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Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930

e-Mail admin@tbaoakland.org
Gan avraham 763-7528

Bet Sefer 663-1683

STaFF

rabbi (ext. 13) Mark Bloom
Cantor (ext. 18) Richard Kaplan

Gabai David Galant
executive Director (ext. 14) Art Rosenberg
Office Coordinator (ext. 10) Aliza Schechter

Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon
Gan avraham Director Wendy Siver

Bookkeeper (ext. 15) Christine Tripod 
Custodians (ext. 11) Joe Lewis, Dennis Moore

Kindergym/Toddler Program Dawn Margolin 547-7726
Volunteers (ext. 29) Herman & Agnes Pencovic

OFFICerS

President  Rick Heeger 336-3044
Vice President Stacy Margolin 482-3153 
Vice President Jerry Levine 336-0565
Vice President Curt Schacker 985-1646 
Vice President Stephen Shub 339-3614 

Secretary  Laura Wildmann 601-9571
Treasurer  Marshall Langfeld 769-6970

COMMITTeeS & OrGanIzaTIOnS

If you would like to contact the committee chairs,  
please contact the synagogue office for phone numbers  
and e-mail addresses.

adult education Women of TBA (Open)
Bet Sefer Parents Miriam Green

Bet Sefer Subcommittee Barbara Gross
Centennial Fund raising Paul & Flo Raskin and 

Alan & Cheryl Silver
Centennial Steering Committee Sandy Margolin

Chesed Warren Gould
Development Laura Wildmann 

Dues evaluation Marshall Langfeld
endowment Fund Herman Pencovic

Finance Marshall Langfeld
Gan avraham Parents Andrea Futter and 

Jo Ilfeld
Gan avraham Subcommittee Samantha Spielman

House Stephen Shub
Israel affairs David Marinoff
Membership Stacy Margolin and 

Jill Rosenthal
Men’s Club Eric Friedman

Publicity & Promotion Sally Ann Berk
ritual Sally Ann Berk

Schools Stacy Margolin 
Social action Bryan Schwartz

Torah Fund Anne Levine
Tree of life Open

Web Site Outi Gould
Women of TBa Open

Youth Steve Fankuchen

directory

Services Schedule
Services Location Time

Monday & Thursday 
   Morning Minyan Chapel 8:00 a.m.
Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) Chapel 6:15 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.

Candle Lighting (Friday)
December 5 4:32 p.m.
December 12 4:33 p.m.
December 19 4:35 p.m.
December 26 4:39 p.m.
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December 13 Vayishlach
December 20 Vayeshev
December 27 Miketz
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chanukah party

Started this month, we have removed the What’s Happening Page.  Notices about special events are scattered throughout 
the Omer and a list of weekly events is posted on our website at www.tbaoakland.org.
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Wonder of Wonders
The musical Fiddler on the Roof has many great songs in it, but perhaps none is more inspiring than 
Wonder of Wonders, Miracle of Miracles.  In this song, Motel the Tailor compares his own miracle 
of love to Daniel escaping the lion’s den, the tumbling of the walls of Jericho, the stiffening of 
Pharaoh’s heart, the parting of the Red Sea, David and Goliath, and manna from Heaven. 
The point of the song is that finding true love is every bit as miraculous for Motel as the events 
recorded in the Bible.  And, if we are open to it, most of us are blessed enough to witness several of 
those moments throughout our lives—the birth of a child, the beauty of a sunrise, the discovery of a 
friendship.  Our rabbinic sages asked us to begin every day by acknowledging the miraculous of the 
every day when they wrote the prayer Modeh Ani:  “I am thankful before You, Sovereign, living and 
eternal, for restoring my soul to me in mercy.”
Sometimes it is more difficult than others to express this kind of appreciation, but my hope and 
prayer is that each of us can learn to appreciate the miracles in our every day lives.  In the meantime, 
take a trip down memory lane and enjoy the magnificent lyrics penned by Sheldon Harnick.
Wonder of wonders, miracle of miracles- 
God took a Daniel once again, 
Stood by his and side and- miracle of miracles-  
Walked him through the lion’s den!
Wonder of wonders, miracle of miracles- 
I was afraid that God would frown, 
But, like He did so long ago, at Jericho, 
God just made a wall fall down!
When Moses softened Pharaoh’s heart, that was a miracle. 
When God made the waters of the Red Sea part, that was a miracle too! 
But of all God’s miracles, large and small, 
The most miraculous one of all  
Is that out of a worthless lump of clay, 
God has made a man today.
Wonder of wonders, miracle of miracles- 
God took the tailor by the hand 
Turned him around and, miracle of miracles, led him to the promised land! 
When David slew Goliath (yes!), that was a miracle. 
When God gave us manna in the wilderness, that was a miracle too. 
But of all God’s miracles, large and small, 
The most miraculous one of all  
Is the one I thought could never be:  
God has given you to me.

Understanding Jewish Mourning Rituals from Two Angles
December 7 and 14, 10 a.m., TBA Chapel  

with Rabbi Mark Bloom and Dr. Warren Gould
A Rabbi and a Psychologist team up for this workshop on Jewish mourning rituals:  keriah, shiva, 
shloshim, and everything that goes along with them.  We will explore the meaning of these rituals from 
both Jewish and psychological angles as well as see where the religion and psychology intersect.

from the rabbi
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president’s message
Presidentially Speaking
By Rick Heeger

Talk about life’s little miracles. I spent election 
night at an Executive Committee meeting. At 
a few minutes after eight o’clock, someone at 
the table held up his Blackberry. He had just 
received a text from his daughter, telling him 
that Barack Obama had reached 270 electoral 
votes and was projected to be the next president. 
The text just said, “Obama won.”  I said some-
thing like, “Okay,” and nodded my head, and we 
continued with the meeting. 
Okay? Really? That’s it, just okay? I do not 
believe that that adequately describes how I was 
feeling. I was elated. I was relieved. I felt good. 
We finished the meeting and carpooled home. 
The car was silent as we listened to President-
elect Obama’s victory speech. The eloquent, sim-
ple speech offered promise and hope. Halfway 
through the trip from Alameda to the Oakland 
hills, the traffic slowed to a crawl. We’d come 
across revelers yelling in the street and waving 
(and probably selling) Obama t-shirts. We didn’t 
buy, but we waved and gave the thumbs up as 
we passed. 
I feel very good about my country right now. We 
decided this time to go with the smartest guy 
in the room. We decided that intelligence and 
thoughtfulness are indeed virtues and not vices. 
I’ve listened to Barack Obama speak – not just 

in speeches but also off-the-cuff. He says things 
that I hear myself thinking. I’ve never been 
accused of being the smartest guy in the room, 
but I do have my head on straight and I’m glad 
to have a president who is curious, who wants 
to learn, and who can lead by sharing ideas and 
inspiring sacrifice. 
There was a major effort to make Jews afraid of 
Obama, but in the end he won 78 percent of 
the Jewish vote. And, as his first major decision 
as president-elect, he chose a son of an Israeli 
for his chief of staff. I don’t think that Israel or 
Jews anywhere have reason to fear an Obama 
administration. Like presidents before him, 
Republicans and Democrats, he will be a friend 
to Israel. 
This is going to be okay. I believe that a 
President Obama has no interest in taking any-
one’s money away. He’s not going to snatch away 
guns, burn flags or insist that everyone have an 
abortion. He is as likely to disappoint his sup-
porters as his detractors. We’re a tough country 
to govern. But I have confidence that he under-
stands our present condition and will seek good 
counsel when he doesn’t. 
We elected an African-American as president. 
A community organizer. Miracle? I don’t know. 
Can something be a miracle when there was no 
good reason for it not to happen? 

WASSERMAN SPEAKER SERIES
December 6, 11:30 a.m. (approximately)

Author Joshua Braff
Chanukah, Baalei Teshuva, and Peep Shows

Joshua Braff is the author of the critically  
acclaimed novel The Unthinkable Thoughts  

of Jacob Green and the short story The Blue Team,  
which appears in a Chanukah anthology entitled  
How to Spell Chanukah and Other Dilemmas.  

He is currently working on a novel centered  
around a Baal Teshuva (newly religious Jew)  
and a peep show theatre based in New York. 

Josh is married to Jill, has two children,  
Henry and Ella, and lives right here in Oakland.
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editor’s message

the

OMER
We cheerfully accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the first of the month preceding publication. 

editor in Chief Lori Rosenthal
Managing editor & 
Traffic Coordinator

Shira Weisbach

layout & Design Jessica Sterling
Calendars Jon Golding

B’nai Mitzvah editor Susan Simon
Midrasha editor Open

Cover David Avidor

upcoming 
themes:

January
Winter Ruminations

February
The “Green” Issue

Copy editors Jessica Dell’Era, Charles Feltman, Lisa Fernandez, Nadine 
Joseph, Richard Kauffman, Jan Silverman, Debbie Spangler, 
James Wakeman

Proofreaders June Brott, Jessica Dell’Era, Lisa Fernandez, Richard Kauffman, 
Outi Gould, Jeanne Korn, Stephen Shub, Susan Simon,  
Debbie Spangler, Shira Weisbach

Distribution Herman Pencovic, Pola Silver, Gertrude Veiss 
Help From People like you!

