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General InFOrMaTIOn

All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless otherwise noted.

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave. 
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Hours M-Th: 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
Fr: 9:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M.

Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930

e-Mail admin@tbaoakland.org
Gan avraham 763-7528

Bet Sefer 663-1683

STaFF

rabbi (ext. 13) Mark Bloom
Cantor (ext. 18) Richard Kaplan

Gabai David Galant
executive Director (ext. 14) Art Rosenberg
Office Coordinator (ext. 10) Aliza Schechter

Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon
Gan avraham Director Wendy Siver

Bookkeeper (ext. 15) Christine Tripod 
Custodians (ext. 11) Joe Lewis, Dennis Moore

Kindergym/Toddler Program Dawn Margolin 547-7726
Volunteers (ext. 29) Herman & Agnes Pencovic

OFFICerS

President  Rick Heeger 336-3044
Vice President Stacy Margolin 482-3153 
Vice President Jerry Levine 336-0565
Vice President Curt Schacker 985-1646 
Vice President Stephen Shub 339-3614 

Secretary  Laura Wildmann 601-9571
Treasurer  Marshall Langfeld 769-6970

COMMITTeeS & OrGanIzaTIOnS

If you would like to contact the committee chairs,  
please contact the synagogue office for phone numbers  
and e-mail addresses.

adult education Women of TBA (Open)
Bet Sefer Parents Miriam Green

Bet Sefer Subcommittee Barbara Gross
Centennial Fund raising Paul & Flo Raskin and 

Alan & Cheryl Silver
Centennial Steering Committee Sandy Margolin

Chesed Warren Gould
Development Laura Wildmann 

Dues evaluation Marshall Langfeld
endowment Fund Herman Pencovic

Finance Marshall Langfeld
Gan avraham Parents Andrea Futter and 

Jo Ilfeld
Gan avraham Subcommittee Samantha Spielman

House Stephen Shub
Israel affairs David Marinoff
Membership Stacy Margolin and 

Jill Rosenthal
Men’s Club Eric Friedman

Publicity & Promotion Sally Ann Berk
ritual Sally Ann Berk

Schools Stacy Margolin 
Social action Bryan Schwartz

Torah Fund Anne Levine
Tree of life Open

Web Site Outi Gould
Women of TBa Open

Youth Steve Fankuchen

directory

Services Schedule
Services Location Time

Monday & Thursday 
   Morning Minyan Chapel 8:00 A.M.
Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) Chapel 6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Morning Sanctuary 9:30 A.M.

Candle Lighting (Friday)
November 7 4:46 P.M.
November 14 4:40 P.M.
November 21 4:36 P.M.
November 28 4:33 P.M.
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November 8 Lekh Le’kha
November 15 Vayera
November 22 Chayyei Sarah
November 29 Toldot
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Saturday, november 1, 15
Shabbat Mishpacha 
10:15 A.M. Gan Kitah Gimmel
Shabbat Mishpacha is TBA’s parent-led, child-oriented 
Shabbat morning service.  All families with children ages  
six and under are welcome.

Saturday, november 1
T’fillat Yeladim 
10:15 A.M. Chapel
Kindergarten through 2nd grade children and their parents 
are invited to attend our newest parent-led service.  Parents 
and children pray, play, and participate together in this  
child-friendly service.

Friday, november 7
Rock ‘n Roll Shabbat 
6:15 P.M. Sanctuary
Join us for an evening of music and davening, followed by 
dinner in the social hall. Adults - $12, Kids (6-up) - $6, 
RSVP to the office for dinner reservations, 832-0936.

Sunday, november 9
Women on The Move Hike 
9:45 A.M. Graham Trail-Redwood Park
Join the Sisterhood the second Sunday of each month as 
we hike/walk for an hour and a half. We rendezvous in the 
Training Center parking lot, near Skyline and Joaquin Miller, 
at 9:45 A.M., and depart promptly at 10:00. Join us for fresh 
air and fun! No need to rsvp; just show up! Contact Judith 
Klinger at kcurls@sbcglobal.net or 482-1609 with any  
questions.

Sunday, november 9
A Taste of Chocolate 
1:00 P.M. Social Hall
Chocalatier and WTBA member Anya Wayne of Bellatrix 
Chocolates will  be treating us to a chocolatetasting to delight 
the body, mind, and spirit. WTBA members - free, non-
members - $18, or join at the event. RSVP to Anne Levine at 
annelevine@earthlink.net or 336-0565. Childcare available. 

Thursday, november 13
The Men’s Club Final 2008 YLD/TBA  
Texas Hold’em Fundraiser Tournament 
7:00 P.M. Social Hall 
Men and women, members and non-members are all 
invited to come and play! Men’s Club Members: $50, Non-
Members: $60 - Price includes food and beverages. Guests, 
beginners, amateurs, and seasoned pros are welcome.

Saturday, november 15
Junior Congregation 
10:15 A.M. Chapel
For 3rd-6th graders and their families. Junior Congregation 
is the place to be. Hang with your friends, learn new prayers, 
get some yummy challah, and hear wonderful Torah tales.  
Don’t oversleep.  Come to synagogue and join us!

Monday, november 17
People of the Book Club 
7:30 P.M. Home of Joel and Leah Goldberg
Join the men and women of our book club to discuss  
A Pigeon and A Boy by Meir Shalev. For directions, RSVP  
to Karen Bloom at blooms21@hotmail.com.

Saturday, november 29
Raza de Shabbat 
9:00 A.M. Social Hall
Join Cantor Richard Kaplan as he leads on a mystical  
journey, davening Tefillot (prayers), Tehillim (psalms), and 
Zemirot (songs) of the Sabbath liturgy, using nuschoat  
(musical meditations without words) of Jewish communities 
from around the world.

 
If you are organizing a TBA event and would like to  
have it listed in the Omer, please submit your information  
to Omer@TBAOakland.org at least six weeks before the  
scheduled event. 

what’s happening in november at tba



2

from the rabbi

Why Moveable Seats?

My favorite part of our new campus has not even been utilized yet, but it has 

the power to fundamentally change the way we pray as a community.  

By now you have seen the beautifully decorated new sanctuary and likely 

noticed that in the first seven rows, the fixed seating has been replaced by 

matching moveable chairs.  It’s possible that you may not have noticed, since, 

at this point, the chairs are linked together and almost look like they are fixed 

that way.  They will remain in this configuration for the High Holy Days, 

B’nai Mitzvah, and other large gatherings in the sanctuary.

However, on a “regular” Shabbat, at times when we are expecting less than 

130 people, they will be configured in something more akin to a U shape.  We 

will put a table in the middle, and conduct the services from the floor rather 

than the bima.  This will create a much more intimate environment for prayer.  

For Cantor Kaplan and me, it will feel much more like we are praying “with” 

you rather than “for” you.  We will be able to hear one another’s voices in 

song together.  Worshipers will be able to look at one another as we pray with 

our hearts.  In general, it will create a communal rather than a performance-

like feel, something I have dreamed of for years.

Of course, the flexibility of having these new chairs be moveable means we 

can shift back and forth, change things around, and experiment with other 

configurations.  With a congregation as diverse as ours, this will enable us to 

reach the hearts and souls of our entire community.

I wish to extend my personal thanks especially to the family of Murray and 

Virginia Davis as well as all of you who contributed so significantly to the 

Centennial Project to turn this dream into a reality.

 
L’shalom, 

Rabbi Mark Bloom

We would like to thank 

Joan Solomon and her family 
for her many years of generosity to the Temple Beth Abraham community. The Sam and Blanche 

Neuman Fund, which for years supported scholarships to Israel, has been converted to the 
Centennial Project in order to support the beautiful landscaping around the front entrance.  

Thank you again for your years of support!
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president’s message
Thank You, In advance
By Rick Heeger

As part of the leadership of Temple Beth 
Abraham I ask for a lot things. I also ask others 
to ask for things. We ask with expectations of 
positive results but certainly no guarantee. Just 
hope. In fact, over the ten days starting with 
Rosh Hashanah and ending with Yom Kippur 
we asked you to step up your participation on 
social action programs and we’ve asked you 
to give money to erase the debt we accrued in 
Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the Centennial Project, 
provide more space for our Hebrew School and 
support the Endowment and General Funds that 
help run the synagogue and ensure its financial 
health. That’s a lot of asking. Now it’s time to 
say thank you. As I write this, you’ve barely had 
time to digest all you have been asked to do. So 
I will thank you in advance for your generosity 
of time, money and commitment.
Thank you for your commitment to support 
social action programs with the shul. I just 
returned from a training session led by the 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy where we learned 
skills and tactics for helping K-3 students to 
read. Of the ten volunteers at the training, 
seven were from Temple Beth Abraham. Thank 
you in advance for devoting your valuable time 
to a great cause. To every individual and fam-
ily that will spend a few hours protecting our 
environment and preserving the beauty of the 
Martin Luther King Regional Shoreline at the 
next Wetlands Restoration Day, thank you. Your 
impact goes well beyond the immediate affects 
of the work of the day. You are teaching your 
children about tikkun olam and the importance 
of individual and team effort.
Thank you for bringing food for the food drive 
and warm coats and blankets for that drive. 
Thank you for buying turkeys for the Turkey 
Drive and for wielding a hammer or paint brush 
for Sukkot in April. And thank you, in advance, 
for your great ideas for other programs that will 
help create a culture of social action at TBA.
On Yom Kippur Joel Piser painted a compelling 
picture of why we should give to the General 
and Endowment Funds. (When you look in the 
dictionary for the word mensch there should be 
a picture of Joel.) The General Fund is pretty 
self-explanatory – it is the fund that supports 
the general operating budget of the shul. It pays 

the salaries of our staff and keeps the lights on. 
It pays for Shabbat bulletins to be copied and 
for our telephone service. You get the point. It 
is primarily supported by membership dues but 
that does not cover the nut. We rely upon dona-
tions during the High Holy Day Appeal and our 
fundraising events to make up the difference. 
Thank you for your generous contributions to 
the General Fund.
The Endowment Fund is our financial founda-
tion. It is more than a rainy day fund – it is the 
very heart of our fiscal circulatory system. Under 
the steady stewardship of the Board of Trustees 
it grows stronger every day. When we need the 
fund, it is there. The Centennial Campaign 
received a donation of $500,000 from the 
Endowment in the early days of fundraising. It 
allowed us to make great improvements to the 
shul. Thank you in advance for your support of 
this fund. Your generosity will ensure the finan-
cial stability of TBA for the generations that 
come after us.
Some of you have been asked more than once 
and some of you have never been asked to 
donate to the Centennial Project. As you may 
have heard me say on Rosh Hashanah, we need 
to raise money to cover existing Centennial 
obligations from Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the 
project. We need your help to retire this debt. 
Thank you in advance for your continued (and 
new) generosity towards his project. And here’s 
some really great news: I’m happy to announce 
an exciting donation we received for the creation 
of crucially needed new classroom space for the 
Hebrew School.  A very generous family will 
donate up to $250,000 as a one to one match-
ing grant. Their money will be directed towards 
creating new classroom space and every dol-
lar we raise to match it will go towards erasing 
the debt.  We have until the end of the year – 
12/31/08 – to raise the matching amount.  
As we raise money to ease the debt, we’ll be  
raising money for the school.  So, thank you SO 
much for responding generously to a Centennial 
Fundraiser when you are called.
Thank you, thank you, thank you in advance 
for all that you will do to create a better world 
inside and outside of our Temple Beth Abraham 
community.  I really don’t get tired of saying 
thank you.  Gratefully the TBA community  
provides ample opportunity.
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editor’s message

the

OMER
We cheerfully accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the first of the month preceding publication. 

