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WHAT’S HAPPENING

i

MAH JONGG
Join us on the 2nd Shabbat 
of the month as we gather in 
the Chapel after Kiddush.
May 12

We will chant, meditate, learn and share  
together in community. Open to everyone,  
absolutely no previous experience required. 

Meditation supports the practice of presence.  
It boosts your immune system, calms your nerves, 
and helps us stay connected with what is most 
important.

RSVP by email jueligarfinkle@gmail.com, if you 
know you are planning to attend. Walk-ins always 
welcome! 

$18 cash or check payable at 
the event.

The evening will be facilitated by 
TBA member Jueli Garfinkle who 
is certified and has been teach-
ing Jewish meditation since 2004. 

Please join us for an evening of  

JEWISH MEDITATION 
Thursday, May 26, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Temple Beth Abraham Chapel

SERVICES SCHEDULE
Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan 
  In the Chapel, 8:00 a.m.
  On Holidays, start time is 9:00 a.m.

Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) 
  In the Chapel, 6:15 p.m.
Candle Lighting (Friday)

May 4 7:44 p.m.
May 11 7:51 p.m.
May 18 7:57 p.m.
May 25 8:03 p.m.

Shabbat Morning 
  In the Sanctuary, 9:30 a.m.
Torah Portions (Saturday)

May 5 Emor
May 12 Behar-Bechukotai
May 19 Bamidbar
May 26 Naso

Use Amazon and TBA will receive a percentage Go to this link and enjoy your shopping!
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1375793

MORNING MINYAN  
on Mondays & Thursdays
Join the regulars at our Minyan service, 
each Monday and Thursday usually start-
ing at 8:00 a.m. (9:00 a.m. start on holi-
days.) The service lasts about an hour, 
and is really a great way to start the day. 
As an added bonus, breakfast is served 
immediately afterwards. To use the old 
expression – try it, you’ll like it. If not as 
a regular, just stop in once or twice and 
see what it’s all about. 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT: 
Baking Secrets Revealed:  

Freedom and Flexibility in Baking
Parve, Gluten-Free, and Vegan recipes included.

Do you believe that baking is a science and that you have to 
follow a recipe to a “Tee?” Understand that baking is an art 
and that there is room for improvisation and variation. Learn 
what different ingredients do for your finished product, and 
why you may never want to use baking soda again. There 
will be samples of baked goods, recipes, explanations and a 
demonstration of making flavored whipped cream. 

Bring your questions and your curiosity about baking (and 
cooking, too). Led by Judy Glick, who has been baking since 
she was a child.

Thursday, May 10, 7-9 PM 
Baum Youth Center

FREE.       Questions and RSVPs:  
Judy Glick, judyglick@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY

 
 
 
 

Temple Beth Abraham  
Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

May 6th 9:30am 
 

Watch your mail for the Agenda,  
2018-2019 Budget and Board Nominations 
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In the Big Jewish Kitchen
The title is meant literally. I learned to cook in a big Jewish kitchen. It was the industrial 
sized kitchen of a Jewish Fraternity, Zeta Beta Tau (ZBT) at Northwestern. During the 
school year there was a professional cook, but during the summer, if you lived in the 
house you were on your own. On a student budget that meant I had to cook, and the only 
kitchen available was meant to feed 50-75 college men at a time. 

Not knowing what to do beyond boiling hot dogs, I decided to experiment. On the first 
night I thought I would give meat loaf a try. I have no idea why I thought I could pull 
this off, but there I went. I knew there was ground beef and bread crumbs in a meatloaf, 
but beyond that I had no idea. I did not own a cookbook, it was pre-internet, and I was 
too lazy to check one out of the library or buy one. So I put it all together, including what 
I thought was the right blend of herbs and spices, turned on the massive oven to 350 
degrees, and voila, it was time for my first self-cooked feast.  

Apparently, cloves are not a good spice to put in meatloaf. Trust me, it was even worse 
than it sounds. After that, I utilized something much more reliable even than the internet, 
I called my Mom. Each night I would call Harriet Bloom, and she would go over instruc-
tions and ingredients with patience and love. 

By the end of the summer, I more or less knew what I was doing. Most of my dishes 
weren’t pretty, but at least they tasted good. To this day, I cook as often as I can at home, 
but almost never for company, because while my food often tastes good, it is usually mis-
shapen.

So much of Jewish culture is determined by food, and for me, it is hard to separate 
Jewish cooking from my Mother’s cooking. My Mother’s homemade Borscht (a meat 
and cabbage based one, not a beet based one), Gefilte Fish from scratch, and Chicken 
Soup, certainly smell and taste of Judaism, but to me, so does her Blueberry Jello Mold, 
Fruited Chicken, and marinated London Broil. I know that the first three are traditional 
Jewish foods and the latter three are not, but like Judaism, they are still recipes that are 
passed down from generation to generation. 

Those phone calls were eventually replaced by a binder of my Mom’s recipes. As you 
can see from the accompanying pictures, the book has become food stained and well 
worn. When Karen makes these dishes they even look good; when I make them, well, at 
least they taste good.

Thank you, Mom, for passing on the recipes and the love. 

FROM THE RABBI
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome to our New Rabbinic Intern
Natasha Mann is entering her final year of studies at 
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles.  
Natasha hails from the grassy hills of Hertfordshire, 
England, and has spent most of her adult life between 
sunny Los Angeles and the Holy City of Jerusalem.  
Natasha is enthusiastic about Jewish education, and strong-
ly believes that our rich tradition can and should enrich the 
lives of Jews.  Alongside many roles in Jewish education, 
Natasha has worked in the nonprofit world, promoting  
better education and legislation on human trafficking 
issues. In her spare time, Natasha enjoys studying Talmud 
and philosophy, traveling, good coffee, and vintage sci-fi.

Everything But the Kitchen (Sink)…
By Laura Wildmann
Most of you probably already know the joke that you can explain every Jewish holiday 
with the line: “They tried to kill us, we survived, now let’s eat.”  So it’s not surprising 
that most of our synagogue activities revolve around food created in our beautiful new 
kitchen – from weekly Shabbat luncheons cooked by our fabulous caterers, to holiday 
celebrations with latkes or hamentashen, to the Gala Gourmet and the Schools Auction 
with their delicious dinners.  Since so much of synagogue life centers on food, and since 
I started my term as president just as our beautiful new kitchen was completed, it seems 
appropriate to use the kitchen theme and my last Omer article as President of Temple 
Beth Abraham to reflect on my years on the TBA Board and on my two years as syna-
gogue president.  

While I am definitely ready to complete my term as president, I am grateful to the syna-
gogue community for the fulfilling opportunity to serve as president and to our clergy 
and staff for all their support during my term.  I am humbled to be part of the amazing 
Temple Beth Abraham community—to be part of its more than 100-year history, to be 
joining the ranks of its many past presidents and leaders, and to be a member of its com-
munity of diverse opinions, talents, and backgrounds.  As president, I appreciated learn-
ing from your many different points of view and backgrounds, the privilege of sharing in 
the community’s celebrations, and the challenge of honing my own leadership skills.