Mailing address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610
e-Mail omer@tbaoakland.org

Miraculous Moments
By Lori Rosenthal

Life is feeling pretty out of balance to me these 
days. On the one hand, the election we just went 
through gives me an incredible feeling of opti-
mism and awe. Barack Obama being elected as 
the United States’ first African-American presi-
dent is a stunning outcome to a too-long and 
too-ugly election process.  The fact that Obama 
appointed Rahm Emanuel as his Chief of Staff, 
a Jewish, day-school educated boychick with an 
Israeli parent, makes the victory feel even sweet-
er.  Yes, we live in a country of unlimited possi-
bilities and hope is in the air.  At the same time, 
economic disaster feels like it is lurking around 
every corner.  When I open the newspaper each 
morning, I brace myself for the negative reports 
that I will find. More business layoffs, cutbacks, 
bankruptcies, are becoming daily events, the 
stock market is declining in a way that makes 
me wonder how low it can go, and I can’t even 
bear to open my quarterly 401K statements.  
Who knows what the future will bring?  
That is where everyday miracles fit in. While so 
much of what happens is out of our control, let 
us at least celebrate the wonderful moments that 
do occur.  They are different for all of us, but 

they are magical nonetheless.  Personally, I am 
tremendously grateful for the wonderful people 
who are involved in my life, many of them right 
here at TBA, and the wonderful moments we 
share together. I am forever grateful to my fam-
ily for their love and support, and for my health, 
which I have learned not to take for granted.  In 
a more lighthearted way, but just as miraculous, 
I am grateful for persimmon season, and the 
existence of Jon Stewart and the Daily Show.  
Each of these items contributes greatly to my 
feelings of well being.  
This month’s Omer entries provide food for 
thought on gratitude, everyday miracles, and 
the great miracle we celebrate this month - 
Chanukah.  The Rabbi points our attention 
to Miracle of Miracles the song Motel sings in 
Fiddler on the Roof. Anne Levine shares how 
she expresses her daily gratitude through free-
form prayer.  Wendy Siver explains how to tell 
the story of Chanukah to Gan-aged children, 
and Susan Simon challenges us to practice our 
Judaism publicly and proudly.  
I hope the items in this Omer will cause you 
to pause for a moment and reflect on things in 
your life for which you too are grateful.  It is 
something we don’t do often enough in life. 
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wtba, our sisterhood

Joint TBA and Hadassah book club 
will read The Zookeeper’s Wife by 
Diane Ackerman.  Discussion will 
take place Monday, December 1, 
2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the home 
of Judy Kelly.  Please RSVP to 
Judy at judyakelly@comcast.net or 
510-531-6072.

The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan 
will go back to being our January 
selection.  We’ll meet Monday, 
January 5, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the home of Joel and Leah 
Goldberg.  Please RSVP to Leah 
and Joel at 510-339-2560 or 
cogniznt@gmail.com.

A Pigeon and A Boy by Meir 
Shalev will be our choice for the 
end of February or so since it 
comes out in paperback January 
6, 2009.  We’ll choose a date on 
December 1st.

Pot Luck Shabbat  
is Here!

brought to you by the Women of TBA

Would you enjoy sharing Shabbat  
or one of the holidays in your home 

with other TBA members? 

Let us know if you would be willing to 
host new TBA members for a Shabbat 

dinner, lunch, or holiday meal.

Want to host but not sure  
you have the time?

Talk to our Pot Luck Shabbat coordi-
nator to learn how to simplify the eve-
ning for yourself and create a comfort-

able experience for your guests.

Looking for an invitation as a guest?

Write or call our Pot Luck Shabbat 
coordinator Anya Wayne, and she will 
find you a match: anyawayne@gmail.

com or (510) 733-2508.

Women on the Move ‘08 – ‘09
Get out of the house on a Sunday morning and let the 
others fend for themselves! 

Join WTBA the second Sunday of each month as we 
hike in our gorgeous nearby woods for an hour and 
a half. We always start at 10:00, are back to the 
start by 11:30 and don’t do anything that requires 
Olympian fitness.

Why come? Because it’s nice to take some time for 
yourself, because the women in our shul are great to 
spend time with, and because you can finally bring 
your dog to a synagogue event.

December 14: Palos Colorados trail in 
Joaquin Miller (dogs theoretically on 
leash)

January 11: East Ridge trail in 
Redwood

For details, contact Judith Klinger 
at kcurls@sbcglobal.net or (510) 
482-1609.

TBA BOOK CLUB
Save the Date & Start Reading!
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women of tba, our sisterhood

Save the Date! 
Join us for our WTBA Shabbat as we celebrate 

Lev v‘Nefesh – Heart and Soul
January 10, 2009 • Services at 9:30 a.m.

 
Mussar – Transforming our Relationships - with Carol Robinson 

(This program is open to all those interested and will be held in the Chapel following the Kiddush)

The Women of TBA invite all our congregants to attend a very special Shabbat honoring the heart and soul that  
the women of our congregation bring to our community. 
This promises to be an inspirational Shabbat with women of all ages and backgrounds coming together to lead our  
congregation in prayer. This is not just a Shabbat of women doing what we do every Shabbat.  It is a chance to open  
our hearts to Torah and fill our souls with the power of community.

Contact Maya Rath jringmrath@sbcglobal.net or (510) 652-6277  
and Anne Levine annelevine@earthlink.net or (510) 336-0565.

Taste of Chocolate event … Yum!!!
Last month, 30 WTBA members participated in our Taste of Chocolate 
event, led by Anya Wayne, TBA member and owner of Bellatrix 
Confections.  Anya walked us through hundreds of years of chocolate-
making history, and then tested our palates on pieces ranging in cacao 
content from 100% to 41%. While the aromas ranged from fruity to 
honey to caramel-like, the tastes were all wonderful.  Thanks to Anne 
Levine for planning the event and Robyn Hodess for hosting. 
For information about joining WTBA (formerly Sisterhood), contact 
the Synagogue office.

Saturday evening

January 24, 2009

Annual–

and exceptional
–TBA Gala Gourmet

Always a  
popular and  

delicious event!

s

s

s

s
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adult education/wtba 
December 6 11:30 a.m. (approximately)
Wasserman Speaker Series
Joshua Braff – Chanukah, Ba’alei Teshuva, and Peep Shows. 
Light up the first Shabbat of Kislev by joining us for services 
and listening to author Joshua Braff.  Mr. Braff is the author 
of the critically acclaimed novel, The Unthinkable Thoughts 
of Jacob Green. He is currently at work on a novel centered 
around a ba’al teshuva (newly religious Jew), and a peep show 
theater in New York. It should make for an entertaining 
morning.

December 7, 14, 10 a.m.
Understanding Jewish Mourning Ritual in the 
Chapel
Join Rabbi Bloom and psychologist Warren Gould as they 
team up for this two day workshop on Jewish mourning ritu-
als.  The class will cover keriah, shiva, shloshim and everything 
that goes with them.  Participants will explore the meaning of 
these rituals from both Jewish and psychological angles as well 
as see where the religion and psychology intersect.
RSVP to the synagogue office 510 832-0936

every Wednesday, 9 a.m. 
Tanach Study at the Woodminster Cafe 
This year, however, we are continuing past the Torah part 

of the Tanach or Hebrew Bible, beginning with the book of 
Joshua.  All levels of knowledge welcome. The café is at  
5020 Woodminster Lane in Oakland.

Thursdays in December, 10 a.m.
East Bay Jewish Forum
December 4 – The Bielski Partisans and Others Who Defied 
Hitler, presented by Mitch Braff, executive director of the 
Jewish Partisan Educational Foundation.  Come hear the 
fascinating history and importance of the Jewish Partisans in 
our recent history.
December 11 – The Rise of Extremism and the Arab-
Israeli Conflict, presented by Dr. Noel Kaplowitz. Professor 
Kaplowitz has taught International Relations and Middle 
East Affairs at the University of California at Berkeley, 
UCLA, and UC Davis.  His research includes hundreds of 
hours of in-depth interviews with Arab and Israeli leaders on 
their national self-images, perceptions of the other, and atti-
tudes towards issues in conflict. 
December 18 – Darkness and Light: Toward an Inner 
Chanukah through Music with Cantor Richard Kaplan. 
You have heard him on the bimah and joined him for Raza 
deShabbat. Take this opportunity to hear him speak and share 
the power of music to connect us to our rich Jewish tradition.
Meets in the Chapel $10 at the door, $125 for the series

lev v’nefesh: With all our Heart, and all Our Soul
Words of the V’ahavtah - one of the first prayers we learn as Jews, call us to love G-d from the deepest part of ourselves 
and with all our strength.  How can we demonstrate our commitment to G-d and our Jewish community?

