
Volume 28,  Number 1 • September 2008 • Elul 5768/Tishrei 5769

OmEr
the

Volume 27 Number • January 2008 • Tevet / Shevat 5768



General InFOrMaTIOn

All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless otherwise noted.

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave.  
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours m-Th: 9:00 A.m.-5:00 P.m.  
Fr: 9:00 A.m.-3:00 P.m.

Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930

e-Mail admin@tbaoakland.org
Gan avraham 763-7528

Bet Sefer 663-1683

STaFF

rabbi (ext. 13) Mark Bloom
Cantor (ext. 18) richard Kaplan

Gabai David Galant
administrator (ext. 14) Art rosenberg

Office Coordinator (ext. 10) Aliza Schechter
religious School Director Susan Simon

Gan avraham Director Wendy Siver
Bookkeeper (ext. 15) Christine Tripod 
Custodians (ext. 11) Joe Lewis, Dennis moore

Kindergym/Toddler Program Dawn margolin 547-7726
Volunteers (ext. 28) Herman & Agnes Pencovic

OFFICerS

President  rick Heeger 336-3044
Vice President Stacy margolin 482-3153 
Vice President Jerry Levine 336-0565
Vice President Curt Schacker 985-1646 
Vice President Stephen Shub 339-3614 

Secretary  Laura Wildmann 601-9571
Treasurer  marshall Langfeld 769-6970

COMMITTeeS & OrGanIzaTIOnS

If you would like to contact the committee chairs,  
please contact the synagogue office for phone numbers  
and e-mail addresses.

adult education Women of TBA (Open)
Bet Sefer Parents Lori morris

Bet Sefer Subcommittee Jeanne Korn
Centennial Fund raising Paul & Flo raskin and  

Alan & Cheryl Silver
Centennial Steering Committee Sandy margolin

Chesed Warren Gould
Development Laura Wildmann 

Dues evaluation marshall Langfeld
endowment Fund Herman Pencovic

Finance marshall Langfeld
Gan avraham Parents Andrea Futter and  

molli rothman
Gan avraham Subcommittee Samantha Spielman

House Stephen Shub
Israel affairs David marinoff
Membership Stacy margolin and  

Jill rosenthal
Men’s Club David mendelsohn

Publicity & Promotion Sally Ann Berk
ritual Sally Ann Berk

Schools Stacy margolin 
Social action Open

Torah Fund Anne Levine
Tree of life Open

Web Site Outi Gould
Women of TBa Open

Youth Steve Fankuchen

directory

Services Schedule
Services Location Time

Monday & Thursday  
   Morning Minyan Chapel 8:00 A.M.
Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) Chapel 6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Morning Sanctuary 9:30 A.M.

Candle Lighting (Friday)
September 6 7:14 P.M.
September 13 7:03 P.M.
September 20 6:52 P.M.
September 27 7:34 P.M.

Torah Portions (Saturday)
September 7 Shof ’tim
September 14 Ki Tetzei
September 21 Ki Tavo
September 28 Nitzavim
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Friday, September 5
rock ‘n roll Shabbat
6:15 P.M. Sanctuary
Join us for an evening of music and davening, followed by  
dinner in the social hall. Call the office for dinner reservations, 
832-0936.

Saturday, September 6, 20
Shabbat mishpacha 
10:15 A.M. Gan Kitah Gimmel
Shabbat Mishpacha is TBA’s parent-led, child-oriented 
Shabbat morning service.  All families with children ages  
six and under are welcome.

Saturday, September 6
Junior Congregation
10:15 A.M. Chapel
For 3rd-6th graders and their families. Junior Congregation 
is the place to be. Hang with your friends, learn new prayers, 
get some yummy challah, and hear wonderful Torah tales.  
Don’t oversleep.  Come to synagogue and join us!

Tuesday, September 9
1st Day - Bet Sefer Upper Grades 

Tuesday, September 16
1st Day - Bet Sefer mechina
5:30 P.M.

Sunday, September 14
Women on The move Hike
9:45 A.M. 
Join the Sisterhood the second Sunday of each month as  
we hike/walk for an hour and a half. The September hike 
will be in Redwood Regional Park.  Go to the Redwood Gate 
on Redwood Road and proceed to the farthest parking lot. 
We rendezvous at 9:45 A.M., and depart promptly at 10:00. 
Join us for fresh air and fun! No need to rsvp; just show up! 
Contact Judith Klinger at kcurls@sbcglobal.net or 482-1609 
with any questions.

Thursday, September 18
Jews and Baseball
10:00 A.M. Social Hall
TBA is pleased to host this year’s East Bay Jewish Forum  
lecture series and to start the season off, Rabbi Bloom will  
be speaking on a topic close to his heart– baseball! 

Rabbi Bloom will inform and entertain us with a talk on the 
history and experience of Jews in Baseball. Each EBJF lecture 
admission is $10 at the door. To purchase a season pass and 
for more information contact Anne Levine at womenoftba@
tbaoakland.org.

Saturday, September 20
T’fillat Yeladim 
10:15 A.M. Chapel
Kindergarten through 2nd grade children and their parents 
are invited to attend our newest parent-led service.  Parents 
and children pray, play, and participate together in this  
child-friendly service.

Monday, September 29
Erev rosh Hashanah
7:45 P.M. Sanctuary

Tuesday, September 30
rosh Hashanah - Day 1
9:00 A.M. Sanctuary

If you are organizing a TBA event and would like to  
have it listed in the Omer, please submit your information  
to Omer@TBAOakland.org at least six weeks before the 
scheduled event. 

what’s happening in september at tba

High Holy Days Schedule  
5769/2008

Selichot  •  September 20

Rosh Hashanah 
Erev  •  September 29 
Day 1  •  September 30 

Day 2  •  October 1

Shabbat Shuvah 
Ma’ariv  •  October 3 

Morning Service  •  October 4

Yom Kippur 
Kol Nidre  •  October 8 

Day 1  •  October 9

For a detailed schedule  
see page 19.
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a Very Special Selichot

Many of you may not be aware that the High Holidays actually start before 

Rosh Hashanah.  They kick off on the Saturday before Rosh Hashanah (or, 

in years when it is too close to Rosh Hashanah, the Saturday before that) 

with a service called Selichot.  This year Selichot falls on Saturday, Sept. 20.

Selichot means forgiveness, and the service was traditionally held at  

midnight.  Its origins are uncertain.  Some say it was instituted by King 

David, when he realized his Temple would be destroyed if he didn’t seek 

God’s forgiveness.  Others say it originated as a custom in Eastern Europe, 

where the person in charge of prayers would make the rounds of the  

village, knocking three times on each door and saying, “Israel, holy  

people, awake, arouse yourselves and rise for the service of the Creator!” 

The prayers in the service emphasize forgiveness, both human and Divine.  

The Al Chet and Avinu Malkeinu are recited.  The prayer about the 13 

merciful attributes of God appears several times.  Several unique and  

beautiful tunes are sung by our Cantor. 

This year, we will also view an episode of the television show “House.”  

It centers around an Orthodox bride and explores Jewish and religious 

identity in general. It brings up fascinating questions and discussions, 

and, I must proudly say, this episode opens with our own Cantor Richard 

Kaplan singing “The Song of the Alter Rebbe.”  

Selichot is a great way to get ourselves spiritually “ready” for the High 

Holidays, and I truly hope you will consider attending this year. 

L’shana tova u’metuka, may it be a good and sweet new year, 

Rabbi Mark Bloom  

from the rabbi

Saturday, September 20 in the Social Hall

9 P.M. 
Viewing and Discussion of an episode of “House,”  

a medical drama TV series.  
This episode features the voice of our  

Cantor Kaplan singing at a Jewish wedding.

11 P.M.
Service and Changing of Torah Covers to White
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president’s message
Celebrating our renaissance
By rick Heeger

We love big round numbers with a lot of zeros 
at the end. In sports, it’s practically an obses-
sion – a pitcher’s 300th win, a batter’s 3,000th 
hit or 500th home run. Here at Temple Beth 
Abraham, we made a deservedly big deal of our 
100th anniversary last year. And early this sum-
mer we reached another milestone: we surpassed 
the 400 mark in member units. The number 
itself doesn’t mean much. TBA has had over 400 
members before. It has had more than 500 and 
more than 600 in its long history. The number 
is significant because it represents a renaissance 
for TBA. 
I have made this renaissance claim before, that 
since Rabbi Bloom joined us in 2001 our mem-
bership has grown, our programs have expanded 
and that we’ve become a more vibrant commu-
nity. All of that is still true but I think that we 
have matured beyond the initial excitement and 
impact of a new “young” rabbi (sorry for the 
quotes around “young,” Rabbi Mark). The early 
influx of new members who were younger and 
single was attributed to Rabbi Bloom’s appeal. 
While the rabbi’s appeal is still very strong, we 
get new members now because of what and who 
we are as a community. The fact is, people like 
coming to our shul. I listen intently as guests 
introduce themselves at the end of Shabbat 
services and plan to talk with them during the 
Kiddush lunch. Often I can’t get near them 
because other congregants have swamped them. 
We strive to be warm and welcoming and, yes, 
we can always do better. But let’s accept it, we 
are warm and welcoming. Let’s embrace it and 
keep up the good work!
These days a new member of TBA cannot be 
immediately categorized as an incoming Gan 
family or a young married couple. Our new 
members are also seniors, empty nesters, single 
professionals and families with school-age chil-
dren. They are straight, gay and people of color. 
Some have been Jews all their lives and some 
have just completed their journey to Judaism. 
All are welcome and all bring something new 
to the community. Each new member is invited 
to find a volunteer opportunity (some are listed 

on page 7 in this issue), join a committee, par-
ticipate in our programs and, of course, attend 
Shabbat services Friday night and Saturday 
morning. And, as I say in my sleep now, remem-
ber that we have minyan services every Monday 
and Thursday mornings followed by breakfast.
So what do TBA members, long-time and new, 
have to look forward to as we return from sum-
mer vacations and prepare for the High Holy 
Days? Well, thanks to the generosity of Virginia 
and Murray Davis we will experience beautiful 
and meaningful services led by Rabbi Bloom, 
Cantor Kaplan and many fellow TBA members 
in a beautifully renovated sanctuary. Our youth 
services and Oneg will be in a freshly painted 
and upgraded Social Hall. And, what a relief 
to be able to say this, we will, of course, have 
a working elevator. Thank you so much to all 
of our generous donors for making it all pos-
sible. The High Holy Days are my favorite time 
of the year. I love this community and it feels 
great to be around everyone during an intense 
but wonderful two weeks. There are rituals that 
I love – spending Erev Rosh Hashanah and the 
next afternoon with good friends, talking about 
baseball and politics with a friend on Yom 
Kippur afternoon before Ne’ilah. I always look 
forward to it. 
TBA will continue to grow. At what pace, who 
knows? There will always be departures, some 
very sad, but I expect that our shul will continue 
an upward trend. I see this as a very positive 
thing. But it does present us with great challenges 
in terms of our physical plant. Nowhere is that 
clearer than with our Bet Sefer Hebrew School. 
We are raising money now to create a new space 
for the school where the two MacArthur houses 
now sit. For at least two reasons, in the very near 
future, we will have to decide what to do with 
that space. The first reason, as I mentioned, is 
that we desperately need it for the school, and 
the second is that the houses, in their present 
form, represent a blight and a nuisance. We need 
your help and your commitment to create a 
needed space for learning. 
Yes, we are growing, but there are still plenty of 
seats on Saturday morning for services. I look 
forward to seeing you there.
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editor’s message
Back to Shul
By Lori rosenthal

