Richard Kaplan

Gabai David Galant
executive Director (ext. 14) Art Rosenberg
Office Coordinator (ext. 10) Aliza Schechter

Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon
Gan avraham Director Wendy Siver

Bookkeeper (ext. 15) Christine Tripod 
Custodians (ext. 11) Joe Lewis, Dennis Moore

Kindergym/Toddler Program Dawn Margolin 547-7726
Volunteers (ext. 28) Herman & Agnes Pencovic

OFFICerS

President  Rick Heeger 336-3044
Vice President Stacy Margolin 482-3153 
Vice President Jerry Levine 336-0565
Vice President Curt Schacker 985-1646 
Vice President Stephen Shub 339-3614 

Secretary  Laura Wildmann 601-9571
Treasurer  Marshall Langfeld 769-6970

COMMITTeeS & OrGanIzaTIOnS

If you would like to contact the committee chairs,  
please contact the synagogue office for phone numbers  
and e-mail addresses.

adult education Women of TBA (Open)
Bet Sefer Parents Miriam Green

Bet Sefer Subcommittee Barbara Gross
Centennial Fund raising Paul & Flo Raskin and 

Alan & Cheryl Silver
Centennial Steering Committee Sandy Margolin

Chesed Warren Gould
Development Laura Wildmann 

Dues evaluation Marshall Langfeld
endowment Fund Herman Pencovic

Finance Marshall Langfeld
Gan avraham Parents Andrea Futter and 

Jo Ilfeld
Gan avraham Subcommittee Samantha Spielman

House Stephen Shub
Israel affairs David Marinoff
Membership Stacy Margolin and 

Jill Rosenthal
Men’s Club Eric Friedman

Publicity & Promotion Sally Ann Berk
ritual Sally Ann Berk

Schools Stacy Margolin 
Social action Bryan Schwartz

Torah Fund Anne Levine
Tree of life Open

Web Site Outi Gould
Women of TBa Open

Youth Steve Fankuchen

directory

Services Schedule
Services Location Time

Monday & Thursday 
   Morning Minyan Chapel 8:00 a.m.
Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) Chapel 6:15 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.

Candle Lighting (Friday)
April 3 7:15 p.m.
April 10 7:22 p.m.
April 17 7:28 p.m.
April 24 7:35 p.m.

Torah Portions (Saturday)
April 4 Tzav
April 11 Pesach
April 18 Shemini
April 25 Tazria/Metzora
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by affiliating with The United Synagogue of 

Conservative Judaism.
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dining out for life

Eat Pizza, Fight AIDS
Support Dining Out for Life, Thursday, April 30, 2009

Zza’s Trattoria, 552 Grand Avenue
Once again, TBA is participating in the annual Dining Out for Life fundraising eve-
ning.  What an easy way to make a donation!  Grab some friends or take the family out 
for a special treat, knowing you are supporting a great cause just by eating out.  

Zza’s Trattoria on Grand Avenue in Oakland will donate 25% or more of their proceeds 
on April 30 to Vital Life Services, a non-profit providing services to those living with 
HIV/AIDS and other critical illnesses. 

So go on, live a little, and help others while you are at it.  Call Zza’s at (510) 839-9124 
and make your reservation today! Be sure to mention Dining Out for Life and that you 
are from Temple Beth Abraham.  Hopefully you’ll see lots of other TBA members there!  

For more information, contact either:
Jeanne Korn - 339-3795,  jeannekorn@aol.com, or

Jerry Levine - 336-0565,  jerroldlevine@earthlink.net.

Remember to check the TBA website,  
mid-month mailings and email updates for information  

about late-breaking TBA events and activities.

www.tbaoakland.org
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from the rabbi
The Hebrew School Scapegoat
“I’d like to donate my winnings to that Mazon 
world hunger thing.”

--Scott, 10 years old
We’d just finished the first part of our com-
munity Passover seder in Riverdale, Georgia 
and begun eating the meal itself.  I had barely 
taken a bite out of my gefilte fish when I noticed 
10-year-old Scott up from his table.  We hadn’t 
even made it a minute through dinner, and this 
boy was already searching for the afikomen.  Oy, 
I thought to myself.  Where is this kid’s sense of 
fairness and responsibility?  How about giving 
the 4-, 5- and 6-year-olds a shot at the prize.
I was annoyed, but to avoid publicly embar-
rassing him, I stood up and made a general 
announcement that anyone caught looking for 
the afikomen early would be disqualified from 
winning the prize.  He sat down, so he had no 
unfair advantage over the other kids.  
While we finished the meal the vice president of 
the congregation went around collecting single 
dollar bills from all the parents to give to each 
child who had looked for the afikomen.  (It was 
a Reform congregation, so money was allowed 
on a holiday, unlike at Temple Beth Abraham, 
which is a Conservative congregation and does 
not allow the use of money on Shabbat or holi-
days.)  The contest began, and because he had 
no head start, Scott did not win the grand prize 
that year, a crisp $20 bill.  He received only 
the standard single dollar as his prize.  At that 
point, Scott turned to me with disappointment 
in his eyes and said:  “Rabbi, I’d like to donate 
my dollar to the Mazon world hunger thing 
(Mazon is the Jewish world hunger organization 

where half the money we raise from selling our 
chametz at TBA goes), and I’m only sad because 
if I had won, I would have gotten to donate 
even more.”
The best part of this story is that when I 
announced that Scott had donated his winnings 
to Mazon, one by one, the other children came 
forward with their dollar bills hanging out of 
their little hands.  By the time little 4-year-old 
Benjamin concluded the parade and donated 
his dollar, the adults in the room gave the kids a 
standing ovation.  
In addition to teaching us all a little something 
about tzedakah, Scott reminded me personally 
of the importance of not painting our students 
into boxes of our own preconceived notions.  
Scott’s attendance and attitude were not exactly 
top of the Hebrew school class, but all in all, 
Scott was a very good kid.  This afikomen inci-
dent shows that he was generous.  I had also 
seen him be kind and caring, particularly to his 
younger brothers.  He had always participated 
in services when other kids his age were embar-
rassed to even open their mouths.  He had even 
presented me with some incredible pictures he 
had drawn of the sanctuary, the ark and various 
parts of the religious service–and this kid was a 
great artist.  Unfortunately, his difficulties in the 
classroom had caused most of us to overlook his 
many talents.  
Scott and the case of the missing afikomen 
reminds us that we need to be alert enough 
to see the glimmers of success and goodness 
that might be waiting to come out if given the 
opportunity.  On this Passover, may these glim-
mers of light shine at your Seder tables.

Save the Date

TBA Congregational Meeting

Sunday, May 17
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president’s message
Tutoring at lakeview School
By Rick Heeger

If I had a bumper sticker it would probably say 
“I’d rather be reading.” It wasn’t always thus. I 
didn’t really appreciate reading as a recreation 
until I was an adult. And now I’m never with-
out a book in progress. I love to walk the aisles 
at used bookstores and have collected many 
more books than I have the time to read. I read 
every weekday morning and late afternoon 
while riding BART. I especially enjoy reading 
on Saturdays after Shabbat services, which dove-
tails nicely into my Shabbat afternoon nap. But 
right now my favorite time to read is Thursday 
mornings at 8:30 a.m. That’s when I read with 
Zuleek, a third-grader at Lakeview Elementary 
School. Zuleek was born in Somalia and came to 
the U.S. when she was five years old. English is 
not her first language but she speaks it very well. 
Reading is where she needs to build her skills. 
She is talkative, funny and a good storyteller and 
I’m her tutor. 
Last fall Temple Beth Abraham launched the 
TBA Literacy Project with the Jewish Coalition 
for Literacy to provide books and reading tutors 
to students at Lakeview School right down the 
street on Grand Avenue. Currently there are ten 
TBA members volunteering 30 minutes to an 
hour a week to help a young person improve 
her or his reading skills. We need your help to 
increase our ranks of tutors. Volunteer time, 
enthusiasm, and a love of reading and learning 
by becoming a Lakeview School tutor. You have 
168 hours in a week; surely you can fit this time 

into your schedule. It is without a doubt one of 
the most rewarding activities I have ever partici-
pated in. 
When we meet up in the morning, Zuleek and 
I pick out some books to read out of a box of 
grade appropriate reading material. We spend 
the first few minutes talking – “What did you 
do last weekend, what are your plans for this 
weekend?” I’ve learned a lot about what she 
likes to do, her large family and what her home 
in Somalia was like. Then we read. We might 
start by looking at the pictures first, discussing 
what we think the story is about. I might read 
a paragraph first and then Zuleek will read it 
or she might give it a try on her own. On some 
days I just read to her. A book about Ellis Island 
prompted a discussion about her immigration 
experience and that of my grandparents. A book 
about sports led her to tell me about her love 
of soccer and playing with her brothers. I work 
with Zuleek for 30 minutes, which goes by in a 
flash. 
East Bay Jewish Coalition for Literacy offers a 
training session that teaches strategies for tutor-
ing and provides materials so that tutors can be 
prepared to make the best of the short time they 
have. Please consider becoming a reading tutor 
during the last few months of school. It is truly 
gratifying and one of the highlights of my week. 
I hope you’ll join us for this important and 
rewarding mitzvah.
If you’re interested in becoming a Lakeview 
tutor, please contact Ronna Kelly at  
(510) 834-2563 or ronna.abramson@gmail.com.