editor in Chief Lori Rosenthal
Managing editor & 
Traffic Coordinator

Shira Weisbach

layout & Design Stephen Shub and 
Jessica Sterling

Calendars Jon Golding
B’nai Mitzvah editor Susan Simon

Midrasha editor Open
Cover David Avidor

upcoming 
theme:

December
Miracles in Everyday Life

Copy editors Nadine Joseph, Richard Kauffman, Anne Levine,  
Jan Silverman, Debbie Spangler, James Wakeman

Proofreaders June Brott, Richard Kauffman, Outi Gould, Jeanne Korn, 
Stephen Shub, Susan Simon, Debbie Spangler,  
Shira Weisbach

Distribution Herman Pencovic, Pola Silver, Gertrude Veiss 
Help From People like you!

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610
e-Mail omer@tbaoakland.org

You Ought to Be in Pictures
By Lori Rosenthal

A few months back, I received a phone call from 
a Temple Sinai member and independent local 
scholar named Fred Isaac.  Fred is currently 
working on a book about Jewish History in the 
East Bay, and actively looking for old photos 
that help tell that story.  The TBA office referred 
him to me.  
Fred and I met and spoke at length about his 
project. He shared many of the stories he has 
collected and described some of the many pho-
tos he has uncovered. I showed him the June 
2007 Omer that focused on our Centennial 
milestone, as well as the May 2007 Synaplex 
booklet that featured old photos, many of which 
he wants to use.  I also shared with him some 
tales from the TBA annals.
I think his project is an interesting one. 
The publisher of this book will be Arcadia 
Publishing, best known for its popular Images 
in America series, which chronicles the history 
of American communities.  Each title celebrates 
a town or region, bringing to life the people, 
places and events that define that community.  
The catch?  Each story is told primarily through 
black and white photographs.  In 2006, Arcadia 
published this sort of book about the San 
Francisco Jewish community, entitled Jewish San 
Francisco.  The book that Fred is currently col-
lecting information for will chronicle our East 
Bay Jewish community, with a strong emphasis 

on Oakland and Berkeley.  Imagine the challenge 
of narrating our 100-plus years of local Jewish 
history in just over one hundred pages – most of 
them filled with photos. This is certainly a chal-
lenging undertaking.
I have already given Fred photos of Abraham 
Bercovich and the Bercovich clan, many of our 
religious leaders including Rabbi Bloom and 
Cantor Kaplan, old sanctuary shots, kitchen 
shots, and a lovely picture taken in 1930 of a 
packed TBA sanctuary showing men and women 
all dressed up and sitting together in fashions of 
the time.  That photo gives a strong taste of East 
Bay life fifty years ago.  Yet, I’m sure there are 
more great photos out there.
If any of you Omer readers have old photos 
that you think would help to tell the story of 
the history of the East Bay Jewish community, 
I invite you to contact Fred Isaac.  His email is 
fredisaac@aol.com.  If you’ve got vintage photos 
he hasn’t yet seen, I’m sure he’ll be glad to hear 
from you.

Remember to check  
the TBA website,  

mid-month mailings  
and email updates  
for information  

about late-breaking  
TBA events and 

activities.

www.tbaoakland.org
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women of tba
Women of TBa - a Personal reflection 
By Alice Hale

At this time of year, as we think of our lives and what we are 
grateful for, we probably focus on the big things - our health, 
our families, having a roof over our head, etc.
In thinking about TBA and my involvement in the Women 
of TBA (or the Sisterhood as it is also known), I am grate-
ful for many big things – moments of celebration we have 
shared, our contributions to the schools, and many great 
events.
But right now I want to focus on some of the little things – 
a laugh shared, commiseration over a challenge at home, a 
chance to catch up with a friend I haven’t seen in months. 
Those little moments can get me through a rough day, or 
even a rough week, and they are the reason I find myself 
signing on to the Sisterhood board each year. So I want to 
thank all the smart, funny, kind women with whom I serve 
on the WTBA board for those moments, and I want Anne, 
Flo, Mary, Beth, Lori, Maya, Judith and Jeanne to know I 
am grateful to have them as friends.
At a recent Women of TBA board meeting, we were talking 
(as we often do) about the role we’d like our organization 
to play in the community. We talked about what we enjoy 
about the group, and several of us mentioned these kinds 
of moments – opportunities to connect with other women 
who have gone through the same challenges of being a wife, 
mother, and working woman. We decided that one of the 
goals for WTBA is to give women in our community a 
chance to make these connections.
So, the next time you think about whether or not to come 
to a WTBA event, whether it’s focused on Torah Study like 

our Sukkot event, or a fun social gathering like Chick Flicks, 
think of those extra little moments you might experience. Of 
course, we offer great speakers and fun events, but we also 
offer a chance to just get to know each other better. And we 
all have so much to offer. From the mundane to the monu-
mental, from where to shop for a special outfit to where to 
start when your child has learning difficulties, it’s nice to 
know that there is a community of women right here who 
have been there, and who have wisdom to share. 
Of course, I can’t conclude without giving some formal thank 
yous as well, to all these wonderful people who have worked 
so hard on many of these programs:
Anya Wayne, for her delicious donation to Chick Flicks, and  
for her wonderful Taste of Chocolate membership event; 
Jessica Sterling, for designing our cool postcard/brochure;  
Judy Bloomfield, for coordinating Tfillat Yeladim; Mark 
Fickes, for coordinating Shabbat Mishpacha; Mary 
Odenheimer and Eve Gordon Ramek, for helping feed Gan 
parents and teachers at the back-to-school workday; Bonnie 
Burt, who pinch-hit for Pola Silver at Reutlingers; Karen 
Bloom, for facilitating our Elul Rosh Chodesh study session; 
Alicia von Kugelgen, for coordinating the Monday Rosh 
Chodesh group; Alicia Cernitz Schwartz, for coordinating 
our Sunday strollers; Flo Raskin, for hosting a great Chick 
Flicks event; Judith Klinger, for handling logistics for the Elul 
Rosh Chodesh event; Beth Sirull, for coordinating our Sukkot 
Shabbat program; Shirlee Perl, for her involvement with 
Women’s League on the regional level.
And last but not least, a thank you to all the wonderful 
women who take part in the events that we plan and carry-
out.  We couldn’t do what we do without you!

november events
November 6 - The Jews of England, Sheldon Rothblatt, UC Berkeley
November 13 - Election ‘08, Jewish Issues and the Jewish Vote,  Rabbi Doug Kahn, Executive. Director, JCRC
November 20 - The Sixty Years War, Riva Gambert, Jewish Community Federation of the Greater East Bay
Coming December 4 - The Bielski Partisans and Others Who Defied Hitler, Mitch Braff, Jewish Partisan  
Educational Foundation
All lectures begin at 10 A.M. and will be held in our Chapel.  A season pass to all lectures is $125.  Individual lectures 
are payable at the door - $10 per lecture.  To purchase a season pass, call (510) 839-2900, ext. 253.

East Bay
  Jewish Forum

Learn • Explore • Enjoy
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women of tba, our sisterhood
Welcome new Members with a  
Pot luck Shabbat!
Welcoming the stranger is the most repeated mitzvah in all 
the Torah. With the new year, something exciting is afoot 
at TBA that will make fulfilling this mitzvah fun and easy. 
The Women of TBA is launching a new program called “Pot 
Luck Shabbat”––a new way to match TBA hosts and guests 
for Shabbat and holiday meals. Our hope is that the pro-
gram will make Shabbat even more meaningful and give new 
members a special welcome to the Temple Beth Abraham 
community.
How does it work? As a host, you set the date (Friday, 
Saturday, or holiday), let us know the number and mix of 
guests you can host and the parameters for pot luck contribu-

tions. We make the calls and handle the logistics. Our goal is 
to make hosting as easy as opening up your home.
In developing this idea with Rabbi Bloom and members of 
the TBA board, certain families were suggested as hosts for 
the pilot program. Each potential host will receive the e-mail 
questionnaire below, then we’ll follow up with a phone call. 
If you’re not interested (or if you’d prefer to start on the guest 
side of the equation) just respond to our e-mail with that 
information.
If you have questions or would like to participate for the 
pilot program, contact Anya Wayne at anyawayne@gmail.
com or (510) 733-2508. We hope you enjoy the Pot Luck 
Shabbat experience and will spread the word to other con-
gregants who might want to host. 

Pot Luck 
Shabbat  
is Here!
brought to you by  
the Women of TBA

Would you enjoy sharing Shabbat 
or one of the holidays in your 

home with other TBA members? 

Let us know if you would be  
willing to host new TBA members  

for a Shabbat dinner, lunch,  
or holiday meal.

Want to host but not sure  
you have the time?

Talk to our Pot Luck Shabbat  
coordinator to learn how to simplify 
the evening for yourself and create  

a comfortable experience for  
your guests.

Looking for  
an invitation  
as a guest?

Write or call our Pot Luck Shabbat 
coordinator Anya Wayne, and  

she will find you a match:  
anyawayne@gmail.com  

or (510) 733-2508.

Save the Date! 
January 10, 2009

Join us for our WTBA Shabbat  
as we celebrate 

Lev v‘Nefesh –  
Heart and Soul

January 10, 2009 • Services at 9:30 A.M.
Women’s Torah study in the Chapel following the kiddush

The Women of TBA invite all our congregants to attend a very 
special Shabbat honoring the heart and soul that the women of 
our congregation bring to our community. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for all women members to 
experience the power of community when you join with other 
women to participate in this annual event.  It is a great way to 
share your abilities with the entire TBA community, challenge 
yourself to learn new parts of the service and provide an invalu-
able role model for friends and family.