As serving as president of the synagogue, I am proud to say that I am following in my 
father’s footsteps.  Growing up, both my parents served in many leadership roles in the 
Jewish community, including at our synagogue, Jewish Federation, AIPAC, and JCRC.  
I know I learned from them the importance of volunteering in the Jewish community 
– both in terms of building friendships and community and in terms of supporting the 
Jewish community and Israel.  I hope that as a board member and as president I am 
emulating some of the leadership qualities that I learned from my parents, although I 
know I will never be able to tell a joke to start a speech or a meeting as well as my dad.  
And I hope that, just as my sister and I learned the importance of volunteering and com-

cont. on page 19
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EDITOR’S COLUMN
The Taste of the Meals are Terrible, the Holiday Host  
is Incredible
By Lisa Fernandez
My mother is a great person. And a terrible cook.

Passovers are riddled with dry, tasteless turkey. Rosh Hashanah dinners are not com-
plete without tough brisket and weird sides like brussel sprouts roasted with hot, green 
grapes.

She doesn’t know this. She thinks she’s a terrific cook, and recounts tales of her moth-
er’s cooking, which she says were way worse than hers.

But these awful meals have come to be part of our family rituals, eliciting giggles from 
cousins, and chewed up, spit-out food crumpled away in napkins hidden under the 
table.

So for me, holidays haven’t really been about the food. They’re about the atmosphere.

And in that vein, my mother earns the highest marks. She is warm and inviting. 
Strangers – and I do mean strange – are always welcome at her table and she has even 
arranged a marriage or two at a seder. 

What she lacks in culinary skills, she makes up for in fun. Passover jeopardy, original 
songs, crafty ideas for the kids – all are part of her holiday rituals. No one can argue 
that holidays at my mother’s aren’t fun and full of laughter and song. 

So, am I a good cook? I like to think so. It’s taking me years to unlearn how to make 
a terrible brisket. But what I’ve gleaned from Mom is not her recipes (in fact, I try to 
avoid them). What I’ve most tried to emulate is her hostessing style: Open the doors 
wide and let the games begin. 

THE OMER 
We cheerfully accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the seventh of the month  
preceding publication. 

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez & 
Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Jessica Sterling
Calendar Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah  
Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!
Cover Joni Tanis

Copy Editors Lori Rosenthal, Debbie Spangler

Proofreaders June Brott, Charles Feltman, Jeanne Korn, Susan Simon, 
Debbie Spangler

Distribution Hennie Hecht-Zilberberg
Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

eMail omer@tbaoakland.org

Advertising Policy: Anyone may sponsor an issue of 
The Omer and receive a dedication for their business 
or loved one. Contact us for details. We do not accept 
outside or paid advertising.

The Omer is published on paper that is 30%  
post-consumer fibers.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o 
Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610-3232.

© 2018. Temple Beth Abraham. 

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by  
Temple Beth Abraham, a non-profit, located at  
336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610; telephone  
(510) 832-0936. It is published monthly except for  
the months of July and August for a total of 10 issues 
per annum. It is sent as a requester publication and 
there is no paid distribution. 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 
is proud to support the 
Conservative Movement by 
affiliating with The United 
Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism.
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COMMUNITY

Mazel Tov
Confirmation Class of 5778

Bet Sefer Kitah Zayin Graduates
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WOMEN OF TBA OAKLAND RUACH HADASSAH

GIRLS NIGHT OUT: 
Baking Secrets Revealed:  

Freedom and Flexibility in Baking
Parve, Gluten-Free, and Vegan recipes included.

Do you believe that baking is a science and that you have to 
follow a recipe to a “Tee?” Understand that baking is an art 
and that there is room for improvisation and variation. Learn 
what different ingredients do for your finished product, and 
why you may never want to use baking soda again. There 
will be samples of baked goods, recipes, explanations and a 
demonstration of making flavored whipped cream. 

Bring your questions and your curiosity about baking (and 
cooking, too). Led by Judy Glick, who has been baking since 
she was a child.

Thursday, May 10, 7-9 PM 
Baum Youth Center

FREE.       Questions and RSVPs:  
Judy Glick, judyglick@gmail.com

Sponsored by Women of TBA  
& Oakland Ruach Hadassah

ROSH CHODESH  
Monday, May 14
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The group meets monthly on the Monday closest to  
Rosh Chodesh and are facilitated by group members.
Questions? Amy Tessler at abtessler@comcast.net or 
(510) 482-1218 for the upcoming meeting locations. 

FREE. All East Bay women are invited to join.

Hello Hadassah Members and Friends,

On Monday, May 14th, at 7:15 p.m., we will host a cheesecake 
taste-off in honor of Shavuot, which begins the evening of  
May 19th.

Oakland Ruach board members will be baking different varieties 
of cheesecake. We encourage you  to bring your own cheesecake, 
but it is not mandatory. Either way, join us in the festivities and 
rate the cakes. 

To find out the location, RSVP to Judy at judyglick@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you there.

Judy Glick, President and the Oakland Ruach board members.

A DAY AT CJM WITH WTBA

Sunday, June 24
Private tour of the Rube Goldberg Exhibit  

plus hands on art project.

Women, couples, friends, and families invited.

Look for emails and Facebook  
for more details.

Woodsy Walks is on a break in May.
See you on June 17.

These walks, led by Ann Rapson, are a great 
way to meet fellow congregants on an easy 
hike in a local park. The walks are in the 
Oakland area with an occasional meeting 
“through the tunnel”. 

Please join Ann and WTBA for our walk on 
June 17.
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RITUAL AND REASON YOM HA’ATZMAUT CELEBRATION 
Ritual and Reason
By Rabbi Art Gould
Welcome to Ritual and Reason, an exploration of our ritu-
als, the reasons and history behind them, and the effect 
they are designed to produce. 

Imagine you do something that completes a mitzvah. 
Give tzedakah to a homeless person.  Remove an obstacle 
in the road that might cause a blind person to stumble.  
Study Torah. Say the Shema.  If you weren’t thinking 
about the mitzvah at that moment, did you fulfill it? 
Jewish tradition says yes you did. Jewish tradition also 
says no, you didn’t.  Depends whom you ask.   

“Rules of the shema” are the basis for the classic discus-
sion on whether mitzvot tzerikhot kavana (mitzvot require 
intention) or mitzvot einan tzerikhot kavana (mitzvot do 
not require intention).  This is because the twice daily 
Shema is  #MitzvahOne and  #everythingdependsonMitz-
vahOne. Without #MitzvahOne there can be no mitzvot at 
all. Traditionally, if you didn’t accept G-d,it  caused a bit 
of difficulty for fulfilling the other commandments.