I hope you had a great summer complete with 
wonderful travels, ruach-filled summer camps, at 
least a few lazy days with no particular structure, 
and even warm (sometimes too warm) summer 
evenings.
I have to confess that I get lax about visiting 
shul during the summer months.  There is 
something about the lack of structure in daily 
life that allows other options to seem preferable 
to joining our community for Shabbat ser-
vices.  Sometimes it is the call of travel, if I am 
visiting another community for the weekend.  
Sometimes it is the call of the beach and a lovely 
summer’s day.  I  even found time to clean out 
the garage one Saturday morning when I should 
have been in shul.  Before you get all judgmental 
on me, give me time to say that it was a religious 
ritual all its own.  Getting rid of the crib and the 
kids’ tricycles now that Emma is off to college 
was a really big step. I guess I’m caught in the 
act of being a pack rat again.
Now that it is September, I am excited to wel-
come you and me both “Back to Shul.”  Just 
like the kids, who are suiting up with their shiny 
white sneakers, backpacks and gleaming new 
school supplies, this is our opportunity to gear 
up spiritually and bring our best selves back to 
shul.  Back to our community and all it offers.  
It is time to join the Monday and Thursday 
morning minyans – if not frequently, at least 

occasionally.  I know that I have a goal of 
attending once in the month of Elul.  It is part 
of my ritual leading up to the High Holidays.  
Perhaps you will adopt this goal too.  
It is time to be a part of Shabbat services.  If 
you need an additional incentive, just think 
about being one of the first to sit in a newly 
refurbished sanctuary seat.  Or to ride the brand 
spanking new TBA elevator from the parking lot 
into the sanctuary.  
It is time to join one of our social organiza-
tions.  The scheduled events are really fun, and 
your presence will only make them better! The 
Women of TBA (our Sisterhood) will be happy 
to welcome you on one of our Sunday walks, 
theater events, and other options, such as the 
two events this fall designed to usher in the 
chagim with kavanah.  The Men’s Club would 
love to have you gamble away your time and 
money at their card tables in one of their poker 
events.  (No worries, it is all for a good cause!) 
The Book Club would love to have you read 
one of the upcoming books and join their eve-
ning discussion.   
Additionally, there are adult education classes, 
social action events, and any number of volun-
teer opportunities where you can plug in with 
your time and talent.  
It’s our synagogue; let’s all choose to be a part  
of it.  See you there.

the
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centennial
Centennial Campaign Update
By Alan & Cheryl Silver

In the physical space that is central to our community, we’ve 
finally seen the fruits of our long labor of love, our Centennial 
Campaign.  It is here that this month’s Omer theme, Back to 
Shul, really resonates with meaning. This last year brought 
us the long awaited completion of Phase I.  Many substantial 
components went into this first phase, but the critical and 
final pieces finally went into place just a few months ago.
On a warm and sunny day in May, our community gathered 
to dedicate our new parking lot and elevator in honor (and 
memory) of beloved members Alice and Leslie (of blessed 
memory) Kessler and the Zatkin family.  With this dedica-
tion we can finally say that our facility now allows ALL 
members of our community the opportunity to come back to 
shul without difficulty or inconvenience.
We are a thriving, growing community, with members from 
zero to near one hundred years old.  It was a sad fact that 
the younger, the older and the least able of us could not eas-
ily access our synagogue, if at all.  We’ve known too many 
members, or former members, who could not come “back to 
shul” anymore because it was simply too difficult.  We had to 
choose:  fix it or move it!  For those of you who don’t know 
the whole story ask one of us on the Centennial Committee 
some time and we’ll tell you the long version.  The short ver-
sion is that moving was not the option we chose.
Getting to this point has been a long road, and we could not 
have gotten there without our supportive members who so 
generously contributed to the Centennial Campaign.  We 
haven’t said it often enough, but we and the Committee can-
not thank all of you enough for your support, financial and 
emotional, and your patience.  It has been a long couple of 
years, but in truth it has been a long couple of decades mak-
ing this dream a reality.
We have our two honoree families to thank for their substan-
tial input to the Campaign, and not just in dollars and cents.  
Both families have been congregation members for longer 
than some people’s entire lives, and have been pillars of our 
community for much of that time.
It was Joe Zatkin, who pressed and prodded and finally said 
he would no longer take “no” for an answer from our neigh-
bor to the east, that finally resulted in our acquiring the two 

adjacent MacArthur Boulevard houses.  That was the begin-
ning of the first Phase.
Many people have been instrumental in the Centennial 
Campaign at various stages, going back to Sam Ruvkin, of 
blessed memory, who started the ball rolling so many years 
ago.  However, without Joe Zatkin’s insistence that we acquire 
the properties to expand and his and Vera’s early financial 
support who knows when anything might truly have hap-
pened.  Joe and Vera, their children and grandchildren have 
all continued their support of, and financial commitment 
to, the Campaign, for which we are all grateful.  It is in their 
honor that we dedicated the elevator that truly completes 
making our entire facility “user friendly.”
But the elevator does not stand alone.  Without the parking 
lot with handicapped parking and access, and the Plaza and 
various ramps that connect to the elevator, the Social Hall, 
the chapel and the Gan, the elevator could not fulfill its pur-
pose of making our entire campus accessible to everyone.
It was in honor, and memory, that we dedicated the parking 
lot and Plaza to another two of our longest standing mem-
bers, and our most ardent supporters, Alice and Leslie (of 
blessed memory) Kessler.  Without Alice’s and Leslie’s original 
and continuing financial and moral support, as well as that 
of Randy and Jan, there might have been no campaign at all.  
We know that Leslie would have been proud of the result; we 
can see him now, with his smile and the twinkle in his eye 
approving all our community has accomplished.  Alice and 
Leslie have served and supported TBA for more than half a 
century, and Randy and Jan continue to honor that tradition.
It’s a beautiful elevator complex, and it was a beautiful dedi-
cation ceremony.  It was fun to see our honorees take that 
first official ride to the sanctuary.  More important is what 
the parking lot and elevator have done for our less able popu-
lation.  As our mother/mother-in-law Pola now says, “Before, 
coming to shul was incredibly difficult, but now coming to 
shul is a mechiah.”
You’ll hear more about Phase II over the next few months.  
We hope we can count on you for continued moral and 
financial support.  In the meantime, see you back at shul!  
Wishing you and your families a happy, healthy and peace 
filled New Year.



6

women of tba, our sisterhood
For Women

Sunday September 14, 9:45 a.M.
Women on the move Hike
The September hike will be in Redwood Regional Park. It 
has a steep section and we may see a flock of resident llamas. 
Go to the Redwood Gate on Redwood Road and proceed to 
the farthest parking lot, where we will meet up at 9:45 A.M. 
Hikers depart promptly at 10:00 and will be back to the 
parking lot by 11:30. For details, contact Judith Klinger at 
kcurls@sbcglobal.net or 482-1609.

Monday October 6, 10 a.M.
rosh Chodesh Tishrei  
WTBA in partnership with Hadassah/Machon will be host-
ing a monthly study session for women interested in learning 
more about Judaism, Jewish women, Rosh Chodesh, Torah 
and other Jewish topics of interest to women. There is a short 
reading assignment in preparation for each session.  Please 
contact Alicia von Kugelgen at Alicia@vonkugelgen.com for 
more information.

SaVe THe DaTe October 18
Women’s Torah Study in the Sukkah
Join us for a very special extended Shabbat.  Services followed 
by Women’s Torah Study in the Sukkah.  WTBA Board 
member Beth Sirull will be giving her annual drash with a 
focus on Sukkot and the experience of going forward on faith 
in our 21st century lives. Our first Women’s Torah Study will 
be facilitated by Rachel Biale, author of Women and Jewish 
Law. See our website for more information.

For Everyone
Sunday September 7, 7:30 P.M.
TBA Goes to the Theater  
Woodminster Theater - Pirates of Penzance
Join fellow TBA members and friends for a great evening of 
musical theater right here in Oakland.  We will be meeting 
at Woodminster Theater at 7:30 p.m. to enjoy the last of 
this year’s summer musical offerings – Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
Pirates of Penzance. Purchase one adult ticket, get one child 
ticket free. This is a great way to introduce your children  
to musical theater in  
a beautiful outdoor  
setting.
Contact Lori Rosenthal 
at rosent@pacbell.net 
for ticket information.

Adult Education Events
Thursday September 18, 10 a.M.
Jews and Baseball
In the Chapel
TBA is pleased to host this year’s East 
Bay Jewish Forum lecture series and to 
start the season off, Rabbi Bloom will 
be speaking on a topic close to his heart 
– baseball! Rabbi Bloom will inform 
and entertain us with a talk on the his-

tory and experience of Jews in Baseball.  Each EBJF lecture 
admission is $10 at the door.  To purchase a season pass and 
for more information contact Anne Levine at womenoftba@
tbaoakland.org.

Thursday September 25, 10 a.M.
Jerusalem Stories
In the Chapel
A second of the EBJF lecture series features Nitzhia Shaked  
as our speaker.

Wednesday, October 29, 11:30 a.M.
Are You As Smart As A 6th Grader? 
Join our Kitah Vav for Adults class and find out!
It’s never too late to learn! Come and join our class for 
adults where you will be learning to chant the prayers in the 
Shabbat Morning Torah and Musaf services.  By the end of 
the class you will know the prayers well enough to chant 
them alone, deepening your understanding and enjoyment of 
services.  You will gain a basic understanding of the Hebrew 
vocabulary used in the prayers, learn about the origin of 
the prayers and how they fit into our service.  We may also 
tackle the prayers of the Friday night and Shabbat morning 
service. Classes meet on Wednesday mornings at 11:30 A.M. 
at the Synagogue Library beginning October 29.  Participants 
should be able to read prayer book Hebrew.  There is no 
charge for the class but you will be required to purchase the 
textbook (approximately $15 – financial assistance is available 
through Women of TBA if needed).  For more information 
contact Susan Simon at susan@tbaoakland.org.

every Wednesday 9 a.M.
Weekly Torah Study
Woodminster Café, Woodminster Lane  
at the corner of Joaquin Miller & Mountain Blvd.
Get together with fellow Torah enthusiasts to examine the 
weekly Torah portion from several angles.  This facilitated 
study draws from ancient sages and commentators to find 
application in our modern lives.  All experience levels are 
welcome.  No need to RSVP. For more information contact 
Rabbi Bloom at RabbiBloom@tbaoakland.org.
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Women on the Move ‘08 – ‘09

Get out of the house on a Sunday morning and let the others fend 
for themselves! Join WTBA the second Sunday of each month as we 
hike in our gorgeous nearby woods for an hour and a half. We always 
start at 10:00, are back to the start by 11:30 and don’t do anything that 
requires Olympian fitness.
Why come? Because it’s nice to take some time for yourself, be-
cause the women in our shul are great to spend time with, and be-
cause you can finally bring your dog to a synagogue event.

