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WHAT’S HAPPENING

i

Mah Jongg
Join a game on the second Shabbat of each month as 

we gather in the Chapel after Kiddush.  
For beginners and experienced players.

September 8, October 13, November 10, December 8

SERVICES SCHEDULE
See page 27 for High Holy Day Schedules 
Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan 
In the Chapel, 8:00 a.m.
Watch calendar for start time during holidays

Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) 
  In the Chapel, 6:15 p.m.
Candle Lighting (Friday)

September 7 7:10pm
September 14 6:59pm
September 21 6:49pm
September 28 6:38pm

Shabbat Morning 
  In the Sanctuary, 9:30 a.m.

Torah Portions (Saturday)
September 1 Ki Tavo Leil Selichot
September 8 Nitzavim
September 15 Vayeilech Shabbat Shuva
September 22 Ha’Azinu
September 29 Sukkot Day 6

Use Amazon and TBA will receive a percentage  
Go to this link and enjoy your shopping!:

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1375793

YOUTH SERVICES
Shabbat is a wonderful time for families to unwind together.  Join us for our youth services every month for age appro-
priate services and great opportunities to connect with other parents.  On September 1st we have Shabbat Mishpacha 
for families with pre-school age children and T’fillat Y’ladim for children (accompanied by an adult) in Kindergarten 
through 2nd grades.  Both services start at 10:15 a.m.  For children in 3rd through 6th grades we have Junior 
Congregation on September 8th, also starting at 10:15 a.m.  All services are wonderful for imparting our connection to 
Jewish practice and reinforcing what your children are learning in pre-school and religious school/day school programs.  
Join us - it is a wonderful community of regulars and we want to include you.

ADULT EDUCATION
Join us for eight weeks of learning with Nitzhia Shaked 
starting on Sunday, October 14.  Classes start at 10 AM 
in the Chapel.  Nitzhia’s topic will be Jewish Royalty, 
exploring two kings, David and Solomon, examining 
their shortcomings and successes and their impact on 
Israel.   
$15 per class on $100 for the series – save $20!

UPCOMING EVENTS WITH  
WOMEN OF TBA

Build and decorate the Sukkah with the Men’s Club 
September 23, 2018, 10 AM 
Murray Davis Courtyard at TBA 
No RSVP necessary.  
Bring work gloves; check weather report.

Dinner in the Sukkah with Women of TBA 
September 27, 2018, 6 PM 
FREE.  Dinner provided. 
RSVP to Jill Levine by 9/20/18:   
jillifer33@yahoo.com or (925) 890-6754

Save the Date - Annual WTBA Membership Event 
November 4, 2018 
FREE to WTBA Members 
Details to follow.

It’s time to join WTBA Membership. Watch your email 
for sign-up info or contact Bella Gordon, Membership 
Chair:  2bellagabriella@gmail.com or (510) 499-6325.

MISHPACHA & T’FILLAT Y’LADIM DATES:
September 1, October 6, November 3, December 1 
January 5, February 2, March 2, April 6, May 4

JUNIOR CONGREGATION DATES:
September 8, October 29, November 10, December 8 
January 19, February 16, March 16, April 20

TICHON BET AVRAHAM
For post-b’nai mitzvah students (8th, 9th and 10th 
grades) we have Tichon Bet Avraham.  Classes start on 
Wednesday October 3.  Time to register is NOW.  Sign 
up here:  https://tbaoakland.org/education/tichon-bet-
avraham/ or contact Susan Simon for more information 
(susan@tbaoakland.org).
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COMMUNITY - DO-OVERS