“Everyone knows” that we cover our eyes for the Shema!  
But how did this come about? And which Shema? 
Shema in the preliminary service? Shema in the Torah 
service. How about kri-at shema al ha mittah (reciting 
shema right before going to sleep)?  Is there a difference 
between covering the eyes  and closing?  Or can you just 
skip it and still say the Shema?

Bear with me as we make a quick review of the sections 
of “the Shema”. 

The  “Hear O Israel” declaration itself, followed by 

-V’ahavta, in which we accept G-d’s divinity  
(the “yoke of heaven)

-V’haya im shamoa in which we accept the  
“yoke of mitzvot”

-Yetziat Mitzrayim in which we remember escaping  
Egypt (and mention tzitzit)

On the subject of doing mitzvot intentionally we find this 
passage.

(https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.13a?lang=bi).  

One who was reading (sections of the) Torah (that com-
prise the 3 paragraphs of the Shema) during the time for 
reciting the (morning or evening) Shema, if he focused 
his heart he fulfilled (the mitzvah of saying the Shema). 

Sounds pretty simple, yes?  He only completes the mitz-
vah if he was reading the Shema on purpose for the mitz-
vah. As you might expect our people have been picking at 
it and arguing over it with questions like: 

OK, what does “focus his heart mean? Does proof-read-
ing count?  What if she skipped the morning or evening 
blessings that surround the Shema?  Is that a require-
ment?  How loud do you have to say it?  If you only say 
it in your mind, does that count? A foreign language?

Sadly, that’s way too many questions to answer in a 
single column. It turns out that saying the Shema abso-
lutely, positively, requires intent to fulfill the Mitzvah 

Continued on page 18

Yom Ha’Atzmaut at TBA
The ceremony on April 15th, organized by a committee 
of Adi Schacker, Aliza Grayerski Somekh, Oded Pincas, 
and Dvora McLean, included a myriad of Israel focused 
elements: meaningful music and prayers; an Israeli style 
“torchlighting” ceremony; the honoring of several con-
gregants for their commitment to Israel; an update on the 
Masorti (Conservative) movement in Israel by Rabbi Avi 
Novis-Deutsch; and wonderful Israeli food prepared by 
Aliza Grayersky Somekh. 
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GREAT TIME AT THE SCHOOL’S AUCTION
Thank you to Jacqueline Palchik (on right, below) and Elizabeth 
James (not pictured) for cohosting an amazing auction where 
everyone had fun and money was raised. Thank you to all the 
volunteers in the kitchen and the decorating committee.
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GREAT TIME AT THE SCHOOL’S AUCTION
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COOKING CORNER
In the Kitchen
By Faith Kramer
In the Kitchen with My Sister: Memories and a Picadillo 
Recipe from Cuban Flavors

“In the Kitchen” is this month’s Omer theme. I gave some 
thought about how the act of cooking and feeding others 
fits into Judaism and how the symbolism of certain foods 
becomes kind of a prayer we eat, but in the end I decided 
to focus on the time I spent in the kitchen with my sister, 
Beth, of blessed memory.

Beth, our sister Laura, and I grew up with a mother that 
was fearless in the kitchen, perhaps the consequence of 
her having a mother who cooked only a limited number 
of Ashkenazi recipes and most of those fairly bland. (My 
father cooked only once a year, turning our jack-o’-lan-
tern into pumpkin pie.)

Mom grew and dried her own herbs and tried every inter-
national (or international-sounding) recipe she could find 
as we were growing up and she became an expert on 
using seasoning and spices.  She even taught her mother 
to use oregano, although that backfired on her when 
Grandma began putting copious amounts of the dried 
herb in everything.

Mom never taught the three of us how to cook, I think we 
just absorbed it by watching her and having her fearless-
ness leaving us feeling free to experiment. Laura is an 
excellent all around cook but the expert on baking, Beth 
was the balaboosta, cooking up vats of brisket (her recipe 
has been featured here in the Omer, it calls for brisket and 
beef ribs), pans of Italian-American lasagna and baked ziti 
(we grew up in a primarily Italian neighborhood), oceans 
of fresh fish dishes (she and my brother-in-law fished a 
lot), and plentiful portions of what she considered one of 
her specialities — Cuban food (her husband was of Cuban 
heritage and his aunt taught her many recipes).

Luckily, I was able to get the brisket recipe from her (you 
can find it online on the TBA website in the September 
2009 Omer on page 15 or use this link: https://tinyurl.
com/Bethbrisketrecipe). But like so many of us, she 
cooked by taste and instinct and there were no written 
recipes. The exception was her fish recipes. She was com-
piling a book she wanted to call The Fisherman’s Wife. 
Every visit I’d offer to type up the recipes for her. Every 
visit she’d declare they weren’t finished enough for that. 
Her binder with it’s index tabs and lined pages carefully 
and neatly filled with her hand written recipes has not 
been found. Laura and I hope it will still surface one day.

It’s the memory of her Cuban food that inspired this 
column. Whenever I visited there would be at least one 
meal where she pulled out all the stops and made a Cuban 
feast. Sometimes she would give me small jobs (such 
as sautéing the onions), other times I would be given an 
independent assignment (make the salad), but usually my 
job would be to sit and watch and taste and talk about 
how she learned to make the recipe, how she made it her 
own, what other recipes had inspired it and other times 
she had served it.  As sisters who spent too much time 
apart is was our way of reconnecting.

I thought I had Beth’s recipe for picadillo, a seasoned 
ground beef dish, excellent on its own or perfect as a 
stuffing for baked peppers, potatoes or tomatoes,  but 
the slip of paper I had it on has gone AWOL. Then I got 
a copy of Cuban Flavor: Exploring the Island’s Unique 
Places, People, and Cuisine by Liza Gershman (Skyhorse 
Publishing). Gershman is a Jewish Bay Area writer and 
photographer who traveled to Cuba and was inspired by 
the people, colors, sights and food to write a beautiful and 
compelling cookbook that is filled with stories, photos, 
and her take on traditional recipes. When I was reading 
through the book I decided to to try her recipe for Cuban-
Style Picadillo. One bite and I was transported back to 
Beth’s kitchen. 

Volunteer Board
GIVE A NEW PARENT AN HOUR TO SHOWER
This is a perfect mitzvah for those with 
daytime flexibility. Volunteers are need-
ed to provide short daytime sits free 
of charge to our new moms and dads 
allowing them to shower, get a haircut,  
or just take a walk. 
Interested sitters should contact us at  
womenoftba@ tbaoakland.org.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: There is always 
an opportunity to volunteer at Temple 
Beth Abraham. Please consider helping a 
cause or event you feel a connection to. 

WELCOME A NEW MEMBER: Do you have 
time to help deliver TBA’s new member 
baskets? If so, please contact Virginia at 
virginia@ tbaoakland.org
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COOKING CORNER
LIZA GERSHMAN’S  

CUBAN-STYLE PICADILLO
Adapted from Cuban Flavors (Skyhorse 
Publishing)

Serves about 3-4

The book says this amount serves three, but 
in my experience it will feed four or more 
if served as Beth did with yellow rice, 
black beans, twice-fried plantain slices 
(tostones), or other side dish, and a salad. 
(Gershman recommends serving it atop rice 
and fresh lettuce.) If doubling the recipe, 
I would start with the 1/4 cup oil and then 
add more as needed and brown the meat in 
batches to make sure it browns not steams. 