September 14 French trail in Redwood Park
October 12 Stream trail in Redwood (dogs on leash)
November 9 Graham trail in Redwood
December 14 Palos Colorados trail in Joaquin Miller (dogs  
 theoretically on leash)
January 11 East Ridge trail in Redwood
February 8 East Ridge trail in Redwood (from the other end)
March – August TBD
For questions or details about the hikes above,  
please email Judith Klinger at kcurls@sbcglobal.net.

 

TBA  
BOOK  
CLUB

Save the Date  
& Start Reading!

Our next meeting is  
Monday, October 6, 7:30 P.M.

The Book is:  
“The Search for God at Harvard”  

by Ari L. Goldman

Location TBD

volunteer bulletin board

Can you find an hour  
each month? a day?

To Volunteer at TBA
Contact: Herman &  
Agnes Pencovic at  

(510) 832-0936, ext. 28.

Give a New Mom or Dad  
an Hour to Shower

A perfect mitzvah for those with daytime flexibility.

Volunteers needed to provide short daytime sits free of charge to our new 
moms and dads allowing them to shower, get a haircut or just take a walk.  

Interested sitters should contact us at womenoftba@tbaoakland.org.

Help staff  
Jewish Federation of  

the Greater East Bay’s 
Picnic Fest event  

on September 7, 2008.
It is a full day of outreach  

at Joaquin Miller Park.
Interested?  Please contact me  

at staschm@aol.com  
or by phone (510) 482-3153.

— Stacy Margolin

Copy Editors Needed for the OMER: Volunteer your exceptional editing 
skills for a few hours each month to help The OMER. For more information 
call Shira Weisbach, 482-6041 (or email, shira.weisbach@sbcglobal.net).

Do you have time to 
help deliver TBA’s  

new members baskets?
If so, please contact me  

at staschm@aol.com  
or by phone (510) 482-3153.

— Stacy Margolin
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men’s club
Men’s Club Update
By Eric Friedman

After two successful years, David Mendelsohn has wrapped up his tenure 
as President of the Men’s Club.  During David’s term, the club began a 
successful – and profitable – series of fundraising tournaments and estab-
lished a new tradition of hosting an annual Purim Seudah and talent show.  
Funds from these events have supported numerous projects, especially at 
the Gan.  Yasher koach to David!  Don’t worry: he’s not going far.  David 
will continue to serve on the Men’s Club board and to facilitate the very 
popular poker nights.
Attempting to fill David’s ample shoes will be yours truly, Eric Friedman.  
A technology manager at Wells Fargo, I’ve served on various committees at 
TBA, including four years on the Men’s Club Board, most recently as trea-
surer.  My wife, Heike, and I live with our daughter, Hannah, age 7 and a 
Gan graduate, in Berkeley.  Outside of family, work, and the shul, my hob-
bies include the piano, racing sailboats, scuba diving, and backpacking.  I’m 
privileged to work with a talented and supportive board whose members 
include Jon Shuster, David Lenik, Michael Rose, and, of course, David 
Mendelsohn.
We’ve got an exciting range of programs planned for the next several 
months.  If you (or a guy you know) are looking for a great group of guys 
to hang out with, we’re sure to have something that you’ll enjoy.  Keep an 
eye out for:

BEEr BrEWiNG (AND DriNKiNG)

“SHLEmiELS ON SKiS”

SUNDAY BASKETBALL

BOWLiNG WiTH THE “JEWS iN BAD SHOES”

mEN’S CLUB SHABBAT

SUKKOT SOCiAL EVENT FOr THE WHOLE FAmiLY

POKEr NiGHTS

THANKSGiViNG DAY EGG miT ONiON BrEAKFAST 

THE PUrim SEUDAH

As the rabbi likes to say, this isn’t your father’s men’s club (but he’s certainly 
welcome to join in the fun).
Confidential to Gan and Bet Sefer parents: we’re thinking of arranging 
some additional outings for the whole family.  Possibilities include a visit 
to Fairyland, a mini-golf excursion, and a family game night.  Interested?  
Have an idea of your own?  
Please drop me a note at eric_friedman@mac.com.

THANK YOU  
MEN’S CLUB 

From Wendy Siver, Gan Director
There are many people who sup-
port Gan Avraham in a variety of 
ways. Individuals contribute to our 
yard fund; donate books, puzzles 
and toys. Parents come into the 
classroom to help make latkes and 
hamentaschen and work on a variety 
of committees and projects, every-
thing from Supper in the Sukkah for 
Gan families to the end of the year 
picnic for current Gan families and 
incoming new families. 

What many of you may not know is 
how generous the Men’s Club of TBA 
has been to Gan Avraham. Last year 
when we were remodeling our play 
yard, the men’s club purchased two 
of the three new pieces of equip-
ment -- both the swings and the 
geo-dome.  

This year they bought new large 
maple see-through blocks to be used 
in the court yard. Teachers have 
been “wishing” for these blocks for a 
long time and will now have a set to 
use with children.  In addition they 
provided the liquor, and man power, 
for the open bar at this year’s 
School Auction. 

Next time you see a Men’s Club 
event, go, participate, have fun and 
remember at the same time you 
are donating not just to Men’s Club 
but also giving to our youngest 
congregants, the children of Gan 
Avraham. 
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east bay jewish forum ‘08 - ‘09 

TBA Morning Minyan
Needs You!
Start the New Year off right.  During 
this New Year, resolve to come and 
join us at the minyan- Mondays and 
Thursdays at 8 am - in the chapel, 
followed by “breakfast in the main 
dining room!”  One of our regu-
lars, Jonah Bloom, is moving on to 
Kindergarten.  So we could use your 
help to fulfill the mitzvah of provid-
ing a morning minyan (ten people) 
for those who come to say kaddish.  
Where else can you perform a  
mitzvah just by showing up?

Try it, you’ll like it.
Any questions: Bonnie Burt 658-1711

ASK JCI & R
Q:   My family is planning a vacation to far-flung areas.  We enjoy 
connecting with Jewish communities.  How can I find out the 
names of synagogues, sights, and kosher restaurants in our favor-
ite destinations?

A:  For all you wandering Jews out there, Jewish communities and 
synagogues exist in almost any area you can imagine, from Alaska 
(the frozen chosen) to Zimbabwe.   Call us and we will connect you 
with synagogues, kosher food, tours and Judaica gift shops.  We can 
also tell you about great websites for the world Jewish traveler.
For more information about connecting to Jewish life,  
email Info@Jewishnfo.org or call JCI & R at 415/777-4545  
or toll-free within the Bay Area 877-777-JCIR (5247).  Jewish 
Community Information and Referral is a free and confidential ser-
vice of the San Francisco based Jewish Community Federation. Visit 
our websites www.JewishNfo.org and www.sfjcf.org.

September 18, 10 A.M., Jews and Baseball 
Rabbi Mark Bloom, Temple Beth Abraham
September 23, 10 A.M., Jerusalem Stories  
Nitzhia Shaked  
October 2, 10 A.M., The Supreme Court: Looking Ahead 
Professor Jesse Choper, Boalt Hall Law School
October 16, 10 A.M., The Roots of Anti-Semitism Part I  
Rabbi Shelley Waldenberg  
October 23, 10 A.M., The Roots of Anti-Semitism, Part II  
Rabbi Shelley Waldenberg 
October 30, 10 A.M., Church and State in Israel  
Nitzhia Shaked
November 6, 10 A.M., The Jews of England 
Professor Sheldon Rothblatt
November 13, 10 A.M.,  
Election ‘08: Jewish Issues and the Jewish Vote 
Rabbi Doug Kahn, JCRC
November 20, 10 A.M., The Sixty Years War 
Riva Gambert, Jewish Community Federation  
of the Greater East Bay
December 4, 10 A.M., The Bielski Partisans  
and Others Who Defied Hitler 
Mitch Braff, Jewish Partisan Education service

December 11, 10 A.M., The Rise of Extremism  
and the State of Israel  
Dr. Noel Kaplowitz 
December 18, 10 A.M., Darkness and Light:  
Toward an Inner Hanukkah through Music 
Cantor Richard Kaplan
January 8, 10 A.M., To the Sky: The History  
of the Israeli Air Force 
Dr. Howard Maccabee
January 15, 10 A.M., The Singing Cowboy in Performance 
Scott Geller (The Singing Cowboy!)
January 22, 10 A.M., A Journey to the Edges  
of Jewish Identity: The Lemba of Zimbabwe,  
Crypto-Jews and Others  
Ken Blady
January 29, 10 A.M., Ashkenazim: The Early History  
of German Jewry  
Ken Blady
Admission per lecture: $10; Series admission: $125.  
To register for the fall/winter series,  
please call 510-839-2900 ext. 253.

Temple Beth Abraham is pleased to be the host synagogue for the 5759 East Bay Jewish Forum lecture series presented by the 
Center for Jewish Living and Learning (CJLL).  Our own David Galant is one of this year’s organizers and Women of TBA, 
our Sisterhood, has supported this program, also known as the MID lecture series for many years. These morning sessions are 
a great way to learn about a variety of topics with a Jewish perspective, explore new ideas, and meet others from our diverse 
East Bay Jewish Community. 
The East Bay Jewish Forum’s fall 2008-2009 classes will meet Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham.  
Please join us for programs of life-long learning.
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gan avraham

as I write this our summer program, GASP, is in full swing.  I can hear the laughter 

of children as they play out in the courtyard, riding bikes and splashing in the 

water table.  They are having wonderful experiences, cooking, learning about sea 

life, blowing bubbles and of course enjoying lots of messy water and sand play.  

Rosh Hashanah is the perfect holiday for the beginning of the school year.  Celebrating 

the New Year is a great way to look at beginnings.  For our very youngest Kitah Alef 

children everything will be new. New school, new teachers, new friends!  For our older 

returning Kitah Bet and Kitah Gimmel children it is a time to look at how much they 

have grown and changed over the summer, and to think and talk about the up coming 

year. 

The Torah tells us to celebrate Rosh Hashanah with blasts of the shofar.  The children 

will have the opportunity to hear Rabbi Bloom blow the shofar and explain the different 

sounds.  