Worried your skills are a bit rusty?  Don’t be,  we will help you 
find a way to participate that is comfortable for you - Hebrew 
readings, English readings, Torah or Haftarah chanting, a d’var 
Torah, or leading t’fillot – the possibilities are endless!

Contact Maya Rath jringmrath@sbcglobal.net or (510) 652-6277 
and Anne Levine annelevine@earthlink.net or (510) 336-0565.
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Women on the Move ‘08 – ‘09
Get out of the house on a Sunday morning and let the others fend for themselves!  
Join WTBA the second Sunday of each month as we hike in our gorgeous nearby  
woods for an hour and a half. We always start at 10:00, are back to the start by 11:30  
and don’t do anything that requires Olympian fitness.
Why come? Because it’s nice to take some time for yourself, because the women in  
our shul are great to spend time with, and because you can finally bring your dog to  
a synagogue event.

November 9 Hike the Graham Trail in Redwood Regional Park. It’s wide and  
 reasonably flat. Meet at the Training Center parking lot on Skyline,  
 between Joaquin Miller and Redwood Roads at 9:45 A.M.
December 14 Palos Colorados trail in Joaquin Miller (dogs theoretically on leash)
January 11 East Ridge trail in Redwood

For details, contact Judith Klinger at kcurls@sbcglobal.net or (510) 482-1609.

adult education 
Of Interest to Women

Sunday afternoon, november 9
A Taste of Chocolate 
TBA Social Hall, 1 P.M.
Chocolatier and WTBA member Anya Wayne of Bellatrix 
Chocolates will treat us to a chocolate tasting that will delight 
our bodies, minds and spirits. Learn the little known history 
of Jews and chocolate while enjoying the company of fellow 
WTBA members. Childcare available. Free to WTBA mem-
bers, $18 at the door for non members - or join at the event!
RSVP to Anne Levine at annelevine@earthlink.net or  
(510) 336-0565.

Adult Education Events
Saturday, november 1, 11 a.M.
Trends in Jewish Education: Dean Goldfein,  
Head of Contra Costa Jewish Day School
TBA member Dean Goldfein has been the Head of Contra 
Costa Jewish Day School since it was founded in 2000. He 
previously taught at Brandeis Hillel Jewish Day School and 
was the Dean of Students at Sacred Heart Preparatory High 
School in Atherton.  Dean is the husband of Tamira Elul 
and the father of Dara, Eitan, and Daniella. He will speak 
on trends in Jewish education in general and day schools in 
particular.

every Wednesday, 9 a.M. 
Torah Study 
at the Woodminster Cafe

Yasher koach and thank you to Beth Sirull 
for continuing her tradition of giving an 

annual drash, and for coordinating  
WTBA’s Sukkot event.  This year’s program 

featured Rachel Biale and gave us a  
chance to learn and laugh together.

The WTBA Board

TBA BOOK CLUB
Save the Date &  
Start Reading!

Monday, November 17:  
A Pigeon and A Boy  

by Meir Shalev  
at the home of  

Joel and Leah Goldberg. 

The Zookeeper’s Wife  
by Diane Ackerman, 
Monday, December 1,  
7:30 P.M., at the home  
of Judy Kelly.
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tba goes to the theater

WHere In THe WOrlD?
By Steve (Fanny) Fankuchen

The Omer is introducing a new contest asking readers to identify photos I have 
taken.  The winner, the first person to call me at (510) 523-2317 with the cor-
rect answer, will receive a free dinner to Rock ‘n’ Roll Shabbat. 
There is one general rule: you may not use electronic means of information 
retrieval, meaning the computer, Blackberry, Strawberry, Boysenberry, Mixed 
Fruit, internet, I-Pod, You-Pod, He, She, or It-Pod, or any other gadget not 
certified as kosher by Ned Ludd.  No Google, Shmoogle, or Koogle.

The choices for this months photo are:
1 Neighborhood playground in Boro Park, Brooklyn.
2 Recreational area in Elko, Nevada.
3 Stu Zangwill's backyard.
4 Part of Century Village, Florida.
5 Recreational space at the Asher Goldstein Institute For  

Mohelim in Jerusalem.
6 Public space in Washington wheat country.
7 A fictitious creation done in Photoshop.
8 Remnant of area used for sales by Petaluma chicken farmers.
9 None of the above.

TBA Goes to the Theater to see WICKED
TBA will once again go to the theater, this time for the very popular show, “WICKED”,  
at the Orpheum Theater in San Francisco.  This is a Women of TBA fundraiser and a 
portion of the ticket price goes to TBA. Purchase your tickets now to get the best seats. 

Tickets are available for shows on the following dates: 

Sunday Matinee: March 22 at 2 P.M. - all seats are $109 (Center Orchestra seats)

Sunday Matinee: April 26 at 2 P.M. - all seats are $109 (Center Orchestra seats)

To purchase your tickets, send payment, along with your name, address, email and 
phone number, to: Lori Rosenthal, 1868 Woodhaven Way, Oakland, CA  94611

Don’t forget to specify the date of the show you want to attend and the number of 
tickets. (Make checks payable to Lori Rosenthal.)  Tickets will be assigned as payment 
is received and are non-refundable once purchased.  All tickets will be distributed 
approximately three weeks before the show. 

Contact Lori (510-339-0133 or rosent@pacbell.net) with questions. 
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volunteer bulletin board

Give a New Mom or Dad 
an Hour to Shower

A perfect mitzvah for those with daytime flexibility.

Volunteers needed to provide short daytime sits free of charge to our new 
moms and dads allowing them to shower, get a haircut or just take a walk. 

Interested sitters should contact us at womenoftba@tbaoakland.org.

Copy Editors Needed 
for the OMER: 

Volunteer your exceptional  
editing skills for a few hours  

each month to help The OMER. 
For more information call  

Shira Weisbach,  
(510) 482-6041 (or email,  

shira.weisbach@sbcglobal.net).

Do you have time  
to help deliver  

TBA’s new members  
baskets?

If so, please contact me  
at staschm@aol.com  

or by phone (510) 482-3153. 
— Stacy Margolin

Are you looking for a way to make a DIFFERENCE?
Well then we are looking for you.

Volunteers needed to chair  
TBA social action events including:

Turkey Drive  
(November)

Clothing/Blanket Drive  
(December)

Contact Jill Rosenthal (jmros@aol.com) or (510) 435-5881.

TBa Kicks Off literacy Project for  
lakeview School
By Ronna Kelly

How did you learn how to read? What was your favorite 
book as a child?
Those were the first questions asked of future tutors who 
attended training sessions this fall as part of the launch of the 
Temple Beth Abraham Literacy Project. All of the answers 
underscored one common theme: a love of reading that TBA 
is hoping to share through its new Literacy Project. 
About ten members of the synagogue have signed up to 
share their love of reading by volunteering as tutors as part 
of the TBA Literacy Project, which is a partnership with the 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy (JCL). Temple Beth Abraham 
volunteers will be tutoring students at Lakeview Elementary 
School, located on Grand Avenue just down the street from 
the synagogue.
Currently, like the overall Oakland school district, only 
about one-third of students at Lakeview tested proficient or 
higher in reading in 2008, lagging the statewide average of 
46 percent as well as other local districts such as Alameda (61 
percent), Berkeley (52 percent), and Piedmont (86 percent). 

Lakeview Principal Clara Roberts, who was very enthusiastic 
about the partnership with Temple Beth Abraham and the 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy, asked that tutors initially con-
centrate on working with third graders. 
To become a tutor, TBA members only need to commit 
one hour per week to working with students at Lakeview. 
Before starting, tutors are required to attend an informative 
2 ½-hour training session provided by JCL, which also pro-
vides tips for parents reading to their own children at home.
If you are unable to commit one hour a week, you can still 
perform a mitzvah by helping the Literacy Project in other 
ways. TBA is collecting new and gently used books for 
Lakeview in bins at the temple office on Euclid Avenue and 
in Gan Avraham Director Wendy Siver’s office. Lakeview 
expressed particular interest in receiving chapter books.
Finally, you can also help by making a donation to the proj-
ect. TBA already has received more than $150 to help buy 
new books for Lakeview. 
Let’s help make a small difference in our community by  
helping a local school.
For more information about the TBA Literacy Project,  
please contact me at ronna.abramson@gmail.com.
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giving thanks
The Omer Team Gives Thanks!!
This issue (and all issues) would not be complete without 
acknowledging the entire Omer Team – those people who 
work diligently each month to create, print and mail these 
beautiful issues.
A special thanks goes out to - 
Lori Rosenthal, our editor in chief, who constantly strives to 
keep the Omer interesting and topical with fresh new ideas.
David Avidor, our talented graphic designer, who designs our 
beautiful covers.
Shira Weisbach, our traffic editor, who keeps our team of 
copy editors and proofreaders busy producing the best edited 
Omer we can do.
Jessica Sterling, our layout guru, whose new ideas are mak-
ing the Omer more beautiful and readable with each passing 
month.
Our copy editing team of Nadine Joseph, Debbie Spangler, 
Jan Silverman, James Wakeman, and Richard Kauffman 
whose coaxing helps shape our submissions into finished 
articles ready for print.
Our eagle eyed proofreaders including: Susan Simon, Outi 
Gould, Jeanne Korn, Steve Shub, Debbie Spangler, Shira 
Weisbach, and June Brott who see things that lesser eyes 
would miss.
Aliza Schechter, TBA’s Office Coordinator, who supplies 
life cycle information, prints our labels, and makes sure the 
Omer gets to the printer in a timely way each month.
Art Rosenberg, TBA’s Administrator, who compiles our  
calendars each month.
Jon Golding, past Omer editor and davener extraordinaire, 
who formats our calendars each month.
Steve Shub, TBA Vice President, who pulls our donations  
list and compiles the What’s Happening Page.
Our fantastic Distribution Team of Pinky Pencovic, Pola 
Silver, and Gertrude Veiss who physically touch each and 
every Omer, labeling it so that it can be sent to your home.
Our regular contributors, Rabbi Bloom, Rick Heeger, 
Susan Simon, Wendy Siver, Anne Levine, Eric Friedman, 
Eve Gordon Ramek, Faith Kramer, Diane Bernbaum, Amy 
Utstein and Debbie Rosenfeld-Caparaz, Melanie Marcus, 
Amy Wittenberg, our B’nai Mitzvah kids, for their dedica-
tion and timeliness.
Outi Gould, our Webmaster, for posting the online version 
of the Omer on the TBA website each month so it can be 
accessed on any computer.
And lastly, thank you to all those who read the Omer each 
month.  We do it all for you!