Sale OF CHaMeTz
Deadline:  April 6, 2009

I hereby authorize Rabbi Mark Bloom to act as my agent to sell any chametz that may be in my possession wherever it 
may be—at home, place of business, car or elsewhere, in accordance with Jewish law:
Name__________________________________
Address________________________________
Signature________________________________
I enclose $____________ for the Ma’ot Hittim fund.
Please make checks payable to Temple Beth Abraham, with “Chametz Sale” in the memo.  Half the donations will go 
to Mazon, the Jewish World Hunger organization, and the other half to Scattered Among the Nations, which are the 
Jewish communities in places like Peru, Uganda, India, and other communities where you might not imagine there are 
Jews.  Please allow one hour after dark on Thursday, April 16, to allow the Rabbi to buy back the Chametz.
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editor’s message

the

OMER
We cheerfully accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the first of the month preceding publication. 

editor in Chief Lori Rosenthal
Managing editor & 
Traffic Coordinator

Shira Weisbach

layout & Design Jessica Sterling
Calendars Jon Golding

B’nai Mitzvah editor Susan Simon
Midrasha editor Open

Cover David Avidor

Copy editors Jessica Dell’Era, Charles Feltman, Lisa Fernandez, Nadine 
Joseph, Richard Kauffman, Jan Silverman, Debbie Spangler, 
James Wakeman

Proofreaders June Brott, Jessica Dell’Era, Lisa Fernandez, Richard Kauffman, 
Outi Gould, Jeanne Korn, Stephen Shub, Susan Simon,  
Debbie Spangler, Shira Weisbach

Distribution Herman Pencovic, Pola Silver, Gertrude Veiss 
Help From People like you!

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610
e-Mail omer@tbaoakland.org

Passover Memories
By Lori Rosenthal

Stories from the Passover table dominate our 
family lore.  Most of them are about epic food 
concoctions that we served. Yes, the way to a 
Rosenthal family member’s heart is directly 
through the stomach.  I’ll recount a few stories 
here. 
One year, David’s father, Marty, was visit-
ing and made gefilte fish from scratch.  It was 
divine.  We all wanted to know the recipe.  
Unfortunately, he couldn’t tell us.  For he had 
done his shopping in Oakland’s Chinatown stalls 
and bought the fish from a vendor who could 
not give him English names for the whole fish 
he chose.  We think the fish balls contained a 
lot of salmon because they were so rosy in color.  
But we will never know for sure. And he has 
never been able to replicate the taste.  We pine 
for them still.
Homemade gefilte fish was the highlight of 
another seder as well, but for an entirely differ-
ent reason.  This was the year my friend Betsey 
invited a Russian immigrant family to dine with 
us.  They brought their special homemade gefilte 
fish, and proudly displayed it on a beautiful plat-
ter.  We were quite excited to taste it. As we were 
eating the gefilte fish, which was unusually fla-
vorful, our friend Barbara asked Luba what her 
secret was.  In her halting English, Luba, beam-
ing with the praise that every cook loves to hear, 
explained that the secret to her wonderful gefilte 
fish was the homemade BREAD CRUMBS she 
used as a binding agent.  Yikes!  Barbara stopped 
eating immediately.  The rest of us were a bit 
more polite and finished our portion.  None of 
us has forgotten the incident.

Another year’s highlight was the pesto flavored 
matzah balls that Paul Raskin made.  They were 
big and green and uncharacteristically royal 
looking when floating in the chicken soup.  
Paul was our Passover hero that year. The fol-
lowing year he decided to one-up himself and 
made matzah balls in multiple colors including 
green, red, and blue.  The kids were downright 
gleeful.  Unfortunately, when the matzah balls 
were plopped in the soup, the food coloring he 
used leaked into the soup.  That year, we mostly 
remember the murky brown color the soup 
became when the matzah balls were added.  The 
taste was fine, but the soup looked like Lake 
Temescal in winter.  The next year I found reci-
pes for legitimately colored matzah balls, includ-
ing green, red and yellow. The key ingredients 
were pesto, tomato paste, and tumeric. This 
time they didn’t bleed into the soup and we were 
all thrilled with the taste.  They have become a 
staple at our house during the week of Pesach.
We do pay attention to more than the food 
though.  During our seders, we like to go around 
the room and have everyone read from the 
Haggadah.  It was always a big deal when the kids 
got old enough to take part in this.  When Becca 
was in grade school, she was quite excited to be 
able to finally participate.  We assigned her a para-
graph including the line “When Pharoah revealed 
himself.”  Alas, poor Becca got overexcited and 
read these words instead, “When Pharoah relieved 
himself.”  We couldn’t keep it together and just 
laughed and laughed at this.  Pharoah’s “awesome 
powers” generated another seder joke the year that 
Daniel Sosebee heard those words and immedi-
ately exclaimed, “Austin Powers!!!”  Both of these 
jokes find their way back to the seder table year 
after year. It’s all part of our unique Passover story.  
I’m sure you’ve got yours as well. 

May Theme: The Book, CD, and Film Issue
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wtba, our sisterhood

Supported by WTBA – open to all members and friends:

Of Interest to Women
Sunday april 12 9:45 a.m.
Women on the Move:  
Sausal Creek to Dimond Park
The April hike will be Sausal Creek in Dimond Park (where 
we do Taschlich). We will be walking in the stream, on slip-
pery rocks, so this is delightful hike is for the agile. Meet up 
at Judith Klinger’s house at 9:45; check the TBA directory 
for the address. Hikers depart promptly at 10:00 and will be 
back to her house by 11:30. 
Why come? Because it’s nice to take some time for yourself, 
because the women in our shul are great to spend time with, 
and because you can finally bring your dog to a synagogue 
event.
For details, contact Judith Klinger at kcurls@sbcglobal.net or 
(510) 482-1609.

Thursday april 23 7:00 p.m.
The Conversation Continues  
Kolot Nashim East Bay Jewish Women Study Torah
Join us and all our East Bay sisters for an incredible night 
of Torah study.  Eight speakers, two break out sessions, and 
dessert.  Who could ask for more?  Come learn from schol-

ars Rabbis Judy Shanks, Sara Shendelman, Chaya Gusfield, 
Carol Caine, Margie Jacobs, and Bridget Wynne, Cantors 
Jenny Chabon, Linda Hirschorn and Merkaveh Torah 
Institute’s Dalia Davis. Enjoy an evening of community, 
learning and laughter. The event is free.  Your RSVP is  
appreciated - email Jeannekorn@aol.com.

Monday april 27 9:30 a.m. 
Monthly Rosh Chodesh
Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Our topic will be: Women and Israeli Law
There is no fee for the group, however there is a one time 
$15 materials fee for the Rosh Chodesh Guide.  For more 
information or to sign up, contact Alicia von Kugelgen at  
alicia@vonkugelgen.com or (510) 531-1295.

Adult Education
Wednesdays 9 a.m.
Tanach Study
At the Woodminster Cafe
Our weekly “Torah” study sessions at the Woodminster Cafe 
continue. This year, however, we are continuing past the 
Torah part of the Tanach or Hebrew Bible.  We are now in 
the book of Judges.  All levels of knowledge welcome.  

Dayenu...or not – WTBa Keeps on Giving
By Anne Levine

I am not a fan of the Maxwell House Passover Haggadah.  
The first Seder that Jerry and I had together we used this 
traditional tome.  Jerry had grown up on Maxwell House 
and knew his way through it very well. I had been to only 
two other Seders in my life. One was put together by college 
grad students with a hodgepogde of haggadot, none of which 
made any sense to me. The second was with my former 
mother-in-law where no haggadah was used, just a family 
recitation of the four questions followed by “let’s eat!”
Over the years and under the influence of young children 
Jerry and I have simplified, supplemented and re-invented 
our Seders. We now have an official Levine Family Haggadah 
that we review and modify each year based on the ages and 
stages of our guests and ourselves.  The influence of Maxwell 
House is not as pervasive in our family Haggadah, but there 
is one piece of our Haggadah that we lifted straight from 
Maxwell House, the translation of Dayenu.
In many of the more modern, easier to read Haggadot trans-
late Daiyenu as “If G-d had brought us out of Egypt it would 
have been enough.”  But Jerry pointed out that the more 
literal translation which is reflected in the Maxwell House 

Continued on page 18

WTBA Thanks!
Thank you to WTBA members  
Shelly Egger and Flo Raskin for  

all their hard work in coordinating  
this year’s annual Blood Drive.

Special thanks to Faith Kramer  
for educating our minds  

and palates with her  
Bread Time Story presentation.

Yasher Koach to Danielle Saunders  
(Parents of Bet Sefer) and Anne Levine 

(WTBA) for putting together our  
TBA People of the Book Fair.
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adult education

Let’s continue the conversation…

Please join us for the 2nd Annual

Kolot Nashim 

East Bay Jewish Women Study Torah 

All East Bay Jewish Women and their friends are invited to learn 
together with our fellow women rabbis, cantors and scholars.

Confirmed teachers include: 

 Rabbi Judy Shanks     Rabbi Sara Shendelman 

 Rabbi Chaya Gusfield    Rabbi Margie Jacobs 

 Rabbi Carol Caine     Rabbi Bridget Wynn 

 Cantor Jennie Chabon    Cantor Linda Hirschhorn 

    Dalia Davis of Merkaveh Torah Institute 

Thursday, April 23, 2009
7:00 to 9:30 pm
Temple Beth Abraham
327 MacArthur Blvd, Oakland, CA

RSVP appreciated to help us plan.
Please RSVP to Jeanne Korn at
JeanneKorn@aol.com or
(510) 339 3795

Come enjoy community, learn and 

laugh.  Dessert buffet included. 