These are the sounds the shofar will make; 

Tekiah one long blast

Shevarim three short blasts

Teruah nine short blasts 

Tekiah Gedolah one very long blast

New beginnings and the New Year are wonderful times to start new family traditions and 

customs.  Dip slices of apple in honey for a sweet new year.  Try baking a round hallah 

with your child, let them put the sprinkles on!  Round foods such as hallah and apples 

also help to explain the concept of the new year, as the seasons cycle around again and 

again.  Make it a family tradition to bake honey cake for dessert.  Take a walk in the park 

to explore the fragrances, sounds and sights of fall.  Look at how the world is changing, 

it is a fun time to look at baby pictures with your child and talk about how much they to 

have grown and changed. 

L’Shana Tovah  (A good year)

Wendy



11

bet sefer

New Rosh Chodesh Group
We are pleased to announce that Temple Beth Abraham has started a 7th and 8th grade rosh 
Chodesh group for girls which will meet once a month on Sunday afternoons to explore great 
topics, do fun projects, nosh a few snacks, be with new and old friends, create community, and 
have fun together – all in a Jewish context.  Thanks to the generosity of the Women of TBA (WTBA) who  
sponsored (and funded) this program, TBA teens will strengthen their connection to Judaism and our syna-
gogue community while having a great time together.  The group leader will be Danielle Jurow, sister of  
our own TBA member, Doree Jurow Klein.  Parents, if you have a 7th or 8th grade girl who hasn’t made the  
commitment yet, nudge her to give our group a try while membership is still open.  Contact Susan Simon  

for more information at susan@tbaoakland.org.

Welcome Back to Bet Sefer
By Susan Simon

We have a great lineup of teachers this year, with both 
familiar and new faces.  Returning are Dawn Margolin in 
Mechina, Zephira Derblich-Milea in Alef, Yaira Urban in 
Bet, Leeor Frankel moving back to Gimmel, Joan Korin 
and Stacy Margolin moving up to Dalet with their students, 
and Outi Gould teaching Kitahs Hay and Vav t’fillah.  New 
to our staff will be Kathryn Fireman teaching our Kitah 
Vav Judaic Studies class and Michelle Wolfson teaching our 
Kitah Hay Judaic Studies class.  We are delighted to welcome 
Kathryn and Michelle to our teaching staff.  Each of them 
brings many years of both teaching and teacher-mentoring 
experience to our program.  As of late July, I am still looking 
for Kitah Zayin and Chaverim teachers.
What do our students learn each year in Bet Sefer?  In our 
younger grades, we focus a great deal on holidays, stories 
from our Torah, introducing Hebrew reading and familiar-
ity, Jewish values, and Israel.  Starting in Kitah Dalet, our 
students learn how to read and write in Hebrew script.  They 
learn a large number of prayers from a variety of services 
and stories from the Prophets.  Students in Kitah Hay are 
required to chant, alone, almost all of the prayers from the 
Friday night service in order to get “checked off ” on them.  
In addition, they will explore some of our Torah stories using 
Bibliodrama to try to get a better understanding of the mes-
sage; they will learn about Kashrut; they will get a taste of 
Pirkei Avot (the teaching of our ancestors) which comes from 
the Mishna; they will explore several Jewish values, and they 
will be working on establishing personal connections to the 
State of Israel.  This all seems quite ambitious and we’ll see 
how far we get on all of these subjects.
Students in Kitah Vav will get “checked off ” on all of the 
prayers of the Torah and Musaf services.  In addition to being 
able to chant the prayers alone, they will also learn about the 
placement of these prayers in the service, what they mean 
and where they come from.  The Judaic Studies portion of 
the sixth grade curriculum will start off by focusing on get-
ting familiar with the Tanakh, the Mishna, the Talmud and 

the Shulchan Aruch.  The second part of the year, students 
will learn about Jewish life cycle practice from birth, circum-
cision, b’nai mitzvah, marriage, conversion and death and 
dying rituals.
Students in Kitah Zayin have a multi-part curriculum.  They 
will spend the first part of the school year working on their 
public speaking skills, especially as they relate to their d’vrei 
Torah for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  There will be a module 
spent on the Holocaust where our students meet some of 
our survivors and get to hear of their experiences first hand.  
There will be a module spent on learning more about Israel.  
And there will be a module spent on examining what our 
ancient texts teach us about friendship and how that relates 
to the students today.  This year, parents will be studying 
with their students 4 times during the school year.  On those 
days, the afternoon class will be cancelled and the parents 
will attend with their children for a dinner and learn session 
together.  We are hoping that these joint activities will help 
parents feel more involved in the b’nai mitzvah year.
School starts for everyone except Mechina and Zayin on 
September 9.  Rather than have regular class that day, parents 
and their children in Kitahs Alef - Vav are invited to Back 
to School Night starting at 5:30 P.M.  The evening will start 
with a hot dog dinner and parents and students will get to 
meet their teachers, see where the classes will be meeting, ask 
questions and learn what to expect for this coming year. We 
want to make sure that both teachers and parents start form-
ing a relationship with each other and thereby facilitate the 
learning process for the students.
Our Zayin students start class at the regular time on Thursday, 
September 11.  Our Mechina students will start at the usual 
time on the following Tuesday, September 16 so that our new-
est and youngest students can miss the chaos of our first day of 
school.  
We are looking forward to a terrific school year.  If you have 
any questions about any of our programs, feels free to contact 
Susan Simon at susan@tbaoakland.org.  Baruchim Habaim – 
welcome!
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bet sefer
It’s elul and That’s So Cool
By Susan Simon

We are just starting the Hebrew month of Elul, and for Jews 
all over the world, this means that there are changes in our 
lives, some subtle and some more obvious. This is the special 
time that Jews have to examine themselves, their lives, their 
actions, and their place in the world. Elul is the month when 
we, as a community, try to make amends for actions which 
might have caused someone else harm or pain during the 
past year. Our tradition tells us that it was during the month 
of Elul that Moses was preparing the 2nd set of tablets of the 
10 Commandments. This year we will have a few weeks of 
religious school during the month of Elul and will be able 
to remind the students about some of the special things that 
this month brings. For instance, every morning (except on 
Shabbat during Elul), we blow the shofar.  Who can blow 
the shofar? You can, with a little practice!  Need some help to 
make a sound? Here’s a link to detailed instructions, includ-
ing a video so you can become a pro: http://www.wikihow.
com/Blow-a-Shofar.  
Afikoman has a lovely selection of shofrot so you can find 
the perfect shofar for your family. Another custom is to recite 
the Selichot prayers, starting with our special Selichot service 
on September 20th, right before Rosh Hashanah. Selichot 
prayers are those of intense forgiveness, a concept that is 
difficult for all of us to embrace. 
It is terribly hard to confront a 
person whom you have injured 
in some way, yet teaching this to 
our children at this time of year 
is so important. Parents can set 
examples for this difficult but 
important custom by apologizing 
to their children and encouraging 
siblings to apologize to each other 
and ask forgiveness. Another cus-
tom for many Jews is to visit the 
graves of loved ones - many people 
feel inspired by the memories of 
people who loved and taught them 
and whom they miss. During Elul, 
we add a special psalm to our 
morning liturgy, Psalm 27, which 
includes the phrase: One thing 
I ask of God only this do I seek: 
to live in the house of God all 
the days of my life, to gaze upon 
God’s beauty, to frequent God’s 
temple. We sing this with a lovely 
melody that we will be sure our 
students learn and chant in school.
What does Elul mean to your 
family? Make it a practice dur-
ing Elul to perfect your shofar 

blowing - get everyone involved and then plan on joining 
us for the end of Yom Kippur on the bima and help us say 
farewell to Yom Kippur with the loudest sound we have ever 
heard. Encourage your 2nd through 7th grade child to prac-
tice shofar blowing for our youth services - we really need 
their expertise. Chant Psalm 27 with your child every day, 
whether you know it in English or Hebrew, whether you 
can sing it or simply recite it. Talk to you child about what 
s/he thinks it means and tell them your own feelings about 
it. We are getting ready for Rosh Hashanah all month - in 
ancient times, Rosh Hashanha was a time off the tithing of 
animals. Use this as an excuse to do something nice for either 
your own animals or those in need at shelters. Visit a zoo or 
volunteer at an animal shelter with your children. Take your 
child to the cemetery and teach them about the custom of 
visiting loved ones. Tell them stories about the people who 
have died so that their memories can live on. Talk to them 
about a couple of things you learned from your loved ones 
and that you hope they will take with them as they continue 
to grow. Elul is a very special time on the Jewish calendar.
Find time with your family to participate in some of these 
activities so that you are setting this month apart from ordi-
nary months in preparation for the High Holy Days. If you 
participate in making this time of year holy, you’ll under-
stand that Elul really is cool!
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midrasha 

Berkeley Midrasha news
By Diane Bernbaum

Everyone always assumes that it’s quiet in the summer in the 
Berkeley Midrasha office, but actually we are busy preparing 
for next year.  We have hired wonderful faculty and they’ve 
planned some great courses. 
Perhaps the most exciting thing is that we have been chosen 
as a site for the Unity Program of Abraham’s Vision.  This is 
an inter-group Muslim and Jewish conflict resolution pro-
gram.  It includes teacher-led discussions on issues related 
to Islam, Judaism, and Muslim- Jewish relations; Jewish and 
Muslim guest speakers; inter-school meetings with students 
from our Islamic partner school and field trips. This class is 
open to 11th and 12th graders.
Most of our Sunday morning teachers are returning: Devra 
Aarons, Erica Crowell, Sacha Kopin, Greg Newmark, Bunny 
Pearlman  and Muni Schweig.  Our four “new” teach-
ers have either taught at other Midrashot or are Midrasha 
alumni themselves.  Roni Alperin, a playwright and director 
is a sabra who is studying drama therapy at the California 
Institute of Integral Studies and has taught at Tri Valley/Tri 
Cities Midrasha.  Day Schildkret not only taught at TVTC 
Midrasha last year, but is now its director and has also 
worked in theatre and television.  Anna Martin graduated 
from Midrasha in 2000, has taught at Midrasha in Oakland, 
teaches public school and is staffing this summer’s Let’s Go 
Israel! trip.  And Noemi Hollander graduated from Midrasha 
in 1995, works in publishing and has been teaching Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah students at Congregation Beth El.  On week-
days, not only are David Henkin and Zvi Septimus team 
teaching our midweek Tanach and Talmud study group, but 
Rabbi Menachem Creditor will teach a Tuesday evening class 
on “Mystical Visions of God” and in the spring Rabbis Mark 
Bloom and Yoel Kahn will be teaching their synagogue’s 
10th graders at Midrasha to prepare them for Confirmation.

