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WHAT’S HAPPENING

i

MAH JONGG
Join us on the 2nd Shabbat 
of the month as we gather in 
the Chapel after Kiddush.
February 10, 2018
March 10, 2018

Women of TBA Events:
GNO: Tu B’Shvat Seder: Feb. 1

WTBA Shabbat: Feb. 10 
Rosh Chodesh: Feb. 12
Woodsy Walks: Feb. 18

Save the Date: 
Vashti’s Banquet: March 4

More info on PAGE 6.

We will chant, meditate, learn and share  
together in community. Open to everyone,  
absolutely no previous experience required. 

Meditation supports the practice of presence.  
It boosts your immune system, calms your nerves, 
and helps us stay connected with what is most 
important.

Future dates: March 22, April 19, May 26

RSVP by email jueligarfinkle@gmail.com, if you 
know you are planning to attend. Walk-ins always 
welcome! 

$18 cash or check payable at the event.

The evening will be facilitated by TBA member 
Jueli Garfinkle who is certified and has been 
teaching Jewish meditation since 2004. Jueli’s 
classes are based on the Jewish mystical tradition 
and calendar, and always include meaningful 
everyday practices to cultivate 
presence, joy, and connection. 
She leads ongoing meditation 
groups, workshops, and retreats 
throughout the Bay Area, as well 
as meets one-on-one with indi-
viduals to provide support and 
guidance. 

Upcoming La’atid Program
Sunday 2/25/18: Volunteering at  

Urban Adamah: Get your hands dirty,  
hang out with some friendly farm animals, 

and hands-on learn about food justice  
in a uniquely Jewish way.

More Information or RSVP: acohen@bbyo.org

Please join us for an evening of  

JEWISH MEDITATION 
Thursday, February 22, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Temple Beth Abraham Chapel

Rabbi Bloom is teaching an Introduction to Judaism 
class, beginning on Wednesday evening, Jan. 31 from 
7:30 pm-8:45 pm in the Baum Center. The class meets 
for 10-12 sessions and costs $36 per person.

SERVICES SCHEDULE
Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan 
  In the Chapel, 8:00 a.m.
  On Holidays, start time is 9:00 a.m.
Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) 
  In the Chapel, 6:15 p.m.
Candle Lighting (Friday)

February 2 5:16 p.m.
February 9 5:24 p.m.
February 16 5:31 p.m.
February 23 5:39 p.m.

Shabbat Morning 
  In the Sanctuary, 9:30 a.m.
Torah Portions (Saturday)

February 3 Vitro
February 10 Mishpatim
February 17 Terumah
February 24 Tetzaveh

WETLANDS RESTORATION DAY
Please join us on March 11, 2018, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

for Temple Beth Abraham’s annual  
Wetlands Restoration Day with Save the Bay!  

This all-ages event will be held at the  
Martin Luther King Regional Shoreline Park in 

Oakland.  Wetlands Day is always fun and fulfilling, 
and a great way to meet other members of TBA.  

Please RSVP to reserve your spot to  
Jody London, jodyl@earthlink.net, 510-459-0667.  

Specific directions will be provided closer  
to the event date to those who have RSVPed.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Our Own Theater Kochavim 
Plus Practicing to Sound Like Yourself
They Say the Neon Lights Are Bright…

Kochavim is the Hebrew word for stars, and we are blessed as a community to 
have two different Broadway actors associated with Temple Beth Abraham. How 
many congregations can say that? Though I clearly had nothing to do with either 
of them, I shep naches (swell up with pride) in their accomplishments.

The first is Zachary Noah Piser. He grew up at Temple Beth Abraham and 
recently starred as Boq (who eventually becomes the Tin Man) in “Wicked” on 
Broadway. He has now landed a major role in the off Broadway production of 
“Sweeney Todd.” I had the privilege of visiting Zachary backstage during his run 
on “Wicked,” and I will cherish his hospitality and performance forever. 

His first performance ever? Probably the Shema and Ve’ahavta during Friday 
night services. I can still see him with his little rainbow colored tallit. His voice 
was exquisite even in third grade. His davening at his Bar Mitzvah was, well, 
exactly what you might expect—beautiful and soulful. He arranged and intro-
duced Ahavat Olam to his non Jewish choirs. And there he was, on one of the 
biggest stages in the world. 

He is also the son of two of our most dedicated members—Joel and Jing Piser. Both 
are mohalim, Joel has served on both the Board of Directors and Board of Trustees, 
and Jing has done some of the most delicious and beautiful catering we have ever 
had here. They are incredibly generous to our congregation both financially and with 
their time. Zach now gifts his talents to New York instead of Oakland.

Fortunately, though, we have yet another Broadway Star in our midst–Tory Ross 
Roman. Tory joined our congregation with her husband Max just over a year 
ago and looks forward to her twins entering our preschool in the Fall. When she 
lived in New York, she was in three separate Broadway productions, playing Pat 
in “Kinky Boots,” Daphne in “9 to 5,” and Mona in “Cry-Baby.” And we got 
to hear her sing at the Gala Gourmet! I also get to hear her singing along with 
Hineh Rakevet in Kindergym every Friday. Kindergym has never sounded better. 

We are truly blessed to have them both in our midst.

L’shalom, Rabbi Mark Bloom

Rabbi Bloom as “The Wizard”, 2nd Grade

On Memorization and 
Authenticity
People often ask how I am able to 
memorize my sermons for the High 
Holidays. Granted, our sanctuary is 
not Carnegie Hall, but you get there 
the same way—practice, practice, 
practice. I am able to do this kind of 
memorization because of my experi-
ence in the theater in Elementary, 
Middle, and High School. I was no 
star, but I did learn both how to proj-
ect and how to memorize lots of lines. 

With public speaking, though, there is 
a difference. While it is counterintui-
tive, if you don’t practice, your words 
come out stiff and distant. The trick is 
to practice so much that you get past 
that point and come back to sounding 
like your actual self. That may seem 
bizarre, but that is what I have found 
works. I am not performing, but only 
by practicing like a performer do my 
words come out authentically as me. 

Zachary Noah Piser  Tory Ross Roman
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EDITOR’S COLUMN
A Family that Acts Together Makes Memories Together
By Lisa Fernandez
Some families take trips together. Others cook as a family pastime. Our family acted in 
JCC plays.

Our entire family: Mom, Dad, brother Josh and me. We even hooked my grandmother 
into it, when the director had a shortage of older women to play the parts. 

I’m not a great actress. In fact, I only got wee parts. (I still remember my one line: 
“Freckles, freckles, all I have is freckles.”)

But I remember having a lot of fun, and doing it with my entire family. My brother and I 
still sing the words to some of the songs in “Ike, Mama and the Block Wedding” to this 
day when we’re feeling silly and nostalgic. 

My current family - husband and kids - do not act in plays. Our thing is camping togeth-
er. Just like I have vivid childhood memories of being on stage with my folks, I know my 
children will have deep-rooted memories of setting up the tent and roasting s’mores.

It doesn’t really matter what you do as a family tradition; only that you have one.

THE OMER 
We cheerfully accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the seventh of the month  
preceding publication. 

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez & 
Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Jessica Sterling
Calendars Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah  
Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!
Cover Artist theater poster

Copy Editors Lori Rosenthal, Jan Silverman, Debbie Spangler

Proofreaders June Brott, Charles Feltman, Jeanne Korn, Susan Simon, 
Debbie Spangler

Distribution Hennie Hecht-Zilberberg
Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

eMail omer@tbaoakland.org

Advertising Policy: Anyone may sponsor an issue of 
The Omer and receive a dedication for their business 
or loved one. Contact us for details. We do not accept 
outside or paid advertising.

The Omer is published on paper that is 30%  
post-consumer fibers.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o 
Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610-3232.

© 2018. Temple Beth Abraham. 

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by  
Temple Beth Abraham, a non-profit, located at  
336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610; telephone  
(510) 832-0936. It is published monthly except for  
the months of July and August for a total of 10 issues 
per annum. It is sent as a requester publication and 
there is no paid distribution. 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 
is proud to support the 
Conservative Movement by 
affiliating with The United 
Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism.

About the Cover: A Brief History of Yiddish Theater (adapted from Yivo Encyclopedia)
While Judaism has had a long history of cantors, preachers and musicians, professional Yiddish theater emerged in the 
1800’s. The first troupe was founded in 1876 in Iasi, Romania. In the following decades Yiddish theater flourished in 
Eastern Europe and the United States, with troupes from each continent regularly touring the other.

Yiddish theater had its heyday in New York City from the late 19th to the mid 20th century. Manhattan’s Second 
Avenue was known as the Yiddish Broadway.

Two remaining Yiddish Theaters operate in Warsaw and Bucharest, offering simultaneous translation to tourists in 
more accessible languages.

Poster from the Collection of the Center for Jewish History and the American Jewish Historical Society, circa 1920
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
A Thank You from the Outgoing President
By Laura Wildmann

Many of you just joined the Temple Beth Abraham community at the Gala Gourmet to 
celebrate the Jewish performers in the Borsht Belt; and hopefully many of you will be 
joining us to cheer on the Rabbi and some talented congregants at the upcoming Purim 
Shpiel.  As president of Temple Beth Abraham, as I count down the last three months of 
my presidency, I am grateful for the lack of drama during my term as president.  When 
I look at the issues that have faced, or are facing, some other shuls in the Bay Area, I 
count myself and TBA as lucky.