Presented at NO COST by the

Women of Temple Beth Abraham
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men’s club
Men’s Club roots For the Bears
By Eric Friedman

Just $25 bought the whole seat, but you only needed the edge as the Cal Basketball team took on WSU, with TBA Men’s 
Club members and their families in attendance.  The game was neck and neck until the very end, when the Bears pulled off 
the victory we had all come to see.  The game got off to a rocky start, but things started to go Cal’s way just around the time 
the announcer gave a shout-out to the TBA congregation. Coincidence?  I think not!
The air was thin at the top of the stands where we were seated, but you never would’ve guessed it from the lusty cheers of 
Charlie Levine and Zevan Shuster.  And to think that they got their start belting out Ein Keloheinu....
Asked if he observed any particular similarities between the skill of the Cal players and that of the Men’s Club’s own team, 
Barry Barnes chuckled softly, as if to say, “you are an odd fellow, Eric, now pass the nachos.”  And a good thing Barry didn’t 
actually say that, because I didn’t have any nachos to pass!  But we were all shepping nachas at the end of the game, not just 
because of the victory but because who doesn’t enjoy a good time out with friends?  Big thanks to Ben Persin and Jeff Ilfeld 
for making it all come together.
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purim at tba
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purim at tba
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sukkot in april

Give a New Mom or Dad an Hour to Shower

A perfect mitzvah for those with daytime flexibility.

Volunteers needed to provide short daytime sits free of charge  
to our new moms and dads allowing them to shower,  

get a haircut or just take a walk. 
Interested sitters should contact us at womenoftba@tbaoakland.org.

Do you have time to  
help deliver TBA’s  

new members baskets?

If so, please contact  
me at staschm@aol.com  

or by phone  
(510) 482-3153. 
— Stacy Margolin

Bali Chai: TBA Schools Auction
MAY 3, 2009

Can You Help?

Please contact Billy Gentry at wdg4@sbcglobal.net 

or Molli Rothman at molli@rothman-consulting.com.  

There are plenty of volunteer jobs available.

volunteer bulletin board

Sukkot in april/rebuilding Together Oakland 2009
By Jill Rosenthal, Sukkot in April/Rebuilding Together Oakland Volunteer Coordinator

It’s time again to get ready for TBA’s Sukkot in April/Rebuilding Together Oakland event.  This annual event brings 
together volunteers to help rehab the home of an Oakland resident.  This year, we will be working two consecutive 
weekends: April 19 and April 26.  This promises to be a wonderful experience and I really hope you will seriously con-
sider helping out. 
Each year, thousands of Rebuilding Together volunteers come together for one or two weekends in April to help restore 
the homes of their low-income neighbors. These homes and community facilities have fallen into disrepair, and we 
work together to do repairs such as carpentry, plumbing, electrical, painting, window replacement, flooring, weather-
stripping, debris removal, yard work and general clean-up. We also build new steps, patch cracks and holes, add fresh 
paint and do landscape work. The program grows each year, and we look forward to continue building and rebuilding 
throughout the city of Oakland.  Skilled and unskilled volunteers and contractors who are willing to serve as team lead-
ers are especially needed.  
As in past years, our Sukkot in April project will be jointly sponsored with Kehilla Community Synagogue. Their volun-
teers, led by Alex Madonik, have been fabulous.  This entire project will be facilitated by our House Captain, Rosalind 
Harper, an extremely experienced volunteer extraordinaire.  It’s an all-star team, and we’re counting on your support. 
Breakfast and lunch are provided.  The program provides all materials, but, by all means, bring your own tools, gloves, 
and hats. Volunteers must be at least 14 years old (that’s a Rebuilding Together Oakland rule). We need volunteers for 
food pickups and more, so there’s a job for anyone who wants to help out. 
Please, whether you are handy or not, become involved in this extremely important and gratifying event.  What a won-
derful way for our TBA community to truly reach out to those right in our back yard.  
Please contact me at jmros@aol.com or by phone at (510) 435-5881 with any questions and to sign up as a volunteer.  
Thank you so much.
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coins for change
Time to be really Proud!!!
By Susan Simon

They did it again.  Our Mechina children showed 
their amazing compassion and drive as they par-
ticipated in our annual penny drive benefitting 
the Alameda County Food Bank.  Dagmar Serota 
runs the Good Cents for Oakland Program, and 
every year she works with our youngest Bet Sefer 
students to teach them about hunger in our com-
munity and ways they can help to combat it.  
This year the students raised $629.17 to help the 
hungry.  In her thank you letter, Dagmar writes:
“Our mission at Good Cents for Oakland Penny 
Roundup Program is to engage Oakland school 
children in community service.  These 13 stu-
dents spent five weeks learning about the impor-
tance of different foods to our bodies.  They 
painted Empty Bowls symbolizing the empty 
bowls in our community and read books related 
to hunger.  These students asked their neighbors, 
friends and relatives to help them round up pen-
nies to give to the Food Bank. … We teach that 
being involved does not just mean raising money.  
It means getting involved by making others 
aware of the problem and asking them to help.”

We thank Dagmar for bringing such a relevant 
and ethics-filled program to our community and 
thank all of the parents and other participants for 
their wonderful support.
Yasher koach to all!
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gan avraham 
Pesach at the Gan
By Wendy Siver

Pesach is a favorite holiday, not only for families, but for children and 
teachers as well.  The holiday provides the perfect teaching experience 
for children. They have the opportunity to learn while using all of their 
senses. The will hear as teachers tell the story of the Exodus, they will see 
and touch ritual objects, and of course will smell and taste everything from 
salt water to charoset.  
A special event each year at Gan Avraham is our model Seder. Each class 
will have its own Seder. We invite parents to come join us as we tell the 
story of how once we were slaves but now we are free. We sing songs, read 
from the Haggadah, and eat parsley, charoset and eggs. It is a wonder-
ful opportunity for each class to come together to celebrate Pesach here 
at school. With great enthusiasm even the youngest children will join in.  
The older Kitah Gimmel children will join in the asking of the four ques-
tions, and the youngest Kitah Alef children will certainly be able to tell 
King Pharoah “No, No, No, we will not let you go.” 
As your family gathers together to celebrate Pesach, try to incorporate 
your children in the preparation. At school children will participate in a 
hametz hunt, you can do the same at home. The night before Pesach, the 
house is searched for hametz with the following items; a candle, a feather 
and a wooden spoon. Before the hunt, pieces of hametz are hidden for the 
children to gather. Children can walk through the 
house with an adult holding the candle for light, 
as the children sweep the pieces of hametz into 
the wooden spoon with the feather.  At home you 
can then burn the hametz. Obviously at school we 
leave out the burning, but children participate in 
the gathering of hametz that teachers have hidden 
in the classroom.  
As you clean your home, remember that even the 
youngest children love to wash and scrub. Water is 
soothing and cleaning is something most children 
don’t have a chance to on a regular basis, give your 
child a tub filled with warm water and some of 
their toys to clean. It will give them great satisfac-
tion to help in getting the house ready for the 
holiday. 
I hope that the joy we feel at the Gan as we come 
together to celebrate is shared by all of you in your 
own homes. 

Photos from  
Gan Avraham’s  
Purim Shpiel  
on next page
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Thank You
Our lively Bet Sefer Purim festivities would not have happened without the wonderful volunteers who gave so generously 
of their time.  Thank you to: Hamantashen Bakers Caroline Hastings, Celia Hill, Marci Gottlieb and daughters, Joan 
Rubin, and Cindy Sloan, and Carnival Volunteers Jessica Sterling, Jessica Sarber, Ben Stiegler, David Mendelsohn, Phil 
Hankin, Jana Good, Karen Bloom, Jeannie Haydon, Don Scroggins, Audrey Hyman, Lori Morris, Bella Gordon, Doree 
Jurow, Judy Bloomfield, Marci Gottlieb, Miriam Green, Sandra Simon, and Rabbi Bloom.
Thank you for making our Purim a smashing success.  The entire celebration was a great success because of all of you!   
If I left anyone out, my profound apologies!  Susan Simon

Get Tropical at TBa
By Hilary Altman

How many times do you get invited to 
wear your favorite Hawaiian shirt?  
Welcome to Bali Chai – the TBA Schools’ 
auction on Sunday, May 3.  Get your 
RSVP in quickly and you can still save 
$2.  Admission is discounted for RSVPs 
received by April 23, so send in your 
response today and don’t miss this great 
event.  Considerable discounts –$10 off – 
provided for seniors over 60 and students 
with current school ID.  
Expect high-quality cuisine from gourmet 
chef and TBA member, Jing Piser. Your 
taste buds will be delighted with the exotic 
island-themed food, colorful drinks and 
desserts.  We also have senior and student discounts 
available – only $18 with an early RSVP and $20 at the 
door if you’re over 60 or have a current student ID.
Of course, we have amazing items to bid on this year: From 
the practical, (gift certificates for any store at Bay Street 
Emeryville, a child’s hair cut at Cool Tops in Rockridge, 
products or services at Focal Point Opticians in Berkeley) 
to special treats (Swedish massage, dinner at Chez Panisse, a 
two-night stay at the Hotel Del Sol in San Francisco). 
That’s not to mention the several offers to get in shape, 
including trial memberships at the Oakland Hills Tennis 
Club, Inside Outside or Club One Fitness.  And if you’re 
an oenophile (that’s “wine lover” if you speak Greek), come 
bid on the bonanza of tours, tastings, bottles, and VIP 
treatments provided by Sterling, Frog’s Leap, Kermit Lynch, 
Artesa, Joseph Phelps, Balleto and other generous Bay Area 
wine makers.
It’s not too late to donate an item for the auction, but get 
your donation forms in ASAP.  If you can’t find the one 
we included in your mid-month mailing in March, there’s 
a link on TBA’s website (go to Fundraising, then Schools 
Auction 2009) or email solicitation chair Tosha Schore at 
toshaschore@gmail.com.