The line up of Sunday morning classes looks really exciting.  
The eighth grade core class, Gesharim, focuses on Jewish 
ethics while ninth graders in Etgar study Jewish identity. In 
the first hour, tenth through twelfth graders have a choice of 
four Bible based classes: exploring the Torah through impro-
visation, role playing and theatre games with Roni Alperin, 
looking at Torah and the planet with Greg Newmark, an 
examination of the story of creation, the origin of love and 
the birth and death of the human ego with Day Schildkret 
and Torah stories into tapestry with Bunny Pearlman.
Eighth and ninth grade electives include: a look at controver-
sial Jewish issues with Greg Newmark, a study of Jews, comic 
books and the Golem with Sacha Kopin, making midrash 
from Bible stories with Noemi Hollander, making Jewish dolls, 
puppets and soft sculpture with Bunny Pearlman, looking at 
Hollywood films to see what they say about God with Sacha 
Kopin, looking at women in the Bible with Anna Martin and 
PB & J (picture books and Judaism), seeing Jewish lessons in 
classic children’s books with Noemi Hollander.
Tenth through twelfth graders can choose between the 
Abraham’s Vision class I mentioned above, Kesher Aleph, 
our 10th grade class on Israeli culture, history, politics and 
current events with Roni Alperin, Kesher Bet, our 11th and 
12th grade class on Jewish thought and spirituality with 
either Day Schildkret or Devra Aarons, Jewish medication 
with Day Schildkret, the Jewish art of amulet making with 
Anna Marin and a class on Judaism and the world around us 
with Devra Aarons.
Electives open to students in all grades include Beginning 
Conversational Hebrew with Bunny Pearlman, Advanced 
Conversational Hebrew with Greg Newmark, Talmud with 
Muni Schweig and a brand new class incorporating art, 
Story Corps and the Contemporary Jewish Museum with 
Erica Crowell.
We can’t wait to see you all in September.

TBA’s Berkeley midrasha Graduates 5768
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youth

My experience as a Pro-Israel Jew on a 
College Campus
By Devi margolin

(Reprinted from a talk Devi gave during Shabbat Services)
In less than a month from today I will be graduating 
from college.  And that is why I am here today, to speak 
to you about what it is like being a pro-Israel Jew on a 
college campus.  When I was going through the college 
selection process over five years ago, I rebelled, but not in 
the traditional sense.  I chose to go to UC Davis for its 
one-hour drive from home --  just far enough to be “away” 
from home and close enough so that I could go home 
-- and for its equestrian program.  Not for its Jewish com-
munity.  At the time I didn’t realize how much my com-
munity meant to me, and I felt that I needed a break from 
the overwhelming Jewish community I had created for 
myself.  Until then I had been very active in Jewish life, 
especially in high school, when I was active in BBYO, the 
Jewish Student Union at my high school, Midrasha, Camp 
Ramah and, of course, at Temple Beth Abraham.
I didn’t realize that I had chosen a college with a very 
small active Jewish community and a place where an anti-
Semitic and anti-Israel mentality was on the rise.  While 
I love Davis for the cute town that it is and the academic 
challenge that I have received, I have not loved the anti-
Israel sentiment on campus.  During my first year, I lived 
in ignorant bliss - enjoying the fun and freedom college 

had to offer and generally oblivious to the anti-Israel activ-
ities.  However, one thing I did notice half way through 
my first year was the lack of an active Conservative or 
Orthodox Jewish community on campus, something that 
began to worry me.
During my sophomore year, I remember calling my dad 
one day because an anti-Israel group on campus built a 
“wall” or “separation barrier” in order to show the Davis 
community the so-called “apartheid” society that Israel 
was building.  Then, when I was deciding to go abroad for 
my junior year, I was faced with the fact that programs in 
Israel were not on the approved Study Abroad list for UC 
students, due to the “violence” there.  Of course, programs 
in countries such as Spain and Egypt remained approved, 
even though terrorist actions took place within their bor-
ders.  And not even a military coup in Thailand could 
take that country’s programs off the list.  Israel, it seemed, 
was singled out  for special treatment.  In order to study at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, I was forced to withdraw 
from school.  I was even told that I might have to do an 
extra year in order to graduate; since Hebrew University 
and other Israeli universities were not on the approved 
list, Davis would not guarantee that I would get credit for 
the classes.  As a side note, after a little struggle upon my 
return, I got credit for all of the classes I took and will be 
graduating right on time. 
And since returning to Davis, I have been campaigning 
for the UC system to reinstate the Israel program and have 

TBA Confirmation Class 5768
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spoken to the UC Regents about my experiences in Israel.  I 
am hopeful that the new President of the UC System, Mark 
Yudoff (his wife is immediate past President of the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, of which TBA is a mem-
ber) will act to reinstate Israel-based programs on the UC’s 
list of approved Study-Abroad programs. 
My time in Israel was amazing.  I was in a country with Jews, 
my homeland.  I got to spend time with my best friend, who 
went with me, and with my older brother, who was serving 
in the IDF at the time.  And I  got to live first hand in the 
region that obsessed me during my college and high school 
years.  I am a political science major with an emphasis on the 
Middle East.  In fact, I loved my time there so much I am 
going back next year!  (Mom- I’m sorry, Dad- two down, one 
to go!)
After returning to Davis this year, I was filled with pride for 
Israel and for being a Jew.  My brother, my  boyfriend and 
many of my friends were serving or had served in the IDF. 
On my backpack I sport two pins -- one with the Israeli 
and American flags intertwined  and the other from my 
boyfriend’s army unit.  Since my return, anti-Israel groups 
on campus have been busy.  They have vandalized a suk-
kah, writing “Free Palestine” and “End Israeli Occupation” 
on its walls.  They brought speakers such as Ward Churchill 
to speak on campus.  He called his talk “Zionism, Manifest 
Destiny and Nazism: three variations on a common theme.”  
And they even performed a “Die-In” on campus, pretending 
to be Palestinians who had been murdered in cold blood by 
Israelis. Jewish groups have tried to respond to these events 
with letters to the college paper and peaceful silent protests.  
In addition, the Jewish groups have countered these events 
with others, such as “Israel Week” where we recently celebrat-

ed Yom Ha’atzmaot, and memorial programs on both Yom 
Ha’Shoa and Yom Ha’Zikaron.  Also, Jews, Christians and 
Muslims have gotten together to show an inter-faith initiative 
towards peace on campus. 
What I have learned most from my time in college and in 
Israel is that to be a pro-Israel American you do not have 
to blindly follow or agree with all aspects of the Israeli or 
American policy in the region.  In fact, you should be vocal 
about the parts that you don’t agree with, while at the same 
time strongly asserting that the State of Israel has the right to 
exist.  No other country in the world has its very existence 
threatened or questioned merely because its critics decry its 
policies or its politics.  
As a pro-Israel Jewish American slightly obsessed with the 
Middle  East, I try to do as much as I can to continue my 
education on all aspects of the region, not just the Israeli 
or Jewish perspectives.  My favorite class this quarter is my 
Islamic Thought class, in which my three closest friends 
come from very different backgrounds than mine.  Two 
are Muslims, a male and a female, and one is a self pro-
claimed “hard core Christian” who is studying Christianity 
in Jerusalem next year.  I know this sounds like the start of a 
joke, but seriously, all four of us have a very different connec-
tion to Israel, and I don’t believe that one person’s connection 
to the land is greater than another, for who am I to judge?
I hope that through continued education, communication, 
patience and time we Jews won’t have to defend the existence 
of our state.  But until then, I encourage all of you to con-
tinue to explore your own connection to Israel and expand 
your knowledge on all aspects of the conflict.
And, when necessary, to stand-up for your beliefs. 

(Most of) TBA’s Graduation Class of 2008
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cooking corner

ingredients:

6 skinless and boneless chicken breast halves  
(about 2.25 pounds)

1/4 tsp dried ground oregano

1/4 tsp + 1/2 tsp freshly ground black pepper  

1/4 tsp + 1/2 tsp salt  

2 Tbs + 1 Tbs olive oil  

1 large yellow onion, peeled and sliced into  
thin (1/8”) rings (about 1 cup)

1-2 cloves garlic, peeled and minced

1/8 tsp dried ground ginger

1/4 tsp dried red pepper flakes or to taste (optional)

1/2 cup + 1/2 cup + 3 cups good quality chicken stock

1 cup chopped celery (about 2 stalks)

1 cup chopped carrot (about 2 medium carrots)

1 cup chopped red bell pepper (about 1 large)

2 cups chopped crimini (small brown) or  
white button mushrooms

1 cup uncooked pearl barley, rinsed and drained

1/2 tsp sweet or hot paprika (optional)

1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley for garnish

Season the breast halves on both 
sides with the oregano and 1/4 tsp 
salt and 1/4 tsp pepper. Heat the 
2 Tbs of oil in a large (12” or big-
ger) sauté pan, chicken fryer, Dutch 
oven bottom or stove-top safe cas-
serole over medium high heat. Add 
the chicken breasts and brown on 
each side until golden brown. Work 
in batches if necessary so as not to 
crowd the pan.
Remove the chicken to a plate and 
set aside.  Add 1 Tbs of oil, heat and 
add the onions, stirring and turning 
in the oil until they are coated with 
the pan juices and separated into 
rings.  Lower the heat to medium 
and cook for about 10 minutes, stir-
ring occasionally, until onions are 
softened.  (Be sure to get all the 
browned bits from the bottom of the 
pan stirred in.)  Add 1/2 cup of stock 
as the pan begins to get dry. Raise 

heat to medium high and add garlic, 
ginger and red pepper flakes. Sauté 
for a minute, then add the next 1/2 
cup of the stock. Add the celery, car-
rot, red bell pepper and mushrooms 
and cook, stirring occasionally until 
the vegetables have begun to soften.  
Add the barley and stir well to mix.  
Add 3 cups of stock; stir well. Taste 
and add remaining salt and pepper 
as needed (commercial stocks vary 
in saltiness, and the barley will also 
absorb some saltiness).  Raise heat 
to high and bring to a boil. Reduce 
heat to low and cover with a lid or 
foil. Simmer covered for 30-35 min-
utes (barley should be getting tender 
to the bite).  Remove the lid, stir and 
then nest the chicken pieces in the 
vegetable and barley mixture, press-
ing them down so they are about 
half submerged. Pour any accumu-
lated juices from the plate on top of 

the chicken. Sprinkle the paprika on 
the chicken.  Raise the heat back to 
medium high.  Cook uncovered until 
the chicken is cooked through and 
the barley is tender but still has a 
bit of resistance in the center.  Most 
of the broth should be absorbed, but 
the mixture should have some liquid 
but not be soupy. (About 15-25 min-
utes.)  Serve in the pan or casserole 
or transfer to a platter, garnishing 
with the parsley.
Reheating Note:  If you plan on 
reheating, undercook the dish and 
leave a bit more liquid. Be sure to 
cover it when reheating in the oven 
and be prepared to add a little water 
or stock if it begins to dry out.  For 
best results, take the pot or casse-
role out of the fridge and allow it to 
come to room temperature before 
reheating.

