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June 28 Korach
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Friday, June 6
Confirmation and Graduation
6:15 P.M. Sanctuary

Join us as we support our teens and celebrate the confir-
mation of our 10th graders, who continued their studies 
at Midrasha, and this year’s Bet Sefer 7th grade gradua-
tion class.

Saturday, June 7
Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
9:30 A.M. Sanctuary

Shabbat services are highlighted by this year’s adult 
B’nai Mitzvah class, all of whom decided to pursue  
this milestone life just a bit past their 13th birthdays. 
Mazel Tov to all!

Saturday, June 7, 21
Shabbat Mishpacha 
10:15 A.M. Gan Kitah Gimmel

Shabbat Mishpacha is TBA’s parent-led, child-oriented 
Shabbat morning service.  All families with children ages 
six and under are welcome.

Saturday, June 7
Junior Congregation
10:15 A.M. Chapel

For 3rd-6th graders and their families. Junior 
Congregation is the place to be. Hang with your friends, 
learn new prayers, get some yummy challah, and hear 
wonderful Torah tales.  Don’t oversleep.  Come to  
synagogue and join us!

Sunday, June 8
Women on The Move Hike
9:45 A.M. 

Join the Women of TBA the second Sunday of each 
month as we hike/walk for an hour and a half. We ren-
dezvous at 9:45 A.M., and depart promptly at 10:00. 
The June hike will be at Golden Spike Trail in Redwood 
Regional Park. No need to rsvp; just show up! Contact 
Judith Klinger at kcurls@sbcglobal.net or 482-1609 with 
any questions.

Sunday, June 8, 15, 22, 29
Synagogue Sunday Strollers
10:30 A.M. Kitah Alef Classroom

Join TBA’s new babies and their families to talk, walk and 

share the fun of life with baby! RSVP to Alicia Cernitz-
Schwartz salsadansa@yahoo.com.

Sunday, June 8
Erev Shavuot Services: Stickers, 
Services, and Ice Cream
6:15 P.M. Sanctuary

Our annual Shavout Family Services will feature prizes 
for all our youngsters who attended 18 or more services. 
In the tradition of eating dairy on this holiday, services 
will be followed by an ice cream party.

Sunday, June 8
Tikkun Leyl Shavuot
8:00 P.M. - 12:01 A.M. Social Hall

For the first time, we will be holding our late-night study 
session with our friends at Temple Sinai. Cheesecake,  
coffee and other caffeinated beverages will be served.

Saturday, June 21
Shabbat Celebration 
9:30 A.M. Sanctuary

Join us for a very special Kiddush celebration after  
services as we celebtrate the 60th wedding anniversary  
of long term members, Agnes and Pinky Pencovic.

Saturday, June 21
T’fillat Yeladim 
10:15 A.M. Chapel

Kindergarten through 2nd grade children and their par-
ents are invited to attend our newest parent-led service.  
Parents and children pray, play, and participate together 
in this child-friendly service.

Monday, June 23:
People of the Book Club
7:30 P.M. Home of Jeff and Naomi Karlin

Join the men and women of our book club to discuss 
After Long Silence by Helen Fremont. We will gather at 
7:30 at the home of Jeff and Naomi Karlin. RSVP to 
(510) 839-8562.

If you are organizing a TBA event and would like to have 
it listed in the Omer, please submit your information 
to Omer@TBAOakland.org at least six weeks before the 
scheduled event.

What’s Happening This Month at TBA
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Hebrew School Blues
By Rabbi Mark Bloom

 

The Jewish children’s entertainer 
“Robbo,” whom we have had perform 
here at Beth Abraham twice (thanks 
to the generosity of Ron and Gloria 
Gruber) has a song entitled the “I 
Don’t Want to Go to Hebrew School 
Blues.”  It begins:
It’s 3:00, the bell has rung, and my life 

should be my own.
I should get to play baseball or at least 

relax at home.
My friends have soccer practice; I think 

that’s pretty cool.
But between the hours of 4 and 6, I’m 

stuck at Hebrew school.
I’ve got the I don’t want to go to Hebrew 

school blues.
Does that sound familiar?  I don’t 
mean the song, necessarily, but the 
general refrain.  It is often not easy to 

get your children to be happy about 
attending more school after a long 
day (or, in the case of synagogues 
with Sunday schools, a long week) of 
“regular” school.
Recently, Hebrew schools have been 
attacked by many in the national 
Jewish press.  An article in the World 
Jewish Digest entitled “What’s Wrong 
With Hebrew School” written by 
Mindy Schiller quoted these two 
gems.  
“As a program,” says Joel Hoffman, 
a resident scholar at Temple Shaaray 
Tefila in Bedford Corners, N.Y., 
“Hebrew schools are failing.” “It’s a 
disaster area, not worth trying to fix,” 
says a recent paper published by the 
Jewish Education Service of North 
America (JESNA), a national agency 
that works for innovation in Jewish 
education.
Honestly, I have to disagree!  I 
think that most of these articles are 
responding to the Hebrew schools of 
30 years ago.   First, in general, cur-
ricula, materials, techniques, teachers, 
and just about everything else have 
improved vastly over the past several 
decades.  With appropriate supple-
mental parental support and Jewish 
follow-up in the home, children can 
and do learn a great deal in the mini-
mal 4 hours per week our 3rd-6th 
graders attend.
Specifically, though, the Bet Sefer 
Hebrew school program at Temple 
Beth Abraham is in excellent shape.  

Under the leadership of our Educator 
Susan Simon, and with the help of 
several fabulous teachers, our school 
has blossomed.  Correspondingly, so 
has the knowledge base of our stu-
dents.  
Our focus is primarily prayer based.  
I want all the students who come 
out of our program to be able to go 
into any synagogue in the world and 
know what is going on in the service.  
Therefore, we emphasize the learning 
of our Hebrew liturgy, both in terms 
of being able to chant the prayers and 
in terms of understanding the basic 
meaning of the prayers.  As Robbo 
puts it in the next verse of his song:
The years roll by I learn Barechu, the 

Shema and the Avot
Well my Ve’ahavta’s perfect, I can rock 

the Gevurot.
All along, in addition to the prayers, 
we emphasize the growth of Jewish 
identity and a pride in being Jewish at 
the same time.  
I believe we have measurable success.  
I think, in comparison to most other 
religious schools in the country, our 
kids come out very well.  In com-
parison to the “fun factor” of soccer 
or ballet, well, that might be a little 
tougher for us.  However, always try 
to bear in mind that, with very few 
exceptions, we are not raising future 
soccer stars or ballerinas.  We are try-
ing to raise mensches, and that’s what 
Hebrew school, in the end, is really all 
about.

From the Rabbi

Erev Shavuot
Sunday, June 8, 6:15 P.M. – Stickers, Services, and Ice Cream

8:00 P.M. - 12:01 A.M. – Tikkun Leyl Shavuot with Sinai

Daytime Shavuot Services
Monday, June 9, 9:00 A.M. – Day 1 Shavuot Services

Tuesday, June 10, 9:00 A.M. – Day 2 Shavuot Services and YizkorSh
avu

ot

Sh
avu

ot
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President’s Message

Fundraising For Our Schools
by Rick Heeger 

What do the Russian River, a mas-
sage, fine chocolates, A’s tickets, 
haikus and Daryl Grace have in 
common? No, it’s not Rozzie’s Bat 
Mitzvah party plans (though I do like 
the sound of it). No, these are just a 
fraction of the items that were avail-
able at Temple Beth Abraham’s Spring 
Auction and Social. From its humble 
beginnings in Deborah Sosebee’s din-
ing room, masterfully coordinated 
and conceived by Abby Zangwill, to 
its current iteration as a multi-venue 
mammoth fundraiser, this event 
always exceeds expectations. This year 
was no exception. Dina Hankin and 
Lisa Sadikman did an outstanding 
job as co-chairs of the event. Their 
creative use of our contiguous spaces 
(even using the brand new elevator 
vestibule to enter the Social Hall) gave 
the event a great flow and a big feel. 
I have seen only preliminary numbers 
so far (at press time) but that’s enough 
to see that the event was successful 
well beyond its budget benchmark. 
An expertly run event that was a 
lot of fun and raised a boatload of 
money – what more could we ask for? 
Congratulations, mazel tov and thank 

you to Dina and Lisa and their amaz-
ing committee. All your hard work is 
greatly appreciated.  
A couple of months ago we held 
another wonderfully successful 
fundraiser – the Mishloach Manot, 
Purim Baskets. For years our biggest 
fundraiser, the Mishloach Manot 
gets better every year. The basket was 
filled with delicious, nutritious and 
useful items.  For as long as we have 
been members of TBA, Alice and I 
have volunteered to deliver baskets. I 
look forward to it every year. Todah 
rabah and congratulations to co-
chairs Deborah Sosebee and Steven 
Grossman, basket maven Jing Piser, 
and route coordinator Amy Tessler 
and dozens of volunteers.  Your hard 
work is also appreciated. 
As a social event, you can’t argue 
that the Auction is hugely success-
ful. It’s all mingle all the time. It’s 
what we do best. It’s a relaxed setting 
with good food and friends. But we 
have an opportunity to mingle every 
Shabbat during the Kiddush lunch. 
The Mishloah Manot is a great way 
to reach out to your community with 
the gift of a basket. It’s also one of the 
largest volunteer opportunities TBA 
has to offer. It’s a great way to meet 
new people.  Again, we have a lot of 
ways to do that at TBA. These events 
are primarily about the money. The 
proceeds from the Auction and the 
Mishloach Manot help support our 
two education programs – the Gan 
Avraham Preschool and the Bet Sefer 
Hebrew school. 
The Gan runs as a break-even opera-
tion with the synagogue supporting 
the infrastructure costs. Director 
Wendy Siver has done a wonderful 
job retaining an experienced staff 

offering competitive salaries and ben-
efits while keeping tuition at or below 
the Bay Area average for a Jewish 
preschool. The Auction and Mishloah 
Manot give Wendy and the TBA 
treasurer the flexibility to maintain 
that balance and continue to make 
improvements the program. It also 
allows for the purchase of some non-
budgeted items and/or services. 
Across the country, synagogues subsi-
dize their Hebrew schools to the tune 
of forty to sixty percent of the cost 
of running the school. The theory 
is that it is the responsibility of the 
synagogue to provide a Jewish educa-
tion for its children.  Temple Beth 
Abraham, thanks to the keen budget-
ing and management of Bet Sefer 
Director Susan Simon, is at the low 
end of that scale. The TBA general 
fund covers about 45% of the Bet 
Sefer costs. As with the Gan, Susan is 
able to offer her teachers a fair wage 
and the membership a tuition level 
lower than most synagogues in the 
area. Our two fundraisers give Susan 
the opportunity to expand the cur-
riculum and give the teachers and her-
self the chance for some continuing 
education programs.
I don’t know a single educational insti-
tution that does not count fundrais-
ing as one of its primary sources of 
income. As a private non-profit organi-
zation, it is expected of us. It is a little 
bit sad that it has become so expected 
and needed in public schools but that’s 
probably better left for another article. 
I’m just glad that we do it so well here 
at TBA. So, thank you to all of you 
who worked so hard on these two 
events. And thank you most of all to 
our generous community for support-
ing the events and our schools. 
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Editor’s Message