an Open letter to Our Wonderful 
Community
By Pinky and Agnes Pencovic

We are truly blessed in so many ways.  Not only have we 
shared a lifetime together, supporting each other and over-
coming life’s obstacles together, but also we have been blessed 
with a wonderful, loving community to which we feel so very 
connected. Last month, we were privileged to share our 60th 
wedding anniversary with our family – both our biological 
family and our synagogue family.  To the more than 250 peo-
ple who came to celebrate with us and the many more who 
sent us their congratulations or donations, we want to let you 
know how very much you mean to us.  
We want to thank our family for commissioning the beauti-
ful chuppah that was made by Outi Gould in honor of our 
anniversary.  It is a wonderful, warm feeling to know that 
for years to come, many happy brides and grooms will come 
together under the chuppah of love that was created in our 
honor.  
We want to thank Rabbi Bloom – he makes it a pleasure to 
volunteer for Temple Beth Abraham – and we want to show 
appreciation for the lovely things he said about us during the 
service.  We also want to thank Rick Heeger for his generous 
and kind words – we really felt as though he was speaking 
from his heart.  
We want to thank Hennie Hecht for an outstanding kid-
dush luncheon – it was so delicious and lovely and everyone 
enjoyed it.
We want to thank Susan Simon and Aliza Schechter for cre-
ating the lovely program that was distributed during services 
– and our daughter, JoAnn for providing the wedding photo-
graph of us that was included.
It is really a two-way street – we spend our time helping to 
make the synagogue run smoothly, but we get so much out 
of our time here.  The TBA community helps to make our 
retirement years extremely meaningful.  We can’t think of a 
better place for us to be. 

To My Family … a Big Thank You
By Sid Shaffer 

Yes, TBA is our family and has been for well over 50 years.
There is the Shaffer family, the Boston family, and the TBA 
family and when I’m improved health wise, I hope Lori will 
allow me to write a story for the Omer in detail as to how I 
feel about what part of our life revolves around TBA.
In the meantime, since I don’t have the strength to respond 
individually to all “my family” who have made donations to 
various funds for my recovery, to all the meals prepared for 
us to ease Ethel’s burden preparing food, for all the get well 
cards received, the many phone calls, the visits, the prayers 
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for my recovery, I say THANK YOU from a most grateful 
old timer.
Hopefully when this comes out in print, Ethel and I will be 
back with you.

Giving Thanks and Giving Back
By Billy Gentry

As Thanksgiving approaches, I can’t help but give thanks 
for TBA and all that the community has done for my chil-
dren.  My family joined TBA almost two years ago.  Our 
first contact with TBA was through Dawn Margolin and her 
wonderful Kinder Gym program.  We so enjoyed our time 
with Dawn that when it came time to think about preschool, 
we called Wendy Siver.  The rest, as they say, is history.  I am 
thankful for so much that the TBA community offers me and 
my family.  In particular, I am thankful for all of the incred-
ible children’s programs.  From Kindergym to the Gan, from 
Shabbat Mishpacha to our upcoming years in Bet Sefer, from 
Dawn Margolin to Wendy Siver, Susan Simon and Rabbi 
Bloom, not a day goes by where I don’t stop and think about 
how much I value our community.
This year, in order to show my appreciation, I agreed to co-
chair with Molli Rothman the annual auction that benefits 
our schools.  Although it is a daunting process, we are already 
starting to see things take shape.  But, there is much more to 
be done in the months to come and TBA needs your help.  
Please take some time to show your thanks for all that TBA 
offers your family by volunteering your time and energy.  You 
don’t need to commit months, weeks, or even days.  Every 
little bit helps.  So, if you’d like to help with solicitations, 
decorations, food, or anything else for that matter, please  
call Billy Gentry (510) 652-8545 or wdg4@sbcglobal.net and 
Molli (510) 339-3426 or molli@rothman-consulting.com.

You’re O.K. in america
By Steve “Fanny” Fankuchen

I am thankful to live in a country where, for ninety-nine 
cents, I can go into a Burger King and get a Junior Whopper, 
where I can go into a dollar store and for a buck get any 
kitchen utensil, pair of reading glasses, or laundry detergent, 
where I can go into a Wal-Mart and get fair trade and organ-
ic coffee for $8/lb. A country where Natalie Maines can criti-
cize the President and only get burned in effigy. A country 
where for sixty-four years I can wander and still find whole 
regions that surprise me. A country where magazines prolifer-
ate and book sales are healthy. A country where condors are 
brought back from the edge of extinction, diversity exists, 
and our fights about stolen elections, corrupt government, 
and official torture are actually relevant. A country where 
Merle Haggard can be proud to be an Okie from Muskogee, 
where Woody Guthrie can headline the soundtrack for the 
laser show on Grand Coulee Dam, where Sean Hannity can 
use a kill-your-abusive-husband song (Independence Day)  

for his show’s theme.
Jack Jeger sums it up quite elegantly: “You’re O.K. in 
America.” Yes, I am thankful to be an American, where I am 
free to wonder why most people I know travel everywhere 
but America, why they are more likely to have been to Paris, 
London, Jerusalem, Tokyo, Cozumel, or Moscow, Russia, 
than to the Palouse of Washington, the oilfields of Utah, the 
wheat fields of North Dakota, the Black belt of Alabama, the 
Texas Panhandle, or Moscow, Idaho.
And I wonder why, as parents and as a community, we Jews 
organize trips for our kids and ourselves to Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv, and Eilat, but not trips to see our own country. Why, 
even if, as a Jewish community we organize trips to a Jewish 
Israel, we do not organize trips to Jewish America outside a 
couple of coastal cities. I wonder why there are no trips to 
check out the “Dakota Diaspora,” written so movingly about 
by Sophie Trupin, or Philadelphia, Mississippi, where down-
town still bears the names of 19th century Jewish pillars, 
where Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner were mur-
dered along with James Chaney, (perhaps diving up the nar-
row backroad to the lonely grave of the latter). I wonder why 
most of the A.Z.A. boys tell me they would join the Israeli 
army, but not America’s. And I wonder why there are no trips 
to the Nixon library to listen to the former President’s anti-
Semitic rantings and wonder at his support by Jewish com-
munal organizations. 
Yes, I am thankful to live in America where I am free to won-
der why we teach our kids about the glories of kibbutzim and 
the Histadrut yet nothing of the American labor movement 
so replete with Jewish leaders, why at our Jewish PicnicFest 
there are Israeli flags, but no American flags, why letters are 
collected to send to Israeli soldiers, yet none are collected to 
send to American soldiers. 
Yeah, we’re O.K. in America. I just wish our community 
would stop acting like it was merely sojourning in eretz  
mitzraim.

Giving Thanks
By Hildie Spritzer and Tsutomu Satomi

There is so much to be thankful for…we have raised our 
family in a loving neighborhood.
We have been supported by friends and family and our  
TBA family has certainly enriched our lives.
My grandparents were not aware of the legacy they left,  
having come to TBA in the late 1930’s. They would be proud 
to see our family at TBA–four generations later. (And I know 
my grandparents, who did not survive the Holocaust, would 
also be grateful.)
From generation to generation with sincere gratitude to 
Rabbi Bloom and his family, who have encouraged the 
growth of our community!
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gan avraham

kindergym

Kindergym  
play days

It’s that time of year!! For ALL  
families with a baby who’s crawl-
ing or a toddler who’s jumping 
off everything: Come join Dawn 
Margolin–and bring your friends–to 
our wonderful weekday classes and on 
two Sundays this fall for lots of fun 
in our KINDERGYM. We’ll jump, 
slide, crawl, splash and munch as we 
enjoy all the wonderful play equipment, fire engines, playdough, water 
and parachute play, snack, singing,and more. Fridays include a very  
special getting ready for Shabbat with Rabbi Bloom.
Our Sunday Play Days meet 10:30 A.M. -12 noon on November 2, and 
December 7, and are for ALL families with children under 3 years old. 

See you there!!
Dawn Margolin

www.tbaoakland.org/kindergym for more information

Gan Avraham 
Nursery School 

An informational meeting 
for prospective families
(sorry, no childcare available)

Wednesday,  
January 14, 2009 

7:30 P.M.

Gan Avraham Nursery School 
Room 10

Meet with the Gan director 
Wendy Siver to learn about  
the educational philosophy of 
Gan Avraham Nursery School.  
Our program for 2, 3, and 

4-year olds will be discussed 
as well as extended  
day-care options.

Observation appointments
can be made at this time.

Enrollment forms will  
be ready for pick-up. 

RSVP: (510) 763-7528 or 
e-mail Wendy@tbaoakland.org. 

If you are unable to attend, 
please call to schedule a 

January visit.

Gan avraham news
By Wendy Siver

One of our Gan Avraham traditions is to have children bring tzedakah 
on Fridays.  In each classroom a tzedakah box is available for children to 
deposit a coin.  The monies collected from the Gan tzedakah boxes are 
donated to Mazon, a Jewish Response to Hunger. Monies collected for 
the past two years totaled an amazing $460, something all Gan families 
can be proud of. Along with bringing a coin for tzedakah, children are 
encouraged to bring in a can of food.  This encourages in a very real way, 
sharing with, giving to and helping others.  The food that is collected 
is donated to the Alameda County Community Food Bank.   Giving 
tzedakah is one way we can teach our children to help others.  We can 
explain to even the youngest child that we give tzedakah because as Jews 
we are commanded to help.  We can give in many ways that include giv-
ing money, food and our time.  At school we explain to even the young-
est children that we give tzedakah because it is a mitzvah to help other 
people. 
If you know children who will be turning two by October 31, 2009 and 
are interested in attending Gan Avraham, please have them call Wendy at 
(510) 763-7528. 
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bet sefer
What Do You Know about….?
By Susan Simon