Support Torah Fund!
This year’s Torah Fund pin is a design that makes clear the connection of heart and soul, body and mind that make us 
whole.  But simply feeling has never been enough in Jewish tradition.  Jews are called on to act - it is through the acts of 
mitzvot that we create harmony in ourselves and strength in the Jewish community. Enrich the Jewish community with 
the mitzvah of giving.
Be a proud owner of the 5769 Torah Fund pin with your contribution of $180. Honor friends and family with a dona-
tion of any amount and they will receive one of several cards acknowledging your gift to them and Conservative Judaism.
Torah Fund contributions support students at The Jewish Theological Seminary, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, 
Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies in Israel and the Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano.
With our support Torah Fund helps these students become: 

•	 Rabbis	who	offer	wisdom	and	leadership		 
•	 Hazzanim, or cantors, who enhance the beauty and depth of our prayers   
•	 Educators	who	bring	the	richness	of	our	heritage	to	our	children		 
•	 Professors	of	Jewish	studies	at	our	universities	and	colleges		 
•	 Professionals	with	deep	Jewish	knowledge	on	staff	at	our	camps	and	other	 
 community service agencies.   
•	 Lay	leaders	who	are	informed,	educated,	and	committed	Jews

Your contribution strengthens the Conservative/Masorti movement throughout the world.
Show your support today - contact Anne Levine, Torah Fund Chair, annelevine@earthlink.net 
or (510) 336-0565 to donate.
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men’s club
Men’s Club Update
By Eric Friedman

Dads and kids had a blast at Fairyland on a beautiful autumn 
afternoon in November, while the moms were off sampling 
fine chocolates with the WTBA.  Besides the classic attrac-
tions, we took in the magic of Maggie the Magician and a 
puppet show, Coppelia, the Doll with the Porcelain Eyes.  Some 
of the bigger kids finished out the afternoon with a sailboat 
ride on Lake Merritt.  Thanks to everyone who made it out!
Phil Hankin, Ben Persin, and Dave Mendelsohn put on 
another successful Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament.  These 
tournaments are arranged in partnership with the Federation’s 
Young Leadership Division, and are that rarest of synagogue 
fundraisers in that they actually bring in dollars from beyond 
our membership.  Every dollar we raise goes to the benefit 
of the synagogue, so please consider joining in the fun at the 
next tournament.
The annual Thanksgiving Day Brunch featuring Egg mit 
Onion was once again a smash hit with the Minyanaires.  

Chefs David Lenik, Welch Warren, and Neil Weinstein 
deserve our thanks for their splendid cooking. Men’s Club 
Shabbat is on Saturday, December 13, followed by a terrific 
luncheon in the social hall.  Opportunities to participate 
abound, so contact Jon Shuster if interested.
With the election out of the way, Barry Barnes will once 
again be coordinating Sunday pick-up basketball games on 
College Ave. in Rockridge.  Games are friendly, but they 
are competitive and common sense, and the laws of physics 
require that we restrict play to adults only, please.  Contact 
Barry for date and time – there is a cost to defray rental of 
the court, and some have been known to slip across the street 
for a post game beer or two.
Shlemiels on Skis returns!  Contact Jon Shuster, Barry 
Rotman, or Ben Stiegler for more information on this fun 
outing.
Got an idea for a Men’s Club event?  We’re always interested!  
Contact me or any member of the Men’s Club Board to chat.

TBA Blanket/ 
Coat Drive: 
Do a Mitzvah for the  
Secular New Year

During the Jewish New Year,  
we read in the Yom Kippur  
haftarah Isaiah’s description 
(Isaiah 58:6-7) of the Eternal’s 
chosen fast:

To unlock the fetters of wicked-
ness, and untie the cords of the yoke, to let the oppressed  
go free; To break off every yoke. It is to share your bread  
with the hungry,and to take the wretched poor into your 
home; When you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to 
ignore your own kin.

As we approach the season of secular New Year resolutions, 
remember our resolutions from the Jewish New Year. Help 
clothe the needy, and provide them warmth during cold  
winter months. Please clear your closets, attics, and storage 
units -  gather your blankets and coats now, and bring them 
to TBA. TBA will donate your generous contributions to  
charities within the community.

Top Ten  
Chanukah Holiday  

movie rentals.
 10. The Rocky Hora Picture Show 

 9. Yenta in a Blue Dress 

 8. Rabbi Scissorhands 

 7. Seven - but for you, 6.50 

 6. Matzo Impossible 

 5. Goy Story 

 4. Mensch and Menschability 

 3. The Mirror Has Two Faces -  
but for you, 1-3/4 

 2. The Hunchback of  
Temple Beth Israel 

 1. Prelude to a Briss



9

israeli art exhibit

Temple Beth Abraham
327 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland CA 94610

Proudly presents

Israeli Art  
Exhibit & Sale

on

February 19 - February 22, 2009

Featuring original oil paintings, watercolors, lithographs and etchings.  
This exhibition and sale will include 1500 works of art by 100 Israeli artists.

Thursday, February 19 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Friday, February 20 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 21 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 22 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Mark your calendars! Don’t miss this event!
For more information, call 510-832-0936.

Join us in supporting Israeli artists and Israel by visiting  
the show and purchasing a unique work of art.
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everyday miracles
Mitzvot – the everyday Miracles
By Anne Levine

I don’t know about you, but I am not in my lifetime really 
expecting to see a miracle the magnitude of, say, the parting 
of the Red Sea. If G_d is still intimately involved with us, it 
would seem that G_d has decided that although awe inspir-
ing miracles get our attention for a while, like the Israelites, 
within a few days we are on to the next sound byte, so why 
bother. Where does this leave us at a time our world surely 
could use a miracle or two?
It leaves us with Mitzvot. There are 613 official Mitzvot 
identified in the Torah and even more when we translate the 
word mitzvah as a good deed. How do we sort through the 
613 to find those that we can use in our lives each day to 
bring about a miracle?  
These Mitzvot are often sorted into two types, ritual Mitzvot, 
which are a part of our relationship to G_d like prayer, and 
ethical Mitzvot, which have to do with our relationship to 
each other. My everyday miracle falls under the category of 
ritual Mitzvot – it is prayer.  
My morning prayer service is not formal and it is integrated 
into the routine of my morning although it does have three 
distinct parts. Part One is brief and to the point. Most morn-
ings when I wake up I say to myself “Thank you G_d. Thank 
you for getting my family safely through the night, for giving 
me a night of uninterrupted sleep and for giving me a new 
day.”  This takes maybe 60 seconds and then I am on my way 
to a secular miracle – the automatic coffee pot with timer!
Part Two is slightly longer - By 6:45 a.m. I am fully engaged 
in waking the household and prodding a reluctant pre-teen 
out of her bed to ensure an on-time arrival at school. If you 
have had the experience of waking a teen or pre-teen, you 
know it is a bit like trying to nail Jello to a tree. This is my 
daily dose of humility – reminding me that I cannot control 
another person. It is also my daily opportunity to add the 
twelve-step serenity prayer to my morning service.
“G_d grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
control, the courage to change the things I can and the wis-
dom to know the difference – direct me to do your will, not 
mine this day.” When I remember to say these words, silently, 
sometimes repeatedly throughout the morning routine and 
day, there is always a release, a change in the rhythm of the 
day, a shift within me that moves the situation along. This 
shift is a daily miracle. It doesn’t mean my pre-teen bounces 

out of bed with an energetic smile or that I have a sudden 
insight that allows me to come up with the perfect motiva-
tional phrase. The miracle is that after focusing on this prayer 
I am moved out of my own way and find myself moving on 
to the next task, not engaging in the familiar power struggle. 
Part Three of my morning prayer service is what I call the 
Baruch Atahs. This began as a carpool ritual with my children 
when they were in pre-school. Using the familiar words and 
tune of Birkhot Hashashar, we would take turns saying what 
we were thankful for. Many rounds were given over to the 
mundane, thanking G_d for Pokemon, American Girl, and 
various electronic devices, but from time to time I would 
hear my children say “Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheynu Melech 
Ha’olam for giving me a loving family.” Or giving them 
friends, or the blue skies. Whatever the content of the bless-
ing this prayer time inevitably makes me feel better, gives me 
a more positive beginning, and can transform a hectic, frus-
trating morning into a more relaxed and pleasant experience. 
If that isn’t an everyday miracle I don’t know what is.
As we move into the longer nights of Kislev, we have the 
opportunity to light our way with the everyday miracles of 
ethical Mitzvot. 
Welcome a Stranger – Offer to host a Pot Luck Shabbat 
dinner, lunch or latke dinner! WTBA can make fulfilling 
this Mitzvah fun and stress free.  Contact Anya Wayne (any-
awayne@gmail.com or (510) 733-2508) to put yourself in 
our host database. Welcoming others to your home leads to a 
greater sense of community for you and your guests.  
Tzedakah – Crack open your Tzedakah Box. If you have 
children, invite them to count the money. Make a list of 
organizations you would like to support and donate.
Social Action – Temple Beth Abraham’s Social Action 
Committee has a variety of ways for you to transform your 
compassion into action and miracles. Donate gently used 
clothes or a blanket to the December Clothing and Blanket 
Drive.  Contact Beth Scroggins (drbethgs@comcast.net or 
(510) 521-0464) to donate and to help with the project. 
Whether you think of Mitzvot as commandments or as good 
deeds, I encourage you to transform your compassionate feel-
ing into compassionate action. It is through prayer and our 
willingness to take on the ethical mitzvot of helping others, 
being moved to action by our compassion that we can bring 
G_d’s unconditional goodness into the world and effect mira-
cles, large and small.