The Mother in Me Looks at 
Jewish Education

By Lori Rosenthal, Omer Editor

The topic of Jewish education is one 
that is near and dear to my heart 
– especially this month. For I have 
a daughter about to graduate high 
school and leave the Jewish bubble 
in which she has been raised. I know 
that our family and our community 
have provided Emma with a great 
foundation that she will call on when 
she dives head first into the experi-

ence called “the rest of her life.”  And 
I celebrate the strong religious and 
ethical foundation we have all worked 
together to give all of our kids.  
Throughout her 936 weeks on this 
planet, Emma has enjoyed the full 
complement of Jewish experiences 
consciously intended to link her to 
her “people.”  She has lived by the 
rhythm of the Jewish calendar, sat 
down to the Shabbat table on Friday 
nights, and experienced the full gamut 
of holiday observances and lively 
festival meals.  She attended Jewish 
preschool here at TBA, and local 
Jewish day schools. She became Bat 
Mitzvah and was confirmed at TBA. 
She attended Jewish summer camps, 
including a trip to Poland and Israel, 
soaking up the history and living the 
modern life of our tribe.  
Along the way, Emma has amassed 
quite a personal stash of Jewish expe-
riences, books, and items of Judaica.  
She can lead Shacharit, Musaf, Torah 
service, and Hallel without flinching.  

She can chant Torah and Haftarah 
beautifully.  She has a stash of her 
own prayer books, including many 
daily ones, a Chumash and a Tanach, 
and also owns a quarter share in the 
family Tikkun. She has her own tallit, 
Chanukah menorah, traveling candle-
sticks, and stash of Passover recipes, 
and can whip up a batch of matzah 
brei from scratch. This child is com-
fortable in the Jewish world, fortified 
with all the props, and strongly iden-
tifies as a member of the tribe. 
Yet, I can’t help but wonder.  When 
Emma leaves for college in September, 
how many of these items will be 
packed in her overstuffed luggage to 
join her for this adventure?  And how 
many of these items, tangible or oth-
erwise, will she choose to share with 
her new friends and acquaintances in 
college and throughout the rest of her 
life? The Jewish education we give our 
kids is a great foundation. What they 
choose to build on that foundation is 
in their hands.  

Thank You
Thank you, everyone, for all the donations 
made in honor of my 90th birthday and 
also my speedy recovery.  I am so happy 
to be able to say that I am home, getting 
stronger and looking forward to being able 
to return to temple – so i can use that 
new elevator!  Your loving thoughts and 
beautiful cards are what keep me going!  
There is no other way to express my feel-
ings toward you all than to say how very 
much I love my extended family at TBA 
and thank you once again. 

Reba Schechtman

Pinky & Agnes
Invite you to join them in celebrating their 

60th Anniversary 
on June 21 at Shabbat Services  
and the Kiddush Luncheon that follows 
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Life Long Learning
By Anne Levine

Fresh off the fun of our 8th annual 
Schools Auction, I feel strongly that 
our schools are at the heart of our 
community and in the hearts of our 
members.  I was the chair of GAP 
(Gan Avraham Parents) in 2000 
when Abby Zangwill and a handful 
of parent volunteers organized the 
first Spring Auction and Social at 
the home of Michael and Deborah 
Sosebee.  As I looked around the 
Social Hall this past Sunday night, 
I took great satisfaction in seeing 
representation from every corner of 
our community.  New members with 
children in the Gan, familiar faces 
from Bet Sefer and the Day School 
community, members who have adult 
children or no children, and seniors 
helped to close tables.  Our children 
and their education, here in the Gan 
and Bet Sefer and in the larger Jewish 
community, ensure the continuation 
of our Jewish tradition.  I’m not sure 
there is any greater responsibility than 
doing all we can to provide that edu-
cation and the many activities at TBA 
that will inspire our children to find 
their own expressions of Jewish life.
Next year, the Women of TBA will 
sponsor a new Girls Rosh Chodesh 
group, coordinated by Susan Simon 
beginning next fall.  We will again 
host the first day coffees for the Gan 

and Bet Sefer and continue to spon-
sor our parent led family services, 
Shabbat Mishpacha, T’fillat Yeladim, 
Sunday Strollers, and we will play a 
leadership role in next year’s auction.
One of the primary commitments 
of Women of TBA and the Women’s 
League of Conservative Judaism is 
the support of life long Jewish educa-
tion at all ages and stages of life.  In 
the coming year we will be present-
ing a variety of opportunities for 
adult education.  
Sunday August 31 – Rosh Chodesh 
Elul – Preparing for the New Year

All TBA women are invited to join 
us for a light brunch, followed by a 
facilitated study session on the days of 
Elul and ways to prepare ourselves for 
the New Year.
Saturday October 18 – Chol 
HaMoed Sukkot

WTBA board member and TBA 
drash maven, Beth Sirull, will be giv-
ing her annual drash.  This year she 
will focus on the festival of Sukkot.  
WTBA will sponsor the Kiddush 
and present an afternoon of Women’s 
Torah Study featuring Rachel Biale. 
Born and raised in Israel, Biale is 
the Bay Area Regional director of 
Progressive Jewish Alliance and author 
of Women and Jewish Law. 

Wednesdays beginning October 29 
at 11 A.M. – Kitah Vav for Adults

It’s never too late to learn.  Join our 
class for adults and learn to chant the 
prayers in the Shabbat morning Torah 
and Musaf services.  Enrich your 
davening as you gain a deeper under-
standing of both the Hebrew vocabu-
lary and the source and purpose of 
the prayers.  You must be able to read 
Hebrew in order to participate in this 
class.  There is no charge for the class 
but you will be required to purchase 
the textbook (approx. $15).  
November, date to be determined, 
Women and Chocolate

We have rescheduled our chocolate 
tasting to avoid conflicting with Israel 
in the Garden.  WTBA member and 
chocolatier Anya Wayne will present a 
celebration of the life long love affair 
between women and chocolate.  Plan 
to attend and learn about the role the 
Jews have played in the history of this 
divine substance.
We are building our calendar now – so 
watch your e-mail and check out the 
TBA website for announcements of 
these and other exciting opportunities.
WTBA is our Sisterhood and we 
would love to hear from you.  If you 
are interested in finding out more 
and becoming involved with a great 
group of women, contact us at  
womenoftba@tbaoakland.org.

Women of TBA News

People of the Book Club
Monday June 23rd, 7:30 P.M.

Join our literary circle at the home of Jeff and Naomi Karlin  
to discuss After Long Silence: A Memoir by Helen Fremont.  

this memoir is an incredible tale of survival and intrigue.  
Raised a Roman Catholic, Fremont uncovers family secrets  

that lead her to her Jewish roots in Poland.
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Women of TBA, Our Sisterhood

Women’s League Reorganizing
By Ann Levine

The Women’s League of Conservative 
Judaism is streamlining their regional 
organization.  This past Spring 
our Northern California Region 
merged with other regions in the 
Pacific Northwest forming the new 
Northwest Region. Our own Shirlee 
Perl put together a wonderful presen-
tation celebrating the many accom-
plishments of the Northern California 
Region as part of a recent event where 
long time Women’s League members 
shared favorite stories and memories.  
Her program was so well received that 

she was made Archive Chairperson of 
the new Northwest Region.  Shirlee 
will be keeping the record of all 
Women’s League Northwest Regional 
events through photography and 
written word.  We look forward to 
seeing her coverage in our Women’s 
League publications and the Omer.  
Women’s League for Conservative 
Judaism is the largest synagogue based 
women’s organization in the world. 
As an active arm of the Conservative/
Masorti Movement, they provide ser-
vices to 600 affiliated women’s groups 
in synagogues across North America 
including our own Women of TBA.

Babysitters Wanted

Middle School, Teens, and College-Age kids

Join our Synagogue Sitters Registry

Sitter information will be shared with  
confirmed TBA members only. 

Sitters set their own rates and availability.  
The registry will provide your information to  

TBA families looking for day time, evening,  
weekend sitters and “mother’s” helpers.

TBA families will call sitters directly to  
arrange the sit.  Register now by sending  

e-mail to womenoftba@tbaokland.org.

We will send you the registration  
form for you to complete,  

your parents to sign, and return.

Women on the Move  
Sunday Hikes

Join fellow tBa women on the 
second Sunday of each month 
as we hike/walk for an hour 
and a half.  We rendezvous at 
9:45 AM, and depart promptly 
at 10 a.M.

Why come?  
You’ll find great conversation, 
great women, an easy way to 
get to know people, laughter, 
pretty scenery and some very 
nice dogs.

June 8 
golden spike trail in the  
redwood regional Parks

July 13 
Bayview Trail in Joaquin  
Miller Park.