From the book:

“Picadillo is a very traditional dish … The 
exact recipe can change depending on what’s 
available in the house or the market on any 
given day, but the base stays the same.  
Some days, you may find cayenne rather than 
cumin, others you might have red wine vin-
egar rather than red wine. Either way, the 
scent alone of this dish is enough to warm 
the stomachs of your guests, and leftovers 
are unlikely.”

1/4 cup olive oil
1 large white onion, chopped
8 garlic cloves, minced
6 dried bay leaves (use fewer if leaves 

are very big)
2 lb. ground beef (15-20 percent fat)
14.5 oz. can diced tomatoes in juice
3/4 cup raisins
3/4 cup sliced and drained pimento-stuffed 

green olives
1/4 cup tomato paste
1 1/2 tsp. red wine or red wine vinegar
1 tsp. chili seasoning powder
1/4 tsp. ground cumin
1 red bell pepper, diced
1/3 cup capers, drained
Salt, to taste
Ground black pepper, to taste
Chopped cilantro, for garnish

Heat oil in large pot over high heat until 
sizzling. Add onion, garlic and bay leaves. 
Sauté until onion softens, about 5 min-
utes. Add in the beef, breaking into small 
pieces to mix with the ingredients. Sauté 
until browned on the outside and cooked on 
the inside. Carefully drain out the excess 
fat. Mix in the tomatoes with juice, rai-
sins, olives, tomato paste, red wine, chili, 

cumin, red bell pepper, and capers. Bring to 
a simmer and reduce heat to keep at a simmer 
until mixture has thickened, about 8 min-
utes. Taste. Add salt as needed (the olives 
and capers will have contributed salt to the 
flavor) and black pepper to taste. Remove 
bay leaves. If desired, serve atop a bed of 
fresh, chopped lettuce and rice. Sprinkle 
with cilantro.

Note: I like my picadillo with a bit of 
heat.  If you do, too, add 1/4-1/2 tsp. of 
ground cayenne pepper or a good splash of 
hot sauce with the other seasonings.

add end paragraph
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GAN AVRAHAM

Gan Avraham Celebrates Yom Ha’atzmaut!
Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrates Israel’s Independence. At the Gan, we refer to it as “Israel’s Birthday”

Inspired by the quote “All of Israel (the community) is here for one another”, the classes worked to create a snack we 
could all eat together. Kitah Alef made applesauce muffins, Kitah Bet made falafel, and Kitah Gimmel made Israeli 
salad. We also had hummus and pita, straight from Oakland Kosher Foods!

After the yummy lunch we gathered in the courtyard with teacher Liz led us in a few Israeli dances. 
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BET SEFER
Jewish Child Rearing
By Susan Simon
Is there such a thing as a Jewish way to raise a child?  We 
are so integrated into our American society and culture 
that perhaps a distinct Jewish parenting methodology is 
no longer in our consciousness.  Still, our tradition is full 
of wonderful parenting advice.  Let me share some.

Rabbi Abaye lived in Babylonia around the end of the 
third century.  In addition to his many contributions to the 
Talmud, he had strong opinions about raising children.  
He said “My mother said that the proper treatment for a 
child consists of [bathing it in] warm water and [rubbing 
it with] oil.  If [the child] has grown a little, [give the 
child] an egg with kutah [a preservative].  If [the child] 
grows up more [one should expect] the breaking of clay 
vessels.  Therefore Rabbah bought clay vessels in dam-
aged condition so that his children could break them” 
(Yoma 78b).  Was this his way of saying children will be 
children, that we shouldn’t expect them to be as careful 
with possessions as an adult might be, that we shouldn’t 
get upset over these kinds of transgressions?

Here is another one.  “Our Rabbis taught: a minor who 
knows how to shake [the lulav] is required to shake the 
lulav.  [One who knows how] to wrap himself [in a tallit] 
is required to perform the mitzvah of tzitzit … one who is 
able to speak, his father teaches him Torah and the recita-
tion of the Sh’ma” (Sukkah 42b).  What is meant by these 
words?  Could they be an early recitation of differentiated 
learning?  These words don’t say that age 2 a child has to 
learn Torah.  It says when the child is able to speak and 
that varies for children.  When a child is developmentally 
ready to learn certain tasks and concepts, that is when the 
child is obligated to learn.  Such good common sense.

Many of you probably know that Jewish law requires that 
we teach a child to swim.  We learn in Kiddushin 29a that 
“a father is obligated to do the following for his son: to 
circumcise him, to redeem him if he is first born, to teach 
him Torah, to find him a wife, and to teach him a trade.  

Others say: teaching him to swim as well.” (Apologies 
for the male dominated quote but that’s what it says!)  Is 
the text telling us just to teach our children to swim so as 
to keep them safe around water?  Is there something more 
to this teaching?  I think that teaching a child to swim 
is simply an example of the numerous skills we parents 
have to teach our child in order to survive in this world.  

We learn in Shabbat 10b that favoring one child over 
others can have dire consequences.  This is evident in 
the story of Jacob favoring his son Joseph over his broth-
ers.  But we also learn that a parent should not promise 
something to a child and then not deliver on that promise 
(Sukkah 46b).  And we learn in Ta’anit 20a that a good 
parent knows when to be flexible, as the Talmud states 
that a person should never be as inflexible as a cedar tree 
but pliable as a reed.

There are many more Talmudic quotes that illustrate 
the wisdom of our Jewish texts when it comes to child 
rearing.  One I particularly like is found in Proverbs 
22:6 which says that parents should bring up each child 
according to his or her unique personality, character traits 
and talents.  To illustrate this point the sages point to 
the story of Isaac and Rebecca having twin boys, raising 
them exactly the same without regard to their differences.  
But they were most definitely different.  They had differ-
ent physical strengths, different intellectual and emotional 
strengths and different interests.  To expect them to be 
identical human adults as they might have been as infants 
was an error in child rearing.  Each of our children has 
their own unique qualities, strengths, needs and desires. 
The trick is recognizing these and adapting to meet our 
children’s needs.  Maybe we can gain some guidance 
from our Jewish traditions and texts.
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HERTZ FUND RECIPIENT 
A Rich Experience and an Educational 
Trip to Israel.
By Mayer Goldberg
As part of my education at the Jewish Community High 
School of the Bay, our 11th grade class got to visit Israel 
for nearly two full weeks this March. I was fortunate to 
receive a grant from the Hertz Fund by way of Temple 
Beth Abraham. I had an incredible trip, and want to thank 
the Fund and TBA for supporting my trip. For those who 
have never been to Israel, or for those who have only 
gone by themselves or with family, allow me to preface 
this by saying that it pays to go to Israel with a group. 
It may seem a little bit touristy, but take my word for it, 
you will get to experience so much more of Israel than 
you would on your own. I know this was the case for 
me.When I went with my 11th grade class from Jewish 
Community High School  in early March, we had the 
chance to not only travel to and learn about landmarks, 
but to connect with and learn about the people and culture 
of Israel as well.