All of you have heard the story of Temple Beth Abraham’s doors being locked because 
of debts many years ago.  Thankfully, today, we are drama-free financially as we are in 
healthy financial shape, with generous congregants and successful fundraisers enabling 
us to balance our budget, and with an Endowment available to protect the synagogue in 
case of unexpected financial stressors.  I am grateful to our wonderful volunteers who 
have stepped up, all of them for at least two years, to chair our successful fundraisers; 
and, of course, to the many members who volunteer to make all of our fundraisers suc-
cessful.  Without those fundraising events, Temple Beth Abraham would not be able to 
balance its budget. Plus, I had the pleasure of starting my presidency with enough money 
pledged to pay for our completed Next Big Thing Project to pay for the project without 
Temple Beth Abraham needing to take on any debt.

I am also grateful to the board and the clergy and staff at Temple Beth Abraham for my 
relatively drama-free term.  I am lucky to have a synagogue board made up of thoughtful 
and dedicated leaders, an Executive Director and office and synagogue staff, and a Bet 
Sefer Director and Gan Directors who all help keep Temple Beth Abraham on track and 
thriving.  And, of course, Rabbi Bloom, who brings his own flair and drama (the good 
kind), while he leads and teaches our community.

I’ve written and spoken before about the complexity of leading a community with a 
diversity of members, needs and opinions.  While I appreciate the lack of drama dur-
ing my tenure, I also appreciate hearing from many congregants, whether they agree or 
disagree with the Board’s decisions.  Hopefully we can continue to maintain an open 
dialogue, whether we agree or disagree, while at the same time, not creating too much 
drama that would divide our community.  I look forward to a thriving and drama-free 
TBA community for the rest of my tenure and for many years to come.

Rabbi Bloom hosting high school seniors,  
college freshman, and gap year students  
discussing Jewish life after high school. 
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ADVICE COLUMN

Question:  
“What is a simple Jewish ritual that you follow 
or have adapted that amplifies your connection to 
Judaism?”

The thing I do that connects me most to my Judaism 
is keeping kosher. Now, I know that this is not a small 
thing. I wouldn’t even call it a simple Jewish ritual. 
However, simply not eating shellfish and pork, and 
separating milk and meat make me feel connected to my 
Judaism more than anything else that I do.

– Karen Bloom is proud to be your rebbetzin. She grew 
up in Voorhees, NJ in a Reform Jewish family and always 
loved learning and being Jewish. She is currently a mom 
of two teenage boys who also love being Jewish, though 
they are not as excited about kashrut as she would like 
them to be.

A simple Jewish ritual that amplifies my connection to 
Judaism is celebrating Shabbat.  There’s something about 
the ritual at the end of a busy week of lighting candles, 
blessing wine, and breaking bread that is comforting.  
Over the years we have shifted the timing of dinner to 
accommodate dance classes, teenage social lives, and 
more.  There was the year I helped the second graders 
bake challah – somehow part of a phonics lesson –º using 
the Gan Avraham recipe.  These days we sometimes add 
in a stop to Mariposa Bakery for gluten-free challah. 
More recently, with our older daughter off at college, we 
have adapted to just three of us, or sometimes just two. 

And every week the ritual of candles, wine, and bread 
helps me feel centered and connected with all those 
before us who have celebrated Shabbat, often in circum-
stances much more challenging than whatever is occupy-
ing me that week.  My favorite weeks are when Shabbat 
falls near the end of Chanukah, and there are candles 
blazing!

– Jody London and her husband, Mike Aronson, joined 
TBA in 2000, when their older daughter was a baby. Jody 
works on climate issues for Contra Costa County and in 
her spare time serves on the Oakland School Board.

Wonderful rituals I follow that connect me to Judaism 
are saying my prayers every night, including the sh’ma; 
lighting the Shabbos candles Friday nights; going to shul 
every Saturday morning and keeping a kosher home.

– Elinor DeKoven origi-
nally joined TBA in 1960 
when Rabbi Schulweis was 
the Rabbi and her husband 
loved going to coffee and 
conversation.  Then she and 
her family were members of 
Beth Sholom for many years 
in San Leandro, where they 
lived. She started coming to 
TBA again in 1993 and has 
happily been a member of 
TBA since the late ‘90s.

“Ask a Mamaleh and a Papaleh”
Submit your questions about a Jewish dilemma you are facing.  
We may pose it to the TBA community so they can help you with their collective wisdom. 

Question:   
“What are the best ways you’ve found to build Tikkun Olam into your regular routine?”

Email your replies to omer@tbaoakland.org.  
The deadline for new questions or answers is 2/10/18.
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COMMUNITY
A New Kosher Baker in Town
By Lisa Fernandez
There’s a new kosher baker in town and Sam Tobis can only describe 
his decision to take over the Grand Bakery this way: “I guess I’m a little 
crazy.”

The 28-year-old Tobis bought the iconic bakery from Bob Jaffe, who 
retired after 18 years in business on Grand Avenue, which is now closed 
to the public. 

Instead, Tobis is baking challahs, rye bread, Russian tea cookies, almond 
logs and a few other selections from the Food Mill and distributing his 
goods to 26 grocery stores in Oakland and Berkeley. Don’t worry. He 
also says that the famous black-and-white cookies are a few months away 
from being on the shelves, too. He also is doing special orders including 
pareve pies and hamentashens. Customers need to contact him online or 
by email and he’ll deliver group orders to TBA, for example.

Before becoming a full-time baker, Tobis worked in the community 
engagement department at the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District. He earned his bachelor’s in rhetoric at UC 
Berkeley, where he used to play lacrosse. He practices yoga. And he’s single.

He left all that behind to get knee-deep in flour and sugar full-time.

“I’ve always wanted to get back into food service,” Tobis said. “I guess I’m a little crazy. I’m driven by nostalgia. And 
really, who better than another Jew from New York to take over the challah business?”

Then he got a little more serious. 

“I am a little crazy,” Tobis said. “But I believe in the value of institutions and know that I can continue a great commu-
nity endeavor. This kosher bakery has been operating since 1959 and as the fifth owner, I aim to continue the tradition of 
serving the community for another generation.” 

If you’d like to contact Tobis, email him at sam@grandbakeryoakland.com or call 510-465-1110. Online orders will 
eventually be able to be made at grandbakeryoakland.com.

GRAND BAKERY IS BRINGING DELICIOUS PAREVE HAMENTASHEN TO TBA!
Through a special partnership between TBA and Grand Bakery, you can 
now place an order for hamentashen (and other treats) to be delivered to 
TBA on Friday February 16, Friday February 23, or Friday March 2.  
The prices are noted below. 

To place an order, go online to http://grandbakeryoakland.com/products. 
When you check out, you’ll input your contact information and then use 
the promo code TBAFEB16, TBAFEB23 or TBAMARCH2 depending on 
which date you’ll pick up your order. Here are the hamentashen prices:

6 pack: $7  /  1 dozen: $12  /  2 dozen: $22  /  3 dozen: $30
You can also buy Grand Bakery’s hamentashen and other products at stores 
around the Bay Area. 

For a complete list check out https://grandbakeryoakland.com/stores. 

You can also place an order for pickup at Grand Bakery’s new production 
location, The Food Mill (3033 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland). 

Chag Sameach!
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Performing is intrinsic, graced by a  
higher power
By Alicia Von Kugelgen, WTBA Board member, At-large
Hi, my name is Alicia and I am a performer. If that sounds 
like a salutation from a self-help meeting – it should. I am an 
unapologetic addict to performing. According to my mom, 
it began before I was four. However, it first really came to 
my notice when I did my first professional production at the 
age of 11. I was Brigitta in “The Sound of Music.” Ask me 
sometime how it felt as an 11-year-old Jewish girl in Wichita, 
Kansas to watch the unfurling of Nazi flags from the balcony 
of the theatre. 

Since that initiation, there have only been two instances 
where I went more than nine months between shows, and 
those were due to pregnancy and infants! If I go too long 
between shows I begin to feel listless, bored, grouchy, and as 
though I am not a whole person. Bruce has learned the signs 
and will often look at me and say “time for another audition.” 
Oddly enough, the process of becoming someone else for a 
show reminds me on a deep level of who I am as a person - 
outside of my regular duties as a wife, mother, daughter, or 
friend.

It is a time-consuming, energy-consuming, sometimes 
personality-consuming process - and I wouldn’t have it any 
other way. I believe strongly that there is an innate reason 
I have the abilities that I do, they are intrinsic to me, and I 

was graced with them by a higher power. The hard work, determination, and passion I have control over; the talent is 
a gift, and the drive to perform is it’s (perhaps) darker cousin. In high school, when I felt particularly conflicted about 
performing on Shabbat and Holy Days, I briefly considered becoming a cantor. While the idea still appeals, for me it was 
missing a key component. The chance, for a few weeks, hours, moments, to become someone else. To give voice to their 
story, their needs, and (depending on the show) their triumph or loss. And in so doing, to share that with an audience. - 
the transfer of energy and emotion is impossible to explain. Do I get nervous? Absolutely. Every performance, onstage or 
on the bimah at Temple. When the sheer joy of the music, or the words, or the character takes over, once more I am the 
best me I can give.