 

Shabbat Just Isn’t Shabbat  
If We Aren’t Together!

Come join your  
TBA family  
and spend  
Shabbat at  
OUR house!

Upcoming youth services:

April 4  
Shabbat Mishpacha and T’fillat Y’ladim

April 18  
Shabbat Mishpacha and Junior Congregation

May 2  
Shabbat Mishpacha and T’fillat Y’ladim

May 16  
Shabbat Mishpacha and Junior Congregation

All services start at 10:15 a.m.    

Shul is Cool (but it’s cooler if you join us!)



14

purim in the gan
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purim in the gan
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bet sefer
Torahfied - or How I learned to Have Confidence reading Hebrew
By Susan Simon

We all get those silly emails that get forwarded from one person to another.  Most of them are forgettable, but once I received 
an amusing message entitled “New Age Yiddish Dictionary,” which contained made-up words that rang so true they were actu-
ally clever.  A couple that I liked were mazilation (smashing a piece of matzah to bits while trying to butter it) and minyanastics 
(going to incredible lengths to find the tenth person to make a minyan).  But my very favorite was Torahfied – the inability to 
remember one’s Torah portion when called to chant during one’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah ceremony.  Most adults who have chanted 
from the Torah have experienced a moment of this phenomenon – the split second when the Torah scroll is opened, you find 
the place, and nothing looks at all familiar.  But a moment later, when you start your “Amen,” the words that you studied so 
hard come rushing back to you as if by magic, and your chanting proceeds.
I recently had the privilege of sitting in on a class where some of our teens talked to our 6th graders about their own Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah experiences.  The 6th graders were anxious to hear about the Torahfied part of the experience – were the teens 
nervous during their ceremonies?  Did they suddenly forget everything they had learned?  Did their nerves overtake them?  
Much to my delight, all three panelists said that when the day finally arrived, they weren’t terribly nervous.  They had studied 
so hard and so long that the ceremony was fun.
That was a lovely gift I received that afternoon – to hear from the teens’ mouths that they had had a good experience; to 
hear them explain that they were so well prepared that it wasn’t scary; and to hear their good memories of leading our con-
gregation in prayer.  As wonderful an experience as teaching is, you don’t always see the fruits of your labors or understand 
the impact you had on the life of a child.  But here was wonderful feedback – exactly the type of positive reinforcement 
every teacher needs.
I feel similarly when I watch the many congregants who have learned to chant from the Torah as adults.  Their willingness to 
put in the work to master the Hebrew words, learn the melodies, put it all together and then practice it enough times to read it 
without vowels and cantillation – they inspire me.  There is not a person who chants from the Torah on a Saturday morning at 
TBA who has not put in hours and hours of hard work so as to help us all fulfill the mitzvah of hearing the Torah read.  And 
yes, sometimes some of us get Torahfied for a moment or two – but there are always our shomrim beside us, to help us, to correct 
us, and to support us.  
There is very little that we can’t do if we put in the time and 
effort it takes to master a skill.  Our students learn this in 
the B’nai Mitzvah process; our adult Torah readers learn 
this when they take on a new reading.  And, as we approach 
Pesach, the same can be said when attending a seder.  This 
year, instead of feeling anxious when the leader asks you 
to read something aloud—feeling Haggadahfied—consider 
reviewing a Haggadah ahead of time.  For this week before 
the first Passover celebration, spend some time reviewing the 
many parts of the seder, deepening your understanding of 
the lessons, and practicing some of the Hebrew.  Our teens 
learned that the countless hours they put into the b’nai mitz-
vah process made their experience so much easier and more 
enjoyable.  If we all spend a fraction of that time preparing 
for our seders, maybe our own Pesach experiences will be 
more meaningful and devoid of performance jitters.  And if 
we do that, perhaps we will avoid the dreaded and horrific 
hebort– forgetting all of the Hebrew one ever learned imme-
diately after one’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah ceremony!

Youth Group  
CAlenDAr 

Please mark your calendars for the following  
future events for kids in Grades 4 - 6:

Sunday, April 26
Earth Day Activity 

including the movie Earth

Sunday, May 17
Final event of year  

Day at an Amusement Park

For more information email  
Dina or Phil Hankin at  
DinaHankin@aol.com.
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jewish education
OHDS 6th annual Graduation Trip to Israel
By Melanie Marcus

Following in the footsteps of our ancestors, Oakland Hebrew 
Day School (OHDS) eighth graders will be journeying 
to the Promised Land. These students will embark on the 
sixth annual graduation trip to Israel in May, the culminat-
ing experience of their OHDS education.  The theme of 
this year’s trip is Israel: Then and Now.  Be sure to ask TBA 
members Asher Jaffe, Dina Zangwill, Sam Werthan and Avi 
Whitten-Vile about this trip when you see them at shul.  The 
Israel trip is meant to serve as a meaningful testament to 
what we truly hold valuable and what we teach our students 
to understand and cherish. Through this trip, we are con-
fident that we will solidify within our students a culture of 
caring and a compassionate disposition. We are certain that 
a trip of this kind has a powerful impact on our school com-
munity and the greater Jewish community as a whole.
From Kindergarten through eighth grade, OHDS students 
are constantly exposed to modern Israeli culture.  Pop music, 
current events and Hebrew as a living language are just 
some of the ways we prepare our students not only for their 
trip to Israel, but for their responsibility to their homeland.  
Throughout the grades, students have established pen pal 
relationships with peers in Israel, collect tzedakah for causes 
throughout the land and keep in touch with the Israeli sol-
diers that work to protect Israel.  This year, the OHDS drama 
production, Annie Jr., was linked to a chesed project.  To con-
nect the play with our commitment to Israel, OHDS/TBA 
father, Barry Rotman, identified an orphanage in Israel that 
we could support.  As the school promoted the play, it also 
raised much needed funds for Neve Hanna, an orphanage 
within range of the grad-rockets (http://www.nevehanna.org). 
Come see it for yourself!  To schedule your personal tour 
of the OHDS campus, contact Melanie Marcus in the 
Admissions Office at (510) 531-8600, ext. 26 or email 
mmarcus@ohds.org. We invite you to read our weekly  
newsletter at http://ohds.org/newsletter.php.

Update from Tehiyah Day School
By Debbie Rosenfeld-Caparaz

The four sons in the Passover Haggadah can serve as a model 
for how to educate children. While the Passover story refers 
to a son that is wise, wicked, simple, and doesn’t even know 
how to ask a question, Tehiyah Day School also knows that 
there isn’t just one type of student.
Our teachers are passionate about the concept of differenti-
ated education. Each student possesses different strengths and 
responds to various ways of learning. In each grade, every 
effort is made to stay away from cookie-cutter lessons. The 
goal isn’t for the students to fit the mold, but for the instruc-
tion to fit the diversity of the student body.
Onna Schwindt, one of our first grade teachers, recently 
introduced the Whale Writing Café to her students to sup-
port their study of whales. The students were provided a 
menu of writing projects that they could choose from. 
The goal is for the children to practice their writing skills 
while learning more about whales, so how they go about it 
doesn’t really matter. The menu choices differentiate the writ-
ing experience based on individual interests, the multiple 
intelligences, Bloom’s taxonomy of questioning (learning 
objectives), and a variety of product outcomes. Here are a 
few examples from the 25 different menu choices: Make a 
cartoon strip about a conversation between two whales; write 
an advertisement for a whale watching trip; and write a song 
about a whale. 
Peak into Ruth Gorrin’s fourth grade classroom and you will 
see how she reaches students with a variety of math abilities. 
Students’ math lessons are tailored so that some children are 
given easier word problems to build their confidence before 
moving on to more advanced tasks, while others are told 
to skip the easy problems because they would be bored and 
jump ahead to the harder ones. While other times, students 
with focus problems may be given a mix of problems to 
maintain their interest. The most advanced students are asked 
to pair with their classmates, write their own word problems, 
and then solve each other’s creations.
This is only a small sampling of the creativity and compas-
sion that goes into developing the gifts of each Tehiyah  
student. 
To learn more about Tehiyah, please contact our admis-
sions director, Amy Utstein, at (510) 233-3013, ext. 239 or 
autstein@tehiyah.org. We look forward to welcoming you for 
a campus visit or for a tour.