Here’s a brief overview of what we did: We had the 
chance to visit Beit HaAtzmaut (or Independence Hall), 
where the Israeli Declaration of independence was signed. 
Later we were confronted with the question: “What does 
Israeli culture mean?” as we visited the house of the poet 
Chaim Bialik.

We proceeded to help pick kohlrabi for Leket Israel, the 
national food bank, and befriended members of an Israeli 
pre-army program, called a Mechina. We climbed Mt. 
Meron, the second-tallest mountain in Israel, with the 
Mechina while carrying the Israeli flag in honor of the 
70th anniversary of Israeli independence.

After parting ways with the Mechina, we visited a vil-
lage called Shefar-Am, where Muslims, both Sunni and 
Shia, and Christians, both Catholic and Protestant, live in 
harmony. We learned about coexistence from an imam of 
a Sunni mosque and a priest from the Protestant church.  
Then we visited the Baha’i gardens and learned about 
the Baha’i. Our day ended in a Druze village where we 
learned about their lives  and enjoyed their cuisine.

We returned to Tel Aviv and went cycling, experienced 
“Gaga” dancing, and watched an Israeli musician com-
pose a piece. We went shopping in Shuk Carmel, and 
ended the week with Shabbat. On Shabbat, we took a trip 
to the beach, and then had time to go out with family. (I 
was able to visit relatives on both sides of my father’s 
family.)

Following Shabbat, we headed south, and visited the 
Ayalon Institute, where they once made bullets under-
ground. We stopped in Sderot, where we saw the wall on 
the Gaza border and bomb shelters every 20 meters, and 
ate dinner in a mall in Be’er Sheva.

In the Negev, we climbed a ridge of Makhtesh Gadol, and 
saw into a no-fly zone and nuclear testing facility perime-
ter. We visited a development town called Yerucham, and 
heard the story of how thousands of Jewish immigrants 
were deceived and moved to Yerucham after being told 
they were being moved right next to Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv. We climbed Matzadah, and heard the age-old story 
of rebellion, and then floated in the Dead Sea before we 
went to Jerusalem.

In Jerusalem, we toured the old city, and visited the 
Western Wall. We saw Yad Vashem and Mt. Herzl, and 
again got a chance to visit family. On our last day out, we 
had a chance to meet with six Israelis with vastly differ-
ing viewpoints, and then got to see those viewpoints in 
action at the market. In “short,” that was the whole trip.

How does this jumble of words have meaning to me? 
What did I learn? Did I even have fun? First, on their 
own, they reveal a very rich experience and an educa-
tional trip. Second, I learned that nothing in Israel is as 
simple as I previously thought. Third, I did have fun, 
thanks for asking. Allow me to elaborate a little bit on 
answer two. One of the biggest goals of this trip that The 
Jewish Community High School had in mind was a chal-
lenge to how we previously saw Israel. We were told that 
if we came away from the trip with more questions than 
answers, the school will have done its job. They accom-
plished this goal by exposure. By exposing us to so many 
new people, Muslims, Christians, Druze, Jews, and every-
one in-between, and by letting us experience it all in our 
own unique ways, JCHS completed another successful 
Israel journey.

Of course, none of this would have been possible if I had 
chosen another school. JCHS has the connections to pro-
vide such an experience to its students. However, the trip 
was not entirely free. I deeply thank the Hertz Foundation 
for its gracious contribution towards my voyage to Israel, 
and my parents for sending me to a school where I can 
get these experiences. Finally, I would like to thank all of 
the teachers who planned and led the trip, and put up with 
annoying high school students for two weeks. It is very 
hard to pull off a trip like this for 40 teenagers, but JCHS 
did it quite successfully.
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DONATIONS

Murray Davis Courtyard/Next 
Big Thing Project
 Jessica Siegel
 Alden F. & Sabrina Berdux Cohen
 Jessica Dell’Era
 Renat Engel
 Noah & Carrie Garber
 Judith Klinger
 Gary & Faith Kramer
 Jacqueline Palchik
 Elizabeth Simms

Jack and Jeanette Jeger Kitchen 
Fund
 Jack Coulter, in memory of Cora Coulter

Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund
 Kirk & Dvora McLean, in memory of 

David Saadia

Temple Beth Abraham General 
Fund
 Azary & Clara Blumenkrantz, in  

memory of Pavel Blumenkrantz
 Eve Gordon-Ramek, in memory of 

Miriam Goldberg
 Steven Grossman & Jill Rosenthal, in 

memory of Abe Grossman
 Booker Holton & Elaine Gerstler, in 

memory of Pinky Pencovic
 Randall & Jan Kessler, in memory of 

Alice Kessler
 Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in memory  

of Annie Finkelstein
 Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in memory  

of David Rosenfeld
 Misia Nudler, in honor of Jon Golding, 

congratualtions on your special birthday
 Misia Nudler, condolences to Carla 

Itzkowich, in memory of your father, 
Moises Itzkowich

 Ilya & Regina Okh, in memory of  
Maria Belina

 Barbara Oseroff, in memory of  
Philip Oseroff

 Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in honor 
or Ori Sasson’s birthday

 Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in  
memory of Anne Goor

 Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in  
memory of Annie Finkelstein

 Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in  
memory of Samson Nour-Omid

 Allen & Ellen Rubin, in memory of 
Samuel Pachefsky

 Nissan & Carol Saidian, in memory of 
Vernon Albert Bonar

 Stephen & Susan Shub, in memory of 
Arleen Shub Robinowitz

 Jerome & Beverly Turchin, in memory of 
Melvin Klein

 Steven & Victoria Zatkin, in memory of 
Donald Bleiberg

Prayerbook Fund
 Sarah Cohen, in memory of Victor Samuel 

Cohen, for his año
 Harvey Lutske, in honor of Joel & Jing 

Piser

Kiddush Fund
 Richard & Mary Berkowitz, in memory 

of Alice Jaye Kohn
 Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg, in 

memory of Natalie Berg
 Temple Beth Abraham Men’s Club, 

sponsored a Kiddush in honor of Men’s 
Club Shabbat

 Jon Golding & Carla Itzkowich, spon-
sored a Kiddush in honor of Jon’s birthday 
and in memory of Carla’s father, Moises 
Itzkowich

 Suzanne Goldstein, sponsored a Kiddush 
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of her grand-
son, Isaiah

 Hennie Hecht-Zilberberg, sponsored a 
Kiddush in memory of her husband, Peter 
Hecht on the occasion of his birthday