Alicia von Kugelgen is a TBA member, WTBA board member, mom of two Gan graduates, serial performer, and travel agent.

Sponsored by Women of TBA  
& Oakland Ruach Hadassah

ROSH CHODESH  
Monday, February 12

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
The group meets monthly on the Monday closest to 

Rosh Chodesh and are facilitated by group members.
Questions? Amy Tessler at abtessler@comcast.net or 
(510) 482-1218 for the upcoming meeting locations. 

FREE. All East Bay women are invited to join.

Get Outdoors with Women of TBA
WOODSY WALKS: Lake Meritt 

Sunday, February 18
Meet at 9:15 a.m.

Walk will commence at the Pergola at Lake Merritt,  
near the Lakeview Branch Library.

Bring your dog (on leash), your family, or just  
yourselves. Wear comfortable shoes, dress in layers,  

and remember your water bottle.
Questions: Ann Rapson (cell) 510-612-2304  

(email) agrapson@yahoo.com.

WOMEN OF TBA

Alicia (right) performing as Gloria Mitchell in “By the Way, 
Meet Vera Stark” at the Douglas Morrisson Theatre in 2015. 

Her co-star is Kelly Strickland (left), playing Vera Stark.
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Women of TBA Presents: VASHTI’S BANQUET
Sunday, March 4    |    1:00-4:00 p.m.

In the Social Hall of Temple Beth Abraham
Learning Together • Delicious Cuisine • Pamper Yourself: Mind & Body

WTBA Member: $18  •  Non-member: $30
RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/VashtisRSVP         Questions to Alicia von Kugelgen at alicia@vonkugelgen.com

PURIM AT TBA

 

Preparing for Purim….Mishloach Manot Fundraiser Forms have been mailed to your 
home. Place your order through email to the office at Virginia@tbaoakland.org or check 
out the website under Events to sign up.  This is both a wonderful fundraiser that supports 
the General Fund and insures that every member of TBA will receive a Purim Mishloach 
Manot bag of goodies as is the custom of Purim, along with a portion of this fundraiser is 
donated to support Mazon-The Jewish Response to Hunger.  Everybody is a winner! 

Baking Hamantashen for the Congregation with Jing Piser          
Sunday, February 18 from 9am – 2pm  
Monday, February 19 from 9am – 2pm 

You only need to commit to a two hour shift unless you 
want to stay longer.  

Contact Amy Tessler at abtessler@comcast.net  

 

Sunday, Feb 25th  
Mishloach Manot Basket assembly in the Social Hall on Sunday, 
February 25 begin at 8:30am-just show up or email Amy Tessler to vol-
unteer Abtessler@comcast.net   
 
Mishloach Manot Basket Pickup to deliver from the Social Hall on 
Sunday, February 25 beginning at 9am until 11am.  Baskets can be 
delivered anytime on Sunday.  

Purim Rockn’Roll Services on February 28th at 6:15pm 
Costumes are encouraged, Hamantashen will be enjoyed,  

Fun and Laughter is guaranteed 

WTBA Vashti Banquet      March 4th 1-4pm  

Fun, Food, Friends and Pampering 

Contact Alicia von Kugelgen for Details alicia@vonkugelgen.com  
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COMMUNITY - THEATER
How My Judaism and “The Theatre” are 
Connected
By Karen Bloom
A long time ago when I was in fifth or sixth grade attend-
ing Bet Sefer at Congregation M’kor Shalom in Cherry 
Hill, NJ, my Hebrew school teacher, Ms. Albom, decided 
that our class would put on a play in Hebrew. Joseph and 
The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat was rewritten for 
young people in Hebrew, songs and all. We rehearsed and 
memorized and practiced and rehearsed some more. We 
spoke and sang in Hebrew, mostly, with some English to 
help move the story along. We even had some choreogra-
phy to learn.

Thank you, Cara Albom, for combining two things that  
I love the most, performing and Judaism. Thirty-
something years later, I still remember one of my lines:  
”.I really must go – אני צריך ללכת“

Theatrical storytelling makes our lives 
meaningful
By Becca Posamentier
The first show I ever directed was Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, performed by 
the 3rd-7th grade Bet Sefer 
students on the stage in the 
TBA Social Hall.  I was then a 
knowing ninth grader, and hav-
ing already been in a produc-
tion of the show, I took pieces 
of the story and directed the 
“kids” in several songs from 
the musical.  

Fast forward 25 years and 
I have continued to bring 
live theater to hundreds of 
thousands of children as 
Co-founder and Education 
Director of Bay Area 
Children’s Theatre (BACT). 

At BACT, we bring children’s 
literature to life on stage. 
Using music, movement, 
visual arts (sets/costumes) and 
acting, we encourage young 
people to exercise empathy 
and ask questions, and learn a 
bit more about the complicated 
world around them. 

At its core, theatre is storytelling. Stories communicate 
the human experience – emotions, conflicts and resolu-
tions, and teachable moments. The best theatrical per-
formances bring to life stories that demand the audience 
experience empathy, question their assumptions, and/or 
take away a new idea about how to interpret relationships 
or events in their lives.  

Likewise, the Torah is a compilation of many intercon-
nected stories through which Jews make meaning of their 
lives. As “people of the book,” it seems to make perfect 
sense as to why I run into so many Jews both onstage 
and in the audience. Theatrical storytelling is one of the 
creative ways to continue to learn how to make our rela-
tionships and our lives meaningful.  The Midrash Rabbah 
(great midrash) includes the Book of Esther, traditionally 
brought to life into a Purim spiel or play.  Dramatizing 
the story allows the congregation to learn from the rela-
tionships between the characters and be inspired by the 
bravery Esther exhibits.  

Whether you attend a national Broadway tour, a local 
professional repertory show, or a community theatre pro-
duction, I hope you are inspired by the story that unfolds.

 A production inside the Montclair performance space for BACT,  
co-founded by TBA member Becca Posamentier
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COMMUNITY
A Third Way to Spell Hanuca
By Danny DeBare
It’s the age old debate: is this oil-filled eight day holiday 
spelled Hanukkah or Chanukah? Well, boy do I have 
some news for you. English isn’t the only language that 
uses transliteration.
After skipping salsa class to take a two and a half hour 
bus ride into Quito on a Friday afternoon, I rushed to the 
unusually short bathroom line. With my oversized high-
school backpack in tow, I hesitantly left the terminal with 
the help of Google Maps. After about twenty minutes of 
incessantly following the blue dot, I approach a large, 
long white wall basking in the afternoon sunlight. A palm 
frond hangs over the otherwise impeccable white, creat-
ing a familiar shadow. Approaching the dark security box 
perched in front of two solid iron gates, I see an oversized 
mezuzah and take a deep breath. I’m in the right place.
I give them my name and see through the window a print 
out of my past emails with the secretary, surely littered 
with grammatical and spelling errors. They ask to see 
my passport, which of course I don’t have. So I fish my 
drivers license out from the worn, two zipper Ecuadorian 
chachki that’s morphed into my permanent wallet, hoping 
it will do. Handing it through the ultra-secure metal con-
traption, I wait what seems like five minutes while two 
men decipher my intentions. The gates slightly open, and 
one of the two men step out, asking to see my overstuffed 
backpack. Only after that did I get the green light.
Walking through the gates, a metaphorical wave washed 
over me. The sandstone brick, beautiful domes, and a 
breathtaking view erased every apprehension I had about 
visiting. I knew this was a place I belonged.
The secretary, Daniella, took me on a walking tour of the 
grounds. Who knew putting a yarmulke on your head 
for the first time in four months could be so exhilarat-
ing? From the sanctuary, to the Hebrew classrooms, to the 
gigantic social hall, I was that dumb visitor who couldn’t 
stop smiling. Lead to the office, Daniella gave me the wifi 
password without even asking for it! What hospitality.
I arrived at 5:20, ready to “pray” around 6, as was relayed 
to me in the emails. When you mix “Ecuatime” with 
“Jewish time”, it turns out services start around 7:30.  
Go figure.
Lighting the Hanukkiah and eating sufganiyot not-so-subtly 
reminded me of the special dinners and latkes being con-
sumed at home. I thought Hanukkah away from my famil-
iar routine would cause homesickness. In reality, this cel-
ebration was so much more understated that I didn’t equate 
it to home at all. And, it helped I was fully focused on try-
ing to carry a conversation with my subpar Spanish skills; 
there wasn’t much time to zone out and think about home.

But, more than just the holiday, this experience opened 
my eyes to the Jewish identity I have been intentionally 
repressing due to my integration into in the very Catholic 
life I now lead.  There were so many similarities to my 
community back in Oakland, it’s hard to put a finger on 
what struck me the most:

• The Rabbi’s kids run around before services: the 
same.

• The patterned carpet you can stare out for hours is 
the same.

• There is the same candy used to encourage kids to 
sing prayers in front of the congregation.

• Giving a prayer book open at the correct pages to 
guests: the same.

• The same people sneaking peeks on their phones, 
then drawing attention to themselves by sitting for 
too long when everyone else stands for the Aleinu.