Remember to check the TBA 
website, mid-month mailings  

and email updates for 
information about late-breaking 

TBA events and activities.

www.tbaoakland.org
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midrasha

wtba, cont.
Continued from page 5

Update from Bay area Midrasha in Oakland
By Kendra Lubalin

We wrapped up last semester with some great special pro-
grams for our students, and some for our parents as well.  
The 8th grade had a wonderful disability panel, with disabled 
volunteers from the Midrasha community coming to speak 
and answer questions.  They also had a program run by 
Rikki Sudikoff of JFCS, who brought together 8th graders 
and their parents for a great night exploring communication 
between the two.  The 9th graders and some of their parents 
had an amazing program with Zephira Derblich-Milea of 
Shalom Bayit (and also a TBA Bet Sefer teacher) on healthy 
and unhealthy relationships.  The 10th grade used the special 
programs’ nights as an opportunity to learn about the Let’s 
Go Israel summer trip to Israel.  The 11th and 12th grades 
had a series of comparative religion classes, first learning 
the many pluralistic Jewish takes on a topic, then having a 
Catholic teacher, Michael Patrick Murphy, come in and offer 
a fantastic lesson on the same topic from the Christian point 
of view. 
We said goodbye to two teachers at the end of last semes-
ter, and welcomed three new teachers to our staff.  Diana 

Zankowsky, the seventh grade teacher at TBA and the 
Confirmation teacher at Shir Ami, joins us to offer an elec-
tive on Eco-Kashrut.  Jonah Boyarin, who already knows 
many students as a member of the Etgar retreat staff, is teach-
ing a course on Jewish Humor in its historical context, and 
Rebecca Weiner, the Director of Education at Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav, joins us as a Kesher teacher and is offering an 
elective on connecting to your personal Judaism.  All great 
additions to our teaching staff!  
This semester also offers many highlights, such as an upcom-
ing panel on homelessness, a speaker from the former Soviet 
Union, a trip to the mikvah at Congregation Beth Jacob, 
an information/open house evening for 6th and 7th grade 
parents and students, a workshop for parents by Common 
Sense Media, and a great weekend of fundraising events, not 
to mention Graduation and Confirmations.  We have a lot 
in store!  
If you aren’t a parent of a Bay Area Midrasha teen, or you 
are but aren’t receiving my newsletter, I am happy to add 
you to the distribution list, if you would like more frequent 
updates about us.  Please just shoot me an email at bayare-
amidrasha@gmail.com and I will add you to my newsletter 
distribution list! 

haggadah is “If G-d had brought us out of Egypt, and had 
not inflicted judgment on the Egyptians, it would have been 
enough.” This is an important distinction. It reminds us that 
each of G-d’s acts alone would have been a miracle, but G-d 
did not stop at one miracle, G-d kept on giving.
So too for the Women of Temple Beth Abraham, our 
Sisterhood.  WTBA is not in the business of miracles, but 
it has had an exciting year of presenting opportunities for 
women to learn together this year.  Our programming began 
with a Women’s League Tisha B’Av day of study, and con-
tinued with a Rosh Chodesh Elul program – Preparing for 
the High Holy Days. That fabulous program was followed 
by learning in the Sukkah with Rachel Biale – Women 
Challenging Tradition. Anya Wayne delighted minds and 
palates with her presentation on Jews and Chocolate. Lisa 
Fernandez gave us a chance to polish our writing skills with 
her workshop, Family Story to Feature Article. Our March 
event, Bread Time Story presented by Faith Kramer – was 
another opportunity to bring together Jewish history, tradi-
tion and culinary delight. To borrow the phrasing of Daiyenu 
– If WTBA had presented all these learning events, and not 
done anymore this year it would be enough – Dayenu right?  
Wrong.  WTBA just keeps on giving.  This April we are 
sponsoring the second annual East Bay Jewish Women Study 
Torah evening.
Inspired by the first women’s Torah study evening held last 

year at Lafayette’s Temple Isaiah, WTBA, through the cre-
ative efforts of Jeanne Korn, Beth Sirull and Ellen Kaufman, 
has put together an amazing line up of scholars and speakers 
to teach here at TBA.  
In one evening you can meet and study with such inspiring 
women as Rabbis Judy Shanks, Sara Shendelman, Chaya 
Gusfield, Margie Jacobs, Carol Caine, and Bridget Wynn 
along with Cantors Jennie Chabon and Linda Hirschhorn 
(Vocolot) and educator Dalia Davis from the newly estab-
lished Merkaveh Torah Institute in Berkeley.
Lori Rosenthal who attended Temple Isaiah’s event is looking 
forward to the upcoming evening of study. “There is some-
thing magical about studying Torah with a group of women.  
Topics are discussed that will only be brought up in a group 
of women. Like the story of Jacob and Esau that was trans-
formed into a discussion of Leah and Rachel in the wedding-
day bride swap scenario.  The conversation switched from the 
traditional male sibling rivalry to one about female siblings, 
cooperation and rivalry between women. You can imagine 
the energy around a topic like that! It was fascinating.”
Jeanne, Beth and Ellen have designed an evening guaran-
teed to educate and inspire all of us. There will be breakout 
sessions with our scholars, socializing with women from 
throughout the East Bay and sweet treats at the dessert buf-
fet. So mark your calendar now, Thursday April 23 at 7 p.m. 
in the Social Hall and make a commitment to yourself to 
join your East Bay sisters for a great night of study. 
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Bittul Chametz - nullifying Chametz
A central law of Passover observance is the requirement to remove all traces of chametz from our homes and our lives. This tre-
mendous care with which we are told to clean our homes for Pesach is directly tied to this attempt to rid ourselves of chametz.
Once the house has been thoroughly cleaned, a final search for traces of chametz is conducted, complete with the symbolic 
collection of the last pieces of chametz. This search itself is symbolic of the innermost searching of our hearts to rid our-
selves of the yetzer ha-ra, the evil inclination. A candle is used because “the soul of a human is a lamp of the Lord, searching 
all the innermost parts.” We search for and remove this chametz, freeing us to fully celebrate our freedom.
Immediately following the search for chametz, a formula is recited which effectively nullifies any chametz which may not 
have been found during the search. This is kind of an insurance policy which ensures that any chametz that inadvertently 
escaped detection is considered “as dust of the earth.”

Materials
You will need ten pieces of chametz (bread crusts, broken 
pieces of bread, or bagel), a candle, a match, a feather, a 
wooden spoon, and a paper plate or container.
What To Do
1. On the night before Pesach, immediately after sundown, 
someone hides ten pieces of chametz around the house. The 
searchers should not see where the pieces are hidden.
2. Light a candle.
3. Recite the “Bedikat Chametz blessing.”

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam asher  
kid'shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al bi’ur chametz.
Praised are You, Adonai, our God, King of the universe, who 
has sanctified us through commandments, commanding us 
to remove all chametz. 

4. Conduct the search, 
using the candle to illumi-
nate areas. When a piece 
of chametz is found, sweep 
it onto the wooden spoon 
using the feather, and then 
deposit it into the contain-
er or on the paper plate.
5. Be sure to collect all the 
pieces that were hidden.

6. After the search is concluded, recite the Bittul Chametz 
formula. It is to be said out loud and in a language one 
understands.

Any Chametz or leaven that is in my possession which I 
have not seen,  have not removed and do not know about, 
should be nullified  and be worthless and considered like 
dust.
7. Secure the chametz in the container or in a small area of 
the kitchen where chametz for the morning of Erev Pesach is 
kept. There are some who take the gathered chametz outside 
and burn it in their barbecue or other container.
Practical Questions and Answers
Why is a candle used?
The search is conducted at night when the candle’s illumina-
tion is more effective. The candle is considered the best tool 
for illuminating the search because it can be used in crevices, 
nooks, and crannies.
Why use a wooden spoon?
A wooden spoon was probably used because it, too, can be 
burned with chametz.
Why use a feather?
Whisk brooms were often made of feathers, so this one feath-
er for Bedikat Chametz acted as a miniature whisk broom.
Must we use a feather and spoon?
No. This is a custom. The law requires the searching for and 
removal of the chametz. What tools you use to accomplish 
this are strictly custom and tradition.

The Omer’s Passover Survival Guide
Timely information and tips for a joyous Pesach  

from the editors of The Omer.
Please enjoy this section with our traditional Passover information.We hope you will find this information useful and that it 
contributes to your personal celebration of freedom! Plan Ahead: The first Seder is April 8 this year!

special passover section
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Detergents:

If permitted during the year,  
powdered and liquid detergents do  

not require a kosher le-Pesach label.

Medicine:

Since chametz binders are used in many pills, 
the following guidelines should be followed: 
if the medicine is required for life sustaining 
therapy, it may be used on Pesach.

If it is not for life-sustaining therapy, some 
authorities permit, while others prohibit. 
Consult the rabbi. In all cases, capsules are 
preferable.

*Coffee:

Be aware that coffees produced by General 
Foods are not kosher for Passover unless 
marked KP.

special passover section

leavened 
bread
cakes

biscuits
crackers
cereal

coffees  
containing 

cereal  
derivative*

wheat
barley

oats
spelt
rye 

liquids  
containing 
ingredients 

or flavors 
made from 

grain  
alcohol

Prohibited Foods

Legumes
The Committee on Jewish Law and 

Standards has ruled unanimously that 
peanuts and peanut butter are per-

missible, as peanuts are not actu-
ally legumes. 

Some Ashkenazic authorities 
permit, while others forbid, 
the use of legumes in a form 
other than their natural 
state, for example, corn 
sweeteners, corn oil, soy oil. 

Sephardic authorities permit 
the use of all of the above. 

Consult the rabbi for guid-
ance in the use of these 

products.

unopened  
packages or 

containers of 
natural  

coffee without 
 cereal addi-

tives*
sugar

pure tea
salt (not 
iodized)
pepper

natural spices
frozen fruit 

juice with no 
additives
frozen 

(uncooked)  
vegetables  

 (see Legumes)
milk

butter
cottage cheese 

(with no  
additives)

cream cheese 
(with no  
additives)

ripened 
cheeses such 

as ched-
dar (hard), 
muenster 

(semi-soft) and 
Camembert 

(soft)
frozen 

(uncooked)  
fruit (with no  

additives)
baking soda

Category A
Foods which do not require a kosher le-Pesach 
label if purchased prior to Pesach:

fresh fruits and  
vegetables  

(see  Legumes)

eggs 
fresh fish  

fresh meat

Also in Category C 
Baked products: Matzah, cakes, matzah flour, 
farfel, matzah meal, and any products con-
taining matzah

Canned or bottled fruit juices: These juices 
are often clarified with kitniyot which are 
not listed among the ingredients. However, if 
one knows there are no such agents, the juice 
may be purchased prior to Pesach without a 
kosher le-Pesach label

Canned tuna: Since tuna, even when packed 
in water, has often been processed in veg-
etable broth and/or hydrolyzed protein, it 
requires a kosher le-Pesach label. However, 
if it is known that the tuna is packed exclu-
sively in water, without any additional 
ingredients or additives, it may be purchased 
without a kosher le-Pesach label

wine
vinegar
liquor

oils
dried fruit

candy
chocolate  

flavored milk
ice cream

yogurt 
soda

Category C
The following foods require 
a kosher le-Pesach label if 
purchased before or during 
Pesach:

milk
butter
juices

vegetables

fruit
milk products

spices
coffee

tea
fish

all foods listed 
in Category C

Category D

The following processed foods (canned, 
bottled or frozen), require a kosher le-
Pesach label if purchased during Pesach: 

Permitted Foods

Category B
The following foods do not 
require a kosher le-Pesach label 
if purchased before or during 
Pesach

Is that  
Kosher 

for 
Passover?