“G_d grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot control, the courage to 
change the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference – direct me to do 
your will, not mine this day.”
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volunteering 
Congratulations to anne levine, TBa’s Outstanding Volunteer
By Lori Rosenthal

Anne Levine has 
touched practi-
cally every aspect 
of our synagogue 
community. From 
assisting with 
membership to 
chairing the pre-
school parents’ 
committee to 
helping to launch 
the first School’s 
Auction as well 
as the Shabbat 
Mishpacha pro-
gram, to leading 
the effort on 
our 100th 
Anniversary 
tribute book to reading Torah. Anne is past president of the TBA Sisterhood, currently serves on its board and has developed 
some of its ongoing programming. Anne is always one of the first names to come up when something really needs to get 
done. Anne walks the walk. Not only that, Anne is a warm and beloved presence at shul, and a friend to everyone. We are 
lucky and honored to call her a part of the TBA family.

Anne Levine receiving her award at the USCJ’s Biennial meeting on November 2.

volunteer bulletin board

Give a New Mom or Dad 
an Hour to Shower

A perfect mitzvah for those with daytime flexibility.

Volunteers needed to provide short daytime sits free of charge to our new moms 
and dads allowing them to shower, get a haircut or just take a walk. 
Interested sitters should contact us at womenoftba@tbaoakland.org.

Do you have time  
to help deliver  

TBA’s new members  
baskets?

If so, please contact me  
at staschm@aol.com  

or by phone (510) 482-3153. 
— Stacy Margolin

Can you find an hour  
each month? a day?

To Volunteer at TBA
Contact: Herman & 
Agnes Pencovic at 

(510) 832-0936, ext. 28.
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gan avraham

Gan Avraham 
Nursery School 

An informational meeting 
for prospective families
(sorry, no childcare available)

Wednesday,  
January 14, 2009 

7:30 p.m.

Gan Avraham Nursery School 
Room 10

Meet with the Gan director 
Wendy Siver to learn about  
the educational philosophy of 
Gan Avraham Nursery School.  
Our program for two-, three-, 
and four-year olds will be  

discussed as well as extended  
day-care options.

Observation appointments
can be made at this time.

Enrollment forms will  
be ready for pick-up. 

RSVP: (510) 763-7528 or 
e-mail Wendy@tbaoakland.org. 

If you are unable to attend, 
please call to schedule a 

January visit.

Creating a Family Chanukah Tradition 
By Wendy Siver, Gan Avraham Director

This year we light the first Chanukah candle on Sunday, December 21. 
While we will not be at school during the week of Chanukah, the two 
weeks prior children will spend time lighting candles, playing dreidel, 
making latkes, and eating sufganiot (jelly donuts fried in oil, an Israeli 
favorite). 
If you have young children, you might want to take this time to think 
about and develop a family vision for Chanukah. You can create your 
own family rituals and traditions, like inviting another family to celebrate 
with you, cooking latkes together, or playing dreidel. You might want 
to create a family tradition of giving tzedakah one night of Chanukah (a 
good way to introduce even the youngest children to the concept of giv-
ing, not just receiving). Or have a storytelling night: Tell your children 
the story of Chanukah. To help you get started, here is the version of the 
Chanukah story we tell at the Gan: 

A long, long time ago, before I was born, before your mom-
mies and daddies were born, before your grandmas and grandpas 
were born, a very long time ago, there was a beautiful building in 
Jerusalem, in Israel, called the Temple. It was a special place for the 
Jewish people; it was where the Torahs were kept. 

The Assyrian soldiers took the Temple away from the Jews and said that 
they could not go there to see the Torahs. They said they could not do 
Jewish things: No more studying Torah, no more celebrating Shabbat, 
no more praying to God. This made Judah Maccabee and his family 
and friends very angry. Finally some of the Jews  ––Judah Maccabee and 
his helpers we call the Maccabees––made the Assyrian soldiers leave 
the Temple. The Jewish people were very excited, but when they went 
inside, the Temple was a mess. There were even animals living in the 
Temple! Well, they cleaned it all up and made it look beautiful. When it 
was clean and the people wanted to light the Ner Talmid, the Maccabees 
found only a little bit of oil for the lamp––enough to burn for one day. 
They poured the little bit of oil into the Ner Talmid and lit it. When they 
went to sleep the next day, they expected the lamp would go out, but 
when they got up the next morning, the lamp was still burning! It had 
burned for two days. That night when they went to sleep, they thought 
it couldn’t burn another day, there was so little oil, but you know what? 
It burned for three days! (Repeat up to eight days or as long as your child 
stays involved.) After eight days they were able to get some more oil to 
keep the Ner Talmid burning. The Jewish people were so happy that the 
little bit of oil had burned for eight days that they decided to celebrate 
the miracle every year––Chanukah! 
If you know children who will be turning two years old by October 31, 
2009 and are interested in attending Gan Avraham, please have them call 
Wendy Siver at (510) 763-7528. 
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bet sefer
What To Do On My Chanukah Vacation?
By Susan Simon, Bet Sefer Director

Pretty odd sounding title for an article, huh?  We never say 
“Chanukah vacation.”  We talk about our Winter break, or 
we call it by that other very un-Jewish name – but no one 
calls it a Chanukah vacation. I have to admit, I never have, 
either.  Is it because we live in a world where non-Jews would 
look at us as though we were from Mars if we did? Probably, 
but we do so many other things that make us stand out as 
Jews – from wearing a mezuzah or star of David around our 
necks, to putting a chanukiah in the window of our home; 
from building a sukkah where our neighbors can see it, to 
bringing matza to work and school during Pesach.  And yet, 
unless our children attend a Jewish day school, we would 
never think to talk about “Chanukah break.”
Maybe it’s because Chanukah isn’t really a very major Jewish 
holiday.  It isn’t in the Torah because the events that we cel-
ebrate happened long after the death of Moses. Or maybe 
it’s because we’ve never tried it out – it sounds as funny to 
our ears as it would to the ears of our non-Jewish friends.  
And yet, there is also something pretty peculiar about the 
awkwardness we feel each year at this time talking about the 
vacations we are (or wish were) taking.  
Every year when we light those first Chanukah candles, we 
are recreating the miracle of the one-day supply of oil.  That 

first night, the lights seem pretty pathetic – just that one can-
dle and the shamash separated by an empty space.  Eventually 
we have a whole row of brightly lit and dancing flames whose 
light warms our homes and our hearts. 
It is the same thing with education.  When we start with 
our youngest children at Bet Sefer, our students are a little 
like that solitary light on the chanukiah – their parents and 
other family and maybe pre-school teachers have sparked that 
little light, and it is up to us and our community to nurture 
it, make it grow, until collectively, like the lights on the last 
night of Chanukah, we see a whole row of flames, flickering 
brightly with their connection to Judaism.
One way that we, as a community, can help to nurture 
that flame, is to wear our Judaism proudly on our sleeves.  
Practice being Jewish publicly – make sure that your  
chanukiah is visible in your window; wear your Magen David 
proudly and offer latkes and sufganiyot to your friends.  Talk 
about going to services on Shabbat and when you invite 
people for dinner, enthusiastically sing the motzi, even if your 
guests aren’t Jewish.  And just maybe, you can try referring to 
that time when the kids have off from school in December 
as Chanukah break this year.  If you are lucky enough to be 
traveling somewhere, talk about going on a Chanukah vaca-
tion.  In the end, it might help our little lights shine a little 
more brightly.

Youth Group CalenDar 
Please mark your calendars for the following  

future events for kids in Grades 4 - 6:

Sunday, December 14: 
Chanukah party

Sunday, January 25: 
Ice skating

Saturday, February 21: 
Help lead Junior Congregation and social activity

Sunday, March 29: 
Chocolate Seder

Sunday, May 17: 
Final event of year – Day at an amusement park

youth groupkindergym

Kindergym play days
It’s that time of year!! For ALL families with a baby who’s 
crawling or a toddler who’s jumping off everything: Come 
join Dawn Margolin–and bring your friends–to our wonder-
ful weekday classes and on two Sundays this fall for lots of 
fun in our KINDERGYM. We’ll jump, slide, crawl, splash 
and munch as we enjoy all the wonderful play equipment, 
fire engines, playdough, water and parachute play, snack, 
singing, and more. Fridays include a very special getting ready 
for Shabbat with Rabbi Bloom.
Our Sunday Play Days meet 10:30 a.m. -12 noon on 
December 7, and are for ALL families with children  
under 3 years old. 

See you there!!   Dawn Margolin
www.tbaoakland.org/kindergym for more information
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everyday Miracles at Tehiyah
By Debbie Rosenfeld-Caparaz, Tehiyah’s Director of 
Communications

Everyday miracles have been a key part of Tehiyah Day 
School’s growth over the past 29 years. People from a wide 
variety of backgrounds coming together to build a unique 
community is miracle enough. But the small, daily miracles 
are what continue to impress me.
It was a rainy, cold day at the end of October, but inside 
one of our kindergarten classrooms was a warm gathering of 
kindergarteners and their fourth-grade buddies. The fourth-
graders read or produced art projects with their new friends, 
and smiles filled the classroom. Through activities like these, 
kindergarteners know they have joined a special extended 
family that will give them guidance and comfort, and the 
fourth-graders experience the joy of being role models. 
Everyday miracles can also be found among our older stu-
dents. In our computer lab, Elizabeth Addison, our director 
of technology and visual communications, took the fear out 
of learning HTML with a dose of creative teaching in our 
middle school computer class. After students identified them-
selves as either analytical or instinctual, she paired opposite-
style learners together to work on an assignment. By the end 
of the period, everyone grasped the material and felt proud of 
their accomplishments.
Our students and faculty also extend the Tehiyah magic 
beyond our campus. While there are many opportunities to 
rally around school tzedakah projects, many of our students 
embrace the spirit of charitable deeds with their own out-
reach efforts. Recently, for example, one of our eighth-grad-
ers, Michaela, held a stuffed animal drive to benefit victims 
of hurricanes and other natural disasters. 
Tehiyah Day School strives to meet the varying needs of close 

to 300 students each year. We encourage you to visit our 
El Cerrito campus and witness our students celebrating the 
joy of learning. Perfect opportunities are at our daily morn-
ing Modeh Ani assembly or our Chanukah celebration the 
evening of Thursday, December 18. We will also have a kin-
dergarten information brunch on Sunday, January 11, from 
10-11:30 a.m. Childcare will be provided. Feel free to contact 
Amy Utstein at autstein@tehiyah.org or at 510-233-3013 ext. 
239 to schedule a personal tour or for more information.