Have you seen that TV show “Are You Smarter Than A 5th 
Grader?”  It’s a show where really smart, somewhat cocky but 
well-prepared 5th graders generally make the adult contes-
tants look incredibly stupid, because the kids can correctly 
answer questions on subjects the adults have long forgotten.  
Sure, when we grown-ups were in school we probably learned 
all of the state capitals and how to calculate the square root 
of 948502, as well as the symbols for every element in the 
universe.  But I am guessing that, like me, many of you 
would find yourself at a loss if quizzed about this now, par-
ticularly in front of a live audience. Ok, so maybe you don’t 
remember everything you learned in elementary school or 
middle school or high school.  What about what you learned 
in religious school - do you remember all of that?  What do 
you remember about the Tanakh, the Mishna, the Talmud 
or the Shulkhan Aruch?  Under the wonderful tutelage of 
our new teacher, Kathryn Fireman, our 6th grade students 
are working hard at learning all about those four holy texts. 
Perhaps a refresher for the adults would be helpful:
The Tanakh is the Jewish Bible - it contains the 5 Books of 
Moses, aka the Torah, the words of the Prophets (Nivi’im in 
Hebrew) and the Writings (Ketuvim in Hebrew).  We read 
excerpts from the Prophets on Shabbat morning and holi-
days, when we chant a Haftarah (which, by the way, is NOT 
a half-Torah!).  The Writings you might be less familiar with 
– they include the Psalms, the Proverbs, the Megilot (Ruth, 
Esther, Lamentations, etc.), the Song of Songs, Job, and sev-
eral others.
The Mishnah is part of what we call the Oral Law.  These 
laws were passed on orally from generation to generation, and 
their purpose was to help the people understand the Written 
Law.  After the destruction of the 2nd Temple, when thou-
sands of learned Jews were killed, the decline in the number 
of knowledgeable Jews seemed to have motivated the Rabbis 
to write the Oral Law in a document that we now know as 
the Mishnah.  The wisdom of the earlier rabbis along with 
more current knowledge was collected and organized by 
Judah HaNasi around the year 200 of the Common Era. As 
the Mishnah became more a focus of study and commentary, 
the analysis that resulted was collected in another document 

which we refer to as the Gemara.  The Gemara developed 
over hundreds of years, discussing and analyzing the rulings 
in the Mishnah.  Later rabbis commented on rulings from 
earlier rabbis.  When we refer to the Talmud, we are referring 
to the combined Mishnah and Gemara.
The Talmud contains two different kinds of material - hala-
cha which we often translate as “law”, and aggada which 
we think of as non-legal material: stories and answers to 
questions.  The Mishnah was divided into 6 sections called 
Siddarim, and the Talmud was further broken down into 63 
tractates.  
Finally, the Shulkhan Aruch was written in the 16th century 
and is a “law book” or a “guidebook” which aims at giving 
simple statements of Jewish law. This was not the first such 
guidebook written, but it became the most influential.  The 
guidebook was written by Rabbi Joseph Caro, a Sephardic 
rabbi, in the land of Israel, and was followed by Sephardic 
Jews.  Rabbi Moses Isserles, an Ashkenazic rabbi in Poland, 
understood that a similar book was needed for Ashkenazic 
Jews, and he added his own comments to the work by Rabbi 
Caro.  In this way, the Shulkhan Aruch became the univer-
sally accepted code of Judaism.  
What do all of these ancient texts have to do with us today?  
Actually, when read and studied, the amazing wisdom they 
contain is completely relevant. Take, for example, what all of 
these texts have to say about how we treat animals regarding 
medical research.  Our 6th grade students will be studying 
what rabbis who lived long ago thought about this subject, 
and using their wisdom and the students’ own ethics, they 
will debate and formulate their own opinions.  
Maybe it is a small example of how these texts can still be 
so influential in our lives, but we hope it will make a lasting 
impression on our students and teach them that Jewish learn-
ing is, even from many centuries ago, an amazing source of 
knowledge.  We are members of an ever-evolving dynamic 
and rich tradition, and if we can impart that to our students, 
what a gift we will have given to them!
(My thanks to the very knowledgeable people  who wrote the 
USCJ’s Etgar program which I was lucky enough to teach at 
Congregation Kol Shofar in Tiburon, and where much of the 
material for this article was taken.)

Our entire Bet Sefer Community is very proud and honored to acknowledge the following students  
who chanted from the Torah during the youth service on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur:

Sarah Levine • Marissa Glick • Michelle Cossette • Asher Rose
Your skill and courage are applauded – you are an inspiration to us all!  Yasher Koach!
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bet sefer

Bet Sefer is looking for 1-2 teenage 
madrichim to work as classroom aides 
during religious school.  School meets 
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
from 4-6 P.M.  Madrichim work with 
students and the classroom teacher  
to help the class run smoothly.  We 
pay a stipend to all of our madrichim 
and also happily provide community 
service hours as well as recommenda-
tions for school and other programs.
If interested, please contact Susan 
Simon – susan@tbaoakland.org.  

ASK JCI & R
Q: I am confident my child’s Jewish education is in good 
hands. How do I further my own Jewish knowledge? Are 
there resources within the Jewish community?
A: Your synagogue offers excellent classes. In addition, 
the Bay Area is rich with opportunities to study Judaism. 
There are centers for Jewish learning and Jewish  
libraries you can visit.   We can also tell you about out-
standing self-directed Jewish education websites.
Tova torah mikol sechoira: learning Torah is the best 
avocation.
For more information about connecting to Jewish life,  
call JCIR at (415) 777-4545 or toll-free within the Bay Area  
(877) 777-JCIR (5247), or email Info@JewishNfo.org. 
Jewish Community Information and Referral is a free, con-
fidential service that provides answers to questions about 
Jewish organizations, community services and subjects of 
Jewish interest. JCIR is a service of the Jewish Community 
Federation of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and 
Sonoma counties. Visit our websites www.JewishNfo.org 
and www.sfjcf.org.

COME ONE, COME ALL!
Our elementary-age youth services are underway.  

Come be part of the fun.  
This month, T’fillat Y’ladim, (appropriate for Kindergarten and  
first graders and some second graders), is meeting on November 1 
and Junior Congregation (appropriate for second through sixth  
graders) will be meeting on November 15.  

Both services meet in the Chapel and start at 10:15 A.M.  

Parents must accompany children to T’fillat Y’ladim  
and they are welcome at Junior Congregation.  

Shul is Cool!  Come check it out!

Thank You
Students in the Bet Sefer Kitah Hay  
want to acknowledge and thank Henry 
and Eve Ramek for their  
generous donation  
of a lulav and etrog  
for every 5th grader.   
For many students,  
this is the first time  
that they have had their  
own set to use at home.  
This is a wonderful gift  
to our students that  
Henry and Eve have  
been making for the  
past several years.   
We want to thank them  
for their continued  
generosity to our  
program.
–Susan Simon
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jewish education 
Oakland Hebrew Day School Update
By Melanie Marcus

Upcoming Classes and Events at Oakland Hebrew Day 
School:

Read Hebrew America––FREE! OHDS is once again team-
ing up with the National Jewish Outreach Program to offer 
a free crash course in Hebrew reading. Learn to read Hebrew 
in just five 90-minute classes. Classes take place on Fridays 
10/31, 11/7, 11/14, 11/21, and 12/5 from 9:30–11:00 A.M. 
To register, call (510) 531-8600, ext. 26.
Raising Responsible Children Join Meg Zweibeck, RN, 
CPNP, as she provides wisdom on how we can raise more 
responsible children. This event is for parents only and will 
take place on Tuesday, December 16 from 7:15-9:00 P.M.
Why Right Brainers Will Rule The Future Mark Shinar, 
OHDS Head of School, will discuss Daniel Pink’s new book, 
A Whole New Mind. Don’t miss this fascinating and eye-
opening discussion on January 12 from 7:15 – 9:00 P.M.
Kindergarten/First Grade Information Nights OHDS 
invites all preschool and Kindergarten parents to join us for 
one of our K-1 Information Nights: Tuesday, December 9 or 
Wednesday, January 7, 7:00–9:00 P.M. To schedule a person-
al tour of campus, contact Melanie Marcus in the admissions 
office at (510) 531-8600, ext. 26 or mmarcus@ohds.org. 
All events will take place at Oakland Hebrew Day School, 
5500 Redwood Road, Oakland, CA 94619. For directions, 
visit www.ohds.org.

Contra Costa Jewish Day School news
By Amy Wittenberg

Each morning, Contra Costa Jewish Day School students 
gather for tefillah (prayer), and through prayers like the 
Amidah thank G-d for the daily miracles of life: “Modim 
anachnu lecha. We will always give thanks to You and praise 

You for our lives and our souls.” Rabbi Daniel Kohn, CCJDS 
Rabbi-in-Residence and Judaic Studies Teacher believes that 
thankfulness doesn’t always come naturally: “That is why we 
teach children to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you.’ The same is 
true in the Jewish tradition--through prayers and blessings we 
are teaching our children to thank G-d and be thankful for 
our health, family, friends, food and the beauty of the world 
around us.”
CCJDS students learn the meaning of the prayers they say 
and understand the importance of the words they are recit-
ing. According to 3rd grader, Ben Cohen, “We are very 
lucky to have lots of good food to eat, I like saying Hamotzi 
and Birkat Hamazon to show G-d that I appreciate and am 
thankful for my meal.”
CCJDS is a Community Jewish Day School located in 
Lafayette, just 18 minutes from TBA.  Please join us for: 
Open House on Sunday, November 9, 3:00-5:00 P.M.  Head 
of School Dean Goldfein, as well as our faculty and parents, 
will be available to answer questions and present the school.  
School tours are available by appointment or on Nov 12,  
Dec 10, and Jan 14, 9:30-11:30 A.M.  
To RSVP for our Open House or School Tours or to make 
an appointment for a personal tour, call Amy Wittenberg, 
Admissions Director (925) 284-8288. Visit our website at 
www.CCJDS.org.
Best wishes for a happy Thanksgiving!