• The same sense of belonging.
I can’t believe it has taken me more than three months to 
find this amazing community. More than ever, I am grate-
ful for my Jewish upbringing and very special community 
at Temple Beth Abraham. I finally connect with Rabbi 
Bloom’s closing words to each Hebrew school class and 
intention that drives the entire hebrew curriculum: arm 
each student with the skills to attend any Shabbat service 
in the world and know what’s going on. Mission accom-
plished, Rabbi.
Now, I just can’t wait for Purim!
Danny is taking a gap year in Ecuador before going to 
Pomona College. He is living with an Indigenous fam-
ily and teaching English at the local elementary school, 
along with many other things. This piece is from a blog 
he keeps here: https://www.globalcitizenyear.org/author/
danny-debare/ 
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COOKING CORNER
Shabbat Recipes from Iraq, Southern 
India
By Faith Kramer
When I was growing up I thought all Jews did everything 
just like me. They had grandmas that kept kosher, they 
ate chicken soup with matzah balls and that they celebrat-
ed their Shabbats and holidays just like I did.

As I grew older of course I knew that my narrow world 
view was particular to me, but it wasn’t until I began 
researching Jewish recipes and  food ways from around 
the world that I began to understand the wide variety and 
diversity of not just Jewish cuisine but practices.

This month I turned to two cookbooks that aim to collect 
and recreate the foods of Jewish communities that have 
all but disappeared from their homelands – Iraqi Jews and 
the Jews of the southern Indian state of Kerala, in par-
ticular Kochi (the modern name for the city and port of 
Cochin). 

Some Iraqi Jews left their ancient homelands in the name 
of opportunity – first to India in the 1700s-1800s where 
they were part of the community of Jews from the Middle 
and Near East known as Baghdadi Jews, and later when 
new business enterprises beckoned, to Shanghai. They 
brought their recipes with them and while a dumpling 
recipe might morph from wheat to rice flour based, the 
foods remained recognizably Iraqi.

Following persecution during World War II and with vio-
lence and discrimination rising, most of the Jews in Iraq 
fled to Israel. About 250,000 Iraqi Jews are thought to be 

living in Israel now and fewer than 10 are said to remain 
in the land of Babylon. 

The recipe for shorba (chicken and rice) soup is from 
“Mama Nazima’s Jewish-Iraqi Cuisine,” by Rivka 
Goldman (Hippocrene Books). Goldman not only records 
her mother’s recipes, she tells the story of her family 
members’ lives in Iraq, the dangers they faced and their 
resettlement in Israel. Chicken soups such as shorba are 
an important part of Shabbat dinners for Iraqi Jews.

The Jews of Kerala settled there thousands of years ago 
brought to Kochi and environs by trade, especially in 
spices. Trade and the group’s good relations with their 
neighbors and rulers brought prosperity. The Cochin Jews 
were well established by the time of the Spanish inquisi-
tion and expulsion, which brought an influx of Sephardic 
Jews to the community.

According to “Spice & Kosher: Exotic Cuisine of the 
Cochin Jews” (Tamarind Tree Books) it was the creation 
of Israel combined with changing status in a newly uni-
fied and independent India that led to a mass migration 
of Kerala’s Jews to Israel. Perhaps less than 50 Jews still 
live in Kerala. 

The book’s authors, Dr. Essie Sasson, Bala Menon and 
Kenny Salem, have collected dishes from throughout the 
Cochin Jewish diaspora and include lots of background 
on Cochin Jewish history, the food and the families of 
those who contributed the recipes.

Chicken in Cashew Sauce is called a “fancy variant” of 
a Friday night staple called Chicken Roast, which is a 
chicken stew with a thick oniony sauce.

RIVKA GOLDMAN’S SHORBA – CHICKEN AND RICE SOUP
Adapted from Mama Nazima’s Jewish-Iraqi Cuisine (Hippocrene Books)

Makes 8-10 servings

Goldman calls this a winter dish, and 
it is hearty. Add a little water when 
reheating if it has thickened too much. 
It’s not traditional, but I like to use a 
light chicken or vegetable stock instead 
of the water for a richer soup. I also 
prefer to use boneless, skinless chicken 
thighs instead of the boneless chicken 
breast Goldman specifies.

2 Tbs. vegetable oil
4 cups diced onion
1 1/2 lbs. boneless, skinless chicken 

thighs, cut into 1/2” pieces
6 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
3/4 cup raw long-grain rice
8 oz. can plain tomato sauce
6 cups water or stock
1/2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. ground dried turmeric
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1/2 tsp. ground black pepper
1/2 tsp. ground dried ginger
1/4 tsp. ground dried cloves

1/4 cup chopped fresh mint, divided

Heat oil in large pot over medium heat. Sauté onions until beginning to soften. Turn heat to 
high. Add chicken and garlic. Stir well and cook for minute, then stir in rice, tomato sauce 
and water. Combine and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to keep at simmer. Stir in salt, turmer-
ic, pepper, ginger and cloves. Return to a simmer. Cover. Reduce heat to low. Cook (stirring 
occasionally) until chicken and rice are cooked through (about 30 minutes). Taste and add 
additional salt if needed. Stir in half the mint. Serve garnished with remaining mint.

CHICKEN IN CASHEW NUT SAUCE
Adapted from the recipe in “Spice & Kosher” (Tamarind Tree Books)

Makes 6 servings

I made this with boneless, skinless chicken thighs, but the recipe just called for “bone-
less chicken.”  Be sure to cook the onions until they turn sweet or the onion taste will be 
overwhelming. I specify medium onions, the original called for large onions. I am not sure if 
it is a matter of taste or the authors’ large onions are smaller than mine. Look for onions 
about 3” in diameter. For less of an onion taste, use 2 chopped onions and 3 sliced onions 
in the recipe. I have also changed some of the seasoning in the recipe to reflect my experi-
ence. I served this with basmati rice to sop up the sauce.

25 raw cashew nuts
3 medium onions, roughly chopped
2 pieces of fresh ginger, each 2” long, peeled 

and grated
1 1/2 Tbs. garlic, finely chopped
1 tsp. ground cumin
1 tsp. cayenne pepper
1/2 tsp. ground cardamom
1/4 tsp. ground dried turmeric
3 Tbs. plus 1 cup water
3 Tbs. coconut oil
1 tsp. whole yellow or brown mustard seeds
4 medium onions, sliced very thin
3 chopped tomatoes, divided
2.2 lbs. boneless, skinless chicken thighs
1/2 tsp. salt
3 Tbs. lemon juice
1/2 cup chopped fresh cilantro leaves

Soak the cashews in cold water for an hour. While 
they are soaking make the onion paste. Grind 
(using a food processor or working in batches with 
a blender or mortar and pestle) the 3 chopped 
onions, ginger, garlic, cumin, pepper, cardamom 
and turmeric until a smooth paste forms. Scrape 
out the paste and set aside. Drain the cashews and 
grind with 3 Tbs. water until relatively smooth. 
Set aside.

Heat oil in large, deep pan or pot. Add mustard seeds and fry until they “pop” or jump 
around the pan. Add sliced onions and sauté for until they are softened, translucent and 
turning golden. Add the chicken and salt and stir to combine. Sauté for a few minutes then 
add two-thirds of the chopped tomato and the reserved onion paste. Sauté a few minutes and 
pour in the cup of water. Stir. Bring to a low boil and cook until chicken is cooked through 
and onions have sweetened. Stir in cashew paste and lemon juice. When stew begins to boil 
again, lower heat and simmer for 5 minutes. Taste and add more salt if needed. Garnish with 
remaining chopped tomato and the cilantro leaves.

Faith Kramer writes a food column for the j, the Jewish News of Northern California, and blogs her food at www.click-
blogappetit.com.  Contact her at fjkramer@msn.com
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GAN AVRAHAM PRESCHOOL

cont. on page 13

A Day of Learning for the Gan Staff
By Jill Rosenthal
On December 22nd, Gan Avraham Preschool closed for 
the day and the faculty gathered together for a day of 
learning.  Since our site is participating in the Jewish 
Resource Specialist Program (generously funded by 
the Jim Joseph Foundation), we are able to use part of 
the funding for professional development. After much 
thought and receiving feedback from our staff, we decid-
ed to spend the day focusing on the meaning of kehillah- 
community. At Gan Avraham, we have a team teaching 
philosophy, which means that we need to be in constant 
communication with each other, be open to listening to 
each other and to truly achieve this on a consistent basis, 
we need to have trust. For a few years, we have heard 
from our staff that they would love to have more time to 
get to know each other, build a genuine sense of trust and 
community and to learn together. So, that’s what we did 
and based on much feedback, it was a huge success!

Adam Lowy facilitated the morning part of the pro-
gram. Adam is the Jewish Resource Specialist Program 
Coordinator, is a long time Jewish Early Childhood 
Educator, and has many years of experience lead-
ing educators in a myriad of professional development 
workshops. We began with a fun icebreaker, entitled: “A 
Strong Ruach Blows” – a sort of musical chairs/getting to 
know you exercise.  We then delved into learning more 
about the meaning of kehillah. 