cont. on page 7

Second chances: Torah Fund and me
By Anne Levine
My life cycle of TBA Community involvement is one of 
ebbs and flows. Twenty years ago I began under the tute-
lage of Jeannette Jaegar by assembling and delivering wel-
come baskets to new members, calling on new members 
to welcome them to the community and by expanding my 
Jewish education as part of the Bat Mitzvah 10 – the adult 
bat mitzvah program in 1997. That same year I had my 
first child and by 1999, I was a Gan Avraham parent. Alice 
Hale, our current synagogue president was then the chair of 
the Gan Avraham parent association and by the end of our 
Kitah Alef year Alice was handing me the files and say-
ing “No worries, it’s all in the files.” At a recent Kiddush I 
assured Alice that when her tenure as synagogue president 
ends, I will not be receiving those files.
During the Gan years I served as chair or co-chair of Gan 
Avraham Parents for six years, participated in both the 
Gan Preschool and Bet Sefer committees, acted as the 
schools liaison to the then Sisterhood, now Women of 
TBA, and started our pre-school Shabbat program, Shabbat 
Mishpacha. Over those years I co-chaired Gan Auction, 
organized TBA retreats and as Sisterhood president worked 
with members and staff to put on a great picnic celebrating 
TBA’s 100th year. These were my busy days at TBA. As 
my children approached their bat and bar mitzvah dates I 
found myself both reaping the benefits of the love and sup-
port of our community, but also needing to take a step back 
and re-evaluate what my connection to and involvement in 
TBA life would be post b’nai mitzvah.
Each year I stepped back a little farther. I sat on the 
WTBA Board, but not as an officer. I helped at the auc-
tion, but not as an organizer. I met with the parents who 
continue to shape and grow Shabbat Mishpacha, I read 
Torah from time to time, but I did not find a new role and 
little by little as happens when we step away I felt less 
connected to the community at large.
Sometimes connection comes to us spontaneously, 
‘b’shert’ as they say. More often connection and a sense 
of fulfillment come from showing up, reaching out and 
getting involved. This year I have decided to reboot my 
TBA experience in two ways. 
My first opportunity came over the summer with Rabbi 
Bloom’s class for anyone interested in learning to lead 
various parts of Shabbat services. I attended the class, 
connecting with new members as well as long time syna-
gogue friends. Having acquired my new skills I have also 
led p’seukei d’zimra and the Torah service and plan to 
sign up to continue to lead from time to time.
My second opportunity came by saying yes to WTBA 
when asked if I would once again serve as the Torah Fund 

Turning and returning
By Matthew “Mateo” Jaffe
Last year on Rosh Hashanah I went out for a walk along 
the east ridge of Redwood Regional Park. It’s a route I 
do all the time when I’m looking for a quiet place to be 
with myself, but on that day I didn’t make it all that far. 
Nothing about the setting was different than any other 
day, and yet I could feel myself slowing down, as if my 
body were trying to pull me back to the car, the road, 
somewhere else. I 
didn’t want to turn 
around, though. 
I had planned to 
take the day off 
to be outdoors, 
reflect on the year, 
and contemplate 
my life in solitude. 
For much of my 
“adult” life this 
has been my way 
to observe the 
special sense of 
time created by 
the high holidays, 
but it just didn’t 
feel right this 
time. I pushed myself on, yearning for a spontaneous and 
meaningful moment, until eventually it felt like I was just 
walking into an invisible wall.
When I turned around and headed back I was feeling 
defeated and disappointed, unable to really explain why 
and unsure what to do with the rest of the day. Since 
that moment, I’ve often reflected on the nature of that 
invisible wall. Did I feel so alone that holy day because 
I could see more clearly I was living with a wall around 
me, a barrier that obstructed the connection to something 
greater and outside of myself? Even worse, had I put the 
wall up myself? Prone to self-analysis, I’ve taken the 
time to consider and reconsider whether it was a charac-
ter flaw, weakness, or self-doubt that kept me from going 
further down the trail. I’ve since come to believe that it 
was something deeper, though: a desire within me was 
the author of that wall. What I learned on that day was 
that I’d reached a place where I needed to turn around, 
not wander off. I needed to connect even more openly 
with my partner Lucia, and engage more actively in a 
community, in order to reach myself (let alone a spiritual 
experience). 
It was shortly after then that we began to shul shop, 
which didn’t take long since TBA was our first stop. 
Throughout this first annual cycle as part of the TBA 