OHDS Update
By Melanie Marcus

“I am not a teacher, but an awakener”
             Robert Frost, American Poet
It is the moment when a teacher connects with a student, the 
“aha” moment when it all comes together like a small mira-
cle.  Teachers have the power to arouse curiosity, and awaken 
expression and knowledge.  At Oakland Hebrew Day School, 
our talented teachers strive to make small miracles every day 
in their classes. 
Not every child learns the same way and in order to provide 
every student with the chance for success, OHDS offers a 
full time Resource Room.  Our Resource Room educational 
specialists support students, teachers and parents across all 
grades throughout the year.  The school recognizes that chil-
dren learn differently and often need specialized and tailor-
made instruction to help them achieve.  In addition to their 
knowledge of multiple subjects in general and of Judaic stud-
ies, our Resource Room teachers create a safe and intimate 
environment where their students can take risks and stretch 
their minds.  All this sets the stage for small miracles.
One teacher in particular is TBA member, Adi Schacker.  
After teaching Hebrew in grades 2, 3 and 4, Adi moved 
into the Resource Room 
and works hard to make 
learning fun, exciting 
and easier for many stu-
dents who need support 
in Hebrew.  Adi takes 
an ancient language and 
brings it to life.  Students 
who never thought they 
would be able to read 
Hebrew are now reading 
enthusiastically.  In addi-
tion to all her work in 
the Resource Room, Adi 
is one of several teach-
ers working year-round 
to bring Israel closer to 
every student at OHDS.  
Beyond Yom HaZikaron, 
Yom HaAtzmaut and 



15

jewish education 
Yom Yerushalayim, Adi infuses Israeli culture and experience 
into our community.
As we prepare for Chanukah, let us remember all of the 
teachers who have touched us and sparked our inner flame.  
That spark will inspire us to learn for as long as we live.  
Happy Chanukah!
OHDS invites all preschool and kindergarten parents to join 
us for an upcoming K-1st Information Night:
Kindergarten – 1st Grade Information Nights

Tuesday, December 9
Wednesday, January 7
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Parlor Meeting – Parent to Parent

Come ask your questions and hear from current parents
Sunday, December 14th at 5:00 p.m.
At the home of Nicki and Ryan Gilbert
Childcare will be provided
Call for more information and location details,  
(510) 531-8600, ext. 26.
Please join us for an upcoming adult education class. 
Raising Responsible Children

You are welcome to join Meg Zweibeck, RN, CPNP, as she 
provides wisdom on how we can raise more responsible chil-
dren.  This event is for parents only and will take place on 
Tuesday, December 16 from 7:15 - 9:00 a.m.
Why Right Brainers Will Rule The Future

Mark Shinar, OHDS Head of School, will discuss Daniel 
Pink’s new book, A Whole New Mind.  Don’t miss this fasci-
nating and eye-opening discussion on January 12 from  
7:15 - 9:00 p.m.
For more details about these events or to schedule a personal 
tour of campus, contact Melanie Marcus in the admissions 
office at 531-8600, ext. 26 or mmarcus@ohds.org.  All 
events will take place at Oakland Hebrew Day School, 5500 
Redwood Road, Oakland, CA 94619.  For directions, visit 
www.ohds.org.

Contra Costa Jewish Day School
By Dean Goldfein

Working at a school provides many opportunities to witness 
everyday miracles.
The most special are when friendships form early in the fall 
among new families.  As Head of School I am able to see the 
first moments when two five-year-olds decide to sit next to 
each other at choice time.  When you see them four years 
later in the Gold Country panning for gold or, better yet, 
eight years later walking towards the Kotel (western wall of 
the temple), the meaning of those first moments of sitting 

together is even greater.
The comfort with Hebrew emerges in great depth when 
students in the third and fourth grade read the parashah for 
Rosh Chodesh.
I recall the miracle of our first organized basketball game 
some four years ago when, with three minutes left and trail-
ing by eight, we went on an incredible run falling within one 
bucket of victory as a mad fast break off a steal ended with 
the ball bouncing off the back rim and the buzzer sounding, 
a near miracle.
Each year that the all-campus theatrical production opens 
successfully is most certainly an incredible miracle.  To have 
nearly our entire student body involved in some way depends 
on the miracle of parent and staff support.
At last year’s graduation, nearly the whole class from the prior 
year showed up to honor the class that followed them, even 
though we didn’t formally invite them, that was a very special 
miracle.
Finally, this year we are watching the miracle of the comple-
tion of our first school building.  It is growing from the 
ground each day!  Please come by to see us, we’re only about 
fifteen to twenty minutes from TBA! 
You are invited to our next Open House on Sunday, January 
25, 3-5 p.m., and we welcome you to come on our school 
tours: December 10, January 14, and February 4, 9:30-11:30 
a.m., or come visit by appointment.  Please call Amy 
Wittenberg, Admissions Director, (925) 284-8288 or amyw@
ccjds.org to RSVP. More information is available on our web-
site: www.ccjds.org.

Rock N Roll Shabbat
Friday, December 19, 2008  at 6:15 p.m. (no dinner)

Named “soul stirringest  
‘church service’”  

by East Bay Express 
(Best of the East Bay 2005)

“Bloom is blowing a hole  
in tradition with his  14-member rock’n’roll big band”  — East Bay Express

It’s the Bay Area’s most  spirited Shabbat celebration!
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midrasha
Midrasha in Berkeley
By Diane Bernbaum

Many of you know that Midrasha is co-sponsored by 10 
congregations.  We ARE the high school of the Temple Beth 
Abraham, Aquarian Minyan, 
Congregation Beth El, Temple Beth Hillel, Congregation 
Beth Israel, Congregation Beth Jacob, Congregation B’nai 
Israel, Kehilla Community Synagogue, Congregation Netivot 
Shalom and Congregation Sha’ar Zahav.  So although you are 
reading this in your very own synagogue’s newsletter, I must 
admit that I didn’t write it just for you.  I write one column 
and send it off to 10 different newsletter editors.
So, when Temple Beth Abraham wrote to say that the theme 
for the December Omer would be “miracles” in honor of 
Chanukah, it gave me a chance to ponder connections 
between Midrasha and miracles.  That was easy, because to 
me, Midrasha IS a miracle.  Go back and reread the first 
paragraph that you just skimmed over.  In there are listed two 
Orthodox, two Conservative, three Reform, two Renewal and 
one independent congregation.  And besides those, we also 
have students this year whose families belong to Temple Sinai, 
Congregation B’nai Tikvah and Congregation B’nai Shalom 
and each year about 15% of our students are unaffiliated.
That’s the first miracle.  We live in a community where the 
rabbis and educators of all congregations not only respect 
each other, not only communicate with each other, but lov-
ingly collaborate with each other.  Any of you who attend 
the community’s annual Tikkun Leil Shavuot get a glimpse of 
what this collaboration is like.  That event is adult-centered.  
So even if you know nothing about Midrasha, you can 
imagine how this plays out on a teen level.  Students sit in 
classes and go on retreats with old friends and new, many of 
whom have religious practice very different from their own.  
Students who may never have observed Shabbat sit next to 
students whose home is transformed with the lighting of 
candles.  Students hear ideas both from their teachers and 
from their classmates that they may never have encountered 
at home.
The second miracle to me is always the faculty.  I don’t know 
how it happens, but each year Judaically- knowledgeable, 
talented, creative and charismatic people contact me, want-
ing to teach at this remarkable institution.  They are a diverse 
group.  One might know a lot of Talmud, another a way 
to teach Judaism through art, another a mayven on current 
Israeli politics, another skilled at integrating yoga, meditation 
or popular culture into a Jewish classroom.  All are passionate 
and caring about their students.  Some have taught for us for 
over 20 years.  Boy are we lucky.
The third miracle are the students who more or less come to 
Midrasha because it is meaningful to them and fulfills their 