Adam cited author Scott Peck’s work entitled: In the 
Different Drum: Community-Making and Peace. Adam 
shared Peck’s four stages of the community building pro-
cess. The final stage being that of true community, which 
is “the process of deep respect and true listening for the 
needs of the other people in this community.”  One of our 
goals for this day of learning was to begin to build trust so 
that we can collaborate, learn and be there for each other. 
Peck writes: “If we are going to use the word community 
meaningfully we must restrict it to a group of individu-
als who have learned how to communicate honestly with 
each other, whose relationships go deeper than their masks 
of composure, and who have developed some significant 
commitment to rejoice together, mourn together, and to 
delight in each other, make others conditions our own.”  
When this stage of true community is achieved, Peck 
believes it can only be described as “glory.” 

Adam also broke down for us the word “community”; its 
shoresh/root and sited other uses of the word in Torah. 
We then analyzed two different texts from the Torah. It 
was quite an intellectually stimulating exercise to have 
time to hear how each of us interprets and draws various 
meanings from a text. Glory!

Limited resources

Working together



13

BET SEFER

We moved outside into the big TBA courtyard to partici-
pate in an exercise called “The Island Game.” This exer-
cise focuses on fostering trust and clear communication. As 
a group, without speaking to one another, we had to figure 
out how to travel from island to island (represented by 
circles drawn with chalk on the concrete!) without stepping 
outside of the island. We had limited tools to use. 

The goal was to get to the grassy area. When we made it 
(after much laughter and non-verbal communication!), we 
felt like we had reached Peck’s final stage of community 
building – that of GLORY! 

The last exercise that Adam facilitated was an art/col-
lage project. We each designed a collage that represented 

our feelings and experiences about the day and about 
our community. Emma Schnur, our Jewish Resource 
Specialist, will display our collages at the Gan, so feel 
free to take a look! 

After a delicious lunch (funded by our Gan parents!), the 
staff participated in a cultural artifact session. We each 
brought a cultural artifact to share with the staff – some-
thing that is meaningful and representative of our life, our 
upbringing, our soul. It was a beautiful way to end our 
learning together. 

We will continue to weave the theme of kehillah into the 
remainder of our school year. We look forward to shar-
ing more of how and what we learn with the greater TBA 
community! 

Using Our Learning
by Susan Simon
We all know that students who are active in the learning 
process are more likely to understand the content and to 
internalize it.  Telling a child that 2 + 2 = 4 is fine, but 
having them experiment with manipulatives gives them 
a deeper understanding of the concept and how to use it.  
It’s the same with Jewish education.

We can tell a child that during Hanukkah we light a 
Hanukkiah, but the experience is so much richer, deeper, 
and more meaningful if we explore different customs 
around the world for lighting a Hanukkiah, and we actu-
ally light one.  There is no substitute for doing.

At Bet Sefer we try to create experiences with Jewish tra-
dition, customs and rituals that will create memories that 
will stay with the children.  We try to make ancient texts 
relevant in our modern world.  This can be very chal-
lenging when we are looking at the Mishna and Talmud, 
yet students have a fairly sophisticated understanding of 
some of the concepts discussed in these texts.

Recently our sixth graders studied a verse from Proverbs 
(24:20) – A rich man has many friends.  What does this 
verse mean?  Does it have to do with our finances?  What 
is a friend?  The students, under the guidance of their 
Judaics teacher, Leor Bases, create a poster in the style of 
a page of Talmud with their own wisdom.  Here are some 
of their quotes:

“A rich man doesn’t need to have money to be rich.”  — 
Elliot

“Rich can be both good and bad.”  — Henry, to which 
Ellis responded “Whether it’s good or bad to be rich 
depends on the situation.”

“Sometimes I see people that don’t seem to have many 
friends and it makes me feel grateful.  I do have friends 
and I appreciate my friends.”  — Jonas

“Sometimes I’m having fun with old friends I don’t see 
much anymore, and I have a lot of fun.  It feels nice.  I 
feel like we’ve been through a lot together.”  — Zeke

“A rich attitude means they are full of a lot, smart and 
knowledgeable.”  — Aaron F.

“Rich has many meanings.”  — Arjun

“Being rich gives you power.”  — Henry, to which Arjun 
responded “If you’re rich you have a lot of authority and 
you get to choose what to do with it.”  To which Ellis 
responded “You can abuse the power and not use it for 
good.”

“Friends are more important than other things.” — Elliot

“Richness can also be an attitude.  With attitude you can 
get friends.”  —Henry, to which Ellis replied, “You can 
like someone because of their attitude.”  

“Popular people aren’t always rich in kindness.” — Henry

“A friend is someone you talk to.” — Aaron F.

“A friend is loyal and there are different types. There are 
really old friends, new friends and friends you disagree 
with.” — Jonas

As you can see, the boys (yes, this is a class of only 
boys!) really thought about the wisdom in this proverb 
and how it applies to them.  They weren’t just told the 
quote as an example of what can be found in Proverbs.  
They thought about it, grappled with it, and came up 
with their own wisdom.  Yasher Koach to them and their 
teacher!

Gan, cont. from previous page
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A Legacy Gift Lasts Forever
Include TBA in your Estate Planning so that your message to your family is loud and clear:

“The existence of Temple Beth Abraham is important to me and for the future of Jews in Oakland.”
Contact TBA’s Executive Director Rayna Arnold for further details  

(510) 832-0936 or rayna@tbaoakland.org.

CCJDS Loves the Theater and the Arts
By Eden Allswang Bruner
Contra Costa Jewish Day School students love theater 
and the arts! In K-5th grades, our students participate in 
weekly drama, music, and art classes. In drama, students 
learn through improvisational games and scene work. 
Music classes progress from percussion through music 
theory as students begin with rhythm instruments and 
then move through the recorder, ukulele, and xylophone. 
Fine arts burst with color and creativity, as students 
experiment in different media and styles.  In middle 
school, students have the opportunity to dive deeper into 
electives like jazz band, rock band, fine art and musical 
theater.

We create many opportunities for students to perform 
and share their work, including Winter and spring con-
certs, art exhibits, and our annual musical. Each February 
students in all grades shine in our musical.  While older 
students audition for lead roles, all students can partici-
pate.  The K-1 ensemble delights audiences, of course!  
Recent CCJDS musicals have included: Peter Pan, Alice 

in Wonderland, Grease, Guys and Dolls, The Little 
Mermaid, Mulan, School House Rock, and SHREK the 
Musical.

Please join us for this year’s musical:  
James and the Giant Peach, JR.

Tuesday and Wednesday, February 20 and 21 at 7pm

Thursday, February 22 at 4pm

Contact admissions@ccjds.org to reserve your tickets! 
We also invite you to join us for these upcoming events: 

Science Night and Middle School Open House  
(January 25 @ CCJDS)

Meet the Author – Stories and Crafts  
(January 28 @ Orinda Books)

FunDay Sunday – All About Animals!  
(February 11 @ CCJDS)

For more information about events or to schedule a visit 
during the school day, contact Admissions Director Abby 
Seitelman (admissions@ccjds.org).  You can also visit us 
at www.ccjds.org and on Facebook and Instagram.
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h Irene Meklin, February 24, 2018
I am in the seventh grade at the Contra Costa Jewish Day School, 
or CCJDS for short. I like to read and draw. I also enjoy hanging 
out with my friends, writing and traveling with my family.

My Torah portion is Tetzaveh/ Zachor, which is from the book of 
Exodus. It focuses on a battle between Amalek and the Israelites. 
I will read my drash about the differences between good and evil 
and how both reside within us all.

I hope to see you at my Bat Mitzvah on February 24th.

Welcome New Members 
Morie Kahane
Jon & Wendy Stahl. Children Sophie & Charlie

Avi & Merav Kagan. Children Dor & Sivan

A Note to New Members: 
We would like to introduce you to the TBA community in an upcoming newsletter. Please send a short introduction  
of you and your family, with a digital photo, to omer@tbaoakland.org. Thanks!

Announcing the Rabbi Ralph DeKoven Scholarship 
Fund
This past December, long-time member Elinor DeKoven announced a 
special fund dedicated to the memory of her father specifically for schol-
arships to any Camp Ramah—Galim, Ojai, Rockies, or even their new 
sports camp on the East Coast. Rabbi DeKoven was  
especially dedicated to children, and he believed in the strong Jewish 
identity the Ramah camps help to build. Elinor intends the money in this 
fund to be spent, not saved, so if you want your child to go to camp and 
need help, especially if it is for the first time, please contact Rabbi Bloom.

Thank you for your incredible generosity Elinor!