cont. on page 7

Mateo and Lucia
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Do or don’t confront me with my failures
A few weeks ago, when the Torah portion was Ekev, I presented the congregation 
that Shabbat morning with two song lyrics that often run through my head.
The first is from Jackson Browne, from a song called “These Days.” The lyric 
goes: “Don’t confront me with my failures; I have not forgotten them.”
The second is from a more contemporary band, my personal favorite band, The 
Avett Brothers, and the song is called “All My Mistakes.” The brothers sing: “But 
I can’t go back and I don’t want to, ‘cause all my mistakes, they brought me to 
you.”
So is it good for us rehash our mistakes so we can learn from them (Avett 
Brothers “All My Mistakes”) or do we remember them all too well so that it is 
unhealthy to relive them (Jackson Browne “These Days”)? The Torah portion 
that day sides with the Avett Brothers. Moses reviews a litany of mistakes the 
Israelites made in their 40 years of wandering the wilderness—complaining about 
the food, being disloyal to God, and the incident of the Golden Calf, among oth-
ers. Moses reminds them of their mistakes so they don’t repeat them when they 
enter the Promised Land.
So I asked the congregation that morning to share their own experiences with 
their neighbors. Are they more of the “don’t confront me with my failures” kind 
of people or a learn from “all my mistakes” kind of people. Some were one or 
the other. Some were a little bit of each. When we came together as a group to 
go over what people had shared with one another, there was no real consensus 
among the group. However, just about everyone talked about incidents related to 
either work or family. “What else is there,” one congregant asked.
As we approach the High Holidays, there are no real mulligans or “do-overs.” 
On the other hand, we have an infinite opportunity for “do-overs” when it comes 
to Hashem. That is what teshuva is all about. We can always return. As it says in 
the Midrash Lamentations Rabba 3:43: “While the gates of prayer are sometimes 
open and sometimes closed, the gates of repentance are always open.”
Let us use the next days and weeks ahead for reflection on what we can learn 
from our mistakes and when it is time to move on. 
L’shana tova umteuka, may this year be a good and sweet new year for all of you. 

FROM THE RABBI

Questions for the Executive Director
How do I become an Usher at services?  
Contact Virginia at Virginia@tbaoakland.org   
It’s a great way to meet other members and move around during services.  

How do I sponsor a Kiddush?

We currently have three dates available to be sponsored.  This is a lovely way to honor somebody, celebrate an occa-
sion, remember a loved one or just say thank you to the congregation.  The financial commitment begins at $360. 
Contact Rayna to arrange your special Shabbat at Rayna@tbaoakland.org 

Dates still available: Oct 27, Dec 15, Dec 22 and a few more to come in 2019.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Taking a chance on a second chance
By Alice Hale
We have all wanted a chance for a do-over at some point in our lives. But doing over 
sometimes means making some very big changes, and it is hard to know when doing 
something over is better than just muddling through with everything as it is.

I was very fortunate in that, about eleven years ago, I got to do-over my career. I had 
been working in publishing and non-profit work, while being a partially at-home mom, 
and I knew I had to make a change. My girls were old enough to not need – or want – 
me around as much. I had been dissatisfied with the jobs I had recently held. 

So I went to see a career consultant, a lovely Jewish woman, as it turned out, who took 
me through a battery of personality tests and skills inventories. At the end of the process 
(and after lots of cups of tea and sharing stories about our families) she told me I should 
go into education, and that it was clear I really wanted to go back to school.

It took me about two seconds to realize she was right. I had toyed with the idea of going 
into early childhood education ever since my girls had attended the Gan. I had even 
taken the necessary classes. Maybe now it was time to take the jump? I wasn’t sure. It 
meant working my way up in a new field. Maybe, given my age, I should just stick with 
the career I already had?