Modeh Ani – a Tehiyah Tradition
By Debbie Rosenfeld-Caparaz, Tehiyah’s Director of 
Communications

The calendar says Thanksgiving is in November. But for the 
Tehiyah Day School community, each morning begins with 
the Modeh Ani – a prayer of thanks.
The Modeh Ani assembly is one of Tehiyah’s unique jewels. 
We showcase spirit, music, prayers, and community in about 
eight minutes at the K-8 Jewish day school in the El Cerrito 
Hills. But it is this short period of reflection that integrates 
the Jewish way of life with everyday life. After Modeh Ani, 
students head to class in the right frame of mind to learn.
About 18 years ago, the Tehiyah community started gather-
ing in the central courtyard before school to sing the Modeh 
Ani, the first prayer in the Siddur.
“The first thing we should say is thank you God for making 
me alive and aware of my fortune,” says Rabbi Tsipi Gabai, 
Tehiyah’s head of Judaic studies and a fixture at the school 
for 20 years. “We should be thankful for things like walking, 
being able to go to school, and carrying our backpacks. This 
grounds everyone.”
Every weekday, more than 300 people – students, faculty, 
staff, families, and guests – seamlessly file into the courtyard 

continued on page 21
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midrasha
Bay area (Oakland) Midrasha Update
By Kendra Lubalin, Executive Director

We have settled into our new location up on the Merritt 
College Campus in what is called ‘Sinai Village’ (a group of 
fenced in portable classrooms being used by Temple Sinai 
during their renovation).   The students seem to have taken 
to the location which provides both indoor and outdoor 
space, classroom spaces and social spaces all in one conve-
niently located pod of buildings.  
Our office is also settled into a new location, and as such we 
have all new contact information.  Please see the bottom of 
this article for our new details.  I have also instituted a new 
weekly e-newsletter for parents to let them know what is 
happening each week at Midrasha, various Jewish opportuni-
ties available for their teens, details about upcoming retreats 
and more.  And, we are planning to unfurl a new Bay Area 
Midrasha facebook group for our students, to have an effec-
tive mode of communication with them, as well as to give 
them an opportunity for more social connection.  
Aside from the wonderful feedback I’ve received from stu-
dents and parents about how much they are enjoying their 
experiences at Midrasha, I’ve made a point of spending the 
bulk of my time sitting in on classes.  I’ve done this to get to 
know our students, and to see with my own eyes the exciting 
learning that is happening on Tuesday evenings.  Here are 
just a few of the moments I’ve walked in on: 
•	 8th	graders	trying	to	understand	the	difference	between	

nuclear power and solar power to help them decide which 
they feel is safer, more reliable, and more ethical.  This led 
to a wonderful discussion about the connection or lack 
of connection between nuclear power and nuclear weap-

ons, as well as between nuclear facilities and the health of 
nearby neighbors.  

•	 11th	and	12th	graders	grappling	with	the	powerful	 
question:  When does life begin?  And, looking at Jewish 
views on the values of life.

•	 10th	graders	listening	attentively	as	an	Arab	Israeli	and	 
a Jewish Israeli talk about working together on environ-
mental issues as a bridge toward peace.

•	 8th	and	9th	graders	trying	to	decide	together	as	a	group	
what social justice issues are most seriously in need of  
support. 

•	 9th	graders	sharing	their	personal	views	on	G-d.		
•	 8th	graders	sharing	something	ethical	they	have	done	this	

week and clarifying what ethic was addressed by their 
actions.  This led to a great discussion about how we feel 
when we do something ethical and something unethical, 
and why we choose to be ethical or unethical.

•	 11th	and	12th	graders	silently	noticing	their	breathing	 
during meditation.

•	 11th	graders	defining	the	word	respect	to	include	having	
room for opinions that differ from your own.

Our new and returning staff is a gifted group and I feel 
blessed to have inherited a program so vibrant, dynamic, 
established and effective.   I look forward to many more 
moments of discovery and learning as our year unfolds.  
Our new contact info:  
Bay Area Midrasha in Oakland 
Merritt College Campus c/o Temple Sinai 
12500 Campus Dr. Oakland, CA 94619 
bayareamidrasha@gmail.com  (510) 501-6692

Midrasha in Berkeley Update
By Diane Bernbaum

I don’t know if you’re like me.  I get a huge number of solici-
tations mailed to my house. I tend not to open them (unless 
I’m led to believe they have cute little return address stickers 
in them.  Those are useful).  I think of myself as a generous 
person who gives a lot of tzedakah.  But I have my favorite 
organizations, or those that friends ask me to contribute to 
and so I don’t always read the five or six solicitations that 
come to my house every day.  
I hope you’re different – or at least different when it comes 
to Midrasha.  We only send out one solicitation a year.  And 
it’s something that we work hard at crafting, creating a docu-
ment that we hope you’ll like reading.  We look at it as an 
annual newsletter, not just asking you for money, but instead, 
giving us an opportunity to tell you about the great things 
that have happened over the last year.
I always assemble my favorite quotes from graduation 

speeches and e-mails from parents and send them off to our 
graphic designer.  I sit at my desk, grinning to myself, as I re-
read how meaningful Midrasha has been to so many people.  
Some of the quotes that made it into this year’s newsletter 
say things like: “I found, through my classes, a way to answer 
questions about Judaism I had never even known I had 
wanted to ask.”  (Alison Fitch)  “I have come to realize that 
Midrasha isn’t just a place to come and just learn about the 
Torah, speak Hebrew, learn about politics or go on retreats: 
It’s a place to find yourself.”  (Michael Glasser)  “I could talk 
for hours about how Midrasha has changed my life:  How 
I’ve learned to be more independent, more vocal and stronger 
as a person.  How I have accumulated incredible amounts 
of both Jewish and secular knowledge and how I have found 
mentors who I will be able to rely on for many years to 
come.”  (Emma Rosenthal)
My point in writing all this, of course, is to urge you to not 
only open the mailing when it comes, but to read it, and 

continued on page 21
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youth group

First Youth Group event a Hole in One!
By Jessica Sterling

On Sunday, October 12, fourth through sixth grade youth from TBA gathered for sukkah decorating and a trip to Boomers 
Family Fun Center.  We gathered at TBA for lunch and a fun time constructing paper chains and hanging decorations for the 
sukkah in the courtyard.  After a rigorous game of miniature golf, the kids ran around playing laser tag, water rides and arcade 
games. It was fun for all. 
Thanks to Phil and Dina Hankin for the incredible energy they bring to this group.

Sunday, November 16: 
Thanksgiving themed  
mitzvah project

Sunday, December 14:  
Chanukah party

Sunday, January 25:  
Ice skating

Saturday, February 21:  
Help lead Junior 
Congregation and  
social activity

Sunday, March 29:  
Chocolate Seder

Sunday, May 17:  
Final event of year –  
Day at an amusement  
park

Youth Group  
CalenDar 

Please mark your calendars  
for the following future events:
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social action
Volunteer and Make a Difference!!!
With TBA’s Social Action Programs
For the last four years, I have had the privilege of chairing 
TBA’s Social Action Committee.  This year Bryan Schwartz 
has agreed to co-chair this committee with me.  I continue 
to feel incredibly fortunate to be part of a community that 
places great value on Tikkun Olam, repairing the world.  I 
want once again to remind our members about the programs 
we have planned at TBA and to encourage more of you to 
become involved.  Feel free to contact me with any questions 
or to express an interest in getting involved!
Thank you,
Jill Rosenthal 
jmros@aol.com 
(510) 435-5881.
November: Turkey Drive--2008 marks the eighth year of 
Temple Beth Abraham’s participation in the Food Bank 
Holiday Turkey Drive. Last year we were able to feed turkey 
to over 4,000 homeless and needy people at Thanksgiving 
because of the generosity of our members. The Alameda 
County Community Food Bank distributed the turkeys 
through its 300 affiliated agencies. These agencies currently 
feed over 700,000 meals to 120,000 people every month at 
soup kitchens, food pantries, and shelters throughout our 
community. This year we are being asked to increase our par-
ticipation by an extra 20% for those in need. Your donation 
will enable us to purchase turkeys which will be delivered to 
the Food Bank in time for the holiday season. Please look for 
the envelope marked with a turkey sticker this fall. Also, we 
are looking for someone to chair this event.

December: Clothing/Blanket Drive--Clean out your closets 
and help out East Bay residents. We will be soliciting warm 
blankets and coats as well as towels to be donated to a local 
agency. Collection barrels (or boxes) will be in the synagogue. 
Beth Glick-Scroggins will chair this event and she is  
looking for volunteers to help collect donations and  
deliver them to the agency. Contact Beth at drbethgs@
comcast.net or (510) 521-0464.

Sunday, February 8th, 10 A.M. - 1 P.M.: Wetlands 
Restoration Day/Tu B’Shevat Celebration with Save the 
Bay. Temple Beth Abraham works with Save the Bay, a local 
environmental organization, in Save the Bay’s community-
based restoration project. For the past several years, TBA 
members have been assisting in the restoration of Arrowhead 
Marsh, located in the Martin Luther King Regional Shoreline 
Park here in Oakland. TBA members have helped remove 
non-native species, transplant seedlings in the native plant 
nursery, plant native species, and learned about the Bay with 
Save the Bay naturalists. This year the event will coincide 
with the Tu B’Shevat holiday. For more information, contact 
Jody London at: jodyl@earthlink.net.

Last Sunday in Jan. or First Sunday in Feb.: Annual Blood 
Drive--Give the gift of life! TBA and the American Red 
Cross will co-sponsor our 8th annual Community Blood 
Drive. You can donate blood in the warmth and comfort 
of our own social hall. This is a particularly important time 
of year to donate. For those of you who are regular donors 
please note this date on your calendar so that you are eli-
gible. You must allow two months between donations. 
Appointments are required and a volunteer will be calling 
members to schedule in January. To donate blood you must 
be at least 17 years old, be in general good health, and weigh 
at least 110 lbs. If you are unable to donate blood, please 
consider working as a volunteer that day.  Please contact Jill 
Rosenthal with any questions, 435-5881, jmros@aol.com.
April: Sukkot in April--Our congregation will be joining 
more than a dozen other synagogues and Jewish organizations 
for the 9th Annual Rebuilding Together Oakland (www.
rebuildingtogetheroakland.org)/Sukkot in April Event. We 
will work together to rehabilitate the homes of low-income, 
elderly and disabled people, as well as the office space of 
local non-profit agencies, so that we all can live and work in 
warmth and safety. You can sign on as a volunteer and help 
with repairs and renovations of homes and offices and/or 
help to raise funds to sponsor this project. Skilled volunteers 
and contractors who are willing to serve as House Captains, 
coordinators or team leaders are especially needed, and 
have helped make these past years especially successful. We 
need someone to help coordinate this program with Jill 
Rosenthal. For more details contact Jill at jmros@aol.com  
or (510) 435-5881.
Thursday, April 30th: Dining Out For Life to benefit  
Vital Life Services in Oakland--2006 marked the first year 
that TBA participated in Dining Out for Life. Dining Out 
For Life is an annual fundraising event involving the gener-
ous participation of volunteers, corporate sponsors and res-
taurants. In exchange for their financial support, restaurants 
are listed in a city wide marketing campaign in an effort 
to increase customer traffic. More than 2,500 restaurants a 
year donate a portion of their proceeds from this one special 
night of dining to the licensed agency in their city. The local 
agency that benefits from this fundraiser is Vital Life Services 
in Oakland. For the past 20 years Vital Life Services has pro-
vided essential services to those in our community living with 
HIV/AIDS and other life-threatening diseases. They provide 
two hot meals each day, counseling, case management ser-
vices, acupuncture and herbal therapies, massage, and services 
for homeless clients such as showers, laundry, and phone. 
They also provide transportation to and from medical and 
social service appointments and emergency housing and util-
ity funds. We will hopefully get many TBA members to dine 
out at a local restaurant which is participating in this event. 

continued on page 21
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cooking corner

ingredients:

4 cups of cranberries, rinsed (frozen and not defrosted 
okay, but you may need extra baking time––see directions 
below)

1 to 2 cups sugar (see note above)

 
¼ cup orange juice 

¼ teaspoon ground ginger 

zest of 1 orange (orange part only), finely minced 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place the cranberries in 
one layer in a baking dish. (Use two dishes and divide 
ingredients if you can’t get all the cranberries in a single 
layer.) Add the sugar and seasonings. Mix well, mak-
ing sure the cranberries end up in a single layer. Cover 
the baking dish with foil. Bake for about a quarter of an 
hour, uncover, and stir, spreading the cranberries back 
out as before. Put the foil back on and bake for another 

15 minutes. If the sauce is too liquid, uncover, and bake 
for a few minutes more as needed. (The sauce will also 
thicken up a bit as it stands or gets cold.) 