Morning Minyan on Mondays & Thursdays
Join the regulars at our Minyan service, each Monday and Thursday usually starting at 
8:00 a.m. The service lasts about an hour, and is really a great way to start the day. As an 
added bonus, breakfast is served immediately afterwards. To use the old expression – try 
it, you’ll like it. If not as a regular, just stop in once or twice and see what it’s all about. 
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May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

Melvin Silverman, Husband of Janice 
Silverman

Moises Itzkowich, Father of Carla Itzkowich 
(Jon Golding)

Recent Deaths in Our Community

February Yahrziets

16 - 17 SHEVAT
February 1 - 2
Pearl Coopersmith
Rabbi Ralph DeKoven
Lily Mary Fogelson
Rose Jacobovich
Max Levien
William Morofsky
Sara Heber
Shirley Doris Hyman 

Klezmer
Dorothy Peterson
Beatrice Rehr
Phil Rotblatt
Goldie Shapiro

18 - 24 SHEVAT
February 3 - 9
Barnett Epstein
Abraham Grutman
Celia Kaden
Freda Klarman
Moshe Sterenberg
Max Brick
Selma Jackson
Harold Silberzweig
Edward Friendly
Blanche Neuman
Lillian Raphael
Fay Schaefer
Adolph Wollner
Thomas W. Cain
Louis Feldman
Joseph Morvai
David Okh
Gertrude Yarman
Joel Carey
Joseph Grutman
Lawrence A. “Sonny” 

Singerman
Irwin Barany
Etty Bernstein
Eleanore Leon

Isaac Shatzkin
Lucille Tama
Harold Tott Frankel
Arlene Gillette

25 SHEVAT - 1 ADAR
February 10 - 16
Gertrude Kingston
Betty Mosko
Miriam Sharp
Charles Somers
Irwin Weintraub
Al Rothman
Allan Stone
Julian Wolf
Samuel Bandel
Elizabeth Bernstein
Frieda Blatter
Hyman Brodke
Joseph Gould
Samuel Aaron Grinberg
Rose Hillman
Bernard Pollack
Milton Weiner
Leonard Wolf
Irving Goronkin
Shirley Gould
Rose Kotz
Sam Wolf
Joseph Zuckerberg
Dorothy Glasser
Shirley Goldberg
Joseph G. Kay
Joseph Kvint
Melissa Anne Powers
Irma Robinson
Lillian Adler
Helen Aldeff
Eric Baum
Avraham Elbert
Kalman Gluck
Pearl S. Goodman
Rose Bruder
Cora Coulter

Irving Selig Goldman
Cassel Gulinson
Anna Jacobs
Moses Seligson

2 - 8 ADAR
February 17 - 23
Goldine Jacobs
Marjorie Kauffman
Celia Kessler
Julius Kohn
Joel LaLone
Simon Lerch
Sydney Sylvia Ross
Ruth Roth
Mabel Stevens
Mary Berger
Raymond Chun
Matilda Bloom Holzman
Helen Katzburg
Marion Morris
Benjamin Ottovich
Jules Kohn
Louis Rothenberg
Daniel Shuster
Milton Weintraub
Max Pearl
Fran Prager
Clara Ramo
Robert Burnstein
Philip Samuel Frucht
Celia Goldstein
Harry David Levine
Harry Simon
Frederick Harland Spector
Abraham Baim
Anna Cohen
Tille Cohen
Sylvia Hertz
Harry Janger
Sigmund Kaplan
Sara Schmulowitz
Arthur Yarman
Louis Adler

Rachel Aelion
Philip Bakar
Charles Bernard Bernstein
Arnold Liss
Henry Ramek
Phyllis Zangwill

ADAR 9 - 13
February 24 - 28
Avram Mendel Goldberg
Harry Goldenhar
Sue Kraft
Elaine Reisman
Edythe Schultz
Regina Weiss
Willliam Miller
Lilly Shoehalter
Nancy von Kugelgen
Nathan Feldman
Jacob Saidian
Milt Weiner
Shirley Abrams
Mollie Forkos
Phyllis Goldberg
Sara Goldberg
James Jonas
Nathan Polse
Jacob Rubin
Lloyd Silver
Howard Morse Spector
Sheba Widlan Bookin
Mike Carrillo
Jennie Coopersmith
Ruth Miriam Cowan
Ernest Harvey Friedman
William Groskopf
Celia Kessler
Ira Kurtz
Shirley Langfeld
Morrey Ranzer
Dorothy Sarver
Susanne Spritzer
Sidney Jerome Zywotow
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Is your birthday information wrong or missing from this list? Please contact the TBA office to make corrections. 

February Birthdays
FEBRUARY 1 - 3

Miriam Ilfeld
Ann Rapson

Hannah Reback
Nancy Rose

Arnold Blustein
Elise Hannah Schleuning

Lisa Tabak
Carolyn Bernstein
Arjun Bornstein
Ariela Fedorov
Amy Friedman

Ella Rose Gordon
Lena Gutkin
Leah Hagar

Jing Weng Hsieh
Jacob Raskin

FEBRUARY 4 - 10
Esther Aamidor
Akash Bornstein

Maya Marcus
Jason Prystowsky

Naftali Bojdak-Yates
Liora Friesen

Dan Maidenberg
Sarah Marcus

Reuben Goldberg
Amber Hyman

Julia Johnson
Dawn Margolin
Susan Sasson

Stuart Zangwill
Joie Botkin

Hattie Gutkin
Elizabeth James

Barbara Rose
Cecile Schlesinger

Sarah Daniels
Matten Isaac Pincas

Abby Klein
Hava Rossiter

Dahlia Bernstein
Sarah Bookin
Sherry Marcus
David Sasson
Neve Vergano
Lyra Vergano

FEBRUARY 11 - 17
Tina Eisenman
Becky Frank

Joanne Goldstein
Ruth Tunik Oppenheimer

Lauren Smith
Liam Sondreal

Joni Tanis
Itai Bojdak-Yates
Pardis Farhadian

Julie Katz
Jessica Sterling

Larry Miller
Victoria Roman

Aliya Love Cohen
Paul Diliberto
Mira Gellman
Allan Gordon

Mark Liss
Jake Moore

Alexander Finkelstein
Benjamin Hyman
James Kleinmann

Paloma Margarita Siegel
Yonathan Wolf

Isaac Berla
Avi Eliahu

Deren Rehr-Davis
David Rosenthal
Josh Sadikman

Eric Jones
Maya Sherne

FEBRUARY 18 - 24
Roslyn Aronson

Lisa Spielman Polston
Andres Turner
Daniel Harvitt
Rachel Hertz
Jacob Klein

Victoria Reichenberg
Amy Schoenblum

Leah Bayen
Jacob Liron

Joseph Charlesworth
Ward Spangler
Judith Klinger

Debbie Spangler
Steven Wolmark
Aaron Bornstein
Amit Bornstein
Ari Goldberg

Jagger Winikoff

FEBRUARY 25 - 28
Joshua DeBare
Theodore James
Sagie Kleinlerer

Marjorie Blustein
Philip Hankin
David Mason

Julian Goldstein
Florena Shapiro

Marc Bruner
Paula Hamilton
Merav Kagan
Jonathan Ring

Isabella Scharff

Murray Davis Courtyard 
Project/Next Big Thing 
Building Fund
Renat Engel
Alice & Leslie Foundation & 

Jan & Randy Kessler
Sandy & Dawn Margolin
Josh & Lisa Sadikman
Jessica Siegel
Bruce & Alicia von Kugelgen
Alden F. & Sabrina Berdux 

Cohen
Jessica Dell’Era
Renat Engel
Noah & Carrie Garber
Alan Gellman & Arlene 

Zuckerberg
Matt & Naomi Grossman, in 

honor of our parents, Rayna 
and Saul Arnold

Steven & Penny Harris
Steven & Joan Jacobs, in  

memory of June Matthews
Judith Klinger
Gary & Faith Kramer

Jacqueline Palchik
Michael Rosenberg &  

Jessica Teisch

Jack and Jeanette Jeger 
Kitchen Fund
Richard & Naomi Applebaum, 

in honor of Misia Nudler, 
happy birthday to a Woman  
of Valor

Richard & Naomi Applebaum, 
in memory of Misia’s loving 
son, Harry Nudler

Robert Klein & Doreen Alper, 
in honor of Galvin and Zach 
Fickes’s B’nai Mitzvah

Jeffrey Lipsett & Lisa Tabak, 
in honor of Rabbi Bloom

Peter & Helen Loewenstein, in 
memory of Edith Tabak

Peter & Helen Loewenstein, in 
memory of Pinky Pencovic

Richard & Edie Mills, in mem-
ory of Jeanette Jeger

Barbara Oseroff, in memory of 
Nathan Denenberg

Aaron & Eva Paul, in honor of 
Misia Nudler’s birthday

Joel Piser & Jing Weng Hsieh, 
in memory of Toni W. Berke

Bet Sefer Discretionary 
Fund
Gary Smith & Coline David, 

in honor of Susan Simon
David & Treya Weintraub, 

in honor of Avi Paulson’s Bar 
Mitzvah

Gan Avraham 
Discretionary Fund
Alex Bayen & Zoe Abrams, in 

honor of Aaron’s graduation 
Alex Bayen & Zoe Abrams, in 

honor of the amazing staff at 
Gan Avraham!

Glenn & Amy Friedman, in 
memory of Michael Wallerstein

Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of 
Becky Singer

Adam & Olya Singer, in mem-
ory of Florence and Sol Singer

High Holy Day Appeal - 
General Fund
Rayna & Saul Arnold
Sally Ann Berk, in honor of all 

who helped during my illness–
thank you!