August 10 
eastridge trail in redwood 
regional Park

For questions or details  
of the hikes above, please  
email Judith Klinger at  
kcurls@sbcglobal.net.
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The Schools Auction 2008

The TBA Schools Auction grossed ~ $40,000 this 
year!  Thanks to all who helped make this such a 
successful and fun event.
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Gan Avraham

Presenting the Gan Avraham 
Staff

By Wendy Siver

Every month Lori Rosenthal, the 
editor of the Omer, sends an e-mail 
to remind me of the topic for the 
month.  When she sent out her e-mail 
for the June issue she said, “This issue 
is going to be about the schools, so 
toot your own horn.” When I sat 
down to think about what I wanted 
to write –or should I say “toot” about–
I thought, I could talk about the time 
we won the Solomon Schechter Silver 
Award for Excellence in Synagogue 
Program, or in 2006 how we won 
the J. Readers’ Choice Award for Best 
Early Childhood Program.  But I 
decided that what I really wanted was 
to communicate to all of you what 
an incredible staff of teachers we have 
at Gan Avraham.  They are not just 
the teachers of your children but an 
important part of the entire commu-
nity.  We are lucky to have each and 
every one of them as part of the team.  
So you could get to know them bet-
ter, I asked the teachers to write a 
short paragraph about themselves, In 
no particular order, I now present the 
Gan Avraham staff: 
Wendy Siver, Director 
I believe that most of us arrive at 
our chosen profession not by a lin-
ear path but more of a curved one.  
That was certainly the way I ended 
up in early childhood education.  
After receiving my B.A. from the 
University of California at Berkeley, I 
continued my education at California 
State University Hayward, where I 
received my California State Teaching 
Credential.  At that time there were 
no jobs in education in California, so 
I spent three years in a variety of class-
rooms, as a long-term substitute (one 
job was as long as eight months). 
After having my own child, I stayed 
home until he was ready to enter kin-
dergarten.  It was then that I began to 

think about working again.  I did not 
want to work full-time but thought a 
morning job would be just perfect. 
That October, shortly after school 
started, someone I had become 
friendly with during my son’s pre-
school days offered me a position 
in early childhood education.  (The 
hours were perfect!) From the first day 
I walked into the classroom, I knew I 
was where I belonged.  And the rest, 
as they say, is history.
This marks twenty years at the Gan 
and my eighth as director.  As I have 
often been heard to say, there is not 
a day that I spend here that I do not 
learn something new.  It is a wonder-
ful community and a great place to 
come to work every day. 
Teachers:  
Marta Molina–Kitah Bet and 
Afternoon 
I was born in Santiago, Chile but 
came to the United States as a toddler.  
As a child, Spanish was my first lan-
guage and I learned English in school.  
I have a B.A. in psychology from S.F. 
State and have been a preschool teach-
er since 1988.  I find this work both 
satisfying and challenging. 
I married my high school sweetheart 
and we have three girls ages sixteen, 
fourteen, and twelve.  I have worked 

at Gan Avraham for six years and I 
really love the sense of community.  
This year when my father passed 
away, I felt so supported and found 
coming to work very comforting.  
This is truly a great place to work.
laura gardinier–Kitah gimmel 
I am an Oakland native, raised in 
what is now called Rockridge.  When 
I was growing up, the neighborhood 
gang could walk up Temescal Creek 
to the lake.  I moved several times, to 
other places in Northern California, 
to Vermont, and then to Santa Cruz, 
but eventually found myself back 
in Oakland, only a few blocks from 
where I grew up.
I received my early childhood educa-
tion degree in 1979 and have been 
teaching ever since, with the excep-
tion of two-and-a-half years from the 
spring of 1991 until the fall of 1993, 
when I stayed home with my baby 
boy, Philo (who is now a junior in 
high school).  Next year will mark 
my fifteenth year teaching at Gan 
Avraham. 
We are very involved with our son’s 
sport.  He is a goalie in Lacrosse, and 
we enjoy going to all of his games, 
as well as UC Berkeley games when 
we can.  Currently we are spending 
our time helping Philo look at col-
leges both in and out of California.  
Although I’m sure we will miss him 
madly, we are secretly kind of look-
ing forward to the empty nest that is 
fast approaching.  I enjoy spending 
my time with friends and our large 
extended family.  I like to garden and 
enjoy knitting (till the hands wear 
out), working on our house, and tak-
ing long bike rides with my husband 
each weekend.
Ellie Kinczel–Kitah Bet 
My interest and love in early child-
hood education began during my high 
school years when I had the oppor-
tunity to work at Stanford’s Bing 
Nursery School for several summers.  

Gan Director, Wendy Siver



9
continued on page 10

I still love working with innocent, 
enthusiastic, young learners and their 
parents.  Watching TBA and the Gan 
grow over the past 25 years into the 
loving and supportive community it is 
today, and being a part of it, has been 
heartwarming. 
I graduated from Whittier College 
with a combined major in sociol-
ogy and psychology and received my 
elementary teaching credential from 
S.F. State.
During those and subsequent years, I 
took many classes in early childhood 
education and decided that teach-
ing young children was my chosen 
field.  Several years ago, I became a 
California Mentor Teacher, which 
means that students from local com-
munity colleges have been trained in 
my classroom.
I have been teaching at Gan Avraham 
for over 25 years.  For a period of four 
years, I co-directed with Wendy but 
decided to go back into the classroom 
full time. 
I grew up in the Bay Area.  My hus-
band and I raised our two children 
here in Oakland.  When not at the 
Gan, I spend as much time as I can 
with my grandchildren.  I also enjoy 
tennis, skiing, and hiking, and have a 
life-long love of the theatre and music.
Ruth Morris–Kitah gimmel 
My childhood and early adulthood 
was spent in Toronto, Canada.  I 
moved to the Bay Area when I married 
my youth group sweetheart.  I have 
a B.S. in psychology and a graduate 
diploma from the Institute of Child 
Study at the University of Toronto.
I have had experience in many dif-
ferent early childhood venues in over 
25 years of working with families and 
their young children.  These include 
home visits for Head Start, work 
with special needs children who were 
“mainstreamed” into a preschool, and 
of course, fourteen happy years here 
at Gan Avraham.

I am married and the 
mother of three daughters.
Miri Moyal-Stevenson–
Kitah Alef
I was born in Israel and 
left with my family at the 
age of four.  Our visit to 
the United States was only 
to last a few months, but 
as you can see, it has been 
extended indefinitely. 
I began working in the 
Kitah Alef classroom as a 
sub and was happy to see that this too 
has been extended indefinitely. 
Working at TBA brings back a lot of 
happy memories.  When I turned six, 
and for eleven years thereafter, every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 
4:00–6:00 P.M., I called this home.  
My brother, sister, and I attended 
what was then Hebrew school.  We 
loved and looked forward to it.  It was 
a way to keep us close to Israel and 
our Judaic life. 
I have been teaching for many years.  
I attended Merritt College and 
Hayward State, where I got my ECE 
units.  It feels right not only coming 
back to the place that brought me 
close to Israel and my Judaic life, but 
where I can now pass on this wonder-
ful gift to the children of TBA.  I love 
doing it every day. 
Alice Hale–Kitah Bet 
I started teaching at Gan Avraham this 
fall, and while I am one of the newest 
members of the Gan staff, I am not 
new to the Gan.  My two daughters 
Willa and Rosalind (now fourteen 
and twelve) attended Gan Avraham.  
We have been happy and active par-
ticipants in the TBA community 
ever since.  In my day, I chaired Gan 
Avraham Parents and served many 
years on the schools committee.
In my previous careers I worked in 
theatre (my college major), as an edi-
tor, and in the Jewish community 

doing outreach to interfaith families.  
After taking classes in early child-
hood education and becoming more 
and more interested in the field, I 
completed the necessary units to be a 
teacher last summer and was thrilled 
to find out there was an opening at 
the Gan. 
It has been a long time since I have 
enjoyed a job this much.  For one 
thing, I am surrounded by wonder-
ful colleagues, whom I also consider 
friends.  It is also gratifying to get to 
know my students and their families 
and to see them start to make con-
nections and forge bonds within 

Purim at the gan

Passover at the gan
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the TBA community that I know 
will sustain them for many years to 
come.  Teaching my young students 
about Jewish life has also given greater 
meaning to my own observance, as 
I have continued to learn so much 
about our ritual and practice.
While I have come a long way from 
my days in theatre, believe it or not, 
those skills in set design, stage man-
agement, and acting still come in 
handy–especially at circle time!
Jill Rosenthal–Kitah Alef 
I grew up in Cleveland, Ohio.  I 
received a B.A. in political science 
from The University of Wisconsin 
(Madison) and an M.S.W. from The 
University of Michigan.  After prac-
ticing as a clinical social worker for 
many years in a variety of settings 
(all involving work with children), I 
decided to explore a career in early 
childhood education.  Off and on, 
since 1999, I have substituted and 
taught in different Jewish preschools 
in both Chicago and Oakland.  I have 
absolutely loved my teaching experi-
ences and feel as though I have truly 
found my passion.  Other great pas-
sions of mine include spending time 
with my family–husband, Steven, 
and sons Leo (fourteen) and Ethan 
(seven).  I love singing, hiking, cook-
ing, being involved in various social 

action events at TBA, and just tak-
ing in all the Bay Area has to offer.  
Coming from the Midwest, not a day 
goes by that I don’t feel blessed to live 
in such a spectacularly beautiful and 
diverse place.
Dina leshia–Afternoon
I am a Karaite Jew and was born in 
Cairo, Egypt.  I arrived to this coun-
try at the age of seven and grew up 
in San Francisco.  Most of my family 
lives in Israel, and the rest are scat-
tered throughout the United States. 
I have been in the field of early child-
hood education over five years.  I 
have always been interested in child 
psychology and child development 
and was drawn to the creative and 
teaching aspects of this profession.  I 
have had a wide range of experiences 
in this field from being a director of a 
small childcare center to substituting 
for various schools in San Francisco 
and the East Bay.  
I have a B.A. in dance from SFSU 
and have a theater background.  I’ve 
had numerous careers including as a 
tour director, teacher of English as a 
second language, legal secretary, and 
employment counselor. 
The past six years as a preschool 
teacher have been filled with challenge 
and great joy.  However, at this time 
in my life I will be moving on and 
leaving Gan Avraham in June to go 
into the unknown. 
I have been in the workforce for over 
35 years, and I can honestly say that I 
have never worked with a finer group 
of people.  I am privileged to have 
worked with such brilliant, kind-
hearted, and generous teachers.  I will 
miss them greatly, as well as the won-
derful parents and community of Gan 
Avraham.  The children will forever 
be in my heart. 
Ann Bergstrom–Kitah Alef 
I was born and raised in San 
Francisco.  My parents still live in the 

house that I grew up in.  I graduated 
from UC Berkeley and have had sea-
son tickets to Cal football for the past 
twelve years.  (Go Bears!) 
My path to working in early child-
hood education was a winding one.  
Upon graduation from Cal, I dreamed 
of working in sports broadcasting but 
took a job in an advertising agency.  
When I got laid off during the dot-
com bust, I considered becoming a 
wedding planner but soon realized 
that it was not the right career path 
for me.  While still trying to figure 
out the next step, I took a temp job 
with an architecture firm in Berkeley.  
I ended up working there for two 
years, during which time I finally 
figured out that early childhood edu-
cation was my calling.  I took classes 
at night to get the ECE units that I 
needed to be able to teach preschool. 
In 2005 I started teaching at the Gan.  
This current school year was my first 
in the Alef classroom after having 
taught in Bet for two years.  I am so 
happy to finally be doing work that 
I find rewarding and fulfilling, and 
I feel so fortunate to be part of the 
Gan community.  Every day I come 
home with sand in my shoes, evidence 
of that day’s projects smeared on my 
clothes, and stories about my day that 
make me smile. 