needs, whether it’s to connect with old friends, meet new 
ones, find a way to do social action, find answers to deep 
questions, or give them an opportunity to really think about 
intellectual matters.  I see students enter in 8th grade, often 
pretty awkward and not sure what they are getting into, and 
I see them emerge five years later as stellar, smart, articulate, 
compassionate, Judaically -literate young men and women.
The fourth miracle is our Assistant Director, Desmid Lyon.  
For eleven years she has valiantly sat beside me like a glove 
that is a perfect fit.  The things she is good at and passionate 
about, are the things I’d rather not deal with – money, bill-
ing, spread sheets, budgets, legal issues.  She patiently helps 
any parent that calls on the phone, needing hand holding 
through the often complicated procedures and vocabulary of 
the Midrasha system.  I couldn’t do this job without her; she 
is definitely my miracle
The fifth miracle is our board of directors, with representa-
tives from most of our sponsoring synagogues and the com-
munity at large.  Many are parents of students who have long 
since graduated from Midrasha, but these board members 
feel that Midrasha had been so important in their teens’ 
lives that they want to give back to this institution.  They 
put in untold hours at meetings and events.  A special debt 
of thanks goes to our board chair, Yossi Fendel, a Midrasha 
graduate and a former faculty member, who loves this insti-
tution with a passion that may surpass even mine.  He has 
energized the board and brought its level of commitment to 
an entirely new level this year.
The sixth miracle is the CJLL, the Center for Jewish Living 
and Learning of the Jewish Federation of the Greater East 
Bay under the leadership of Rabbi James Brandt.  They coor-
dinate all the retreats, day trips and teen community events 
that link the teens at Midrasha in Berkeley with those of the 
other midrashot.  For many of our teens, it is these non-class-
room times that are their favorite parts of Midrasha.
Which brings us to the seventh miracle, the fact that 
Midrasha in Berkeley is only one of four midrashot in the 
East Bay.  No other community in the country has three 
sister institutions within a stone’s throw.  I appreciate my col-
leagues, Devra Aarons, Kendra Lubalin and Day Schildkret 
and the students are glad to be able to make friends from the 
midrashot those people direct: in Contra Costa, Oakland and 
Tri-Valley/Tri-Cities.
And the eighth miracle is YOU, the community, who has 
supported this institution for the last 39 years, supporting us 
not only financially, but also by letting your friends in your 
synagogues know just how important Midrasha is to the 
community as a whole.
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photo contest

The Northern California Jewish Sports Hall of Fame is seeking nominations of out-
standing Jewish high school athletes for a $500 scholarship award paid to the col-
lege of their choice.  They will be honored at the NCJSHOF Gala Dinner on March 
29, 2009, at the Four Seasons-Clift Hotel in San Francisco.  The nominees should 
be Jewish high school students, male or female, in grades 11 or 12, and students 
can nominate themselves.  The application consists of:
A statement of no more than 150 words as to why the student athlete is worthy of 
recognition.A list of athletic participation signed by a coach or counselor.A transcript 
of grades to the date of the application.A list of extracurricular activities and/or  
community service.
Applications must be submitted by 2/1/09, and fall grades are due by 2/10/09.   
Mail to Gary Wiener, Pinnacle Production Group, Northern California Jewish Sports 
Hall of Fame, 4200 Indigo Oak Ct, San Jose, CA  95121.
If you have questions, please call Alan Sternberg,  
925-932-3200, ajsentalanjsternberg.com.

WHere In THe WOrlD?
By Steve (Fanny) Fankuchen

The Omer is introducing a new contest asking readers to identify photos I have taken.  The winner, the first person to 
call me at (510) 523-2317 with the correct answer, will receive a free dinner to Rock ‘n’ Roll Shabbat. 
There is one general rule: you may not use electronic means of information retrieval, meaning the computer, 
Blackberry, Strawberry, Boysenberry, Mixed Fruit, internet, I-Pod, You-Pod, He, She, or It-Pod, or any other gadget not 
certified as kosher by Ned Ludd.  No Google, Shmoogle, or Koogle.

The choices for this months photo are:
1. Synagogue in Buenos Aires.
2. Jews For Jesus center in East Oakland. 
3. Jerry Falwell ministry to Sephardic Jews in Jerusalem.
4. Church in Mission District, San Francisco.

5. Multi-cultural religious facility in Salt Lake City.
6. Holographic representation of encephalogram of one 

of Rabbi Bloom’s bad dreams.
7. None of the above.
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new members
new members:  Bev & Jerry Turchin
Jerry is a semi-retired scrap metal dealer/recycler in El Cajon 
(near San Diego).  Bev is a retired speech pathologist.
We recently purchased a condo in Alameda as a second 
residence. We have lived in El Cajon (near San Diego) for 
30 years after moving from New Jersey, where we were 
both born and raised.  We have three children: Leah, who 
is also a new member of TBA, lives in Oakland and works 
at the Contemporary Jewish Museum in San 
Francisco. Josh, who is running California 
Metals (enabling us to spend time here in the 
Bay Area), is married to Katie and they have a 
beautiful daughter, Ella, who was born on July 
4. They live in La Mesa, near our home and 
business. Daniel, who owns Aeroprise, a high-
tech company in Mountain View, is married to 
Julie, and they have an adorable one-year old 
daughter, Dara. Daniel, Julie and Dara live in 
Fremont.
We love to travel, and our passion is SCUBA 
diving. Everyone in our family (including our 
daughters-in-law) is a certified diver, and we 
look forward to taking our granddaughters 
snorkeling in a few years. 

We have been active at Tifereth Israel Synagogue in San 
Diego for 30 years, so finding a shul near our condo was 
a priority. Our daughter, Leah, also involved in the Jewish 
community, has lived in the Bay area for several years, and 
she thought we would like Temple Beth Abraham and Rabbi 
Bloom.  We attended Shabbat services a few months ago, and 
Leah was right.  We felt very comfortable immediately, and 
although we are part-timers, we look forward to becoming 
part of the TBA community. 

TBA Goes to the Theater to see WICKED
TBA will once again go to the theater, this time for the very popular show, “WICKED”,  
at the Orpheum Theater in San Francisco.  This is a Women of TBA fundraiser and a 
portion of the ticket price goes to TBA. Purchase your tickets now to get the best seats. 

Tickets are available for shows on the following dates: 

Sunday Matinee: March 22 at 2 p.m. - all seats are $109 (Center Orchestra seats)

Sunday Matinee: April 26 at 2 p.m. - all seats are $109 (Center Orchestra seats)

To purchase your tickets, send payment, along with your name, address, email and 
phone number, to: Lori Rosenthal, 1868 Woodhaven Way, Oakland, CA  94611

Don’t forget to specify the date of the show you want to attend and the number of 
tickets. (Make checks payable to Lori Rosenthal.)  Tickets will be assigned as payment 
is received and are non-refundable once purchased.  All tickets will be distributed 
approximately three weeks before the show. 

Contact Lori (510-339-0133 or rosent@pacbell.net) with questions. 
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cooking corner

ingredients:
1 tbsp butter 
6 eggs 
½ cup non-fat milk 
½ tsp salt 
¼ tsp pepper 
Dash Tabasco sauce   

5 tbsp prepared pesto 
½ cup grated Parmesan cheese 
11 ounces of cream cheese   
5 sun-dried tomatoes, packed in oil,  
drained and finely chopped (optional)

Preheat oven to 375 degrees 
Butter a six-cup soufflé dish or six one-cup  
individual soufflé or baking dishes. Set aside. 
Place the eggs, milk, pesto, pepper, salt and 
Tabasco sauce in the container of a 6- to 8-cup 
blender. Blend until smooth. 
With the blender running, add the parmesan 
cheese. Then break off chunks of the cream 
cheese and add it to the running blender. After 
all the cream cheese has been added, blend the 
batter at high speed for 5 seconds or until the 
mixture is completely smooth. Add the finely 
chopped dried tomatoes if using and pulse a few 
times just to incorporate the bits without puree-

ing them.  Pour the batter into the prepared 
dish(es). 
Bake the six-cup soufflé for 40 to 45 minutes 
until the top is nicely browned and the center 
jiggles if you shake the dish. Individual souf-
flés should bake 15-20 minutes. If you prefer a 
firmer soufflé, bake until completely set, about 
45-50 minutes and the surface is cracked. 
Serve while still hot. 
Note: Recipe can be prepared ahead. Keep in 
blender jar. If refrigerated, allow to come to 
room temperature and give it a whirl in the 
blender before proceeding. The recipe can also 
be made and poured in the prepared dish(es) 
and wait for hours before baking. 

Pesto soufflé  Serves 6 as a first or light main course

every Day Miracles in the Kitchen
By Faith Kramer

December’s theme is “every day miracles.”  To me the alche-
my of cooking, turning prosaic foods such as onions and car-
rots into dishes that nurture and nourish, definitely qualifies.  
But some recipes seem to offer more magic and mystique 
than others.  For example, the puffed crown of a soufflé 
always seems to garner awe and a feeling of specialness with 
the anticipation of its breathy ascent, its triumphant presen-
tation and its ethereal taste. 
The soufflé has a reputation as a temperamental beauty.  The 
myth is that a soufflé is difficult in preparation as well as 
execution and that one ill-timed slam of the oven door and, 
poof, its majesty deflates.  The only trouble with all this is 
that it is simply not true.
Soufflé recipes can be made in advance and left to stand 
until the moment the soufflé dish is popped into the oven.  
No last minute fussing or fuming required.   No tiptoeing 
around the kitchen while it’s cooking, either, you probably 
won’t be able to deflate your soufflé with an oven door slam.  