Holiday one Pot CHiCken witH Barley   ServeS 6

Special Holiday Chicken
By Faith Kramer

With the fall holidays on weekdays this year, spending the 
whole day in the kitchen will not be possible for me.  So my 
solution for a “special” holiday meal is to make a chicken and 
barley one-pot dish with Eastern European Jewish flavors and 
lots of untended cooking time. It can also be made ahead and 
reheated.  With challah, green salad, maybe some pickles, and 
a light fruit dessert, you’ve got holiday dinner, at least at my 
house.  
Barley has a distinctive texture and can take assertive flavors.  
The chicken breast halves stay juicy, since they are not cut up 
but browned and cooked intact.  

It tastes even better made ahead.  If you start with an oven-
safe casserole dish on the stovetop, you can make it ahead, 
store it in the fridge, reheat it in the oven and serve it all in 
the same dish (see note below). If you are making this recipe 
the same day you’ll have almost an hour of hands-off cooking 
time (and only one pot to clean later).  
If you are making this for Kol Nidre dinner, you may want 
to cut down on the spice, leave out the garlic and reduce the 
salt, since many folks like to minimize those tastes before 
they fast.  
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member profile
TBa Profile: Helen and leonard Fixler
By Eve Gordon ramek

When Leonard Fixler met Helen in the freezing climate 
of Winnipeg, Manitoba in Canada, they were far from 
home. Each had lost family and survived the horrors of the 
Holocaust. But their Jewish roots remained strong and intact.
Born in Dacaovo, Czechoslovakia into a large family of elev-
en brothers and five sisters, Leonard spent his early childhood 
attending Cheder and Jewish studies. When he was 14, the 
war started. The Hungarians came in and occupied his town 
in 1939. Leonard was lucky to have escaped Budapest, while 
his mother, father, two younger brothers and one sister, were 
taken to Auschwitz. Leonard worked at many jobs until 1943 
when he was taken to a labor camp. In 1944, the Germans 
took over the camp and he was put into a forced death march 
from Hungary to Austria. 
Leonard was liberated in 1945. After those horrible years, 
Leonard went to search for his family. After finding eight 
brothers and sisters, he resettled in Czechoslovakia. Under 
Russian rule, the only choice was to escape again. Leonard 
made his way to a displaced persons’ camp in Germany. He 
then worked for the U.S. Army as a labor supervisor before 
immigrating to Canada in 1949. 
There, he met Helen, whose background was similar and 
whose experiences were as dramatic, if not more so. Born 
in Mlyow, Poland, Helen also came from a religious fam-
ily of five brothers and sisters. When the Russians occupied 
her town, Helen was able to attend school and remain with 
her family. When the Germans came, they bombed the 
town, and the family could only stay in their home for eight 
months. That year, 1942, there were terrible food shortages, 
horrible conditions and her education stopped. 
Soon, Helen’s family was sent to the ghetto for a year. Her 
brothers, Harold and Morris, were drafted into the Russian 
army. Helen, her father, mother, sister and brother escaped 
the ghetto into the woods. They lived in a makeshift bunker 
with 12 other people. Soon, some Ukrainians came along, 
surrounded them, and started shooting. They ran, but her 
mother, brother, and sister were killed in the woods. Only 13, 
Helen survived on her own, finding partisans who took her in 
and cared for her. Two weeks later, she found her father in the 
woods, alive but wounded.  She cared for his wounds with no 
medicine and no help. Later, she and her father crossed a river 
to a town where her father knew some non-Jews. A family let 
them stay in a stable. The wife gave them food and they sur-
vived by hiding in the haystacks for almost ten months, until 
the war ended. Nearly starved, exhausted and wounded, they 
made their way back to their home. The Russians had liber-
ated their city.  Soon, her two brothers came back from the 
army, but all the town’s other Jews were gone. 
The family wanted to go to Israel or the United States, but 
wound up in a DP camp in Germany where they remained 

for one year. Canadian relatives sent papers so that they 
could emigrate there. Helen and her brother lived in Canada 
and at age 19, Helen met and married Leonard in Winnipeg 
in 1950.
Once married, they had three children and remained in 
Canada until 1957. That year, they moved to Oakland and 
joined Temple Beth Abraham, beginning their long and fruit-
ful association with our synagogue. Leonard was president of 
the Men’s club for 11 years, during which he raised a great 
deal of money. From his efforts, the Men’s club provided the 
synagogue with a sound system, computers and much more.  
When Leonard turned over the gavel to the new president, he 
also gave over $40,000 to the synagogue building fund. 
Leonard also was President of the Tikva Tanu club, and sup-
ported Israel with new ambulances. Leonard still steps in and 
helps the Men’s Club when needed, and has recently taken up 
the study of computers. 
Until he retired in 1994, Leonard was in the men’s clothing 
business, while Helen became a travel agent and is still active 
with Southshore Travel in Alameda. She and Leonard travel 
all over the world as often as possible. They both enjoy learn-
ing about other cultures.
Helen also did her share of volunteer work. From the start, 
she was active in the Sisterhood, served as Torah Fund 
Chair, on the Board of Directors, and on many committees. 
She sponsored fundraisers, cooked Men’s Club dinners and 
Sisterhood lunches. She is also a Life member of Hadassah 
and attended classes at U.C. Berkeley. 
The two had three children, Marlene, Hedy, and Alan.  
Marlene and her husband Mark Brodsky live in Monte 
Sereno and had four children, Nicole, Bryan, Jason and 
Misia. Hedy and her husband Scott Huntsman live in Walnut 
Creek with their two children, Alison and Jessica.  Helen and 
Leonard’s only son Alan is deceased.  Helen and Leonard are 
very proud of their children and grandchildren.  
We are indeed fortunate to have a wonderful family like the 
Fixlers as part of our congregation. 
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JUNE 2008
General Fund
Jonathan Jacobs, in memory of Zelda Jacobs
regina Karp, Donation
leonard Katz, in memory of Kenneth Katz
lucienne levy, in memory of Haguette Dayan
Barbara & Bob Morrison, in memory of the sister of Dick mills
lori Schack, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Judy Bloomfield
adi & Curtis Schacker, in honor of the adult B’nai mitzvah class
Curtis & adi Schacker, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Talya mcLean
rey Steinberg, in memory of Celia Bloch

Leo & Helen Wasserman Educational /Cultural Fund
edith & Murry Berg, in memory of max Pincux
ethel Kapler, in memory of meyer Kaplan

Camper/Scholarship Fund 
rey Steinberg, in memory of Celia Bloch

Rabbi Mark S. Bloom Discretionary Fund
Bruce & Hedi Bromberg, Donation
Harvey & Donna Clar, in memory of irving “Sonny Boy” Clar
William & Sharon ellenberg, in memory of Hilda Braverman
Mark Fickes, in honor of the birthday of Felix Broach
Mark Fickes, in honor of the birthday of Zachary Schwartz
Mark Fickes, in honor of the birthday of Adhi Bornstein
Mark Fickes, in honor of the birthday of Barry Barnes
Mark Fickes, in honor of the bat mitzvah of Joni Bessler
Jerald & Selma Goldberg, Donation
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of rene and Sam Nathan
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Sam Nathan
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of renee Nathan
Paul rothman, in memory of renee Zuckerman
ruth Shiedlower, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Lisa Greenberg
Klaus Ullrich & S. rotzscher, Donation

Celia & Morris Davis Hunger Fund
Phil Morrison, in memory of morris and Ella may morrison

Jack & Mary Berger Education Fund
Shirley Bolton, in memory of robert Berger
Joyce & Mort Cohen, in memory of robert Berger
Ken & ann Cohn, in memory of Bob Berger
David & Julie Curson, in memory of robert Berger
Janet & George King, in memory of robert Berger
Gerald & Pauline Kinkade, in memory of robert Berger
Karen Massey, in memory of robert Berger
Tony Mills, in memory of robert Berger
Thelma & Hy ramm, in honor of manny riter
Gil & Pat raposa, in memory of robert Berger
lillian Schultz, in memory of robert Berger
Sugie & Trep Trepper, in memory of robert Berger

Kiddush Fund
Paul rothman, in memory of renee Zuckerman
Pola Silver, To the recovery of Leonard Fixler

Minyan Fund
evelyn Hertz, in memory of ida Barber Carasick

Cantor’s Discretionary Music Fund
leon Bloomfield, in memory of Coleman Bloomfield
Warren Gould, in memory of Albert Gould

Centennial Fund
David & andrea Baum, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Amy Tessler
Heidi & Josh Bersin, in memory of Seymour J. “Sy” Harris
ronald David, in honor of Judy Bloomfield becoming a bat mitzvah
eleanor DeKoven, in honor of the Pencovic’s on their 60th anniversary
eleanor DeKoven, To the recovery of marlene Fisher
epstein-ziegler Family, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Judy Bloomfield
Jan & norm Frankel, in memory of Ann Frankel
Jan & norm Frankel, in memory of irene Lasar
Jule Gordon, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of robbie Powell
John Gordon & Janis Mitchell, in honor of Bat mitzvah of Keith Heyman
Hennie Hecht, in honor of rabbi Bloom
rick Heeger & alice Hale, in memory of the mother of Denise Davis
rick Heeger & alice Hale, in memory of the mother of Flo raskin
Jan, randy, Gina, & Drew Kessler, in memory of Sy Harris

Marianne Marx, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Joni Bessler
emanuel riter, in memory of Saul riter
Curtis & adi Schacker, in honor of Talia mcLean’s Bat mitzvah
reba Schechtman, in honor of Pinky and Agnes Pencovic’s 60th  

anniversary
Pola Silver, in honor of misia Nudler’s granddaughter’s graduation
lynn & larry Weiland, in honor of the B’nai mitzvah of Joni Bessler
Madeline & neil Weinstein, in memory of Grace Gill
Madeline & neil Weinstein, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Judy 

Bloomfield
Irv & Jan Wieder, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Joni Bressler
Stuart & abby zangwill, in honor of the Bat mitzvah of Amy Tessler

Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund
Sally & Victor aelion, in honor of Agnes and Pinky Pencovic’s  

60th anniversary
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Fanny Naggar
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Herb Goodfellow
Fifi Goodfellow, in honor of Pinky and Agnes on their 60th anniversary
Jan & randy Kessler, in honor of Pinky and Agnes Pencovic’s 60th  

anniversary
Herman & agnes Pencovic, To the recovery of Leonard Fixler
Herman & agnes Pencovic, in memory of robert Berger
art & Gayle rosenberg, in honor of Agnes and Herman Pencovic’s  

60th anniversary
leonard Wolf, in honor of Herman and Agnes Pencovic’s anniversary

Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund
Jack Coulter, in memory of Cora Coulter
Jack Coulter, in memory of irving and Dorothy Dronsick
Jack Coulter, in memory of Arthur and Gertrude Yarman
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Fanny Naggar
Misia nudler, in honor of the birthday of Agnes Pencovic
Misia nudler, To the recovery of Leonard Fixler
Misia nudler, in honor of the graduation of my granddaughter,  

Alanna Borah

JULY 2008

General Fund
David & Shanny Barukh, in memory of our mother
Diane Biglovsky, in memory of Sidney Biglovsky
Diane Biglovsky, in memory of Nina Gutman
Ken & ann Cohn, Donation
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Victoria Naggar
Milt Greenstein, Donation
nathan Jacobs, in memory of Blanche Olden
Judith Krongold, in honor of the Bar mitzvah of manny riter
ely & Shirley langfield, in honor of the anniversary of marshall and  

Lynn Langfield
Kenneth & Sharon levien, in honor of Eva and Aaron Paul’s 50th  

anniversary
eve & alan rosenfeld, in honor of the anniversary of Lynn and  

marshall Langfeld
annie Schwartz-Strom, in memory of Alvin Strom

Leo & Helen Wasserman Educational / Cultural Fund
Misia nudler, Donation
Sid & ethel Shaffer, in honor of Edith and murray Berg’s 65th anniversary
Gertrude Veiss, in honor of Edith and murray Berg’s 65th anniversary

Rabbi Mark S. Bloom Discretionary Fund
Warren Gould, in honor of Jeff Burack
Sharyn Klein, in memory of Sadie Klein
Misia nudler, Donation
Mary rouben, in memory of Samuel rouben

Herb and Ellen Goldstein Memorial Scholarship Fund
Misia nudler, Donation

Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship Fund
Misia nudler, Donation

Jack & Mary Berger Education Fund
richard & Joan Berryman, in memory of robert Berger
William & Carol riesewitz, in memory of robert Berger
robert Steres, in memory of robert Berger
louise Stroll & Marc Monheimer, in memory of robert Berger

Continued on following page
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SelICHOT
Saturday, September 20

8:30 P.m. in the Social Hall
11:00 P.m. in the Sanctuary 

rOSH HaSHanaH
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service  

monday, September 29 at 7:45 P.m.
First Day Service  

Tuesday, September 30 at 9:00 A.m.
Family Service for young children 9:30 A.m.  

in the Social Hall
Youth Service 9:30 A.m. in the Chapel

Tashlich Service
Tuesday, September 30 5:15 P.m. 

Dimond Park with Beth Jacob and Sinai

SeCOnD DaY SerVICe
Wednesday, October 1 at 9:00 A.m.

Youth Service 11:00 A.m. in the Chapel

SHaBBaT SHUVaH
Ma’ariv  

Friday, October 3 at 6:15 P.m.  
Morning Service  

Saturday, October 4 at 9:30 A.m.

YOM KIPPUr
Kol Nidre  

Wednesday, October 8 at 6:20 P.m.
Morning Service 

Thursday, October 9 at 9:00 A.m.
Family Service for young children 9:30 A.m.  

in the Social Hall
Youth Service 9:30 A.m. in the Chapel

Yizkor Service 10:45 A.M.
Study Session 1:30 P.M.

Martyrology Service and Mincha 4:30 P.M.
Neilah 6:15 P.M.

SUKKOT
First Day Service  

Tuesday, October 14 at 9:00 A.m.

SHeMInI aTzereT
Shemini Atzeret Yizkor  

Tuesday, October 21 at 9:00 A.m.

SIMCHaT TOraH
Erev Simchat Torah Family Service  

Tuesday, October 21 at 6:15 P.m.
Service to be followed by music and dancing

Simchat Torah 
Wednesday, October 22 at 9:00 A.m.

high holy days service schedule 2008/5769

High Holy Day Childcare reminders
Registration for High Holy Day Childcare closed as of 
August 25th.  We cannot guarantee that there will be 
drop-in space available.  Fees for DROP-IN childcare, per 
child, where available, are as follows:

Erev Rosh Hashanah $30
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 $40
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 $40
Kol Nidre $40
Yom Kippur $40
Yom Kippur Mincha/Neilah $30 

Remember to pack a dairy or vegetarian lunch for your 
child for each session, including Yom Kippur.  If your 
child is not enrolled in child care, be sure to pick him/
her up from youth services promptly, as there will be no 
supervision other than our formal childcare program. 
Youth services start at 9:30 A.M. and should be over by 
11:15-11:30 A.M.  Family services will end at around 
10:00 A.M.  If your child is registered for childcare, please 
take your child with you to sign in.

Questions: Contact Susan Simon at susan@tbaoakland.org.

Kiddush Fund
Misia nudler, Donation

Minyan Fund
al Bunin, in memory of Sarah Bunin
Mark liss & Bonnie Burt, in memory of Ethel Liss
Misia nudler, Donation
Pola Silver, To the recovery of Jack Jeger

Cantor’s Discretionary Music Fund
Barbara Singerman-Weill & Maurice Weill, in memory of Helen Singerman

Centennial Fund
Sally & Victor aelion, in memory of Elias Aelion
ruth Kline, in honor of the 60th anniversary of Pinky and Agnes Pencovic
ruth Kline, in honor of the 65th anniversary of Edith and murry Berg
Misia nudler, Donation
Misia nudler, Donation
reba Schechtman, in honor of  Jessie Kasdan’s 95th birthday
The Sosbee Family, in honor of the anniversary of Herman and Agnes Pencovic
alisa Steckel, Donation

Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund
David & agelina levy, Donation
adele Mendelsohn & Irwin Keinon, in honor of Agnes and Pinky on their 

60th anniversary
adele Mendelsohn & Irwin Keinon, To the recovery of Diane Fass
Ilya Okh, in memory of maria Gelfond
Herman & agnes Pencovic, in honor of Edith and murry Berg on their  

65th anniversary
Herman & agnes Pencovic, in honor of Jessie Kasdan’s 95th birthday

Mollie Hertz Interfaith & Outreach Fund
Misia nudler, Donation

Sam Silver Playground Fund
Wendy Siver, in honor of Talia mcLean

Yom Ha Shoah Fund
Misia nudler, Donation

Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of marie marcus
Misia nudler, Donation

Continued from page 19
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life cycles

Joe Pollock – September 13
Hi, my name is Joe Pollock, and my Hebrew name is Itzhak Carmiel. I am going into the 
eighth grade at Piedmont Middle School. About my upcoming Bar Mitzvah, it is going to be 
the best service you have ever been to. My Torah portion is about the rules that people in the 
Jewish community have to follow.  I am going to say that rules are part of a community and 
keep the community in line. Becoming a Bar Mitzvah means to me that I will be an active 
member in the Jewish community. I could not have done this without my tutor Outi Gould. 
I like the social interaction with my Jewish buddies and having free thought to ask questions 
about Judaism.  I also really like gefilte fish. I like to spend my time watching TV and breath-
ing. I like the band Weezer and I play the guitar.  My favorite sport is foosball. 

Gregory Korn – September 6
My name is Gregory Korn, and my Hebrew name is Gurion Raziel.  I am an 8th grader 
at Redwood Day School, where many of the kids in my class have already had their B’nai 
Mitzvah.  In my parasha, Shoftim, there is much talk about justice and judgment.  That 
really speaks to me, because I play baseball, and there is a lot of justice and judgment in the 
game.
To me, becoming a B’nai Mitzvah means more than anything in my Jewish heritage.  After 
so many of my family members became B’nai Mitzvah, including my sister Sara three years 
ago (who did an amazing job), I feel like the last piece of the puzzle.  After all the years 
I went to the Gan and Bet Sefer, from finger painting to trope, and from playing on the 
swings to services in the main sanctuary, I’ve always been waiting for this day.  
My hobbies are mainly sports-oriented, but of all sports, baseball is always on top.  I’m a 
huge A’s fan, and I guarantee a win in the World Series sometime in the future.  In school, 
my favorite class is recess, and then P.E., because I’m a natural athlete.   I love hanging out 
with my friends, and I play baseball on weekends.  I have a dog named Maxie who I love to 
play with and run around with.  
Every summer since 2005, I’ve been going to Camp Ramah.  It’s a great Jewish experience with 
fun mixed in.  My favorite part of camp is the color war called Maccabiah.  Although I have 
not placed first, we still have fun in the events like swimming, basketball, relay races and a lot 
more.  Next year, I will be wearing my tallit and tefillin there.  
In the future, when my children become B’nai Mitzvah, I will be remembering the day that I 
was.  When I grow up, I want to be a baseball player, or do something in baseball.  
I want to thank all my friends, my parents for supporting me, my sister for being there when 
I stumble on my pronunciation, everyone in my family for moral support, and especially Outi 
Gould for her wonderful tutoring.  Join me on September 6.

B
’n

ai
 M

it
zv

ot

Benjamin lehman – September 20
My name is Ben Lehman (Binyamin Yitzak) and I am very excited about becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah at TBA.  Being a Jew is very important to me, but if you have seen me in shul you have 
probably figured that out already.  I joined TBA when I was 4 years old and I began going to 
Gan Avraham. The Gan introduced me to Jewish life, and I Iiked it so much that I wanted to  
continue Jewish learning and went to Oakland Hebrew Day School (OHDS).  At OHDS, I get 
to learn both general studies and Judaic studies.  I especially enjoy learning Hebrew, studying 
Jewish texts (like Gemarra and Tanakh) and traditions but mostly just being part of a Jewish 
school.  Math and science are my favorite classes in the general studies curriculum.  I have 
many close friends in my class and am pleased that many of them from Beth Jacob will be join-
ing us for my Bar Mitzvah. In my free time, I like to play soccer and baseball, but my favorite 
sport is basketball.  I have played in the University Village basketball league for over 5 years, 
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Jared laMar – September 27
My name is Jared LaMar and I am going into 8th grade at Redwood Day School.  I live with 
my parents, my younger sister Melanie, and my dog named Dogan.  My parashat is Nitzavim, 
which means “we are standing,” and comes from the book of Deuteronomy.  My Torah Portion 
is about Moses concluding the covenant with the Israelites. It also puts a lot of emphasis on 
promising something for a future generation.
Some things I like to do for fun include many sports, such as baseball, soccer, football, and 
karate.  I have a black belt in karate and am now working on my second degree black belt. I 
also like to read books and magazines, listen to rock music, and follow Major League Baseball, 
specifically my favorite team, the A’s.
To me, becoming a Bar Mitzvah signifies accepting the covenant and following the Mitzvot in 
the Torah, which is one of the topics that I discuss in my drash.  I also think that it means that 
I am now holding a lot more responsibility for my actions.
I’d like to thank my parents for supporting me throughout this process; my tutor, Outi Gould, 
for helping me learn prayers, Torah and Haftarah; Rabbi Bloom, for helping me with my inter-
pretation; and all my friends and family for their support.  I couldn’t have made this happen 
without them.