Blessing for wine

Blessings for candles

continued from page 9
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Update from Bet Sefer
By Susan Simon

As the religious school winds down, so, 
too, do we wind down in the count-
ing of the Omer. Is there a connection 
between the two? What is this Omer 
counting anyway, and why bother?
Our tradition teaches us to count 
the days and weeks between the sec-
ond night of Pesach and the start of 
Shavuot. We mark the time from the 
celebration of our freedom from slav-
ery - freedom that nurtures our souls, 
to the bountiful harvest that sustains 
our physical beings. Of course, both 
events have elements of the other in 
them. Pesach nurtures not only our 
need to be emotionally and spiritu-
ally free; it also reminds us of the 
tremendous physical freedom that we 
have - the freedom to go where we’d 
like, do what we’d like, do things for 
ourselves. And Shavuot isn’t just about 
the growth and enjoyment of new 
fruits and vegetables; we commemo-
rate the receiving of the Torah at Mt. 
Sinai - the amazing gift of wisdom 
and contradiction that has intrigued 
us and guided us these thousands of 
years. So why count the days between 
the two?
The ability to mark time is only sig-
nificant if you have the freedom to 
make choices about what to do with 
that time. A slave has no need to mark 
time, because there is no power to 
choose how to use it. The mystics of 
long ago chose to associate this mark-
ing of time with a very spiritual system 
whereby each week and each day has 
a special significance used for personal 
growth, in much the same way as we 
try to examine ourselves between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
We mark time in religious school 
as well, although perhaps it isn’t so 
profound. We mark time between 
holy days, and we mark time between 
report cards; we mark time using the 
Torah portions, and we mark time 

based on how many more vocabulary 
words we have to teach the students; 
we mark time using the Jewish cal-
endar, and we mark time using the 
secular calendar. And we mark time 
based on the fact that we have, once 
again, run out of time for this school 
year and will have to be satisfied with 
what we have been able to teach and 
learn for this year, with grand hopes 
for what we can accomplish next year.
Time and freedom. We now have 
the luxury of longer summer days 
ahead of us as we plan for our next 
school year. We have the time to 
lament that we don’t have enough 
time to teach everything that we feel 
is important. But maybe more impor-
tantly, we have the freedom and time 
to create more enrichment for our 
students, to reflect back on our prior 
school year, and to contemplate our 
many blessings.
Maybe there is something to this 
Omer counting after all.

Notes from the Bet Sefer 
Subcommittee

By Jeanne Korn

As I prepare to watch my son Gregory 
graduate from Bet Sefer on June 7, I 
can’t help but think about how vastly 
improved our school is from what it 
was when he entered Mechina (kin-
dergarten) eight years ago.  This is in 
large part due to the accomplished 
efforts of our director, Susan Simon, 
who in these past three and a half 
years has turned our school around.  
Our B’nai Mitzvot are better prepared 
than ever before to take their place 
among our minyan, and the school 
continues to grow smoothly every 
year.  This fall, we expect to have 
about 120 students!
The Bet Sefer School subcommittee 
meets monthly with Susan to sup-
port the Bet Sefer.  We discuss Susan’s 
many good ideas, help her make dif-
ficult decisions, and bring our own 
thoughts to the table.  We have served 

as a grievance committee when there 
are issues presented by parents.  We 
get treated to a very creative D’var 
Torah from Susan, which gives us a 
glimpse into how our students are 
being educated.  Perhaps most impor-
tantly, we help run and staff many of 
the school’s events, which this year 
included first day activities, the book 
fair, Purim carnival, Chanukah par-
ties, and the Barton’s candy fundraiser.  
We make sure every classroom has 
a room parent and Share a Shabbat 
coordinator.  This year, the committee 
was given jurisdiction over distribut-
ing proceeds from the Hertz Fund, 
established by the Hertz family to 
encourage young people to visit Israel.  
Next year, we prepare to offer the new 
Rosh Chodesh program for 6th and 
7th grade girls, that Women of TBA 
has agreed to help fund.
The committee is open to all parents.  
There is no need to have an educa-
tion background (although some of 
our members do), just to have a love 
and concern for our children’s Hebrew 
school experience.  Todah rabbah to 
these long-term committee members:  
Maya Rath, Stacy Margolin, lynn 
langfeld, lori Morris, Amy Tessler, 
and Ronn Berrol.  Many thanks to 
our newer members, Elliot gorelick, 
Dana Sheanin, lara gilman, 
Karen Kelley, and newest member 
Audrey Hyman.  And lastly, thanks 
to Barbara gross for stepping up to 
chair the committee next year, and to 
Miriam green, who will replace the 
indefatigable Lori Morris as volunteer 
coordinator.
It’s been very satisfying for me on 
many levels to have been on the com-
mittee for many years, and to have 
chaired it for the last two.  If you’d 
like to help on this committee, the 
next meeting will be Sunday, August 
24 at 10:00 A.M. in the social hall.  
Subsequent meetings are generally on 
the 3rd Monday of the month, the 
next one being Sept. 22 at 7:45 P.M.
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Shabbat Mishpacha – A New 
Generation

By Mark Fickes

My family began attending Shabbat 
Mishpacha almost two years ago 
before becoming members at TBA.  
My children Zachary and Galvin had 
not yet started at the Gan, and this 
was a wonderful way for them to 
meet other kids in the Beth Abraham 
community.  It was also a nice way 
for my partner Billy and I to get our 
first introduction to TBA and to meet 
other families with young kids. 
Shabbat Mishpacha is, in large part, 
what inspired my family to join TBA.  
It also provided a simple way for all 
of us to come to Shul together twice 
a month.  It’s been wonderful to 
participate in the very child-friendly, 
parent-led service that includes 
songs, prayers, a mini Torah service, 
a Shabbat story and some conclud-
ing prayers and songs.  Afterwards, 
there is a Kiddush where everyone 
can socialize.  After Kiddush, a lot 
of families let their children play in 
the yard and then come to the adult 
service for Ein Kelohenu and the con-
cluding prayers.  We’ve even started 
staying for the Kiddush after services.  
In sum, Shabbat Mishpacha has 
become the perfect way to introduce 
my children to the joy of Shabbat and 
the joy of participating in the Jewish 
community. 
Because Shabbat Mishpacha has 
been such a wonderful experience, I 
agreed to take over as its Coordinator 
earlier this year.  Shabbat Mishpacha 
has been around for about five years, 
and most of the congregants who 
started and nurtured it over the years 
now go to T’fillat Yeladim or Junior 
Congregation.  So now we are on the 
eve of a new generation and we need 
your help: if you are interested in 
helping the youngest TBA members 

celebrate Shabbat, please contact me 
at 510-652-8545 or by email at mark-
fickes@sbcglobal.net.  I am always 
looking for people to lead services, 
tell stories, or sponsor a Kiddush.  
While many of the volunteers are 
Gan parents, it is not a prerequisite.  
Perhaps you miss the days when your 
children or even your grandchildren 
sat on your lap for a story.  If so, then 
we’d love to see you some Saturday!  
Perhaps you are a long-time TBA 
member who wants to get to know 
some of the newer TBA families and 
show them what a warm and diverse 
community this is.  The reasons don’t 
matter, but your participation mat-
ters tremendously.  It takes a village to 
raise a child and I hope you can find 
the time and energy to help welcome 
our children into the TBA village.

Kindergym is Jewish 
Education for Toddlers

By Dawn Margolin

Temple Beth Abraham’s youngest 
children are crawling and toddling all 
over our Social Hall on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday mornings.  
Along with their parents, these little 
ones are enjoying the multi-colored 
slides, climbers, ball pit, rocking 
horses, songs, bubbles, and more.  
On Fridays, we have two classes that 
include a toddler-appropriate Shabbat 
that our wonderful Rabbi Bloom 
helps lead each week.  And I am the 

lucky woman who has been teaching 
here at TBA since 1993!
Working with families who comprise 
such young children was not what 
I envisioned when I finished my 
Masters in Social Work in 1983.  I 
was sure I wanted to work with bat-
tered women and others who were 
trapped by the inequities of our 
world. Quickly I got on-the-job expe-
rience that made me realize I wasn’t 
up to dealing with the attendant 
problems that so often go hand-in-
hand with poverty, like drugs and 
violence.  So when I became pregnant 
with Avi, my eldest who now lives in 
Israel, I found a new interest in being 
with prenatal and postpartum women 
and began teaching them in various 
classes here in the East Bay.  When 
I opened my original Kindergym 
classes at the now-defunct Oakland-
Piedmont JCC 25 years ago, I knew I 
had found my calling.
Today I lead six classes a week here at 
our shul.  In every one of these classes, 
I have the opportunity to help par-
ents deal with the issues they are fac-
ing.  For some, it’s finding the balance 
between work outside the home and 
the joy of being home during these 
early years.  Others ask for counsel 
about sibling rivalry, sleep issues, how 
to build more community in their 
lives, or the medical and social issues 
their children face.  And 25 years after 
I taught my first Kindergym class, I am 
still truly in my element, incorporating 
everything I ever learned, and helping 
to grow my community every day!
Visit TBA’s website for the  
Kindergym class schedules and  
contact information.