Steven Berl & Anita Bloch
Ari & Becky Brown
Marc & Eden Bruner
Michael & Kathy Burge
Walter Chang & Miriam 

Gould
Morris Goldberg
Jon Golding & Carla 

Itzkowich
Rabbi Arthur Gould & Carol 

Robinson
Hennie Hecht-Zilverberg
Richard Heeger & Alice Hale
Sheldon Kahn & Sarah Liron
Randall & Jan Kessler
Daniel & Jessica Klein
Eric Leve

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

cont. on page 18
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DONATIONS
Jill Levine
Jessica Mason
Alan O’Neill & Joni Tanis
Aaron & Eva Paul
Jeffrey & Judith Quittman
John Rego &  

Deborah Kahane Rego
Richard & Florena Shapiro
Harlan Simon &  

Mary Cain-Simon
Greg & Jessica Sterling
Freya Turchen
Hugo & Laura Wildmann
Lowell Davis
Brian Fisher
Robert Gammon &  

Lisa Fernandez
Ronald & Lynn Gerber
Allan & Gabriella Gordon
Gene & Susan Kaufman
Jeffrey Lipsett & Lisa Tabak
Will & Rebecca Sparks
Linda Stevens
Stuart & Abby Zangwill

High Holy Days Appeal 
- Endowment Fund
Rayna & Saul Arnold
Sally Ann Berk, in honor of all 

who helped during my illness–
thank you!

Ari & Becky Brown
Marc & Eden Bruner
Michael & Kathy Burge
Walter Chang &  

Miriam Gould
Morris Goldberg
Jon Golding & Carla 

Itzkowich
Allan & Gabriella Gordon
Rabbi Arthur Gould & Carol 

Robinson
Hennie Hecht-Zilverberg
Richard Heeger & Alice Hale
Sheldon Kahn & Sarah Liron
Randall & Jan Kessler
Daniel & Jessica Klein
Eric Leve
Jill Levine
Aaron & Eva Paul
Jeffrey & Judith Quittman
Paul & Florence Raskin
John Rego & Deborah 

Kahane Rego
Richard & Florena Shapiro
Harlan Simon & Mary Cain-

Simon
Greg & Jessica Sterling
Freya Turchen
Hugo & Laura Wildmann

Lowell Davis
Ronald & Lynn Gerber
Will & Rebecca Sparks
Stuart & Abby Zangwill

Temple Beth Abraham 
General Fund
Richard & Naomi Applebaum, 

in memory of Bonnie Burt’s 
loving mom, Sunny Burt

Norma Armon, in memory of 
Abe Kreimerman

Rayna & Saul Arnold, in mem-
ory of Pinky Pencovic

Abigail Bornstein
Donald Chaiken & Frances 

Greenberg, in honor of Vera 
Zatkin’s 95th birthday

Ann Cohn, in memory of  
Rose Rosenberg

Keith & Marlene Dines, in 
memory of Joseph Schein

Richard & Janice Freeman,  
in memory of Adeline Freeman

Alan Gellman &  
Arlene Zuckerberg

Steven Glaser &  
Deena Aerenson

Joel & Leah Goldberg, for 
welcoming Joel’s father during 
Rosh Hashana

Morris Goldberg, in memory 
of Rheta Goldberg, Irwin 
Goldberg, Sarah Riva 
Goldberg, and Julius Goldberg

Noah Goldstein & Jenny 
Michaelson, in memory of  
Jan Michaelson

Hennie Hecht-Zilverberg,  
in honor of Audrey Trilling’s 
Bat Mitzvah

Howard & Karen Hertz
Booker Holton & Elaine 

Gerstler, in memory of Booker 
Holton, Sr.

Sheldon Kahn & Sarah Liron, 
in memory of Edythe Goodwin

Harlan & Pearl Kann, in  
memory of Sophie Kranz

Gregory & Ruth Morris, in 
memory of Bernard Laytner, 
Robert Morris and Marion 
Morris

Frank Offen
Lawrence Polon & Ernestina 

Carrillo, in memory of Pinky 
Pencovich

John Rego & Deborah 
Kahane Rego, in memory of 
Herman “Pinky” Pencovic

Steven Rosenthal &  
Ailsa Steckel

Barry & Hana Rotman, in 
memory of Paula Rotman

Allen & Ellen Rubin, in  
memory of Samuel Rubin

Nissan & Carol Saidian,  
in memory of Mani Saidian

Stephen & Susan Shub, in 
memory of Pinky Pencovic

Shirley Silver, in honor of  
Vera Zatkin’s birthday

Shirley Silver, in memory  
of Rebecca Kerns

Marvin & Wendy Siver
Marvin & Wendy Siver, in 

memory of George Hochman
Marvin & Wendy Siver, in 

memory of Pinky Pencovic
Ben Stiegler & Barbara Gross
Sheldon Werber
Stephen Whitgob, in honor of 

Vera Zatkin’s 95th birthday
Stuart & Abby Zangwill
Cheryl Zatkin-Steres, in  

memory of Pinky Pencovic

Temple Beth Abraham 
Kiddush Fund
Eve Gordon-Ramek, in  

memory of Edith Tabak
Zena Hyman, in honor of 

Benjamin & Amber Hyman 
and the baby naming of their 
daughter, Eliya

Anthony Kay & Amy Kittiver-
Kay, in memory of Renate Kay

Misia Nudler, in memory of 
Herman Pencovic

Misia Nudler, in honor of 
Elinor DeKoven – congratula-
tions on the birth of your great 
grandson! 

Misia Nudler, in honor of 
Frances Herb Levine - good 
luck on your retirement!

Martin Stone & Jan Leuin, 
in honor of Pinky and Agnes, 
from the entire Stone Leuin 
family. 

Temple Beth Abraham 
Minyan Fund
Etoile Stella Campbell, in 

memory of David Benisty, 
Zohra Benisty, and Raphael 
Benisty

Roma & Thomas Lascano, 
in memory of Rabbi Hayim 
Goren Perelmuter

Steven Rosenthal & Ailsa 
Steckel, in memory of Erna 
Pikarski

Rabbi Ralph DeKoven 
Camp Ramah 
Scholarship Fund
Elinor DeKoven, in memory  

of Edith Tabak 
Elinor DeKoven, in memory  

of Esther DeKoven
Steven & Penny Harris, in 

memory of Evelyn Harris
Jeffrey Lipsett & Lisa Tabak, 

in honor of Rabbi Bloom
Martin & Golda Mendelsohn
Rey Steinberg, in memory of 

Herman Pencovic

Sam Silver Playground 
Fund
Harold & Mimi Jaffe, in mem-

ory of Meyer Krantz
Jordan & Sarah Rothe, in 

memory of Ruben Curtin

Rabbi Discretionary 
Fund
Rami & Daphne Albert,  

in memory of Moshe Shweky
Randall C. & Cheryl R. 

Berger, in honor of Vera 
Zatkin’s 95th birthday

Herbert & Harriet Bloom,  
in memory of Ben Nathan

Herbert & Harriet Bloom,  
in memory of Mark S. Bloom, 
father of Herbert Bloom

Sharon Bushnell, in memory of 
Hermie Pencovic, love Sharon, 
Bushnell, Marsha Maslan, and 
Candy Smith

Lawrence Dorfman, in memory 
of Joseph Dorfman

Helen Fixler, in memory of 
Herman “Pinky” Pencovic

Murray & Janet Gordon, in 
memory of Herman Pinky 
Pencovic

Steven & Joan Jacobs, in  
memory of Miriam Jacobs

Gene & Susan Kaufman,  
in honor of Rabbi Bloom

Drew & Kelsi Perttula, in 
honor of Rabbi Bloom

John & Jennifer Rooney,  
in honor of Josie Rooney  
for hard-earned health

Steven Rosenthal & Ailsa 
Steckel, in memory of  
Erna Pikarski

Neil Smith & Karla Sterenberg 
Smith, in memory of Pinky 
Pencovic

Michael & Deborah Sosebee, 
in memory of Pinky Pencovic
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DONATIONS DIRECTORY
Freya Turchen, in memory of 

Max Turchen
Stuart & Abby Zangwill, in 

honor of Rabbi Bloom
Stuart & Abby Zangwill,  

in memory of Sheldon 
Bereskin

Stuart & Abby Zangwill,  
Brit milah donations in honor 
of Sky Woog, Asher Pertula, 
Asher Nixon, Jacob Alonso, 
Pierce Cherin, Jonah Kaplan, 
Ariel Getreuer, Solomon 
Shlansky, Beau Rocher, Avi 
Ratner, Isaac Levy, Ronan 
Bliss, Jack and Jacob Rowen, 
Rami Glazer Cabrerra, Ido 
Firstenberg, Asa Rosenbach, 
Zebulon Gould, Dylan Nash, 
Gur Joskovich, Raphael Shinar, 
and Nova Torres