I got my answer soon, thanks to a phone call from Wendy Siver, who was director of 
Gan Avraham at the time. They needed a teacher and she was wondering if by any 
chance, I would be interested in taking the job? It was, as they say, bashert.

Since then I had six great years at the Gan as a teacher, I went back to school and got 
a Master’s degree, and now I work at Chabot College, helping advise early childhood 
development students on their career plans. That includes students, who, like I once did, 
are deciding to do-over their careers and go into teaching. So, in a way, I have come full 
circle.

Looking back, I am very glad I decided to start over, even if it was kind of late in life. 
My new career is rewarding, I work with amazingly smart and dedicated colleagues, and 
my years of work in other fields has given me skills and experiences that support my 
work today.

So if you are trying to decide whether it is time for a do-over in your life, and especially 
if you think you are too old to make a change, ask yourself this – how old would you be 
if you don’t make the change?

L’shanah tovah!

TBA Book Club
Wednesday, October 17, 7:00 PM
We will be discussing the book “Icon of Evil: Hitler’s Mufti and the Rise of Radical 
Islam” by David G. Dalin and John F. Rothmann. 

If you want to join us, please send your RSVP to Judy Glick, at judyglick@gmail.
com to learn the location. Everyone is welcome.
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EDITOR’S COLUMN
Lucky to have minimal regrets
By Lisa Fernandez
OK, so I have a few things that I wished I were able to cross off my bucket list: Being 
a camp counselor, dancing for the show Solid Gold, writing an article for National 
Geographic.

But these things are small. And for the most part, I have no regrets. I love my family, I 
love my job, I feel connected to my community.

And so, I don’t feel the overwhelming urge for any major do-overs. I’m lucky.

I got a chance for a semi-major do-over last year though, when I lost my job, and 
found a new one, which I like way better. My do-over is that late in my journalism 
career, I’m learning new skills: Producing stories for television in addition to writing 
articles. 

I’m hoping that you all feel the same: No real regrets. But I’m also hoping that some, 
or many of you in the congregation, might want to take on some new projects, new 
activism in the coming year. There are a lot of choices. You could get involved in 
politics, in volunteerism and perhaps, contributing to the Omer.

Co-editor Rachel Dornhelm and graphic designer Jessica Sterling and I – all members 
and all working moms –  have been putting the newsletter out for years. And we’re 
always looking for new ideas, stories, photos and cover art. Please join us! 

THE OMER 
We cheerfully accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the seventh of the month  
preceding publication. 

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez & 
Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Jessica Sterling
Calendar Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah  
Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!
Cover Aurora Campbell

Copy Editors Lori Rosenthal, Debbie Spangler

Proofreaders Charles Feltman, Jeanne Korn, Susan Simon, Debbie 
Spangler

Distribution Hennie Hecht-Zilberberg
Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

eMail omer@tbaoakland.org

Advertising Policy: Anyone may sponsor an issue of 
The Omer and receive a dedication for their business 
or loved one. Contact us for details. We do not accept 
outside or paid advertising.

The Omer is published on paper that is 30%  
post-consumer fibers.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o 
Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610-3232.

© 2018. Temple Beth Abraham. 

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by  
Temple Beth Abraham, a non-profit, located at  
336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610; telephone  
(510) 832-0936. It is published monthly except for  
the months of July and August for a total of 10 issues 
per annum. It is sent as a requester publication and 
there is no paid distribution. 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 
is proud to support the 
Conservative Movement by 
affiliating with The United 
Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism.