But deflate it will as it cools and settles, so you do need to 
serve a soufflé right out of the oven for maximum impact.
Traditional soufflé recipes depend on beaten egg whites for 
lift and often a white sauce base.  But there is another way 
– make it in a blender using cream cheese as a base.  The 
resulting soufflé is perhaps a little sturdier but no less deli-
cious and literally takes about six minutes to put together, 
perhaps another one of those “every day miracles.”
There is a tradition of eating dairy foods during Chanukah 
based on the story of Judith plying the enemy general 
Holofernes with cheese so he would be thirsty and then over-
indulge in wine to slake his thirst.  Judith then beheaded the 
sleeping general, demoralizing his soldiers and the Jews won 
the subsequent battle.
This recipe is based on a blender soufflé technique adapted 
from Carol Cutler’s cookbook The Six-Minute Soufflé and 
Other Delights.  The cookbook is out of print but last time I 
checked copies were available on Amazon. 
Faith Kramer blogs her food at www.clickblogappetit.blog-
spot.com
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life cycles
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it

zv
ot Josh Berl – December 20, 2008

My name is Josh Berl and my Hebrew name is Yehoshua.  My Bar Mitzvah is on 
December 20, 2008.  I am an eighth grader at Piedmont Middle School.  I live with 
my parents, Anita Bloch and Steve Berl, my older brother Ari and our dog Doodles.  
I attend Berkeley Midrasha on Sundays.
My hobbies include playing music (guitar, bass, drums, saxophone, piano, etc…) 
and playing soccer.  In the future, I would like to find work in a music-oriented job. 
I like rock music.  I know my Bar Mitzvah is the same night as a Metallica concert at 
Oakland Coliseum. Maybe they’ll show up to say Mazel Tov - Who knows?
I also like to build things with my Dad; we have six projects that we’ve started 
including something that uses static electricity to turn things on. We made a 
machine that turns a jar of peanut butter to mix up the separation of oil and nuts. 
My Torah portion is Vayeishev, which comes from the book of Genesis, Chapter 38. 
There is a lot of talk about forgiveness. That is important to me because I think that 
everyone should be forgiven for his or her mistakes.  
I plan to donate a portion of my bar mitzvah gifts to the Berkeley Men’s Homeless 
Shelter. My family has been making meals there through Midrasha for a couple of 
years and I really like it.  I like sitting down with the men to eat dinner with them 
and find out more about who they are and how they got here.  We often say hamotzi 
after somebody else offers a blessing thanking Jesus for the meal.  The men are 
always really thankful for the meals.
I also plan to donate to Mogen David Adom, Israel’s version of the Red Cross.  This 
group is first to assist Israelis when there is a terrorist attack. Unfortunately my cous-
in Eitan Wolf in Israel was in the last week of his IDF Basic Training last year when 
his unit was attacked by Ketushah rockets from Gaza.  He is fine now, but he was 
one of three soldiers hit and injured. 
As you know, a lot hard work goes into preparing to lead the service, studying Torah 
and Haftarah, and writing a ‘drash.  I think the hard work is worth it – this is what 
makes becoming a Bar Mitzvah a milestone in my Jewish life.  It means that I am 
adult in the Jewish community, which is important to me.  It also means that I 
should try harder to obey the Commandments and do more mitzvot.
I would not be able to do this at all without the help of my tutor Susan Simon, the 
teachers of Bet Sefer, Rabbi Bloom and the support of my Mom, Dad, and brother.  
Hope to see you on December 20! 

Peri zangwill – January 3, 2009
The parashah I will be reading on January 3, 2009 is called Vayigash, and is in the 
book of Genesis. It is about Jacob learning that his son, Joseph, is still alive. He 
travels to Egypt with his entire family and calls them all by name. The part I will be 
focusing on in my d’var is the first line, Od Yosef b’nai chai which means “Enough, 
my son Joseph is still alive.” Family is a central theme in this parashah.
Family is also a central theme in my life. I have two older sisters, Leorah and Aliza; 
they are great sisters and have taught me a lot. I’m really glad they are both coming 
home for my Bat Mitzvah! As some of you may know, I also grew up with family 
(cousins, aunts and uncles) living two doors up the street and close by in Piedmont. 
I’m lucky to see them often. In addition, my grandparents and more cousins, aunts 
and uncles will be joining me at my Bat Mitzvah!
When I’m not with my family, I enjoy being with my friends. I also enjoy playing on 
a soccer team. We are always happy to see each other, and sometimes have to run a 
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lap for talking too much. I attend Montera Middle School in the 7th grade. My favorite class is Math. School is fun because I 
have both old and new friends there. I also like going to Bet Sefer, because we have a great class. 
This year I have been busy preparing for my Bat Mitzvah. Sometimes I would have preferred to hang out with my friends, 
but I knew I had to study for my Bat Mitzvah lessons at 5 p.m. on Monday afternoons. After January 3, that spot will be free 
and I‘ll be happy to hang out with my friends again in Montclair. 
Thank you so much to Susan Simon, my tutor, who taught me Torah, Haftarah, and helped me polish the prayers. Thanks 
to Outi Gould, who taught me the Torah and Musaf services. I’d also like to thank Rabbi Bloom for working with me on my 
d’var. Lastly, I want to thank my parents and sisters for all their support and encouragement to study. 
Hope to see many of you on January 3, 2009!   

1
Bruce Goldberg

Sara Korn
Julie Rubenstein

Ariele Scharff
Vera Zatkin

2
Leah Turchin

3
Jason Elias Gutstadt

Ilah Davi Ross

4
Aaron Skiles

5
Miriam Green

6
Eliana Bloomfield

Zack Davis
Howard Kirsch
Esther Rogers

7
Ari Berl

Solomon Katsman

8
Sarah Goldman

Juliet Hagar
Mrs. Linda Knauer

Lior Schifrin

9
Johanna Ilfeld
Brian Kaplan

Katya Marinoff
Emma Ziegler

10
David Avidor

Ariel Spritzer-Satomi

11
Kenneth Harder

Rachel Harris
Jeff Karlin

12
Aaron Eliahu
Aron Gellman
Richard Stone

13
Avshalom Berrol

Marissa Beth Glick
Tony Rose

14
Hannah Benau
Karen Kelley

Sheldon Rothblatt

15
Diane Whitten-Vile

16
Caroline Hastings

Amelia Kelly
Ruby Trost- Goldhammer

17
Max Baum

18
Amy Mezey

Colin Schlesinger
Rachel Zatkin

19
Nicholas Kalamas
Timothy Kalamas

20
Shosh Blachman
Ralph Morewitz
Stephen Shub

21
Alan O’Neill

Josephine Trilling

22
Rachel Barach

Aaron Bukotzer
Amalia Dornhelm Campbell
Aurora Dornhelm Campbell

Mike Gerchenzon
Carla Itzkowich

23
Nathaniel Lev Ilfeld

Anika Lorenz
Emily Pascal

24
Jonathan Gutstadt

25
Rachel Liron
Todd Mirkin
Jesse Shalev

26
Diana Limbach

27
Corey Davis
Ben Stiegler

28
Talia Armstrong

Faith Kramer
Lynn Langfeld

29
Gene Brott

Patrick Bukowski
Maribel Mogill
Dana Sheanin
Peri Zangwill

30
Lara Gilma

Paul Leibovitch
Caren Shapiro Sanghvi
Audrey Isabel Trilling

31
Elliot Lenik

December Birthdays

Congratulations to TBA Members Mel and Jan Silverman on the recent marriage  
of their son Daniel to Lisa Lesowitz. Lisa is the daughter of Dr. Sydney Lesowitz  

of Palm Beach, FL, and Barbara and Marvin Beck of Ojai, CA.Mazel Tov
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KISleV 1-8
November 29-December 5
Max Gershenson
Anne Bosniak Goldberg
Stanley Hershman
Esther DeKoven
Charlene Eberhart
Pearl Kasdan-Jonas
Joseph Landowitz
Joseph Papo
Irvin Weller
John Whitten
Marietta Wulff
David Aarons
Henry Brott
Esther Dubrow
Mary Feltman
Arlene Frances Freeman
Rebecca Kerns
Joseph Okh
Abraham Shaffer
Ben Shane 
David Benisty
Paul Hertz
Max Gevertz
Leo and Esther Ramek
Hilda Fankuchen 
Gussie Goldstein 
Isaac Marcus 
Max Marovitz
Leah Stamer
Phyllis Marjorie Cowan
June Reingold Fleck
Harry Grossfield 
Harry Grossman
Herman Roth
Dorothy Sholin

KISleV 9-15
December 6-12
Esther Brodke
Irma Eis
Jeanette Jeger
Sterna Kasdan
Sarah Lichtenstein
Eve Rothman

Stanley Rudee
Anne H. Tanner
Roger Alain de Laix
Jacob Karwat
Edward Bercovich
Herbert Goodman
Leon Kraft
Esther Naggar
Sarah Leah Schneider
Sydney Friedman
Alice Mendel
Joe Rosenfeld
Joseph Samson
Eva Weissman
Stella Brott
Stella Brott
Sandy Rosenfeld Emert
Sam Katzburg
Sandra Rosenfeld-Emert
Laura Rosenthal
Erwin Wallen
Harry Barnett
Irwin Bryan
Rita Heeger
Nancy Konigsberg
Esther Nankin
Ganesane Rosenberg
Sam Silver
Max Davis
Bryna Galant
Jehudah Galant
Ruth Galant
Shoshana Galant
Richard M. Goldstone
Molva Goodman
Mary Hale
Max Kaufman
Henry Mitchel Spack
Mervin Tessler
Janie Whitten