Educating our Children at 
Catholic School

By Shira Weisbach

Just a few years ago, when our twins 
were in 8th grade, my husband Peter 
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and I had to make some difficult 
decisions about their options for high 
school. 
Our choices were informed, of course, 
by our own high school experiences, 
our financial situation, and by our 
notions of what would be best for 
them.  Ultimately, we narrowed their 
alternatives down to just two: Bishop 
O’Dowd, the local Catholic high 
school (annual tuition at BOD is less 
than half the annual tuition at most 
Bay Area independent high schools), 
or our local public high school, 
Skyline. 
Both kids were excited when, after a 
lengthy application process, they were 
admitted to BOD. 
Simon and Ellie are not the only 
Jews there.  A number of fellow con-
gregants, Tawonga and Tzofim camp-
ers, and Olam Yeladim enrolled in 
their class of 325 or so BOD students.   
Approximately 12 percent of their 
class is Jewish (~ 39 students), most of 
them affiliated.  The rest of the class is 
a diverse group which observes a vari-
ety of religions, including Buddhists, 
Christian Scientists, Orthodox, 
Protestants, Unitarians, and of course 
Roman Catholics (which account for 
58 percent of the student body). 
So what is the impact of Catholic 
high school on a teen’s Jewish iden-
tity? In my daughter Ellie’s words, “I 
like being Jewish at O’Dowd because 
that makes me different from every-
one else.” She explains that in religion 
class, her peers learn from her and 
eagerly share their own experience and 
observance – while teens in public 
school usually avoid the topic of reli-
gion altogether.  
At 16, Ellie is still discovering who 
she is.  Last year she discovered that 
she is a fine swimmer and is a key 
member of BOD’s Junior Varsity 
swim team.  Early this year, she found 

out that water polo isn’t as rough 
a sport as she thought, or perhaps 
she’s just toughened up.  She’s still 
exploring outlets for her creativity, 
experimenting in various art forms 
—drawing, painting, and ceramics.  
Bishop O’Dowd allows her the free-
dom to explore new facets of herself, 
while allowing her to be comfortable 
with those things she is sure about—
including her Jewish identity.
Simon felt that attending Bishop 
O’Dowd helped him appreciate his 
Judaism.  “I like to have another reason 
for being different and being Jewish at 
O’Dowd makes me different,” he said.” 
Attending O’Dowd has made me more 
interested in being Jewish because 
when people want to know what it’s all 
about I want to have the right answers.  
If I had gone to public school I prob-
ably would not have thought that 
much about being Jewish, but because 
I go to a school that’s constantly talk-
ing about religion it’s caused me to 
actually think about what being Jewish 
means to me.” He too has found places 
at school to explore his other facets –  
he participates in both the symphonic 
and jazz bands, and in May, he enjoyed 
hamming it up in the school’s produc-
tion of the musical “The Most Happy 
Fella.” 

And how does the school treat its 
non-Catholic students? You’ll hear 
different opinions on this from differ-
ent parents.  Social, sports, and arts 
events are frequently scheduled on 
Friday and Saturday, so observance of 
Shabbat can be an issue.  However, 
in the almost two years since my 
children have attended BOD, they 
have not been singled out by faculty, 
staff, or students because of their 
religion.  In fact, when I have com-
municated with the school about a 
conflict due to religious observance, I 
have been met with accommodation 

and respect.  The school is sincere 
about its mission, part of which is: 
to develop young men and women of 
competence, conscience, and compas-
sion through an integrated academic, 
spiritual, and extra-curricular program 
… to develop persons of influence who 
are loving, open to growth, religious, 
intellectually competent, and skilled 
leaders committed to justice and peace. 
These are values that we embrace--as 
a family and as Jews.  Now that they 
are halfway through their high school 
years, we have no reason to think that 
Bishop O’Dowd is anything less than 
a fine place for the education of our 
children. 

Contra Costa Jewish Day 
School Breaks Ground For a 
New School Building

By Amy Wittenberg

On Sunday, May 4, as the shofar 
sounded, and the Contra Costa 
Jewish Day School students sang the 
Hatikvah, the school community 
celebrated the ground-breaking for a 
new school building!  
Eden Bruner, TBA member and moth-
er of Jeremy and Talia (Gan Avraham) 
Bruner, spoke at the ceremony: “As 
a parent of a Kindergartener, I know 
that no matter how long the construc-
tion on the new school takes, my 

Zakai, Josephine, and Jeremy 

continued on page 14
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son is going to love it!  He is also old 
enough to understand that so many 
people in our community have cared 
so much to build this building so that 
kids can learn and grow and be proud 
to be Jewish.  Jeremy is growing up 
with CCJDS and, when he gradu-
ates from 8th grade, he will have an 
excellent education, both in general 
and Judaic studies.  Marc and I look 
forward to a bright future for all the 
children in our school community 
and are excited to be part of this new 
beginning at CCJDS.” 
Jeremy will only have a year to watch 
the construction; the new school 
building is scheduled to open for the 
fall of 2009.  
“In the future, when we look back on 
this day, we’ll remember that CCJDS 
celebrated this important milestone 
at the same time as Israel celebrated 
it’s 60th Independence Day!” said 
Colin Schlessinger, TBA member and 
CCJDS Board President.
CCJDS is located in Lafayette and 
is a community Jewish Day School.  
Now in its eighth year, the school 
has grown to 95 students in grades 
Kindergarten through eighth grade.  
CCJDS students are from Contra 
Costa County, as well as Oakland and 
Berkeley. Applications are now being 
accepted, on a space available basis, 
for next fall. For further information, 
contact Amy Wittenberg, Admissions 
Director, (925) 284-8288 or amyw@
ccjds.org. Please visit our website at 
www.ccjds.org.

Gan and Beyond
by Heike Friedman

Three years ago, I wrote an article 
for the Omer’s school issue, titled A 
Year of Joy in which I reflected on 
our daughter’s first year in the Gan.  
Hannah is now a very happy and 
inquisitive first-grader in Tehiyah Day 

School who enjoys learning about 
fractions and sea urchins as much as 
celebrating Yom Ha-Atzma’ut with her 
buddy from eighth grade.
Hannah started in Kitah Bet.  Even 
though she missed being in Miri’s 
class, she eventually coped by hug-
ging Miri at least once a day (and 
still does when she sees her at shul).  
Of course, she loved Ellie and Kim 
as much.  Ellie’s wonderful way to 
explore whatever was brought to 
the classroom (does anyone remem-
ber the dead bird?) clearly sparked 
Hannah’s first interest in science; 
currently she is studying tide pool 
creatures at Tehiyah and I know that 
her boundless interest in the natural 
world stems from her earliest experi-
ences at the Gan.
I can say the same of her joy in 
celebrating the Jewish holidays.  I 
remember how my four-year-old 
daughter not only would give up one 
of her favorite foods – bread – during 
Passover, but embrace the restrictions 
with delight.  She would tell me (over 
and over) that we couldn’t eat bread 
because we needed to remember how 
the Israelites fled from Egypt and were 
free.  After the week was over and we 
joyfully welcomed back the chametz, 
she suddenly turned to me and said: 
“Are we now forgetting the Israelites?”
This year, at the age of seven, 
Hannah was an active participant at 
our seder table, singing not only the 
four questions but also participating 
throughout the seder.  Her love of 
Judaism continues to be reinforced 
by the wonderful teachers at Tehiyah 
and I couldn’t be happier that the 
foundations laid at the Gan help 
to support her as she blossoms as a 
grade-schooler. 
For more information about Tehiyah, 
feel free to contact me or Amy Utstein 
at 233-3013.

A Day at Oakland Hebrew Day 
School

By Melanie Marcus

As I write this message, the campus 
of Oakland Hebrew Day School has 
converted into Little Israel.  Dancing 
through the halls en route to an Israeli 
lunch, the children are completely 
immersed in today’s celebration of 
Israel’s 60 years of independence.  
Yesterday, we rose in a moment of 
silence to honor the fallen Israeli sol-
diers and spent the day in lessons to 
honor their bravery.  Tomorrow, we 
return to the classrooms and study 
more about Israel in text-base les-
sons.  It is this balance of class study 
and experiential education that gives 
every OHDS student the opportu-

nity to receive a whole education; an 
education that touches both heart and 
mind.
As I write, our fourth graders are 
packing bonnets, pinafores, and 
cowboy attire for their Gold Rush 
experience at Camp Tawonga.  Our 
fifth grade class leaves soon for a 
5-day Science Exploration of Point 
Reyes to study its eco-systems.  Third 

charlie levine and Walter teitelbaum

continued from page 13
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graders are conversing in ‘penguin 
talk’  as they become the characters 
in their upcoming play,  Mr. Popper’s 
Penguins.  And, as I write, eighth 
grade students are preparing for their 
graduation trip to Israel.  This is just 
today at OHDS.  Tomorrow holds a 
new array of experiential education 
for our students. 
Education does not live in a textbook 
alone, and as we aim to inspire our 
students with meaningful Jewish 
learning and living, we believe that 
each of these experiences will make an 
impact and will make a difference.
Please join us Thursday, June 12, at 
7:30 P.M. for the eighth grade gradua-
tion ceremony.  TBA members Sophie 
Marinoff, Eliana Rosenthal, Sheli 
Schacker, and Nathaniel Sheidlower 
will be honored to have you here as 
they receive their diplomas.  OHDS 

is located at 5500 Redwood Road, 
Oakland.  For more information 
about OHDS and to schedule a 
tour, call Melanie Marcus at (510) 
531-8600, ext. 26. 

volunteer bulletin board

Can you find an hour  
each month? a day?

To Volunteer at TBA
Contact: Herman &  
Agnes Pencovic at  

510-832-0936, ext. 28

Give a New Mom or Dad an Hour to Shower
A perfect mitzvah for those with daytime flexibility.