CORRECTION: A photo of a sun in our June issue incorrectly stated who photographed it. The correct photogra-
pher’s name is Gregg Morris. 
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COMMUNITY - DO-OVERS

Matthew Jaffe, cont. from page 3

Do you 10Q?
By Susan Simon
Funny title for an article, right?  But it’s a legitimate 
question.  We are so busy that oftentimes we just run 
around meeting our obligations and trying to find time to 
breathe that we lose track of what is important to us, our 
goals, our hopes and dreams.  10Q helps to put that back 
into your life.
10Q was created by an organization called Reboot which 
“…provides tools for individuals and communities to 
explore Jewish identity and meaning.”  One of those tools 
includes the 10Q questions.  
When you sign up to participate, each day starting on 
September 9, you will get an email with a question for 
you to consider.  You have your own space that is yours 
and yours alone.  You answer the question online and 
your answer is sent to a vault for safekeeping.  This hap-
pens for 10 days with 10 different questions.  
Next year you will get an email from Reboot that will 
give you access to your questions and answers.  And then 
you start the entire process all over again.  It’s a great 
way to see what you were thinking about the prior year 
and to see whether you have reached your goals or the 
progress you have made.
What kinds of questions do they ask?  Here are samples:

• Describe a significant experience that has happened 
in the last year and how did it affect you.

• Is there something you wish you had done differ-
ently this past year or something you are especially 
proud of?

• Describe one thing you would like to achieve by 
this time next year.

Notice that the questions aren’t limited to Jewish topics – 
they cover any aspect of your life that you would like to 
consider.
10 questions, 10 days, not much time, but perhaps a won-
derful reflective experience as we enter the new Jewish 
year.  Want to play with me?  Here is the link to partici-
pate:  https://doyou10q.com/users/sign_up#signup.

Do-over:  Resumé and cover letter
By Charles Feltman
Starting in 1987, I had unsteady employment for about 
16 months. During that period, I sent out my resumé 
behind a lot of cover letters. Part of my time was spent in 
response to newspaper advertisements. Of course I made 
copies of everything I had sent out over this period. Then 
I saw a familiar advertisement in a newspaper on March 
1988. It was the exact same advertisement I had seen the 
previous June! I had not received any response to my first 
resumé with its cover letter. So I reviewed what I had sent 
in my cover letter back that past June. Nothing in that let-
ter would appear to have excluded my consideration. And 
right then I was rather angry about the lack of response 
back in June. So my new cover letter referenced my old 
one and the lack of response. I suggested that my poten-
tial employer had missed a golden opportunity. But now 
he could remedy this since he was still looking for my 
skills. As it turns out there was a new second position to 
fill like the first one. And because of my aggressive pos-
ture this potential employer was quite intrigued. He was 
also impressed by my degree of organization based on 
my new cover letter. So I was interviewed and hired by 
Measurement and Control Technology (MacTech). That 
was my Do-Over - It was a second chance to make an 
impression and get hired.

community we have felt so welcomed, moved, and uplift-
ed. I won’t try to speak for Lucia’s own personal and 
meaningful journey towards Judaism, but my experience 
of TBA has been that of a return to a greater sense of who 
I am, one that includes much more room for my family, 
ancestors, and those around me every day. 
The word teshuvah comes up often in this season. I’ve 
been thinking a lot about how the process of turning and 
returning has shaped this past year for me, and how every 
step “back” I’ve been taking—waking up on Shabbat 
eager to go to services, putting on tallit and (occasion-
ally) tefillin, leading the Torah service for the first time 
since my bar mitzvah—feels like I’m walking further into 
an embrace with my grandfathers. And on the weekdays 
that I can get myself to the fifth blessing of the Amidah, 
I understand the mysterious desire I felt to turn around 
last year as a little reflection of something much bigger; 
it brings me a sense of humility, awe and responsibility 
to something greater than myself. I will speak for Lucia 
in saying that we are grateful and delighted to feel a part 
of this community, honored and eager to join you for the 
cycles ahead.

chair. Torah Fund is a fundraising arm of the Conservative 
movement whose mission is to support Conservative 
Jewish education worldwide. As Torah fund chair I will 
be reaching out to you through Omer articles, emails and 
fun(d) raising events spreading the word about the ways 
that Torah Fund supports Conservative Jewish institutions 
and touches our lives here at TBA and in the larger Jewish 
community in the United States, Latin America, Europe, 
and Israel.