Source material from the 
 “Rabbinical Assembly Pesach Guide”

rice
corn
millet

legumes 
(beans and peas;  

however, string beans  
are permitted)

Most Ashkenazic authorities have  
added the following foods:
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special passover section

Kashering of Utensils
The process of kashering utensils depends on how the utensils are used. According to halakhah, leaven can be purged from a utensil 
by the same process in which it was absorbed in the utensil (ke-voleo kakh poleto). Therefore, utensils used in cooking are kashered 
by boiling, those used in broiling are kashered by fire and heat, and those used only for cold food are kashered by rinsing.

Dishwasher:

After not using the machine 
for a period of 24 hours, a full 
cycle with detergent should 
be run.

Kitchen Sink

A metal sink can be kashered 
by thoroughly cleaning and 
then pouring boiling water 
over it. A porcelain sink 
should be cleaned and a sink 
rack used. If dishes are to be 
soaked in a porcelain sink, a 
dish basin must be used.

Chametz and  
Non-Passover Utensils:

Non-Passover dishes, pots and 
chametz whose ownership has 
been transferred, should be 
separated, locked up or cov-
ered, and marked in order to 
prevent accidental use.

Electrical Appliances

If the parts that come in 
contact with chametz are 
removable, they can be kash-
ered in the appropriate way 
(if metal, follow the rules for 
metal utensils). If the parts 
are not removable, the appli-
ance cannot be kashered. 
(All exposed parts should be 
thoroughly cleaned.)

Glassware

Authorities disagree as to the 
method for kashering drink-
ing utensils. One opinion 
requires soaking in water 
for three days, changing the 
water every 24 hours. The 
other opinion requires only 
a thorough scrubbing before 
Pesach, or putting them 
through a dishwasher.

Metal 
(wholly made of metal) 

Utensils used in fires  
(spit, broiler) must first be 
thoroughly scrubbed and 
cleansed and then made 
as hot as possible. Those 
used for cooking or eating 
(silverware, pots) must be 
thoroughly scrubbed and 
cleaned and completely 
immersed in boiling water. 
Pots should have water 
boiled in them which will 
overflow the rim. The uten-
sils should not be used for a 
period of at least 24 hours 
between the cleaning and 
the immersion in boiling 
water. Metal baking utensils 
cannot be kashered.

Earthenware

China, pottery, etc., cannot 
be kashered. However, fine 
translucent chinaware which 
has not been used for over a 
year may be used if scoured 
and cleaned in hot water.

Ovens and Ranges

Every part that comes in 
contact with food must be 
thoroughly scrubbed and 
cleaned. Then, oven and 
range should be heated as 
hot as possible for a half 
hour. If there is a broil set-
ting, use it. Self-cleaning 
ovens should be scrubbed 
and cleaned and then put 
through the self-cleaning 
cycle. Continuous cleaning 
ovens must be kashered in 
the same manner as regular 
ovens.

Microwave Ovens:

Ovens which do not cook 
food by means of heat 
should be cleaned, and 
then a cup of water should 
be placed inside. Then the 
oven should be turned on 
until the water disappears. A 
microwave oven that has a 
browning element cannot be 
kashered for Pesach.

Tables,  
Closets and Counters:

If used with chametz, 
they should be thoroughly 
cleaned and covered, and 
then they may be used.
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cooking corner

Oil and matzo cake meal for the pans
2 ¼ cups grated zucchini  
(tightly packed in measuring cup)
2 eggs, beaten
¼ cup matzo meal

1 cup grated mild, white cheese (try half moz-
zarella and parmesan if available for Passover)
2 Tablespoons fresh, chopped parsley or basil
1 clove garlic, very finely minced, optional
2 Tablespoons oil, preferably olive oil if  
available for Passover

The matzo meal gives the crust a nice crunch, but does make for an untraditional pizza.
While they liked it, my sons didn’t think it should really be called a pizza, so change the name if your family 
has strict definitions of what is or isn’t a pizza.  I didn’t fess up to the zucchini being part of the crust until 
the boys were well into their teens.  
We like this crust topped with a little tomato sauce and shredded cheese.  I’ve also topped it with sauce,  
garlic sautéed greens and cheese.  It is versatile and can take to almost any topping; however, I’d  
recommend you use a light hand.  This crust can get overwhelmed with too heavy or soggy a topping.
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  Grease two 9-inch pie plates with the oil and dust lightly with matzo cake 
meal. (The thin, metal pans work best. Disposable foil pans should work, too.)
Put zucchini, eggs, matzo meal, cheese, fresh herbs, minced garlic (if using) and 1 tablespoon of the oil in  
a large bowl. Mix well until combined. 
Press mixture evenly into the prepared pie pans. Put in the oven. After about 20 minutes, brush the crusts 
with the remaining oil.  Bake for another 15-20 minutes (for a total of 35 to 40) or until the crusts have 
turned a golden brown. Take them out of the oven.  
After about 20 minutes, brush the crusts with the remaining oil.  Bake for another 15-20 minutes (for a  
total of 35 to 40) or until the crusts have turned a golden brown. Take them out of the oven.  
Cool for 10 minutes and then slip a spatula beneath the crusts to loosen them from the pan to prevent  
breakage when serving, but keep the crusts in their pans. (Crusts can be made ahead to this point and  
kept well wrapped in the refrigerator.  Allow to come to room temperature before proceeding.)
Have toppings precooked or at room temperature as appropriate.  Scatter pizza toppings (see note above)  
on the crusts and bake at 400 degrees until heated and cheese has melted.  Enjoy!

 

Passover Zucchini-MatZo Meal PiZZa 
Serves 4 to 6

Passover Food 
By Faith Kramer

“What can I eat?”
That’s the little acknowledged but often heard “other” ques-
tion at Passover, asked by all sons and daughters (and occa-
sionally spouses).  
It’s those regular meals and food needs I find so challenging 
at Passover.  The Seders with their gourmet and/or traditional 
foods I can handle, everyone knows what to expect and no 
one grumbles about the lack of bread or related products. 
Everyone, uhm, seems to rise to the occasion.
It’s the everyday meals and snacks that can be so challenging, 
even in a household like mine with lots of fruits and vegeta-

bles on hand.  I know there are plenty of kosher-for-Passover 
versions of everything from cereal to fruit snacks, but they are 
expensive, sometimes disappointing in taste and nutrition, 
and hard to find (especially after Passover starts – memo to 
grocery stores – Passover lasts eight days, stock for it, please) 
or require a special trip to Jewish-oriented markets.
That’s why certain recipes have become part of my Passover 
tradition.  They are family friendly, lend themselves to left-
overs with easy snacking potential and taste good, not just 
“well-this-is-okay at-Passover-but-I wouldn’t-eat-this-any-
other-time-of- the-year” good.
This recipe is adapted from Molly Katzen’s Zucchini-Crusted 
Pizza in the 1992 revised version of Moosewood Cookbook 
published by Ten Speed Press.

Faith Kramer blogs her food at www.clickblogappetit.blogspot.com.
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1
Trevor Kaplan

Andreas Lorenz 
2

Tirzah Brott
Stella Goodwin 

Allison Kent Weiss 
Danielle Raskin

3
Dan Kaiser 
Eva Sasson

Pamela Schwartz 
Shira Weisbach 
Naomi Weiss

4
Aaron Sloan Freid

Jerry Lorber
5

Cindy Mirkin 
Maya Young

6
Elizabeth Epstein 

Steven Glaser 
David Lorber 

Kevin Schwartz 
Ian von Kugelgen

Samuel Ziegler 
7

Noah Belkin
Roberta Masliyah 

Avrah Ross
8

Mary Kelly 
Shira Kharrazi

9
Steven Grossman 
Jonathan Jacobs 
Rachel Swetnam
Melissa Werthan 

10
Michelle Cossette
Fernand Garcia 

Jeffery Michael Hamilton
Steven Jacobs 
Fred Knauer 

Laura Lake-Gorelick 
Jenny Michaelson 

Anat Shenker 
11

David Goodwin 
12

Renuka Bornstein 
Fifi Goodfellow 

Noah Hagey 
Robert Klein 
Amy Nathan 

Sara Aviva Teitelbaum
Sheldon Whitten-Vile 

13
Beverly Turchin 

14
Sophia Blachman-Biatch

Aaron Sloan Freid
Isabel Goldman
Rosalind Heeger

Judith Stein 

15
Zoe Brott

Willa Heeger
16

Amanda Becker
Benjamin Jacobs

17
Gwynn Simon 

18
Mathew Frierman 

Maayan Rubin
19

Ray Plumhoff 
Liat Porat 

20
Eva Handlers
Lindasue Kay 
Steven Kay 

Erik Wolfers 
Joseph Young 

21
Desten Broach 

Noah Isaacs
Ilse Sanders 
Noah Stein

Lawrence Wallcave 
22

Audrey Hyman 
Lila Miller

Melissa Morewitz 
David Oseroff

23
Evan Riter

24
Ariel Trost 
Gideon Ur 

Theodor Weiss
25

Heike Friedman 
Liam Gordon

Shoshana Yael Kay
26

Joseph Karwat 
Benjamin Marinoff

27
Talia Mc Lean
Welch Warren 

28
Maya Rath 

29
Benjamin Morewitz

30
Steven Harris 

Bayla Jaffe
Sarah Levine

Simone Rotman
Elana Sasson

Walter Teitelbaum

April Birthdays

thank you  life cycles

VOLUNTEERS
Joy Jacobs
Beth Ann Glick-Scroggins
Hildie Spritzer
Leah Turchin
Tosha Schore
Diane Whitten-Vile
Sheldon Whitten-Vile
Melissa Werthan
Karen Bloom
David Avidor 
Anne Levine  
Ellen Kauffman 
Stacy Margolin   
Arlene Zuckerberg  
Debbie Weinstein  
Deborah Sosebee 
Penny Harris 