KISleV 16-22
December 13-19
Nina Balint
Edith Budman
Max Charlup

Jennie Gevertz
Adolph Kay
Erna Bender
Al Mendelsohn
Helen Ida Tessler
Thelma Diane Tobin
Pierson Jacobs
Toni Berke
Louis Berman
Marlene Berger Caspar
Ida Hyman
Shlomit Green
Benjamin Holeman
Alberta Myer Malakoff
Anna Shalinsky
Arthur Wald
Victorine Misan
Miriam Nudler
Lena Fagin
Sam Feltman
Masao Kishi
Mordecai Parker
Stanley Schechtman
Anne Starr

KISleV 23-29
December 20-26
Richard Gutmann
Phillip Mendelsohn
Arthur Nightingale
Lou Roth
Goldie Turetz
Jacob Wachsman
Fred Brinner
Nathan Dickson
Rebecca Epstein
Sophie Krantz
Samuel Morrow
Louis Robinson
Esther Asher
Herbert Allen Goodfellow
Richard Levine
Ruth Weinberg
Betty Gordan Grinberg
Kalman Klein
Rita Melamerson

Israel Stamer
Samuel Gevertz
Judah Goldman
Rabbi Phillip Langh
Sidney Winchell
Joseph Dorfman
Isadore Goldman
Jack Gray
Paul Trof

KISleV 30-TeVeT 6
December 27-January 2
David Freedman
Joy Futter
Marres Gelfond
Jacob Kronrod
Raymond Naggar
Harold Reid
Don Savitt
Samuel Bernstein
Leslie Kessler
Morris Leavitt
Mark S. Bloom
Bessie Kvint
David Mehr
Ethel Mehr
Fannie Shapiro
William Heeger
Israel Rogers
Nathan Yeszin
Frieda Zilverberg
Abraham Bercovich
Mendel Friedman
Blanche Jacobs
Jacob Kerbel
Carolyn Sue Nightingale
Sam Silver
Isaac W. Wallcave
Charles Ellis Friedman 
Jacob Frydman 
William Malakoff 
Alice Rosenstein 
Sadelle Klimen

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

Memorial Plaque: Due to construction of TBA’s new elevator, one of our 
Yizkor Boards has been moved.  To find the new location of a plaque that has been 
moved, contact Pinky in the TBA office at ext. 28. Anyone wishing to purchase a 

memorial plaque, please contact Pinky.

December Yahrzeits
life cycles

Recent Deaths in Our Community

Lee Rosenthal, husband of Joan Berzon 
and father of Noah Rosenthal.
Barbara Korin, mother of our member 
Joan Korin.
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donations
Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

For a complete list of funds and other ways to support our synagogue, 
visit www.tbaoakland.org and select “Fundraising” from the left column.

Centennial Fund
Michael Aronson & Jody London
Murray & Edith Berg, in honor of Pinky  

& Agnes’ 60th anniversary
Andrew Gooden & Ruth Kleinman
Ely & Shirley Langfeld, in honor of 

Marhsall’s birthday
Ron & Adele Ostomel, in honor of Pola 

Silver’s wonderful recovery
Betty Ann Polse
Henry Ramek & Eve Gordon-Ramek
Daryl & Bryna Ross, in memory of  

Harry S Winchell
Barry & Hana Rotman
Reba Schechtman, in memory of  

Beke Schechtman
Reba Schechtman, Sid Shaffer’s speedy 

recovery
Michael & Deborah Sosebee,  

Happy Birthday Sally Berk
Michael & Deborah Sosebee, in memory 

of James Sosebee and Blanche Sosebee
Howard Zangwill & Stacy Margolin, in 

honor of Asher Jaffe’s bar mitzvah
Joseph & Vera Zatkin, in honor of Pinky  

& Agnes’ 60th anniversary
Justin Graham & Victoria Reichenberg,  

in honor of Miriam Reichenberg
Martin & Evelyn Hertz
Stephen & Toya Hertz
Jack Jeger
Michael & Renee Marx
Marvin Mendelsohn
Misia Nudler
Kelly O’Neal
Michael Patten

J. Jeger Kitchen Fund
Jack Coulter, in memory of Cora Coulter, 

Irving and Dorothy Dronsick, Arthur 
and Gertrude Yarman

Misia Nudler, in memory of Harold 
Nudler

Joel Piser & Jing Weng Hsieh, in memory 
of Monroe Mendel Piser

General Fund
Turi & Scott Adams, in memory of  

Denise Davis’ mother
Azary & Klara Blumenkrantz
Alexander & Lynne Bunin, Yiskor
Ronald David
Leonard & Helen Fixler, speedy recovery 

Sid Shaffer
Russell Gold
Libby Hertz, in memory of Sidney Hertz
John Hincks & Julie Tarshish
Mortimer Landsberg
Richard Leavitt & Mary Kelly, in memory 

of Morris & Mary Leavitt

Sandy & Dawn Margolin, in honor of  
our friendship with Mary, Dick and 
Ben Odenheimer

Peter W Miller & Bess Gurman
Misia Nudler, Sid’s recovery
Henry Ramek & Eve Gordon-Ramek, 

in honor of Agnes & Pinky’s 60th 
Anniversary

Mark & Rita Roytfeld, in memory of  
our parents

Gideon Ur & Carol Behr
Lawrence & Judith Wallcave, in memory 

of Frances Lapp

Kiddush Fund
David Avidor & Tosha Schore, CCJDS
Jessie Kasdan, in honor of Pinky & Agnes’ 

60th anniversary
Adele Mendelsohn, in honor of Henry 

Ramek’s birthday, speedy recovery to  
Sid Shaffer

Ori & Susan Sasson, CCJDS luncheon

Minyan Fund
Daniel & Anne Bookin, in memory of 

Norman Bookin
Martin & Evelyn Hertz
Melvin & Margaret Kaplan, in memory  

of Samuel Kaplan

Playground Fund
Ruth Siver, in honor of Agnes & Pinky’s 

60th anniversary
Wendy & Marvin Siver, in honor of Pinky 

& Agnes’ 60th anniversary

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
David Freeman
Martin & Evelyn Hertz
Ron & Adele Ostomel, in appreciation of 

High Holy Days
Shirlee Perl, in memory of Albert Perl, 

Lillian Silverman, Fradel Darling
Doreen Alper & Robert Klein, in honor  

of grandsons
Herbert & Harriet Bloom, in memory  

of Ina Nathan
Daniel & Renuka Bornstein
David & Sara Gottfried, in memory  

of Shelley Rotman
Warren & Outi Gould, in honor of  

Jeff Burack
Jeffrey L. & Marissa Halbrecht
Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in honor of 

Garrett’s Bar Mitzvah
Chris Lehman & Lisa Greenberg
Larry Liebman & Barbara Ogman
John & Dawn Marlette
Deborah Meshel, in honor of Whitten-

Vile Bar Mitzvah and Rabbi Bloom’s 
birthday

Misia Nudler
Barbara Oseroff, in memory of  

Joel Oseroff
Ron & Adele Ostomel, in honor of Agnes 

& Pinky’s anniversary
Lawrence & Sharyn Rossi, in memory  

of Sadie Klein
Barry & Hana Rotman, in memory of  

Ken Rotman
Mary Rouben, in memory of  

Samuel Rouben
Thom Seaton
Ruth Siver
Sheldon & Diane Whitten-Vile, in  

honor of Greg Korn’s Bar Mitzvah

Davis Hunger
Celia Somers, in memory of  

Jeanette Somers

Endowment
Charles Bernstein & Joanne Goldstein,  

in honor of Agnes & Pinky’s 60th  
anniversary

Alexander & Lynne Bunin, in honor of 
Pinky and Agnes’ 60th anniversary

Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Herb 
Goodfellow & Fanny Naggar

David & Angelina Levy
Larry Miller & Mary Kelly, in honor of 

Pinky and Agnes’ 60th anniversary
Barbara Oseroff, in honor of Pinky and 

Agnes’ 60th anniversary
Herman & Agnes Pencovic
Garret & Helen Romain, in memory of 

Max & Dorothy Levien
David & Lori Rosenthal, in honor of Pinky 

& Agnes’ 60th anniversary
Nissan & Carol Saidian, in honor of Pinky 

& Agnes’ 60th anniversary, speedy 
recovery Sid

Sidney & Ethel Shaffer, in honor of Agnes 
and Pinky’s 60th anniversary

Pola Silver
Susan Simon
Elaine Teune, in memory of Richard 

Golsblatt
Gertrude Veiss, in honor of Agnes & 

Pinky’s 60th anniversary

Wasserman Fund
Marc & Janet Wasserman, in memory  

of Helen Wasserman

H E Goldstein Fund
Tedd & Susan Goldstein, in memory  

of Herb & Ellen Goldstein
Tedd & Susan Goldstein, in memory  

of Paulette & Isaac Sevi
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Saturday evening

January 24, 2009

Annual–and exceptional–TBA Gala Gourmet

Always a popular and delicious event!

Ensure your spot at the TBA  

Gala Gourmet by returning  

your reply card today!

Then prepare for a memorable  

and delicious evening including 

cocktails, dinner and live music  

on January 24.

Didn’t receive your invitation? 

Contact Doree Jurow Klein  

(doreejurowklein@sbcglobal.net) 

or Deborah Reback  

(dwreback@comcast.net).
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