Volunteers needed to provide short daytime sits  
free of charge to our new moms and dads allowing  
them to shower, get a haircut or just take a walk.  

interested sitters should contact us at  
womenoftba@tbaoakland.org.

Do you have  
a story to tell?

The children of TBA  
are looking for men and  
women of all ages to tell  
stories based on Torah  

and/or Jewish tradition.

Shabbat Mishpacha meets  
on the 1st and 3rd Saturday  

of each month and  
welcomes guest storytellers.

Contact Mark Fickes at  
markfickes@sbcglobal.net  

for more information  
and available dates.

Alicia von Kugelgen (congregant 
and Rock & Roll Shabbat band 
member) will be singing the lead-
ing lady, Mabel, in Gilbert and 
Sullivan's Pirates of Penzance with 
Lyric Theatre of San Jose. The show 
features such memorable numbers 
as "I Am The Very Model of a 
Modern Major General" and "Poor 
Wand'ring One". The production 
will be at the Montgomery Theater 
in downtown San Jose on: Sat. June 
21, Thurs. June 26 (a sing-along 
performance), Fri. June 27, and Sat. 
June 28 at 8 P.M.; and on Sun. June 
22, and Sun. June 29 at 2 P.M. For 
ticket information please contact 
Lyric Theatre of San Jose either at 
www.lyrictheatre.org or call (408) 
986-1455 - be sure to use the secret 
code "HAIL" for a ticket discount 
both online or on the phone.

Kindergarteners Asa Kittner and Adin Ilfeld
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Masorti

A Message from Masorti, the Conservative Movement in Israel: 

Promoting  Religious Pluralism and Building Community   
Through Inclusive, Traditional, Egalitarian Judaism  

Exciting New Partnership Will Promote Masorti Trips to Israel   

Planning a Trip to Israel?  

Israel Tour Connections LLC (ITC), a well-known and highly regarded wholesale tour operator special-
izing in travel to Israel, is now the official tour operator for Masorti-oriented Israel trips. Under a new 
arrangement, ITC and the Masorti Foundation will jointly promote group and private travel to Israel 
through Conservative synagogues, day schools and other movement-affiliated national organizations, as 
well as for family groups celebrating a simcha or just looking for a full Israel experience.

Groups and individuals planning a trip to Israel, that may include stopovers in Europe, will be able to 
count on a unique travel experience, seeing Israel from a Masorti perspective and learning  about the 
vibrancy of our movement. With input from Masorti leadership in Israel, ITC will be able to build 
into an itinerary visits to movement points of interest, such as the Robinson’s Arch area of the Kotel in 
Jerusalem, where egalitarian worship is permitted, or (during the summer months) the Ramah/NOAM 
Summer Camp. Visitors will be urged to participate in Masorti activities while they are in Israel, join-
ing, for example, one of the many Masorti kehillot (congregations) for Shabbat services, where they’ll 
meet a diverse cross-section of Israeli society. They may also attend a Masorti bar-bat mitzvah for chil-
dren with special needs, moving ceremonies organized by the only national program for these young-
sters, and held periodically at Masorti kehillot.  

ITC already works with many Conservative congregations and movement affiliates. With an outstand-
ing reputation in planning and executing varied itineraries, ITC utilizes top-notch, knowledgeable tour 
guides and has the connections and resources to incorporate special programming, such as intergen-
erational activities, educational enrichment, home hospitality and meetings with religious and political 
officials. Other distinctive services include access to unique dining options, upgrades in accommoda-
tions and diverse entertainment. This full-service provider will customize any trip, in addition to offer-
ing pre-packaged tours of varying length, appropriate for different age groups, throughout the year.  

For complete information, visit www.masorti.org and click on ITC on the Home page, or log on to 
www.israeltour.com or call 1-800-2 ISRAEL.  

To learn more, please contact: Masorti Foundation for Conservative Judaism in Israel 475 Riverside 
Drive, Suite 832 New York, NY 10115-0068 (212) 870-2216; 1-877-287-7414 www.masorti.org;  
info@masorti.org.



17

Tikkun Olam/Sukkot in April

2008 Sukkot in April/
Rebuilding Together Oakland: 
A Huge Success!!!

By Jill Rosenthal

This April, a total of 25 hard work-
ing volunteers from TBA came out 
to help rehabilitate the home of Mrs. 
Bertha Williams, an Oakland resident 
whose home was in great need of 
some improvements.  All these vol-
unteers, along with more volunteers 
from Kehilla Community Synagogue, 
including our House Captains Bob 
Kingsbrook and Sally Leveille, and 
Volunteer Coordinator Alex Madonik, 
spent two consecutive weekends 
painting exterior window frames, 
repainting her kitchen, rebuilding her 
outside back stair and railing, prun-
ing many trees, and much, much 
more.  It was a huge success and Mrs. 
Williams could not have been more 
pleased and grateful!
This home is just one of many which 
will be rehabilitated by various com-
munity groups volunteering for 
Rebuilding Together Oakland’s April 
Rebuilding event.

Many, many thanks to all our TBA 
volunteers:

Howard Davis (Our Exterior Paint 
Team Captain Extraordinaire!); David 
Mintzer (Our very skilled volunteer, 
who replaced a window and did 
much more!); Jack Coulter; Diane 
Whitten-Vile; Sheldon Whitten-Vile; 
Judith Klinger; Mary Odenheimer; 
Ben Odenheimer; Jeanne Korn; 
Tammy Lee; Michael Lee; June Brott; 
Gene Brott; Paul Raskin; David 
Levin; Ronna Abramson; Rob Kelly; 
Noah Goldstein; Dan Finkelstein; 
Jon Jacobs; Jessica Dell’Era; Kevin 
Schwartz; Art Rosenberg; Hennie 
Hecht (for her amazing catered 
lunch!); Gertrude Veiss (Oy, those 
cookies!)
And a BIG thank you to: The Davis 
Hunger Fund and The TBA Men’s 
Club for funding the Sukkot in April 
effort.  May our efforts help bring 
blessings of comfort and dignity to 
others.
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Cooking Corner

Memories’ Kitchen Serves Up 
the Past

By Faith Kramer

For “People of the Book,” it is amaz-
ing how often we don’t write or pass 
down the stories of our personal 
heritage.  Records of our own family 
histories, traditions, and food ways are 
in danger of being lost. 
For example, my son recently inter-
viewed his grandmother about what 
she did on the home front during 
WWII.  Grandpa’s exploits in the 
Army were well known by the family, 
but Grandma’s participation in the 
Manhattan Project came as a surprise 
to him.
My grandfather, Poppa, was a magical 
story teller.  He made his adventures 
of escaping from Russia and making 
a living during the Roaring Twenties 
come alive.  Certainly my sisters and 
I knew his stories as well as we knew 
the plot of Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears.  It was a shock to realize my 
own children couldn’t hear the echoes 
of his presence in my life in their 
memories and recall these stories, 
despite my very carefully telling each 
of them about Poppa when they were 
young.  I was grateful for the school 
assignment that prompted my teen-

aged son’s questioning and a chance to 
tell him once again about our past.
But it is in the kitchen that many 
of us now wish we had taken the 
time to ask questions, jot down 
some notes or even just pay atten-
tion to what was going on.  Most 
of our grandmothers cooked without 
written recipes what they had learned 
from their mothers or mothers-in-law, 
dishes of their homelands tempered 
by local availability, the fashions of 
their time, religious observances, and 
economic situations as much as family 
likes and dislikes.  For many it seems 
that somehow that cycle was broken 
in our generation or our mothers’ and 
these dishes remain memories too elu-
sive to taste again.
To be honest, Anna, my mother’s 
mother, was not one of those cooks 
whose cooking would elicit Proust-like 
reveries.  But Grandma had her spe-
cialties.  My sisters and I, all accom-
plished cooks, still are trying to figure 
out what made Anna’s stuffed cab-
bage, cheese blintzes, and a few of her 
other dishes that were the constants of 
our childhood so tasty. 
My grandmother passed away before I 
realized I was running out of time to 
record her recipes, but I was lucky, I 

inherited the recipe cards of another 
Jewish grandma, my husband’s Aunt 
Lee.  Aunt Lee was married to my 
mother-in-law’s much older brother, 
so she seemed to bridge a generational 
gap for me.  She was knowledge-
able about food, having worked in 
her father-in-law’s fish store, and was 
deservedly well-known for her cook-
ing.  She also seemed to write every-
thing down.  She passed away a few 
days short of her 90th birthday.  
Here is a recipe for her chopped her-
ring she gave me a few years before 
she died.  It is an old-fashioned recipe 
and I wondered if it would still have 
any appeal.  I served it at a Jewish 
holiday dinner and was amazed how 
much praise and attention it received, 
especially from those who had grown 
up in East Coast or Midwest Jewish 
households.  The herring, they said, 
tasted just like something their own 
grandmother had made.
Want more “heritage” recipes? Check  
out Everyday to Holidays: Favorite 
Recipes from Temple Beth Abraham.  
Proceeds from the $25 book support 
TBA’s schools.  Contact the TBA office  
to purchase a copy. 

Serves 4 as a first course or 8 as an appetizer
1 12-ounce jar of herring in wine sauce (Sometimes  

called marinated or pickled herring. do not  
substitute herring in cream sauce.) 

6 eggs, hard boiled and peeled
2 medium-sized, tart apples such as Granny Smith,  

peeled and cored

2 small onions, peeled
2-3 tablespoons vinegar or to taste
1-2 tablespoons sugar or to taste
3 tablespoons of unseasoned bread crumbs or  

matzo meal, more or less, as needed

drain herring, reserving liquid.
Chop herring in to very small pieces, 
being careful not to reduce to a pulp.  
set aside.
Chop eggs in to very small pieces 
being careful not to reduce to a 
paste. set aside.
chop or grate apples and onions.  
set aside.

combine herring, eggs, apples and 
onions in a bowl.  Mix well. Add 1 
tablespoon of the reserved herring 
liquid. add the lesser amounts of 
vinegar and sugar.  taste and adjust, 
adding more herring liquid, vinegar 
and sugar as needed.
stir in the bread or matzo crumbs, 
adding more if needed to bind the 

salad. serve on top of lettuce as a 
first course or with crackers or matzo 
as an appetizer or snack.
Variation:  Using a food processor, 
process all ingredients to a smooth 
paste before adding reserved liquid, 
vinegar, sugar and bread crumbs.  
serve as a spread rather than a 
salad.