Eric Friedman
Elizabeth Simms
June Brott
Lisa Tabak
Jeff Lipsett
Jeanne Korn 
Susan Simon
June Marinoff
David Marinoff 
Kim Carter
Samantha Spielman
Caren Spencer  
Garret Schwartz  
Karen Bloom  
Curt Schacker

SPONSORS
June & Gene Brott
Eden & Marc Bruner
Virginia & Murray Davis
Susan & Dennis Gildea
Jay Goldman & Mona Goldfine
June & David Marinoff
Jing & Joel Piser
Adi & Curt Schacker
Deborah & Michael Sosebee
Samantha Spielman & Barry Barnes
Debbie Weinstein & David Paulson
Diane & Sheldon Whitten-Vile
and a special thank you to Dawn 
Margolin & Susan Simon who gave 
up their use of the social hall for 
the week to allow the Art Fair to 
take place.

ART FAIR THANK YOU
Thank you to our Art Fair Volunteers and Sponsors!  We couldn’t have done it without you!
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life cycles
B

’n
ai

 M
it

zv
ot elliot Gordon – april 4, 2009

My name is Elliot Gordon and my Hebrew name is Chaim Ben Mordechai v’Gavriella.  I 
am 13 years old.  I was born in Stockholm, Sweden. This is my family; my dad Allan, 
my mom Gabriella, my 10-year-old sister Yael, and my little brother Liam who is 5. We 
moved here from Sweden four years ago. First I went to Thornhill elementary school in 
Montclair, and now I go to Piedmont Middle School and I’m in the 6th grade. I had to 
repeat the 3rd grade when I came to the United States because I didn’t speak English. 
Now I guess I speak fluent English and no one really notices that I’m from another 
country.  I play baseball and soccer.  I also play guitar and hope to get an electric guitar 
soon – perhaps as a Bar Mitzvah gift?  My favorite reading is science fiction but also 
horror books attract me. I dream of becoming an actor when I grow up. I have been in 
drama class plays like Harry Potter and The Great Adventures of Mr. Toad.
The Torah portion I’m going to read is called Tzav. It contains the laws of sacrifice. 
Since my Bar Mitzvah is on Shabbat HaGadol, I will be reading a different Haftarah. 
So, for my drash I will be talking more about Shabbat HaGadol, The Great Shabbat.  I 
will discuss how this special haftarah connects us with what is truly important; it reminds us 
of the upcoming Pesach when we invite the prophet Elijah to our homes (we open the door 
during the Seder) and how he will redeem all the peoples from Pharaohs or other evil leaders.
To help me prepare for this day I have had help from my parents, from my tutor Outi 
Gould, and from Rabbi Bloom and Warren Gould. I’m happy they assisted me, because if 
not, I would not have been ready. And I hope I’m ready to become a Bar Mitzvah, and stand 
in front of all you to show you that I can do it. I am looking forward to the day of my Bar 
Mitzvah as many of our family and friends are coming all the way from Sweden to celebrate 
with us.
For my tzedakah project I’m donating 10% of my money to an organization called Heifer 
International. It’s a non-profit organization that you donate money to and they will buy farm 
animals for poor families in Africa. They buy bees, cows, goats, sheep etc.   I believe that this 
is a good donation because there are more poor families around the world than in the United 
States. This is why I decided to donate to Heifer.

Benjamin ari Jacobs – april 25, 2009
My name is Ben Jacobs.  I am a 7th grade student at Contra Costa Jewish Day School 
in Lafayette.  I was in the first kindergarten when the school opened in 2001.  I have a 
younger brother named Noah, two older sisters who live in Maine, two nephews, and a 
goldendoodle named Cosmo.
I like hanging out with my friends from my school and my neighborhood.  I also have 
made some great friends in my Bet Sefer class and I am really enjoying getting to know 
them.  I enjoy many different sports.  I swim for our neighborhood swim team and I 
play basketball and flag football.  Math is my favorite subject at school, but I actually 
like all of my subjects, probably because I have such good teachers.
My Parasha is Tazria-Metzora and it is about the biblical form of leprosy.  Tazria focus-
es on diagnosing leprosy, whereas Metzora tells what to do to purify the infected.  In 
my d’var Torah I will focus on the exclusion of individuals from the community that 
occurred after they were diagnosed with the disease.
I want to thank my tutors, Joel Siegel and my Dad, for their excellent instruction and 
support, Rabbi Bloom for helping me with my d’var Torah, and Henry Ramek for inspiring 
me in my studies.  I also want to thank my family and my teachers (both at CCJDS and at 
the Bet Sefer).  Finally my whole family loves being part of Temple Beth Abraham and I am 
grateful to have my Bar Mitzvah at TBA.
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new members  life cycles

nISan 3-9
March 28-April 3
Samuel Moses
Adolph Moore
Bettie Bercovich
H. Andre Blau
Herman Hertz
Nathan Blaustein
Nathan Blumstein
Samuel DeVorin
Richard Fickes
Sam Glasser
Allen Lee Lipsett
Hilda Brodke
Pearl Brodke
Sarah Gordon
Israel Kurtz
Samuel Peters
Jennie Bercovich
Samuel Schneiderman
Irving Barach
James Abe Dickson
Martha Harris
Soloman Klor
Rebecca Rubin
Samuel Shneiderman

nISan 10-16
April 4-10
Grace Gill
Rose Gottesman
Elliott Nankin
Eleanor Heyman
Sam Jarmulowsky
Holton Jocelyn
Annie Levit
Leo Lorber
Shirley Rosenberg
Lonnie Balint Blutstein
Nelly Collins

Joseph Epstein
Fritz Gottschalk
Philip Oseroff
Ben Weiss
Stanley Behr
Donald Bleiberg
David Cook
Vera Popper
Beatrice Feuerstein Simon
Jack David Leon
Henrik Balint
Rose Gelfond
Elsa Maho
Avrim A. Raskin
Irene Langberg
Solomon Saidan
Joseph David Weiss

nISan 17-23
April 11-17
Bessie Altman
Eva Johnston
Michael Nicolas Miller
Samuel Schechtman
William Elkin
Murray Goldstein
Richard Gray
Stephen Lazar
Frances S. Miller
Charles Friedman
Abraham Hoffman
Eve Reingold
Nathan Weissman
Renee Davis
Samuel Heimy
Sidney Szepsel Kahane
Albert Levine
Albert Louis Block
Pavel Blyumenkrantz
Raymond Bolton

Mafalda Janet Di Perri
Milton Heyman
Miriam Kivel
Gussie Leson
Sophelina Reingold
Annie Silver
Augusta Wolffs
Claire Braaf
Judith Diamont
David Klein
Shelly Lipton
Aaron Nudler
Rose Applebaum
Mildred Burnstein
Shlomo Fixler
Abraham Grossman
Nancy Quittman
Rosalie Rogers
Annie Silver
Edith Weinberg

nISan 24-30
April 18-24
Leon Benjamin
Sidney Bernstein
Bertha Bercovich
Joseph Jacobs
Ida Jaffe
Dora Ruvkun
Lillie Pearl Silver
Mary Simon
Joseph Banks
Mayer Goldberg
Herman Weisman
Herman Zatkin
Alvin Alper
Harry David
Maurice Glasser
Anna Leah Goldman
Harold Zurier

Isadore Schecthman
Walter Green
Simon Nankin
Helen Schleifer
Maurice Bolton
Burton Polse
Pearl Weinstein

IYar 1-6
April 25-May 1
Rose Mauskopf
Pearl Myers
Rust Rose
Ida Dorothy Schwartz
Frank S. Cohen
Phoebe Grossman
Steven Beilock
Reuben Levy
Reuben J. Lory
Dorothy Dronsick
Morris Gerstler
Eva Liss
Fannie Schiffman
Jacob L. Schiffman
Alice Steiner
George Sternberg
Jeanette Esrig
Harry Lazerwitz
Abraham Shapiro
Ida Gevertz
David Harris
Rosalind Rosenbaum
Janet Bleckner
Henry Isaac Friendly
Hannah Herfield
Leah Lampart
Harry Mogill
Benjamin Paul

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

April Yahrzeits

Recent Deaths in Our Community
allan Stone, father of Anya Wayne
eric Baum, father of Amy Tessler
Florence Coutin

MEMORIAL PLAQUE  Anyone wishing to purchase a memorial plaque, please contact Pinky at the synagogue office at extension 28.