Cantor Discretionary 
Music Fund
Freya Turchen, in memory  

of Geraldine Turchen

Rosebud and Sam Silver 
Library Fund
Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher,  

in memory of my brother,  
Tom Rotzscher

Harold Rubel Music 
Fund
William & Sharon Ellenburg, 

in memory of Arthur 
Braverman

Madeline Mendelsohn, in 
memory of Mona Scharff

Leonard Quittman 
Endowment Fund
Sally & Victor Aelion, in  

memory of Pinky Pencovic
Charles Bernstein & Joanne 

Goldstein, in memory of 
Pinky Pencovic

Norman & Jo Budman, in  
loving honor and memory  
of Pinky Pencovic

Fifi Goodfellow, in memory  
of Pinky Pencovic

Sari Grossman, in memory  
of Pinky Pencovic

Randall & Jan Kessler, in 
memory of Pinky Pencovic

Adele Mendelsohn-Keinon & 
Irwin Keinon, in memory of 
Pinky Pencovic

Madeline Mendelsohn &  
Arin Shakin, in memory of 
Pinky Pencovic

Larry Miller & Mary Kelly,  
in memory of Harry Nudler

Arthur & Gayle Rosenberg,  
in memory of Herman “Pinky” 
Pencovic

Steven Rosenthal &  
Ailsa Steckel, in memory  
of Pinky Pencovic

Sheldon & Barbara 
Rothblatt, in memory of 
Benjamin Goor

Sheldon & Barbara 
Rothblatt, in memory of 
Pinky Pencovic

Garrett Schwartz &  
Caren Sencer

Jane Schwartz, in memory of 
my cousin Hermie Pencovic

Stuart & Abby Zangwill
Vera Zatkin, in memory of 

Pinky Pencovic

Herman Hertz Israel 
Scholarship Fund
Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in 

memory of Sally Simon
Welch & Kay Warren

Mollie Hertz Interfaith 
Outreach Fund
Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in 

memory of Harry Morofsky
Jeri & Marvin Schechtman, in 

memory of Stanley Schectman

Leo and Helen 
Wasserman Education-
Cultural Fund
Aaron & Eva Paul, in honor  

of Elizabeth Simms’s birthday

Jack and Mary Berger 
Fund
Helen Fixler, in memory  

of Miriam Nudler

Pola Silver Teen 
Holocaust Education 
Fund
Dana Ostomel & Mark Vogel, 

in memory of Pinky Pencovic
Ron & Adele Ostomel, in 

blessed memory of Herman 
Pencovic

Ron & Adele Ostomel,  
in honor of Misia Nudler’s 
90th birthday

Ron & Adele Ostomel,  
in memory of Sam Silver

Linda Semi
Alan & Cheryl Silver, in  

honor of Adele Ostomel’s  
special birthday

GENERAL INFORMATION:  
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.
Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610
Hours M-Th: 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Fr: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930
E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom

Cantor Richard Kaplan,  
kaplanmusic@hotmail.com

Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon 663-1683

Gan Avraham Directors Jill Rosenthal & Marta  
Molina  763-7528

Bookkeeper (x 215) Suzie Sherman
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis
Kindergym/ 
Toddler Program Dawn Margolin 547-7726

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President Laura Wildmann   601-9571
Vice President Alice Hale   336-3044
Vice President JB Leibovitch   653-7133
Vice President Etta Heber   530-8320
Vice President Ulli Rotzscher   559-0632
Secretary David Goodwin   655-0529
Treasurer Daniel Jaffe   479-7441

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like 
to contact the committee chairs, please contact the 
synagogue office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Aaron Paul
Chesed Warren Gould
Development Leon Bloomfield & Flo Raskin
Dues Evaluation Daniel Jaffe
Endowment Fund Charles Bernstein
Finance Daniel Jaffe
Gan Avraham  
Parents

Toni Mason &  
Carolyn Bernstein

Gan Avraham School  
Committee Aaron Goldberg

House Stephen Shub
Israel Affairs JB Leibovitch
Membership Ulli Rotzscher
Men’s Club Rick Heeger
Omer Lisa Fernandez & Rachel Dornhelm
Personnel Laura Wildmann
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Schools Etta Heber
Social Action Alice Hale
WLCJ Torah Fund Anne Levine
Women of TBA Jessica Sterling & Kathy Saunders
Youth/BBYO/La’atid Amanda Cohen
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FEBRUARY 2018 16 SHEVAT – 13 ADAR 5778 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1    (16 Shevat) 2    (17 Shevat) 3    (18 Shevat) 
    

8:00am Minyan 
followed by Breakfast 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym-Social 
Hall 
4:00-6:00 Bet Sefer 
7:00pm WTBA Girls 
Night Out - BYC: 
Tu B’shvat Seder 

9:30 & 10:45 am 
Shabbat Kindergym-
Social Hall 
6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat-Chapel 

Parashat Vitro 
9:30am Bat Mitzvah of 
Bayla Polston-
Sanctuary 
10:15 am Shabbat 
Mishpacha-Gan 
Gimmel Classroom 
10:15 am T’fillat 
Y’ladim-Chapel 
8th Grade Shul-In 

     5:16 pm Candle lighting 6:17pm Havdalah (42 min) 

4    (19 Shevat) 5   (20 Shevat) 6(21 Shevat) 7    (22 Shevat) 8    (23 Shevat) 9    (24 Shevat) 10    (25 Shevat) 

10:00am Adult Ed 
with Ken Cohen: 
Pesach, Seder & the 
Haggadah – Chapel 
12:30 Haftarah 
Trope class - 
Library 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast 
 
7:30 pm 2nd 
Generation Joint 
Meeting with 
Temple Sinai - 
Chapel 

4:00-6:00pm Bet 
Sefer  

9:30am Weekly Text 
Study in TBA Library 
NO Kindergym  
1:15 pm WTBA-
sponsored Bingo at 
Reutlinger Home 
5:30pm 8th Grade Tichon  
6:00pm 9th & 10th Grade 
Tichon 
7:00pm BBYO-AZA & 
BBG 
7:30 pm Adult 
Conversion class BYC 

8:00am Minyan 
NO Kindergym 
4:00-6:00pm Bet 
Sefer 
6:15 pm Kitah 
Zayin Dinner Class 

NO Kindergym  
6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat-Chapel 
Bet Sefer Kitah Bet 
Share-A-Shabbat 

Parashat Mishpatim 
Shabbat Shekalim 

9:30am WTBA 
Shabbat 
1:00pm Mah Jongg 
for All – Library 
5:30pm Gan 
Avraham Share-A-
Havdallah 

     5:24 pm Candle lighting 6:25pm Havdalah (42 min) 

11   (26 Shevat) 12 (27 Shevat) 13(28 Shevat) 14    (29 Shevat) 15   (30 Shevat) 16    (1 Adar) 17    (2 Adar) 

10:00am Adult Ed 
with Ken Cohen: 
Pesach, Seder & the 
Haggadah – Chapel 
12:30pm Haftarah 
Trope class 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast  
 

4:00-6:00pm Bet 
Sefer 
6:15 pm Kitah 
Dalet Dinner 
class 

9:30am Weekly Text 
Study in TBA Library 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym-Social Hall 
NO 8th grade Tichon 
6:00pm-9th & 10th Grade 
Tichon 
7:30 pm Adult 
Conversion class BYC 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
4:00-6:00pm Bet 
Sefer   

9:30 & 10:45 am 
Shabbat Kindergym-
Social Hall 
6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat-Chapel 

Parashat Terumah 
9:30am Shabbat 
Services-Sanctuary 
10:15 am Junior 
Congregation-Chapel 

     5:31 pm Candle lighting 6:32pm Havdalah (42 min) 

18    (3 Adar) 19    (4 Adar) 20    (5 Adar) 21    (6 Adar) 22    (7 Adar) 23    (8 Adar) 24    (9 Adar) 

9:15 am WTBA 
Woodsy Walk  
10:00am Adult Ed 
with Ken Cohen-
Chapel  
10:00am & 3:30pm 
Sunday Kindergym 

Gan & Office 
closed for 
President’s Day 
 
8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast  

NO Bet Sefer 

9:30am Weekly Text 
Study in TBA Library 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
NO 8th, 9th 10th Grade 
Tichon 
7:00pm BBYO-AZA & 
BBG 
7:30 pm Adult 
Conversion class BYC 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym-Social 
Hall 
NO Bet Sefer 
7:00pm Women’s 
Meditation Group-
Chapel 

9:30 & 10:45 am 
Shabbat Kindergym-
Social Hall 
6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat-Chapel 

Parashat Tetzaveh 
Shabbat Zachor 
9:30am Bat Mitzvah 
of Irene Meklin-
Sanctuary 

     5:39 pm Candle lighting 6:40pm Havdalah (42 min) 

25    (10 Adar) 26  (11 Adar) 27  (12 Adar) 28  (13 Adar)    

8:30am Mishloach 
Manot Assembly 
9:00am Mishloach 
Manot Delivery 
begins 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast  

4:00-7:00pm Bet 
Sefer Purim 
Carnival 
7:30pm TBA 
Board Meeting 

9:30am Weekly Text 
Study in TBA Library 
NO Kindergym  
NO evening classes 

6:15 pm Rock n Roll 
PURIM 

   

 

CALENDAR
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GOURMET GALA - AN EVENING IN THE CATSKILLS
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Oakland, CA 94610

TBA’s youngest members enjoy “Moana” at Erev Xmas, a Temple Beth Abraham tradition.

Erev Xmas: A Family Tradition at TBA
The Men’s Club and Women of TBA joined forces and planned this annual event which 
features dinner and a movie. This year’s movie, Moana, was a big hit with the younger 
crowd, and everyone enjoyed the wide selection of pizzas, salad, and sides, plus the 
giant cake featuring Moana.