Minyan Fund
 Alan Gellman & Arlene Zuckerberg, in 

memory of Joseph Zuckerberg
 Martin & Evelyn Hertz, in memory of 

Boris Carasick
 Donation, in honor of Hennie Hecht

Yom Ha Shoa Fund
 Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg, in 

memory of Natalie Berg
 

Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg, in 
honor of Judy Bloomfield

 Sylvia Miller, in memory of Michael 
Nicholas Miller

Rabbi DeKoven Camp Ramah 
Scholarship Fund
 Reuven Glick & Marci Gottlieb, in 

memory of Edward Bernard Glick
 Jeffrey & Mona Morris, in memory of 

Bernie DeKoven
 Misia Nudler, in memory of Aaron Nudler
 Joan Solomon, in memory of Samuel 

Neuman
 Rey Steinberg, in memory of  

Albert Louis Bloch

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
 Shirley Bolton, in memory of  

Raymond N. Bolton
 Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg, in 

memory of Natalie Berg
 Reuven Glick & Marci Gottlieb, in 

memory of Edward Bernard Glick
 Michael & Katherine Maidenberg, in 

memory of Irma Maidenberg
 Colin & Cecile Schlesinger, in memory 

of Donna Goldfein
 Gwynn Simon & Aaron and Noah 

Belkin, in memory of Debbie Simon
Harold Rubel Music Fund
 Sarah Cohen, in memory of Victor Samuel 

Cohen, for his año
Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship 
Fund

 Joseph & Judith Epstein, in memory of 
Joseph Epstein

 Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in memory of 
Herman Hertz

Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach 
Fund
 Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in memory of 

Esther Morofsky

Pola Silver Teen Holocaust 
Education Trip Fund
 Ron & Adele Ostomel, in memory of  

our beloved mother, Pola Silver

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

It is a Jewish tradition to give contributions to commemorate life cycle events and other occasions. Are you celebrat-
ing a birthday, engagement, anniversary, baby naming, Bat/Bar Mitzvah or recovery from illness? Or perhaps remem-
bering a yahrzeit? These are just a few ideas of appropriate times to commemorate with a donation to Temple Beth 
Abraham. These tax-deductible donations are greatly appreciated and are a vital financial supplement to support the 
wonderful variety of programs and activities that we offer.

Thanks again for your support! We could not do it without you! Thank you for your generosity.

Please make checks payable to Temple Beth Abraham and mail to: 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610 
or donate online at http://tbaoakland.org/giving/donate
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LIFE CYCLES 
B’

na
i M

itz
va

h Ariella Garfinkle, May 5, 2018
Hi! My name is Ariella. I recently switched schools and I now happily attend 
Orinda Intermediate School. Some of the things I like doing in my free time 
are playing basketball, hanging out with friends, traveling and so much more. 
Every summer since I was a young girl, my family has travelled for at least 
one month. Many of them were spent in Hawaii, then Oregon and San Diego. 
We have an exciting adventure planned this summer, but more on that in my 
drash. 

The torah portion I am reading is Emor in the book Leviticus. It discusses 
how offerings have to be perfect and unblemished. It also discusses many of 
the Jewish holidays, including Passover, Shavuot,  Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. In my drash I will focus on the perfect, unblemished offerings and 
how I think they connect to today. 

To hear more, please join my family on May 5 for my Bat Mitzvah. I hope to 
see you there!

Rebecca Johnson, May 12, 2018
Hi, my name is Rebecca Johnson and I am a seventh grader at Stanley Middle 
School in Lafayette. I enjoy playing volleyball, baking and hanging out with 
friends.

My Torah portion is a double portion Behar/Bechukotai from the book of 
Leviticus. The part that I will be focusing my drash on is about blessings and 
curses. I’m looking forward to becoming a Bat Mitzvah and celebrating with 
my friends, family and the TBA community.

Hope to see you at my Bat Mitzvah on May 12th!

of the Shema. (One paragraph? Three paragraphs? Don’t 
ask. Traditionally, there is …..an argument. )

Which of all the Shemas require intent?  The two that are 
each  “in the middle of the service”. One in the morning 
Shacharit, and one in the evening Ma’ariv. Not the pre-
liminary. Not the Torah service. Not the bedtime Shema.  
Those have other purposes; they are not for completing 
the mitzvot of saying Shema twice daily.

There are many gestures that can signal intent.  You could 
hold a hand up, or clench your fist tight.  Or pause briefly 
to meditate on the meaning and intent of the Shema. You 
could stand up or lie down to carry out the literal meaning 
of the words. (That suggestion of Bet Shammai got reject-
ed - until some Reform congregations began standing for 
Shema.) We could gather together our tzitzit, but we’re 
already doing that for the third paragraph of the Shema 
which mentions tzitzit. 

Why cover our eyes?  Instinctively, it’s a gesture that 
feels right.  You might think we cover our eyes to accen-
tuate our hearing.  After all, the first two words say “Hear 
O’ Israel.”  But we don’t need to search for or make up an 
explanation, as we know exactly where the custom started 
and by whom.  We find this on the page I mentioned 
above.

Rabbi Hiya said (to his nephew Rav)...When Rabbi 
Yehuda HaNasi passed his hands over his face he accept-
ed the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven upon himself,as 
his Shema was comprised of a single verse.

Find a quiet place, and listen to the noises around you. 
Now close your eyes. The noises become sounds. As you 
listen, the sounds become distinct, and you hear them 
better.   Find a minyan place, and make sounds with the 
people around you.  Cover your eyes for Shema, and the 
sound you make is infused with meaning.  That’s why we 
cover our eyes.

Rituals, cont. from page 9
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LIFE CYCLES

Is your birthday information wrong or missing from this list? Please contact the TBA office to make corrections. 

May Birthdays
MAY 1 - 4
Elliott Albin
Lauren Davis
Ariel Karwat

Ilya Okh
Stephen Tessler
Liliana Bloch

Danielle Jurow
Reuben Liron

Judy Craddick Maccabee
Oscar Mendelson
Jerome Turchin

Elias Levy
Irene Meklin

Eva Rosenberg
Jacob Kubalik
Paul Raskin
Lior Remler

MAY 5 - 11
Juliette Linzer

Liz Willner
Rachel Dornhelm

Etai Weininger
Eli Arriaga Klein

Dan Harris
Avi Joseph

Naomi Kottle
Judith Levy Baker
Michelle Oppen

Michael Selvidge

Warren Gould
Aesa Masliyah

Andrew Rosenblum
Camille Edesess

Amy Gerard
Ezra Kasargod-Staub

Gary Kramer
Anna Morris

Lori Rosenthal
Atara Kelman
Jessica Kessler
Cara Spangler

MAY 12 - 18
Cynthia Berrol
Maya Harlev
Noah Kramer
Steven Zatkin
Ayden Blinick
Isaac Brown
Jordan Rothe
Sharon Alva