Aunt Lee’S ChoPPed herring SALAd
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Post Passover Ponderings

Passover 2008 – A New Kind 
of Plague?

By Lori Rosenthal

Our family bought matzo early this 
Passover.  And truthfully, we still had 
two unopened boxes from last year 
that I hadn’t thrown away.  (How 
can matzo go bad anyway?  Isn’t that 
a self cancelling phrase?)  And so it 
was with shock that I read in The San 
Francisco Chronicle about the matzo 
shortage plaguing the Bay Area.  As if 
Jews haven’t suffered enough?  Now 
they have to take away our matzo too?
My research assistant, Google, and I 
started investigating.  The New York 
Times, The San Francisco Chronicle, 
and other publications all reported 
on this matzo shortage.  Explanations 
ranged from manufacturing problems 
to decisions by some stores (such as 
Trader Joe’s and Costco) not to carry 
the product this year, and vague talk 
of a work stoppage.  
We kept investigating.  The Times 
also reported that Manischewitz had 
a huge shortage of Tam Tam crackers 
this year as well.  They blamed it on 
engineering delays and the installation 
of a brand new oven in their Newark 
facility, the only one in the world that 
produces Manischewitz matzos and 
Tam Tam crackers.  Talk about BAD 
corporate planning!

But it isn’t just matzo and Tam Tam 
crackers.  The Wall Street Journal also 
reported that there was a shortage of 
kosher-for-Passover margarine this 
year as well.  The product is made 
from cottonseed or palm oil, and 
there is a shortage of cottonseed right 
now that has driven its price way up. 
What is going on here?  I don’t have 
a fully articulated theory of my own, 
but having read Philip Roth’s book, 
The Plot Against America, I can’t help 
but wonder if there is more to this 
shortage than meets the eye.  
In the face of this culinary catastro-
phe, I have to say that our congrega-
tion came together in a wonderful 
community building way – truly one 
of the best displays of good feeling 
and cooperation that I have experi-
enced recently at TBA.  I loved read-
ing the offers of excess matzo boxes 
that flew by email through much 
of the day on Friday, during Kol 
Hamoed. For those who missed these 
emails, let me offer a recap. 
The conversation began with an 
email from Aliza in the TBA office 
on Friday morning, Kol Hamoed, 
just about 9:30 A.M.  The subject 
line read simply [congregation] matzos.  
The email said: 
You may have heard that there is a 
shortage of matzos in the bay area, so 

in case you need matzos for the week-
end, we have 3 packages in the office 
donated by Anita Bloch. Please call 
the office before coming to make sure 
we still have them.  Happy Pesach.
Esther wanted a box, but didn’t need 
a whole one and offered to split the 
box with someone else.  She ulti-
mately found a taker. Debra offered 
3 extra boxes that could be picked up 
in Glenview.  Susan, Jay and Jan all 
had boxes to spare and offered them 
up for grabs in Montclair, Piedmont, 
and Castro Valley.  Alicia then chimed 
in to add that if she had known how 
much excess there was in the commu-
nity, she wouldn’t have had her mom 
ship matzo out from Wichita, KS. 
Ros, with a later posting, was thrilled 
to score a box. 
I have faith that by the time Shabbat 
begins later today, this email matzo 
matchmaking miracle will alleviate 
the pain in many households and 
allow the eating of yummy matzo 
brei and other Passover staples to 
continue through the end of the hol-
iday.  And I also believe most of us 
will buy our Passover staples earlier 
next year.  Chanukah candles too.  
Why tempt fate?

Want a New Jewish Overnight Camp for California?
In cooperation with a group of dedicated Northern California lay leaders,  

Camp Ramah is interested in bringing a Ramah overnight camp  
to the Northern California region. 

They are looking for input from you!

 Please visit www.vitalresearchsurveys.com/ramah  
to complete a brief survey. 

Help determine the future of Camp Ramah in Northern California!
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Donations

General Fund
Naomi and Richard  
Applebaum In honor of Jon Golding’s birthday
Jane and Dick Coihen In memory of the sister of Dick Mills
Janice Corran In memory of Frances S. Miller
Jane Falk In memory of Grace Gill
Fifi Goodfellow In memory of Fanny Naggar
Fifi Goodfellow In memory of Herb Goodfellow
Arelen and Steve  
Greenberg In honor of Reba Schechtman’s birthday
Anne and Al Hyman In memory of Rose Gelfand
Sylvia Miller In memory of Michael Miller
Misia Nudler In memory of Grace Gill
Jeff and Judy Quittman In memory of Nancy Quittman
Sharon Rossi In memory of David Klein
Reba Schechtman In memory of Pearl Myers
Anne Strom In memory of Ida Jaffe
Neil and Madeline  
Weinstein In memory of Pearl Weinstein
Cyril Weiss In memory of Ben Weiss
Cyril Weiss In honor of Reba Schechtman’s birthday
Vicky and Steve Zatkin In memory of Donald Bleiberg

Camper/Scholarship Fund
Fifi Goodfellow In honor of  the Bat Mitzvah of Maya Harlev

Rabbi Mark S. Bloom Discretionary Fund
William Gottfried and  
Family In honor of Reba Schechtman’s birthday
Michael and Deborah  
Grossman In honor of Reba Schechtman’s birthday
Bernice Sender In memory of Joseph Banks

Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship Fund 
Gerald Hertz In memory of Herman Hertz
Gerald Hertz In memory of Esther Morofsky

Prayerbook Fund
Fifi Goodfellow In memory of Herb Goodfellow

Kiddush Fund
Helen and Leonard Fixler In memory of Aron Nudler
Helen and Leonard Fixler In memory of Shlomo Fixler
Misia Nudler In memory of Aron Nudler
Pola Silver In memory of Tom Krauz
Pola Silver In memory of Grace Gill

Minyan Fund
Richard and Naomi  
Applebaum In honor of Jon Golding’s birthday
Barbara and Sheldon  
Rothblatt In memory of Anne Goor

Cantor’s Discretionary Music Fund
Ilse Sanders In memory of Bernard Freimark

Centennial Fund
Judy Bloomfield In memory of Harry David
Barbara Gross and  
Ben Stiegler In memory of Werner Gross
Jan Lasar Frankel In memory of Michael Lasar
John and Debbie Rego In memory of Sidney Szepzel Kahanne
Sid and Ethel Shaffer In memory of Mary Simon
Sid and Ethel Shaffer To the recovery of Reba Schechtman
The Shub Family In memory of Arleen Shub Robinowitz
The Sosebees In memory of Grace Gill
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Jacob Wulfstat
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of  
 Solomon Rigelhaupt
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Benjamin Dade
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Devin Curtis
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Max Korenberg
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Riis Hornik
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Adam Zimmer
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Logan Tuman
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Noah Malmon
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Julian Goldstein
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Nathan Kurtz
Dr. Stuart Zangwill In honor of the Brit Milah of Avi Neta

Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund
Leonard and Karen  
Johnson In memory of Nancy Quittman
Herman and Agnes  
Pencovic To the recovery of Erin Hodess

Sam Silver Playground Fund
Steven Grossman and  
Jill Rosenthal In memory of Abraham Grossman

Charity is equal in importance to all the other  
commandments combined.

(April 2008)
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Life Cycles

Avi Whitten-Vile
Hello, my 
name is Avi 
Whitten-Vile 
and I’ll be an 
8th grader 
at Oakland 
Hebrew 
Day School 
starting this 

fall.  My parasha is Re’eh which 
means “See.” In the beginning of 
the parasha, Hashem tells the people 
“See, I set before you a blessing and a 

curse.”  Moshe then goes into details 
and says, “If you obey the command-
ments, your life will be a blessing, and 
if you choose disobedience, your life 
will be cursed.” 
Having my bar mitzvah will definitely 
be one of the most spiritually rich 
moments I will experience, and hope-
fully a “blessing.” Reading Torah and 
immersing myself in the Jewish cul-
ture will be like taking one huge step 
towards my ultimate goal.  I would 
love to share my teachings to as many 
people as I can, so I hope to see you 

on August 30th. 
My hobbies include annoying my 
sister Hannah, watching Cloverfield 
over and over again, listening to Daft 
Punk, and reading the occasional 
mystery.  I want to thank Outi Gould 
for being an incredibleteacher.  Rabbi 
Bloom helped me get started on my 
D’var Torah, and also helped me fine 
tune it.  And of course, I want to 
thank my mom and dad for sticking 
with me through all the rough spots!

Talia McLean
My name 
is Talia 
McLean, and 
I am going 
to become a 
Bat Mitzvah 
on June 14.  
I am in sev-
enth grade at 

OIS (Orinda Intermediate School).  
My favorite class that I am taking is 
Public Speaking and Debate, and I 
love it.  It helps me so much and it is 
really fun.  I love to play soccer and 
other sports, draw/paint, hang out 
with my friends, sing, play the piano, 

and act in plays.  
My Torah portion is called B’ha 
Alot’kha and comes from the book of 
Numbers.  It is about the menorah of 
gold, how the Levites are purified and 
chosen to serve G-d, and the Kurban 
Pesach, which is a sacrifice brought 
by people to the temple to celebrate 
Passover.  I will focus on the Kurban 
Pesach and specifically on the idea of 
second chances.
Rabbi Bloom has helped me SO 
much with my ‘drash, and without 
him I wouldn’t have been able to 
complete it.  I would also like to 
thank Susan Simon for tutoring me 

in Haftarah and Torah.  Susan is 
an inspiring teacher who makes the 
Torah come alive.  It is due to some 
hard work, exceptional tutoring, and 
the support of my friends and fam-
ily that I am having this wonderful 
Bat Mitzvah.  Although family can 
be quite annoying at times, they are 
also very supportive and I know that 
I will always have them to count on.  
I’m especially proud that I will be the 
first girl in my family generation to 
read from the Torah.  This experience 
will change my life forever.  After all 
of the hard work, I am happy I can 
finally share this day with everyone at 
TBA.