where my mom is my coach.  I also like to act, play piano and sing. My other passions include 
bird watching, geography, cars, Japanese comics and environmentalism.  I am very concerned 
about the health of our planet and believe it is very important for all of us to live “greener” 
lives.  Consequently, rather than give me a Bar Mitzvah gift, I have asked some of my guests 
to make a contribution to the Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, or an organization 
which I will talk about later.  In my home, I am the officially designated CEO (for “Chief 
Environmental Officer”) and am always looking for ways for us to decrease our impact on 
the environment.  
I chose to focus my Bar Mitzvah project by helping an organization that aided me while I 
was going through a hard time in my life.  Behavioral Intervention Associates (BIA) is an 
organization that helps kids in the autism spectrum with social and other issues. Last spring, 
I volunteered as a counselor for children in their afterschool program. It felt really good to 
help kids like me. I am also donating some of my Bar Mitzvah gifts to BIA to help them 
obtain new toys and equipment for their new afterschool and pre-school programs.  
My Torah portion is Ki Tavo, from Deuteronomy. Ki Tavo focuses on first fruits (bikurim), 
crossing the Jordan, and Moshe’s description of the curses and blessings that will befall b’nei 
Israel when they do or don’t follow the mitzvot. Some of the themes I will be talking about 
are why the curses are so harsh and so many more than the blessings. Why use the tactic of 
fear to instill faith and does this still work today and for everyone? The other theme that I 
will be talking about is how curses in our lives can sometimes be turned into blessings.    
Talking about blessings… I have lived in the same house – in Montclair – since I was born, 
with my mom (Lisa), dad (Chris) and brother (David).   I am also very lucky to have all four 
of my grandparents alive and healthy and living very nearby or close enough to see quite often, 
and also to have many cousins and aunts and uncles that I get to see a lot.  I also have a great 
grandmother who is alive and well at 103 years old!! I am also blessed to have Outi Gould (as 
my Bar Mitzvah tutor), my teachers at OHDS, Rabbi Bloom and everyone at TBA helping to 
prepare me for my Bar Mitzvah. I look forward to welcoming my family and to seeing all of 
you at my Bar Mitzvah.  
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1
Robert Davis

C. Andrew Frank 
Emily Harris

2
Dan Abrami

Caroline Frierman 
Henry Ross

Samuel Stone
Arlene Zuckerberg

3
Diane Abt

Steve Chabon 
Seymour Kessler 

Jared LaMar

4
Leo Grossman

Jolie Hagey

5
Deena Aerenson

6
Alexa Baum

Rabbi Mark Bloom 
Tamira Elul 

Francie Kursh 
Benjamin Odenheimer

Myles Plumhoff
Greg Sterling

7
Cheryl Silver

8
Marlee Beranbon
Stella Beranbon

Justine Jacob 
Joy Jacobs 

Lauren Kaplan 
Allyson Kauffman 

Kenneth Shea Dinkin 
Samantha Star

9
Seth Kramer
Elane Rehr 

Zevan Shuster
Andy Wasserman

10
Noam Birnbaum 

Rachel Brott 
Noah Lindenbaum

11
Rebeccah Prastein

12
Braudy Bersin
Shirley Bolton 

Aidan Sky Dufaux
Joan Jacobs 

Ethan Sheanin

13
Jennie Chabon 
George King 

Marcia Wasserman

14
Jonah Bloom
Galvin Fickes

Zachary Fickes
Lola Kahane 
Regina Okh 

Shoshana Rosenthal
Roni Schacker

Arthur Warmoth

15
Sam Baum

Eliana Rosenthal

16
Josh Berl

Shana Kirsch
Elli Moss

17
Adam Chalem-Wallach

Benjamin Friedman
Elanna Kunis

18
Howard Davis 

Milo Davis
Hunter Disco

Elena Goldberg
Benjamin Jaffe

19
Dr. Lisa Kharrazi 
Kobi Menahemy 
Rebecca Skiles

21
Sharon Jacobs
Gina Kessler

22
Arlene Davis 

Stephanie Leslie Kane 
Theo Jesse Kleinmann

Michael Patten 
Dr. John Rego 

Eric Van Deventer
Irene Weinberg

23
Gabriel Stamper-Kurn

25
Adam Liss

Renee Sellers 
Michael Zatkin

26
Margalit Frank
Ethel Shaffer 
John Turman

27
Joel Freid 

Brooke Stan Laurie

28
Staci Shub

30
Irene Brauer
Drew Kessler
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The Sterling Family is: Jessica, Greg, Zoe, (9), Emma (3). Greg is a recovering 
lawyer who now writes about Internet advertising. Zoe, is going into fourth 
grade at Thornhill Elementary, and starting Bet Sefer in the fall. Her younger 
sister Emma is a purple fairy princess who carries a wand and has an opinion 
about everything. Emma will be entering Gan Kitah Bet in the fall. In addition 
to being the mother of these lovely children, Jessica is a free-lance designer and 
production artist. She is also the layout editor of the Omer.

The Johnson Family
Mala was born in Oakland and grew up in San Jose.  Jim grew up 
in southern California and has lived in Oakland (Montclair) for 
almost 20 years.  Mala is a legacy to TBA.  Her Grandfather worked 
at TBA and her parents (Phil Bluer and Diane Baer) were married 
at TBA in March 1961.  Jim and Mala both love to travel and have 
a hard time finding places to go that neither one has been.  Jim 
spent a year living in Israel as well as a year in Germany.  Mala lived 
in England for a year and has traveled throughout South America 
and Southeast Asia.  Their two young daughters keep them busy.  
Rebecca (3) is going to start Kitah Bet at Gan Avraham this fall, while Julia (1) is working on her speaking and walking 
skills at TBA’s Kindergym. We’re looking forward to meeting more of you and becoming part of the TBA community!

September Birthdays

Steve and Jennie Chabon had a baby boy on Saturday, July 19.

Noam and Avrille Bimbaum had twins, a boy and a girl, on monday, July 28.Mazel Tov
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life cycles

aV 29-elUl 5
August 30-September 5
Bessie Gerber
Sylvia Heyman
Sylvia Davis
max Kushman
Fannie Kessler
renee Berman
Zachary Alexander  

  Kalamas 
matilda Kramer
Charles Levine
Louis m. Brodovsky
Sarah Goldstein
Bill Hale
mollie Kessler
Bertha Sutz
Lena Atovich
Joseph Dienstag
rose Jaffe
Edward Kushner
Cecil meltz
Sol Quittman
Fannie Schiffman
Barbara riter
Jacob Seltzer
Philip Bierman
Peter DeVorin
Leah Friedman
Ernest rosenthal
Sam Silver

elUl 6-12
September 6-12
Ann Brodke Camas
Samuel Kestenblatt
Haim rom
irving isaac Schoen
Celia Davis
David Davis
Sylvia Davis
Elizabeth Glasser
Albert Jacobs
Barry Stephen Kramer
Abraham, Schaefer
Phillip Davis
Helen Bachman 
Kenneth Brasch
Arthur Casson
Bette Phillips
Girsha Uretski
Etta Bacharach
Joseph Laub
Carol Bonar
Joy Kauffman
Erna Landsberger
Abraham Davis
Yehudit Eliahu
rachel Gordon
Gowher Saidan

elUl 13-19
September 13-19
Keva Atovich
milton Berman
Herman Budman
Joel Oseroff
Harry Goldstein
Harry Hershberg
marcia Jacobs
rita manson
mila rokhlin Gurevitch
max Sherman
Louis Bernstein
Sarah meltz
David r. miller
mary Chipkin 

Schussheim
Abraham Shapiro
Lucy Volinsky
Joseph Weiner
Lillain West
Ethel Gluck
mel Lazar
mildred Lenik
Louis Zucker
rosa Freimark
Harry Hertz
Sam Kahane
Lionel Barnett Kurtz
Eve Levis
Harold rubel

Samuel Wachsman
morry Freidkin
Jean Galant
Judel Gold
mollie Hertz
Boris Katz
Sarah Sheidlower
Hyman Wolf

elUl 20-26
September 20-26
minnie Brodovsky
Harold Persin
Louis Arnold
mary Glick
Gladys Hyman
James H. Fogelson
mayer Goldberg
Zelda Klein 
Joseph Landes
moshe marcus
michael G. melvin
mundl Litvak Okh
Henry reingold
Adolph rose
Nella Schlesinger
Cocia Shikevich
Albert Bercovich
Harry Lipka
rose Nankin
Alexander rosenberg

Adolph Berkovitz
Davidson Nathan
minnie Wasserman
Nessim Cowan
isaac Naggar
Doris Sutnick
Samuel Zatkin
Abraham N. Schneider

elUl 27-TISHreI 4
September 27-October 3
rabbi rachlin Baer
Abraham Elkin
Ben Horowitz
Lillian Simon Jacober
Joseph markovitz
Abraham Breslov
Donna Erlen
merle Goldstone
Helen Katzburg
Kimberly Beth Orlin
Henry rosenberg
Benjamin Wolf
William Kestenblatt
Gertrude Kreimerman
regina Lazar
Samuel Leson
Bertha rothman

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

memorial Plaque
Due to construction of TBA’s new 
elevator, one of our Yizkor Boards 
has been moved.  To find the new 
location of a plaque that has been 

moved, contact Pinky in the  
TBA office at ext. 28.

Anyone wishing to purchase 
a memorial plaque, please 

contact Pinky.

September Yahrzeits

recent Deaths in 
Our Community

Lee Aerenson, Father of  
Deena Aerenson
Robert Berger, Husband of 
Modena Berger 
Shelley Rotman, Sister of  
Barry Rotman

We would like to express our 
appreciation and thank all the 
members of the TBA community 
who have shared thoughts and 
condolences on learning of Steve’s 
death, and supported us in so 
many ways. Your caring contin-
ues to be of great comfort to us.
Ellen, Mark and Sian Beilock
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east Bay express  

readers Choice award:

TBa is Best Place  

to Worship
2008

eaST BaY eXPreSS: BeST PlaCe TO WOrSHIP
“For conservative or reform Jews seeking a vibrant, family-friendly 
community, we can think of no better place than TBA, as members 
lovingly call it, especially for those who prefer a modern outlook on 
Judaism's ancient tenants. Last year, TBA celebrated its 100th anni-
versary in the East Bay. And it remains an intergenerational hotspot 
for community-building, repairing the world, doing good deeds, and 
practicing other old-school Jewish values — not just in prayer books 
— but in real life. Congregants may get a call from the rabbi him-
self, asking them to form a “havurah” of Jewish friends to meet a few 
times a year, nosh on bagels, and get to know each other. At holiday 
time, anyone without a place to eat is hooked up with a family that 
has room at its table. And if a congregant gets sick, there's a group of 
volunteers who drive the patients to doctors appointments, pick up 
their friends from the airport, and prepare home-cooked meals for 
their families.”
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