Nathaniel Margolin
Helene Moore

Edan Alva
Kerry Demme
Maya Engel
David Gould

Jeff Ilfeld
Dor Kagan
Kerry Segal

Leah Skiles
Emily Karwat
Chen Blatman

Eliza Kauffman
Stuart Korn

MAY 18 - 25
Steven Berl
Heidi Bersin

Judy Bloomfield
Benjamin Hoffman
Rebecca Johnson

Joseph Maidenberg
Peter Miller

Bruce von Kugelgen
Karen Zak

Summer Albin
Liana Barach

Ephraim Margolin
Sarah Applebaum

Joshua Bersin
Jordon Gerstler-Holton

Phil Groman
Laila Maidenberg

Naomi Perl
Leon Bloomfield

David Feldhammer
Dan Shaked
Celia Hill
Eva Paul

Maria Pinkhasov

Kay Warren
Myriam Bayen
Amaya Duffy

Arel Zachary Masliyah
Meliton Cruz Maravilla

Renat Engel
Josh Mailman
Dvora McLean

MAY 26 - 31
Outi Gould

Anne Levine
Sarah Miller

Samantha Spielman
Ariel Klein

JB Leibovitch
Rebecca Rosenthal

Ezra Graham
Eli Kelley

Lev Izzy Kind
Jeremy Kruger
Jerrold Levine

Zea Lindenbaum
Ava Remler

Howard Zangwill
Morris Goldberg

Doreen Alper
Aaron Belikoff
Emily Geagan

Mazel Tov to: 
to Phil & Patricia Groman, on the birth of their son Emanuel Ray

munity from our parents, I am teaching my children the 
importance and value of serving the community through 
my leadership at Temple Beth Abraham.

My family and I have been TBA members long enough 
to have moved from being a new young family with 
babies, to a Bet Sefer family, to an experienced post 
B’nai Mitzvah family, and I look forward to continuing 
to watch Temple Beth Abraham change and grow as we 

become the empty nesters and seniors in the TBA com-
munity.   I hope that as I continue my involvement at 
Temple Beth Abraham, more of you will join the ranks of 
the synagogue volunteers and leaders, inspiring me and 
the rest of the community with your own ideas, talents 
and leadership style and continuing to strengthen our 
amazing community.

President, cont. from page 5
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May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

Rabbi Leo Abrami, Father of Dan (Jennifer) Abrami

Dolores Cain, Mother of Mary Cain Simon (Harlan 
Simon)

Bernie DeKoven, Brother of Elinor DeKoven
Recent Deaths in Our Community

May Yahrziets

16 - 19 IYYAR
May 1 - 4

David Harris
Stephen Kaplan
Olga Kjelsberg
Arnold Rosenthal
Bernard Schreiberg
Rebecca Schulman
Seth Coltoff
Samuel Lichtenstein
James Craft
Rose Schwartz
Gertrude Veiss
Elaine Ehrenkranz
Clarice Ackrish Fanning
Annie Grutman
Gussie Kassels
Eunice Kelly
Samuel Schecht
Manuel Wasserman

20 - 26 IYYAR
May 5 - 11

Helen Bromberg
Dorothy Goldberg
Pauline Zehnqut
Leslie Berger
Jack Fass
Robert Hyman
Irving Dronsick
Margaret Naggar
Harold Rosenberg
Lillian Tuman
Chana Bloch
Charlotte Dane Brodke
Elaine Goodman
Sarah Mendelsohn
Ida Rosen
Heinrich Spritzer

Mathilda Ritter Spritzer
Don Eberhart
Lawrence Freedenberg
Julie Gusfield
Malvin Weiss
Irwin Goldberg
Sylvia Good Margolin
Jeanette Strassman Morow
David Wolffs
Dora Davidson
Leonard Glasser
Esther Morris
Charles Naggar
Rose Sherman
Eve Tobin

27 IYYAR - 4 SIVAN
May 12- 18

Samuel Bercovich
Martin Rockmaker
Rozelina Van Gelder
Shirley Dorfman
Leslie Joseph Belikoff
Morris Elchanan Belikoff
Avram Brisky
Sophie Couzin
Rakel Kantola
Veikko Kantola
Melvin Rifkin
Benjamin Silberman
Alexander Wallis
Huguett Dayan
Jack Lehman
Endre Balint
Sidney Greenstein
Jack Jeger
Rene Nathan
Henry Ring
David Riskin

Sylvia Stein
Robert Berger
Alex Harris
George Morris
Molly Bauer Silverman
George Afterman
Andrew Gooden
Lena Kestenblatt
Shira Weisbach

5 - 11 SIVAN
May 19 - 25

Max Davidson
Anne Gould
Ida Miron
Aaron & Laura Blau
Henry Brentwood Henzel
Roland Breslov
Samuel Burnstein
Stanley Klimen
Ruth Siver
Elynore “Skip” Harris
Anne Kaplan
Meyer Kapler
Aaron Kobel
J. Dorothy Stanfield
Robert Bornstein
Allen M. Brodke
Sarah Hertz
Morris Morrison
Rolf Schlesinger
Minna Bakar
Lena Cohen
Irving (Sunny Boy) Clar
Esther De Vorin
Morris Epstein
Ruth Garfinkle
Joan Kramer
Reuben Kronick

Jack Spritzer
Cecelia Stone
Max Eckstein
Abraham Goldenhar
Irene Lasar
Martha Lerch
Connie Reischer
Abraham Silver
Phillip Weinstein

12 - 17 SIVAN
May 26 - 31

Mannie Moshe Barsel
Fred Knauer
Mr. Muthuramalinpam
Abraham Blumberg
Zelda Jacobs
Minnie Goldstein
Lippi Streiffer
Joseph White
Diana Bereskin
Kathe Biglovsky
Vivian Glick
Harry Reingold
Anna Riskin
David Rosenzweig
Ray Baim
Robert Davis
Jack Gerber
Hyman Gurman
Sy Harris
Sidney Shaffer
Morris Unterberger
David Yaron
Nathan Brody
Fanny Naggar
Leo Selinger
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DIRECTORY COVER ARTIST
GENERAL INFORMATION:  
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.
Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610
Hours M-Th: 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Fr: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930
E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom

Cantor Richard Kaplan,  
kaplanmusic@hotmail.com

Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon 663-1683

Gan Avraham Directors Jill Rosenthal & Marta  
Molina  763-7528

Bookkeeper (x 215) Suzie Sherman
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis
Kindergym/ 
Toddler Program Dawn Margolin 547-7726

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President Laura Wildmann   601-9571
Vice President Alice Hale   336-3044
Vice President JB Leibovitch   653-7133
Vice President Etta Heber   530-8320
Vice President Ulli Rotzscher   559-0632
Secretary David Goodwin   655-0529
Treasurer Daniel Jaffe   479-7441

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like 
to contact the committee chairs, please contact the 
synagogue office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Aaron Paul
Chesed Heidi Bersin & Heiki Friedman
Development Leon Bloomfield & Flo Raskin
Dues Evaluation Daniel Jaffe
Endowment Fund Charles Bernstein
Finance Daniel Jaffe
Gan Avraham  
Parents