Garrett Langfeld
My name 
is Garrett 
Langfeld and 
I will become 
a Bar Mitzvah 
on August 
23, 2008.  I 
go to Lincoln 
Middle 

School in Alameda.  When I am not 
doing homework or studying for my 
Bar Mitzvah, I like to play baseball, 
soccer, basketball, golf, and chess.  I 
also take Taekwando classes.

My parasha is Eikev.  The setting for 
this portion is when the Jewish people 
are about to cross the Jordan River 
and go into Israel.  Through Moses, 
they hear about the good things that 
will happen to them if they follow 
God’s commandments.  They are also 
told what will happen if they don’t 
follow God’s commandments, if they 
become haughty and forget what they 
have learned during their forty years 
of wandering in the desert.  If you are 
able to join me at my Bar Mitzvah, 
you will hear more about the pitfalls 
of becoming haughty.

Upon becoming Bar Mitzvah, I will 
be a more active member of the Jewish 
community.  I plan to read Torah at 
least twice a year and lead Shacharit, 
the Torah service, or Musaf every once 
in a while.  I will also do my best to 
follow the lessons I’ve learned in the 
Torah so I can become a better person.  
Lastly, I will try to help out others by 
donating or doing volunteer work for 
charities.  I’d like to thank my tutor, 
Susan Simon, Rabbi Bloom, and all of 
my Bet Sefer teachers, especially Outi 
Gould, for helping me to prepare for 
this special day.
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Happy Birthday to You!

Life Cycles

JUNE 1
Max Davis

Corinne Kreeger
Benjamin McCarthy

Zachary Piser

JUNE 2
Pamela Mintzer
Jacob Schonfield

JUNE 3
Daniel Pascal

JUNE 4
Steven Aronson

Emily Golub
June Marinoff

Milana Schwartz
Louis Teitelbaum

JUNE 5
June Brott

David Lenik
Susan Simon

JUNE 6
Michael Aronson
Adhi Bornstein

Audrey Kauffman
Marcello Serraino

JUNE 7
Micah Arons

Emma Rosenthal
Zachary Schwartz
Alma Warmoth

JUNE 10
Beatrice Aronson

Rabbi Arthur Gould
Gerald Hertz
Ella Sadikman

Susan Shub

JUNE 11
Alice Hale

Rayna Levine

JUNE 12
Matthew Gochman

David Salk

JUNE 13
Laura Jones

Amy Moscov
Judith Quittman

JUNE 14
Alexander Kauffman

Randall Kessler

JUNE 15
Barry Barnes

Alison Heyman
Tammy Lee

JUNE 16
Judy Elkin

Adi Schacker
Alexander Van Deventer

Alicia von Kugelgen

JUNE 17
Lauren Cooperman
Helen von Kugelgen

JUNE 18
Zakai Avidor
Ruth Kline

Nathaniel Sheidlower
Emma Stone

JUNE 19
James Wakeman
Frank Weinberg

JUNE 20
Aaron Belkin

Rebecca Darling
Randy Morris
David Reback

Sarah Rothman
Talia Shalev

JUNE 21
Wendy Chalem
Melissa Diamant
Lisa Fernandez

JUNE 22
Jane Kramer
Isaac Sosebee

JUNE 23
Daniel Bornstein
David Hoffman
Zachary Silver
David Stein

JUNE 24
Donald Jurow
Josiah Larkin
Alan Silver

JUNE 25
Shira Benau

Herbert Bloom
Lynn Gerber

Jacob Hill
Sarah Liron

Ariela Simon

JUNE 26
Sam Bookin

Richard Mills
Chanel Paterson
Lindsay Spangler

JUNE 27
Amy Gurowitz

Simon Oppenheimer

JUNE 28
Denise Davis

Mona Goldfine
Carol Robinson

Michael Zielenziger

JUNE 29
Li Fife

Ethan Grossman
Zachary Hankin
Chris Morgan

Zepora Zangwill

JUNE 30
Larry Bercovich

Felix Broach

Mazel Tov 
to the Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class,  

who will be called to the Torah on  
Saturday, June 7, 2008, at 9:30 A.M. 

Joni Bessler s Roberta Powell

Judy Bloomfield s Emanuel Riter

Shelley Egger s Cecile Schlesinger

Maia Fjelland s Gilles Tarquin

Lisa Greenberg s Amy Tessler

Keith Hyman s Glenda Warmoth

Lori Jaffe s Anya Wayne

Diane Whitten-Vile

Kiddush Luncheon to follow services.

Congratulations to these High School 
Sophomores who recently completed 
Rabbi Bloom’s Confirmation Class:

• Corey Davis
• Ellie Gertler
• Simon Gertler
• Sarah Goldman
• David Joseph-Goteneir
• Simon Jacobs
• Katie Kaiser-Salk
• Ariel Karwat
• Scout Kauffman
• Sarah Korn
• Jordan Marshak
• Emily Pascal
• Rebecca Rosenthal
• Eva Sasson
• Sydney Shub
• Hannah Sosebee
• Hannah Whitten-Vile
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Life Cycles

IYYAR 26-SIVAN 3
May 31-June 6

Dora Davidson
Rose Sherman
Inaclaire Carter
Rozeline Van Gelder
Shirley Dorfman
Abraham Brisky
Sophie Cousins
Rakel Kantola
Veikko Kantola
Melvin Rifkin 
Alexander Wallis
Benjamin Silberman
Hughvett Dayan
Jessie Powell
Sidney Greenstein
David Riskin
Sylvia Stein
Saul Riter
Lena Kestenblatt
George Morris
Viola Glinn
Alex Harris

SIVAN 4-10
June 7-June 13

Molly Bauer Silverman
George Afterman
Alfred Friedman
Max Davidson
Rosalia Banc
Ida Miron
Stanley Klimen
Aaron Blau

Laura Blau
Roland Breslov
Samuel Burnstein
Stanley Klimen
Meyer Kapler
Aaron Kobel
Fruma Goldstein
Anne Kaplan
Meyer Kaplan
Dorothy Standfield
Robert Bornstein
Allen Brodke
Sarah Hertz
Morris Morrison
Rolf Schlesinger
Lena Cohen
Minna Bakar
Jack Spritzer
Esther DeVorin
Morris Epstein
Ruth Garfinkle
Reuben  Kronick

SIVAN 11-17
June 14-20

Max Eckstein
Irving “Sonny Boy” Clar
Abraham Goldenhar
Martha Lerch
Abraham Silver
Irene Lasar
Abraham Blumberg
Zelda Jacobs
John Scroggins
Minnie Goldstein

Martin Rockmaker
Diana Bereskin
Kathe Biglovsky
Anna Riskin
David Rosenzweig
Harry Reingold
Lippi Streiffer
Ray Baim
Jack Gerber
Sy Harris
Morris Unterberger
Nathan Brody
Leo Selinger
Fanny Naggar

SIVAN 18-24
June 21-27

Coleman Bloomfield
Haja Blumenkrantz
Albert Gould
Raymond Mogill
Ida Nathan Barnett
Rose Londa Heyman
Jennie Epstein
Ann Frankel
Lena Bernstein
Sidney Biglovsky
Mikail Ratner
Celia Slavsky
Louis Gottesman
Celia Bloch
Dmitri Gerchenzon
Max Frey
Maurice Ziegler
Leon Siegel

Sylvia Goldman
Rose Polse
Harry Sussman
Jack Wolfe
Karin Vacakis
Elias Haim Aelion

SIVAN 25-TAMMUz 1
June 28-July 4

Max Goldman
Renee Zuckerman
Goldie Breslov
Charles Horwitz
Helen Singerman
Hennie Feibelman 
Lezzie Gevertz
Steven Ross
Aron Gordon
David Heskin
Anna Mutnick
Joseph Pencovic
David Ross
Kenneth Katz
Hilda Braverman
Howard Silberman
Mae Peters 
Sylvia Egger
Ida Brasch
Hilda Grutman
Alice Stockman
Ethel Liss
Dodi Aron
Lena Isaacson
Rose Tessler
Max Pincus

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

Memorial Plaque
Due to construction of TBA’s new elevator,  
one of our Yizkor Boards has been moved.   

To find the new location of a plaque that has been moved,  
contact Pinky in the TBA Office.

Yahrzeit

Recent Deaths  
in Our Community

Alice Steiner, mother of our  
member Debbie Spangler and  
a survivor of the Holocaust.
Steven Beilock, long-time  
member and husband of  
Ellen Beilock and Father of  
Mark and Sian.
Claire Braaf, mother of  
Flo Raskin.

The following yahrzeit was inadvertantly omitted from the Nissan listings  
in the April Omer: Werner Gross
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Join us for a Women of TBA Fun-d Raiser: 

TBA Goes to the Theater!!!!
at Woodminster amphitheater this summer 

come to one show, two shows, or see them all!

Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
(join us for a pot luck beginning at 6 p.m. before the show) Sunday, July 13

Seussical Sunday, August 10
Pirates of Penzance Sunday, Sept 7

Shows begin at 8 p.m. • All seats are in center section, rows F-I.
Tickets: $36 each • These events are open to all - and very family friendly!

KIDS COME FREE: Free tickets are available the night of the performance for kids (aged 16 and under).  We get 1 
free ticket for every 2 adults in the group. But there should be enough for all who want them.  When you fill out this 
order form, please let me know how many FREE kid tickets you will be using.  Note: There is no guarantee free tickets 
will be in our section.

Your Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

address: _____________________________________________________________________________

  Paid Tickets Free Kids Tickets (see note above)
# of Tickets: July 13  _________   ___________
 aug 10  _________   ___________
 sept 7  _________   ___________
total cost of tickets   _________
email: ______________________________________Phone #: ________________

tickets can be purchased NoW for all shows. Please mail this form to lori rosenthal:
Mailing Address: 1868 Woodhaven Way, Oakland, CA 94611
tickets will be assigned on a first come, first served basis. 

contact lori rosenthal with questions (rosent@pacbell.net or 510.339.0133)