TBA Welcomes New Members
Edan and Sharon Alva and their son
Brad and Linh Becker and their three children

Renat Engel and her two children
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donations

Centennial Project Fund
Linda Arons
Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg
Shelby & Adrienne Miller
David Salk & Leah Kaizer
Harlan Simon & Mary Cain-Simon

Centennial Match Fund
Alliance of Community Health: in memory of Joe Zatkin
David & Marcia Benjamin
Sam & Ellen Bercovich: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Randall & Cheryl Berger: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Susan Bluer: in memory of Joe Zatkin 
Michael & Liat Bostick: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Benjamin & Jessica Braun
Harold & Sara Buchman: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Laird Burnett: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Kenneth & Ann Cohn: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Elinor DeKoven: get well wishes to Lulu Burt, Ethel Shaffer, 

Emanuel Riter
Barry & Laura Denenberg: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Steve Fankuchen
Sol Feldman & Dena Belinkoff: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Mark Fickes & William Gentry
Marilyn & W. B. Fountain: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Dan Freideberg: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Richard & Fay Froh: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Ronald & Lynn Gerber
Morris Goldberg: in memory of Julius Goldberg and  

Rheta Goldberg
Ronald & Carol Goldman: in memory of Joseph Zatkin
Alfred & Gertrude Halpern: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Richard Heeger & Alice Hale: in memory of Barbara Korin
Alice Kessler: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Randall & Jan Kessler: in memory of Joe Zatkin
George & Janet King: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Robert Klein & Doreen Alper
Martin Lipton & Robbin Mashbein: in memory of Joe Zatkin
David & Tania Madfes: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Judith Mears: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Misia Nudler: speedy recovery to Ethel Shaffer, Tobe 

Burnstein and Elinor 
Warner & Henrietta Oberndoerfer: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Barbara Oseroff: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Richard & Martha Pastcan: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Betty Ann Polse: in memory of Joe Zatkin
RINA Accountancy Corp: in memory of Joe Zatkin
David & Lori Rosenthal: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt: happy birthday Susan Sasson
Reba Schechtman: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Reba Schechtman: speedy recovery Ethel Shaffer

Ruth Schneider: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Harvey & Sandra Schuster: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Pola Silver: in memory of Joe Zatkin and get well Ethel 

Shaffer
Shirley Silver: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Michael & Deborah Sosebee: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Lisa Sterling
Neil & Madeline Weinstein: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Stuart & Abby Zangwill: in honor of Aaron Grossman’s  

Brit Milah
Stuart & Abby Zangwill: in honor of Adili Rutenberg’s  

Brit Milah
Stuart & Abby Zangwill: in honor of Avery Sezak’s Brit Milah
Stuart & Abby Zangwill: in honor of Gabriel Carr’s Brit Milah
Stuart & Abby Zangwill: in honor of Moses Kletter’s  

Brit Milah
Stuart & Abby Zangwill: in honor of Yoav Postell’s Brit Milah
George Zunich & Tamara Judson: in memory of Joe Zatkin

J. Jeger Kitchen Fund
Norman & Jo Budman: in memory of Joe Zatkin, Ruth Roth 

and for a healthy recovery
Jack Coulter: Patriots Chavurah
Fifi Goodfellow: in memory of Latifa Naggar
Norbert & Alice Nemon: in memory of Tillie Eisenberg
Misia Nudler: get well Lynn Kotz
Misia Nudler: in memory of Joe Zatkin

General Fund
Joan Aldeff: in memory of Helen Aldeff
David & Shany Barukh: in memory of my father
Paul & Doris Coopersmith: in memory of Pearl Coopersmith
Morris Goldberg: in memory of Julius and Rheta Goldberg
Murray & Janet Gordon: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Richard Heeger & Alice Hale
Regina A. Karp
Leonard Katz: in memory of Freda Katz
Nathaniel & Shirley Margolin: in memory of Isadore 

Margolin and Abraham Silverman
Harold & Jean Pearl: in memory of Max Pearl
Kelsi & Drew Perttula
Curtis & Adi Schacker: in honor of Bella Gordon’s  

conversion
Annie J. Schwartz Strom: in memory of Samuel Jaffe

Kiddush Fund
Paul & Doris Coopersmith: in memory of Jennie 

Coopersmith
Leonard & Helen Fixler: get well Ethel Schaffer, and in  

memory of Joe Zatkin
Fifi Goodfellow: in memory of Moshe Naggar
Alison Heyman: in memory of Joe Zatkin

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

Continued on page 27



27

thank you

For a complete list of funds and other ways to support  
our synagogue, visit www.tbaoakland.org and select  

“Fundraising” from the left column.

Paul & Galen Rothman: in memory of Albert Rothman

Minyan Fund
Alexander & Lynne Bunin
Fifi Goodfellow: in memory of Charles Marcus
Martin & Evelyn Hertz
Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt: in memory of Phil Rothblatt

Camper/scholarship Fund
Joan & Hershel Solomon: in memory of Blanche Neuman

Playground Fund
Lauren & Brian Kaplan: in memory of Jay Michaelson

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
Michele Garber
Martin & Evelyn Hertz: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Jessie & Susan Kasdan: in memory of Louis Kasdan
Paul & Galen Rothman: in memory of Albert Rothman
Vera Zatkin: in memory of Joe Zatkin

Cantor Discretionary Fund
Maurice & Barbara Weill: in memory of Lawrence 

Singerman

Rosebud Silver Fund
Rita Frankel: in memory of Harold “Tott” Frankel

Davis Hunger Fund
Steve Fankuchen
Sharon Fogelson: in memory of Lily Fogelson
Sidney & Ethel Shaffer: in memory of Harry Simon
Celia Somers: in memory of Charles Somers

Endowment Fund
Sally & Victor Aelion: in memory of Rachel Aelion
Leonard & Roberta Cohn: in memory of Joe Zatkin
Morris Goldberg: in memory of Julius Goldberg and Rheta 

Goldberg
Larry Miller & Mary Kelly: in memory of William Miller
Ilya & Regina Okh: in memory of David Okh
Leonard Wolf: in memory of Marion Neuman Wolf
Leonard Wolf: in memory of Sam Wolf and Joe Zatkin

Hertz Interfaith Fund
Gerald & Ruby Hertz: in memory of W. Mokofsky

Hamentaschen Bakers: Anya Wayne (lead baker), Bella 
Gordon, Bonnie Burt, Dawn Margolin, Deborah Sosebee, 
Diane Whitten-Vile, Dvora McLean, Esther Rogers, Jan 
Kessler, Jeanne Korn, Jing Piser, Jonathan Turman, Julie 
Rubenstein, June Brott, Lynn Langfeld, Stacy Margolin, 
and Stephanie Roach.

Basket Assemblers: Abby Klein, Abby Zangwill, Art 
Rosenberg, Avi Eliahu, Barbara Gross, Caroline Hastings, 
Connie Kreeger, Deborah Sosebee, Eli Persin, Ethan 
Grossman, Hannah Sosebee, Jonah Bloom, Joy Jacobs, 
Karen Bloom, Marci Gottlieb, Micah Bloom, Miriam 
Green, Patricia Eliahu, Sara Korn, Shelley Egger, Steven 
Grossman, Susan Persin, and Susan Cossette.

Delivery Route Coordinator: Jeanne Korn

Route Drivers: Abby Klein, Abby Zangwill, Amy Moscov, 
Amy Tessler, Armin Brott, Art Gould, Art Rosenberg, 
Barbara Gross, Barbara Rothblatt, Bonnie Burt, Cara 
Spangler, Caroline Hastings, Chuck Bernstein, Colin 
Schlesinger, Corinne Kreeger, Curt Schacker, David 
Lenik, Dawn Margolin, Debbie Spangler, Doree Jurow 
Klein, Eric Friedman, Flo Raskin, Howard Zangwill, Jan 
Kessler, Jeanne Korn, Jenny Berg, Jerry Levine, Jo Ilfeld, 
Joan Korin, Joanne Bernstein, Joy Jacobs, Judy Shalev, 
Jueli Garfinkle, Julie Cohen, Karen Bloom, Karen Kelley, 
Liat Porat, Lisa Kharrazi , Lisa Tabak, Lori Jaffe, Marcia 
Benjamin, Marty Stone, Mary Odenheimer, Michael 

Aronson, Misia Nudler, Paul Raskin, Rabbi Mark, Randy 
Kessler, Renee Marx, Rick Heeger, Ruth Kleinman, 
Shelley Egger, Steve Grossman, Susan Cossette, Susan 
Persin, Susan Sasson, Allison Heyman, Jill Rosenthal 
and Wendy Siver.

College Basket Coordinator: Debra Barach

Volunteer Coordinator: Amy Tessler

Basket Schlepping to Cars: Eli Persin, Elliot Lenik, 
Ethan Grossman, Jonah Bloom, Micah Bloom

Office Assistance: Agnes Pencovic, Aliza Schechter, Art 
Rosenberg, Christine Tripod, and Pinky Pencovic.

All Kinds of Heavy Lifting: Dennis Moore, and Joe 
Lewis.

Food Donors: Daryl & Bryna Ross, American Licorice 
Company, Bloomfield Bakery, Steve Grossman & Clif Bar, 
Dagoba Organic Chocolate, Hain-Celestial Group, Hennie 
Hecht, Edie Mills, Eve & Henry Ramek, Michael Rose, 
Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods.

And of course, the incredible co-chairs: Jing Piser, for 
creating the most beautiful basket yet; Steve Grossman, 
for procuring fabulous items; and Deborah Sosebee, who 
with Steve oversaw all things large and small.

TODAH RABBAH!

Thank You To All These Members Who Made Our  
Mishloach Minot Fundraiser a Success ~ You Made Over $25,000 for TBA!

Continued from page 26
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Chag Sameach!
Pesach Services:
First Day Services: Thursday, April 9, 9:00 a.m.
Eighth Day Services: Thursday, April 16, 9:00 a.m.