When the sauce has cooled a bit, taste. If it is too tart, 
add more sugar and stir well.

Cranberry sauce can be made ahead and stored in the 
refrigerator. Serve warm or at room temperature.  

Cranberry SauCe––The ThankSgiving haroSeT

a Thanksgiving Haggadah
By Faith Kramer

Have you ever noticed how much Thanksgiving dinner is 
like Passover seder (forgetting for a moment the bread stuff-
ing and pumpkin pie)? Friends and family gather around the 
table to celebrate religious freedom, the arduous birth of a 
nation, and a trying journey while eating symbolic and sea-
sonal foods. All that’s missing is a Thanksgiving Haggadah 
to add meaning to the sweet potato casserole. The American 
Jewish Committee has taken up the call with America’s 
Table, a kind of Haggadah or discussion guide to help 
Thanksgiving participants explore their personal connec-
tions to the holiday. This year’s document was not yet posted 
at press time, but there are several versions from prior years 
online to choose from. To download the documents, go to 
www.ajc.org, select Media Center, click on Publications, click 
on Intergroup, and choose the Thanksgiving service you want 
to download.

One thing about cranberry sauce––there are as many 
recipes and preferences as there are for haroset at Passover. 
Also, much like the custom of adding haroset to a Hillel 
sandwich, cranberry sauce is often added to the traditional 
Thanksgiving sandwich, the one made with leftover turkey. 
Here is a recipe for homemade cranberry sauce that you can 
vary in any number of ways. The recipe calls for it to be 
baked in the oven, but I have also made it on the stovetop 
and in the microwave (be sure the dish has a microwave-safe 
cover to prevent splatters). You can use more or fewer cran-
berries; just adjust the sugar and other seasonings appropri-
ately. We like our cranberry sauce tart, so we use the lesser 
amount of sugar. All the ingredients except the cranberries 
and sugar are optional, so you can adjust based on your own 
taste. It’s easy to make and can be prepared well in advance 
so it doesn’t tie up the oven on the big day. 

Saturday evening, January 24, 2009
for the

  Annual–and exceptional–TBA Gala Gourmet
Always a popular and delicious event.

Look for your invitation in your mailbox shortly.
For additional information contact Doree Jurow Klein or Deborah Reback

Save the Date!



20

donations
Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

For a complete list of funds and other ways to support our synagogue, 
visit www.tbaoakland.org and select “Fundraising” from the left column.

General Fund
Joe Epstein, In memory of Sam Epstein
Joe Epstein, In memory of Jack Tessler
Fifi Goodfellow, In memory of Isaac Naggar
Eve Gordon-Ramek, In memory of Mayer Goldberg
Libby Hyman, In memory of Gladys Hyman
David Kahane, In memory of Sam Kahane
Leonard Katz, In memory of Boris Katz
Mark Langberg, Donation
Helen Lazar, In memory of Mel Lazar
Shirley Margolin, In memory of Abraham Bauer
Krusya Milstein, Donation
Steven Reingold, In memory of Albert Reingold
Ulli Rotzscher, In honor of Ruti and Yoram Avidor
Nissan and Carol Saidian, In memory of Gowhar Saidian
Nissan and Carol Saidian, In memory of Carol Bonar
Ilse Sanders, In memory of Rosa Friemark
Curt and Adi Schacker, In honor of Gregory Korn
Isaac and Mary Tsifrin, In memory of Lucy Volinsky
Judith Wallcave, In memory of Dona Erlen

Camper/Scholarship Fund
Tumble and Tea Cafe, In honor of Deylan and Sadie
Elinor DeKoven, To the recovery of Caron Rothstein
Elinor DeKoven, In honor of Cary Silberman
Elinor DeKoven, In honor of Gregory Korn

Harold Rubel Memorial Music Fund
Ron and Gloria Gruber, In memory of Kimberly Beth Orlin

Rabbi Mark S. Bloom Discretionary Fund
Anonymous, In Honor of Jeff Burack
Doreen Alper and Bob Klein, In honor of their grandsons
Sara and David Gottfried, In memory of Shelly Rotman
Barbara Osteroff, In memory of Joel Osteroff

Herb and Ellen Goldstein Memorial Scholarship Fund
Dena Berger, In memory of Bertha Rosenstein

Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship Fund
Gerald Hertz, In memory of Harry Hertz
Gerald Hertz, In memory of Molly  Hertz

Prayerbook Fund
Shirley Bolton, In honor of Pinky and Agnes on their  

60th anniversary

Celia and Morris Davis Hunger Fund
Tobe Davis-Burnstein and Shelley Burnstein-Peck,  

In memory of Robert C. Burnstein
Tobe Davis-Burnstein and Shelley Burnstein-Peck,  

In memory of Celia and Morris Davis
Tobe Davis-Burnstein and Shelley Burnstein-Peck,  

In memory of Mildred and Sam Burnstein
Tobe Davis-Burnstein and Shelley Burnstein-Peck,  

In memory of Sandy Rosenfeld Emert

Tobe Davis-Burnstein and Shelley Burnstein-Peck,  
In memory of Zelda and Joe Rosenfeld

Tobe Davis-Burnstein and Shelley Burnstein-Peck,  
In memory of Gary Rosenfeld

Tobe Davis-Burnstein and Shelley Burnstein-Peck,  
In memory of Harry and Estelle Davis

Sid and Ethel Shaffer, To the recovery of Vera Zatkin
Elaine Teune, In memory of Sarah Meltz

Kiddush Fund
Helen and Leonard Fixler, In memory of Harold Nudler
Fifi Goodfellow, In memory of Moshe Marcus
Sheldon Nankin, In memory of Rose Nankin
Sharyn Rossi, In memory of Zelda Klein

Minyan Fund
Susan and Dennis Gildea, In memory of Joseph Dienstag
Herman and Agnes Pencovic, In memory of Kenneth Brasch

Cantor’s Discretionary Music Fund
Susan and Jeffrey Callen, In honor of the marriage of Amy Callen  

and Dan Maidenberg
Barbara Oseroff, In memory of Joel Oseroff

Centennial Fund
Beth Frankland, In honor of Kelly ONeal
John D. Rego and Deborah Kahane-Rego, In memory  

of Mathilda Kahane
Curtis and Adi Schacker, In honor of Ben Lehman
Reba Schechtman, To the recovery of Pola Silver

Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund
Sari Grossman, In honor of Pinky and Agnes on their anniversary
Swetlana and Vladimir Leykin, In honor of Pinky and Agnes on  

their 60th anniversary
Phylis Maslan, In honor of the 60th anniversary of Herman and  

Agnes Pencovic
Ilya Okh, In memory of Nuta Okh and Mundl Litvak
Ron and Adele Ostomel, In honor of Pinky and Agnes on their  

60th anniversary
Herman and Agnes Pencovic, To the recovery of Caron Rothstein
Herman and Agnes Pencovic, In memory of Sam Fox
Jeffery Wald, In honor of Sondra Wald

Mollie Hertz Interfaith and Outreach Fund
Gerald Hertz, In memory of Molly Hertz
Gerald Hertz, In memory of Harry Hertz

Sam Silver Playground Fund
Ron and Gloria Gruber, In memory of Kimberly Beth Orlin

Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund
Jack Jeger, In honor of Pinky and Agnes Pencovic on their  

60th anniversary
Misia Nudler, To the recovery of Caron Rothstein
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continued articles

Jerry Levine and Jeanne Korn are co-chairing this event.

On Going Programs:
St. Vincent De Paul Soup Kitchen. This is a wonderful way 
to make a real difference in the lives of the less fortunate. 
Twice a month, members of Temple Beth Abraham go down 
to the St. Vincent DePaul Society and serve meals to several 
hundred homeless men and women in Oakland. This is a 
hands-on tzedakah project which serves as its own reward. 
You must be at least 16 years old to attend, even if accompa-
nied by an adult. To volunteer to help, contact Andy Frank: 
carl.frank@ucsf.edu.  We help on the 1st and 2nd Sunday of 
every month, plus Christmas and Easter.
Jewish Coalition for Literacy: The Bay Area Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy is part of an effort to engage the Jewish 
and general communities in tikkun olam through social 
justice work in our own communities. Fifty-five percent of 
fourth graders in California read below grade level. It’s a 
shocking statistic, but it’s a reality for thousands of children. 
The Jewish Coalition for Literacy is dedicated to reversing 
this statistic, one child at a time. Please consider becoming 
a tutor for local elementary school students. Please contact 
TBA member, Ronna Abramson at ronna.abramson@gmail.
com to volunteer for this wonderful program.
Oakland Coalition of Congregations: The Oakland 
Coalition of Congregations (OCC) is an interfaith orga-
nization which, according to their mission statement, 
empowers congregations to act together in faith and love 
to advance and advocate for the common good of all who 
live in Oakland and surrounding communities.  Programs 
have included interaction with public officials, intercultural 
tasting lunches, leadership training and interfaith dialogue.  
OCC board meetings are on the 4th Monday of the month 
at 7 P.M., tentatively planned to be held at the Lakeshore 
Avenue Baptist Church. Currently planned for the fall are an 
Interfaith Youth Musical Event and the annual OCC Friends 
Dinner. Each member Congregation, including TBA, may 
send up to four representatives to the OCC Board.  For more 
information or to get involved, please contact Joel Fried at  
joelfried@juno.com.