Toni Mason &  
Carolyn Bernstein

Gan Avraham School  
Committee Aaron Goldberg

House Stephen Shub
Israel Affairs JB Leibovitch
Membership Ulli Rotzscher
Men’s Club Rick Heeger
Omer Lisa Fernandez & Rachel Dornhelm
Personnel Laura Wildmann
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Schools Etta Heber
Social Action Alice Hale
WLCJ Torah Fund Anne Levine
Women of TBA Jessica Sterling & Kathy Saunders
Youth/BBYO/La’atid Amanda Cohen

About the Cover Artist - Joni Tanis, 
“Radish pink and green”
Joni Tanis is a member of TBA, and an artist living in 
Oakland with her husband Alan, son Harry, and their cats 
Vladimir and Gertie. Her livelihood is catering in private 
homes throughout the Bay Area which includes: fine din-
ing service, florals, buffet design, event planning, cook-
ing, food preparation, and presentation. 

Her art works are often inspired by nature and the way 
things grow. Earlier sculptural works with black rubber, 
extruded neoprene, and materials from discarded wetsuits, 
evoked an organic quality. In recent years, she has used 
common materials such as straight pins, wooden matches, 
cat whiskers, egg cartons, wood, paper, clay, and paint. 
Her drawings are often very colorful. Colored inks, and 
paints are used. “Radish pink and green” is a modern 
take on the beauty of flowers and vegetables. Local fresh 
ingredients inspire both art making and cooking in the 
kitchen. Archival prints from her drawings are available 
in limited addition prints. Gicleé archival limited edition 
prints of this work are framed and ready for purchase.  
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CALENDAR
MAY 2018 16 IYAR– 17 SIVAN 5778 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
  1    (16 Iyar) 2    (17 Iyar) 3    (18 Iyar) 4    (19 Iyar) 5    (20 Iyar) 
  

4-6 pm Bet Sefer 

9:00am Weekly Text 
Study at L’Acajou Cafe 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
1:15 pm WTBA-
sponsored Bingo at 
Reutlinger Home 
6:00pm last 9th Grade 
Tichon 
6:00 pm 10th Grade 
Confirmation 
7:30pm Adult Conversion 
class 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by Breakfast 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
4:00-6:00 Bet Sefer 
7:45 pm Jews in Bad 
Shoes – Bowling with 
the Men’s Club 

9:30 & 10:45 am 
Shabbat Kindergym 
6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat - Chapel 

Parashat Emor 
9:30am Bat Mitzvah 
of Ariella Garfinkle 

10:15 am Shabbat 
Mishpacha - Gan 
10:15 am T’fillat 
Y’ladim - Chapel 

     7:44 pm Candle lighting 8:45pm Havdalah (42 min) 

6    (21 Iyar) 7   (22 Iyar) 8   (23 Iyar) 9    (24 Iyar) 10    (25 Iyar) 11    (26 Iyar) 12    (27 Iyar) 

9:30 am TBA 
Annual Meeting  

8:00am Minyan 
followed by Breakfast 4-6 pm Bet Sefer  

9:00am Weekly Text 
Study at L’Acajou Cafe 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
6:00 pm 10th Grade 
Confirmation 
7:30pm Adult Conversion 
class 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
breakfast 
10:00 & 11:15 am  
Kindergym 
4-6 pm Bet Sefer 
7:00pm WTBA 
Girls Night Out 

9:30 & 10:45 am 
Shabbat Kindergym  
6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat-Chapel 

Parashat Behar-
Bechukotai 

9:30am Bat Mitzvah 
of Rebecca Johnson 
1:00pm Mah Jongg 
for All – Chapel 

     7:51 pm Candle lighting 8:52pm Havdalah (42 min) 

13   (28 Iyar) 14   (29 Iyar) 15  (1 Sivan) 16    (2 Sivan) 17   (3 Sivan) 18    (4 Sivan) 19    (5 Sivan) 

10:00am & 
3:30pm Sunday 
Kindergym  

8:00am Minyan 
followed by Breakfast  
9:30 am Rosh Hodesh 
Group meets off-site 
 

4-6 pm Last Day 
of Bet Sefer 
5:00 pm End of 
School Year 
Assembly & BBQ 

9:00am Weekly Text 
Study at L’Acajou Cafe 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym-Social Hall 
6:00pm Last 10th Grade 
Confirmation 
7:30 pm Last Adult 
Conversion class BYC 

8:00am Minyan 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
7:00 pm Men’s 
Club Poker Night 
7:00 pm Women’s 
Meditation - Chapel 

9:30 & 10:45 am 
Shabbat Kindergym-
Social Hall 
6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat with Bet 
Sefer Zayin 
Graduation - 
Sanctuary 

Parashat Bamidbar 
Erev Shavuot 
9:30am Kitah Vav 
Shabbat Services-
Sanctuary 
6:15 pm Shavuot 
Service with Sticker 
gifts 

     7:57 pm Candle lighting 8:57pm Havdalah (42 min) 

20    (6 Sivan) 21    (7 Sivan) 22   (8 Sivan) 23    (9 Sivan) 24    (10 Sivan) 25    (11 Sivan) 26    (12 Sivan) 
Shavuot I 
 
9:00 am Shavuot 
Service with 
Kiddush 
Luncheon - 
Chapel 

Shavout II 
Gan and Office 
Closed 
9:00am Shavuot 
Service with Yizor & 
followed by Kiddush 
Luncheon – Chapel 

 

9:00am Weekly Text 
Study at L’Acajou Cafe 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
7:00 pm Gan School’s 
Committee Mtg. – Admin 
Office 
7:00 pm BBYO – AZA & 
BBG 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym-Social 
Hall 

9:30 & 10:45 am 
Shabbat Kindergym-
Social Hall 
6:15 pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat-Chapel 

Parashat Nasso 
9:30am Shabbat 
Services 

8:58 Candle lighting 8:59pm Havdalah (42 min)    8:02 pm Candle lighting 9:03pm Havdalah (42 min) 

27  (13 Sivan) 28  (14 Sivan) 29 (15 Sivan) 30   (16 Sivan) 31 (17 Sivan)   

 

Gan & Office Closed 
for Memorial Day 
8:00am Minyan 
followed by Breakfast 

  

9:30am Weekly Text 
Study in TBA Library 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym  
7:00 pm BBYO – AZA & 
BBG 

8:00am Minyan 
followed by 
Breakfast 
10:00 & 11:15 am 
Kindergym-Social 
Hall 
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COMMUNITY-BRAIDING CHALLAH WITH SAM TOBIN



PERIODICALS 
POSTAGE

P A I D
Oakland, CA

Permit No. 020299

Temple Beth Abraham
327 MacArthur Boulevard

Oakland, CA 94610

Celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut with Gan Avraham
!

More photos on page 14.