continued on page 18

then to reach for your checkbook and to be more generous 
than ever.  Like many Jewish non-profits, we are on a very 
tight budget, trying to provide the best education possible to 
the Jewish teens in this community.  We are dedicated to giv-
ing financial aid to any student who needs it and to paying 
our staff an appropriate wage.  We can’t pull this off with-
out a lot of help from you.  When you open the envelope, 
remember any student you know who has been touched by 
their studies at Midrasha, anyone who’s come back happy 
from a retreat, or someone who’s life has been changed by the 
faculty and friends they’ve met at Midrasha.  Or maybe think 
of someone yet too young to attend Midrasha, whose parents 
are taking it for granted that Midrasha will be there for them 
when they get old enough.  Then take out your checkbook.  
And keep us on your list of favorite places to send contri-
butions to mark a birthday, anniversary, simcha or death.  
We gladly send out cards to anyone you’d love to honor or 
memorialize.  And if you’ve already tossed that envelope, 
just mail in your contribution: 1301 Oxford Street, Berkeley 
94709. Midrasha is counting on YOU!

at 8:25 A.M. Gabai Eric Silverberg, the school’s creative arts 
director, along with one of the grades leads the upbeat assem-
bly, which includes lessons on values and Jewish rituals, such 
as blowing the shofar during the month of Elul.
“Modeh Ani gives us a sense of community,” says Silverberg. 
“A lot of parents and students say they can’t wait for Modeh 
Ani. They want to be there because they can see the whole 
school. It is a wonderful way to start the day, with celebra-
tion and enthusiasm.”
The community is always welcome to attend Modeh Ani, and 
chances are that after feeling the ruach (spirit) of Tehiyah, 
you will be thankful that you became better acquainted with 
the school.
Additionally, everyone is invited to learn more about Tehiyah 
at a community Havdallah and all-school open house on 
Sunday, November 23 from 10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 
Tehiyah is located at 2603 Tassajara Avenue, El Cerrito 
94530. For more information, please contact Amy Utstein at 
autstein@tehiyah.org or at (510) 233-3013, extension 239.

continued from page 16

continued on page 15

Midrasha in Berkeley, cont. Social action, cont.

Jewish education, cont.

Remember to check the TBA website, mid-month mailings and email updates for 
information about late-breaking TBA events and activities.  www.tbaoakland.org
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life cycles

nOVeMBer 1
Sally Ann Berk

William Joseph Kunis

nOVeMBer 3
Marci Gottlieb 

nOVeMBer 4
Betsy Ami 

Noah Goldstein 

nOVeMBer 5
Angela Favero 

nOVeMBer 6
Benjamin Teitelbaum

nOVeMBer 8
Matthew Gildea
Ruby Rosenberg
Michael Sosebee 

nOVeMBer 9
Charles Bernstein 

Robin Disco
Ben Goldstone 
Leonard Katz 

Stephanie Roach 
Shira Sanghvi

nOVeMBer 10
Maera Klein

Daniel Nathan
Risa E. Stiegler

nOVeMBer 11
Anna Applebaum
Raphael Breines 
Hannah Hodess

Jessie Ludwig 
Etai Nahary 

nOVeMBer 12
Jason Klein 

Miranda Limbach
Aaron Sheanin 

George Zimmer 

nOVeMBer 14
Hannah Friedman

Talia Paulson
Penny Righthand 

Sophia Sparks
Zachary Sparks

nOVeMBer 15
Joanne Bessler 
Jueli Garfinkle 

nOVeMBer 16
Aviva Goldmann 

Zoe Sterling

nOVeMBer 17
Rafael Brinner

Milah Gammon
Molly Hersh 

Katherine Scout Kauffman
David Marinoff 

nOVeMBer 19
Casey Baum 

Harriett Feltman 
Peter Gertler 
Amily Huang 
Jeremy Simon

nOVeMBer 20
Andrea Futter 
Eve Grossman 

Alexander Katsman 
Lori Morris 

Casey Shea Dinkin

nOVeMBer 21
Isabelle Ziegler

nOVeMBer 22
Cole Bloomfield
Michael Egger 
Joel Garfinkle 
Justin Graham 

David Joseph-Goteiner
Amy Kittiver-Kay 
Sandy Margolin 
Eugene Myers 

nOVeMBer 23
Ezra Kotovsky
Talia Kotovsky

Laura Wildmann 

nOVeMBer 24
Aron Rosenberg 

Marshall Wildmann

nOVeMBer 25
Danna Gillette-Pascal

Natalya Zatkin 

nOVeMBer 26
Zoe Graham

nOVeMBer 27
Rosalind Harder 
Nathan Levine
Steven Pascal 

nOVeMBer 28
Haydn Wolfers

nOVeMBer 29
Leyla Brinner-Sulema

Paul Silberstein 
Laura Tucker 

nOVeMBer 30
Gemma Null

November Birthdays

B
’n

ai
 M

it
zv

ot elana Yael Sasson – november 22, 2008
For those of you who have never met me, it is possible that you have heard my voice, 
because I am usually talking and singing loudly. I love music and have been taking 
piano and voice lessons for several years, as well as studying musical theatre. I also 
play competitive soccer, and read, which is one of my quieter activities. I am in the 
7th grade at The Athenian School.
My parasha is Hayei Sarah, or the Life of Sarah. The middle section, which we read 
this year, is actually about Rebecca who becomes Isaac’s wife after satisfying criteria 
set for her. Rebecca performs great acts of kindness and hospitality, which set a stan-
dard for everyone. My haftarah is about King David and the conflicts between his 
sons for honor and succession to the throne. Both readings are about the transition of 
responsibility to the next generation, which also applies to me and my Bat Mitzvah.
At my Bat Mitzvah I am honoring the memory of Polcia Swinder, daughter of Masha 
and Wolf, who was born in 1934 in Warsaw, Poland and killed at 9 years old during 
the Shoah. Over one and a half million children, like Polcia, died in the Holocaust. My Bat Mitzvah is living proof 
that the plan to annihilate the Jewish people in Europe 60 years ago did not succeed and that the memory of those 
lost can live on.
I send special thanks to Deborah Sosebee for being a wonderful tutor, to Rabbi Bloom for helping me with my drash, 
and to my Grandmother Barbara Rothblatt for driving me home from Hebrew School and making me a beautiful  
tallit bag to commemorate this day.
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life cycles

CHeSHVan 3-9
November 1-7
Emil Goodman
Lewis Herskovitz
Samuel Platoff
Simon Sanders
Jeanette Somers
Herb Drapkin
Sam Garfinkle
Siegfried Sanders
Dave Siver
Morris Triebwasser
Ben W. Wisott
Sam Fox
Maurice Freimark
Mae Rosen
Hanna Tsifrin
Harry Diamond
Lisbeth Gross
Su Huang
Samuel Kaplan
Robert Schechter
Mildred Stone
Annette Barany
Henry Garfinkle
Henry Schmulowitz

CHeSHVan 10-16
November 8-14
Elizabeth Dienstag
Jules Geverrtz
Lizzie Gevertz
Rosebud Silver
Herman Spritzer
Harry Cohen
Hy Glick
Marcus Jacob Klein
Herman Bernard Kraft 
Mendel Piser
Isaac Sevi

Ann Gertrude Shapiro
Fred Kastel
Kenneth Rotman
Paulette Sevi
Yeshuah Sinai
Fagge Tova Kuff
Norman Bookin
Clarence Marcus
Simring Okh
Lena Snow
Zohra Benisty
Paula Dickman
Elsa Elkin
Frances Isaacs
Roger Martin
Morris Mauskopf
Marion Weller
Molly Bluer
Morris Lasar
Mary Louise Tenery
Helen Wasserman

CHeSHVan 17-23
November 15-21
Ida Lazerwitz
Moris Muskopf
Emma Shaffer
Blanche Sosebee
H. Rowland Carter
Nathan Engleberg
Sidney Rosenthal
Chaim Brzozowsky
Karl Kraus
Bertha Rosenblatt
Lillian Davidson 
Herszel Herszman
Benjamin Mutnick
Yehuda Breslov
Dorothy Wood
Minnie Markovitz

Jeanette Gohd Taylor
Bertha Heimy
Sarah Morofsky
Anna Ramek
Isadore Scheinberg
Meyer Schulack

CHeSHVan 24-30
November 22-28
Bill Biglovsky
Morris Goldman
Frieda Levine Jacobs
Isadore Scheinberg
Gertrude Lazar Landy
Herman Rosenthal
Geraldine Turchen
Alfonse Feibelman
Samuel Felberbaum
Irene Elizabeth Flick
Bernard Kasdan
Joseph Malnick
Max Pactor
Hezghia Saidan
Augusta Saretsky Weinberger
Mervin Gochman
Rose Quittman
Morris Weiss
Henrietta Cherry
Morris Isaacson
Arthur Myers
Rosa Quittman
Arthur Schechtman
Samuel Ash
Sam Clar
Meyer Cohen
Sarah Epstein
Marvin Goldberg
Rose Kontrovich
Helmut Stein
Irving Goldman

Patricia Nightengale
Freda Rubenstein
Augusta Saretsky Weinberger

KISleV 1-8
November 29-December 5
Max Gershenson
Anne Bosniak Goldberg
Stanley Hershman
Esther DeKoven
Charlene Eberhart
Pearl Kasdan-Jonas
Joseph Landowitz
Joseph Papo
Irvin Weller
John Whitten
Marietta Wulff
David Aarons
Henry Brott
Esther Dubrow
Mary Feltman
Arlene Frances Freeman
Rebecca Kerns
Joseph Okh
Abraham Shaffer
David Benisty
Paul Hertz
Max Gevertz
Leo and Esther Ramek
Hilda Fankuchen 
Gussie Goldstein 
Isaac Marcus 
Max Marovitz
Leah Stamer
Phyllis Marjorie Cowan
June Reingold Fleck
Harry Grossfield 
Harry Grossman
Herman Roth
Dorothy Sholin

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

Memorial Plaque: Due to construction of TBA’s new elevator, one of our 
Yizkor Boards has been moved.  To find the new location of a plaque that has been 
moved, contact Pinky in the TBA office at ext. 28. Anyone wishing to purchase a 

memorial plaque, please contact Pinky.

November Yahrzeits

Recent Deaths  
in Our  

Community

Saul Ogman, father of Barbara Ogman
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WASSERMAN SPEAKER SERIES • SAVE THE DATE

Author Joshua Braff —
Chanukah, Baalei Teshuva, and Peep Shows

December 6, 11:30 A.M. (approximately)
Joshua Braff is the author of the critically acclaimed novel  

The Unthinkable Thoughts of Jacob Green and the short story  
“The Blue Team,” which appears in a Chanukah anthology  

entitled How to Spell Chanukah and Other Dilemmas.  

He is currently working on a novel centered around a Baal Teshuva 
(newly religious Jew) and a peep show theatre based in New York. 

Josh is married to Jill, has two children, Henry and Ella,  
and lives right here in Oakland.