Anne Levine, cont. from page 3
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WOMEN OF TBA 
Introducing the new Women of TBA board
By Dina Hankin
Every year the Women of TBA gets the opportunity for a do-over!  We have the gift of 
building on our successes of the previous year and learning from our mistakes.  Both 
allow for a “do-over.”  We allow ourselves to repeat things that have been “tradition” 
and to implement new ideas that come from, you, our community.  The past couple of 
years we have been focusing on expanding our community and focusing on making sure 
that all voices and ideas are heard. This year this is particularly evident in the many new 
people joining our Board.  As of June, Jessica Sterling’s stellar leadership of the past 
five years has come to a close and she has built the foundation for our current successes, 
with support of all the board members that have served WTBA with her.  However, it 
was time for her to “move on” to the TBA Board.  She will be deeply missed AND we 
have great things ahead.

We would like to introduce you to the 5779 WTBA board:

Co-Presidents: Kathy Saunders & Dina Hankin
Secretary: Linda Gordon
Treasurer: Jill Levine
Membership: Bella Gordon
Schools Liaison: Sabrina Berdux
Marketing: Angela Engel
Facilitator/Parliamentarian: Nora Morton
Social Action: Dinah McKesey
At-large members:  Judy Glick, Alicia von Kugelgen, and Treya Weintraub

For 5779 we are re-focusing our areas of leadership on the board and continuing to 
reach out to you, the community, to volunteer and “step up” to assist at an event, lead an 
event, or bring a new idea to us and offer to implement it.  We are currently looking for 
a partner to plan and lead some Woodsy Walks or to lead a Girls Night Out.  We are also 
planning to partner with the TBA community to have more involvement in social action 
issues.  If any of these areas interest you, reach out to us.

We have a busy calendar set and look forward to seeing you at some of the following 
events this month:

September 4: Bet Sefer BBQ (for Bet Sefer parents)
September 23: Decorate Sukkah (with Men’s Club)
September 27: Dinner in the Sukkah (for all women)
November 4: SAVE THE DATE for our MEMBERSHIP APPRECIATION EVENT  
(Free for all WTBA members)

For the first time this year, we have joined with the Men’s Club to produce the postcard 
found in your High Holidays siddur!!  We have made it super easy to join and to add 
your membership dues to your TBA invoice.  Simply go to the following link and join 
today:  https://goo.gl/forms/AlPlPoKF6B9G8tSo2  We look forward to seeing you all 
soon. 

L’shana Tova from WTBA!!



9

TORAH FUND

Build & decorate the Sukkah with the Men’s Club 
September 23, 2018, 10 AM 
Murray Davis Courtyard at TBA 
No RSVP necessary.

Dinner in the Sukkah with Women of TBA 
September 27, 2018, 6 PM 
FREE.  Dinner provided. 
RSVP to Jill Levine by 9/20/18:   
jillifer33@yahoo.com or (925) 890-6754

Save the Date - Annual WTBA Membership Event 
November 4, 2018 
FREE to WTBA Members 
Details to follow.

It’s time to join WTBA Membership.  
Watch your email for sign-up info or contact  
Bella Gordon, Membership Chair:   
2bellagabriella@gmail.com or (510) 499-6325.

Sponsored by Women of TBA  
& Oakland Ruach Hadassah

ROSH CHODESH  
No meeting in September

See you on October 8.
The group meets monthly on the Monday closest to  

Rosh Chodesh and are facilitated by group members.
Questions? Amy Tessler at abtessler@comcast.net or 
(510) 482-1218 for the upcoming meeting locations. 

FREE. All East Bay women are invited to join.

Reboot conservative Jewish education: 
Torah Fund 2.0
By Anne Levine
Torah Fund is a fundraising campaign associated with 
the Women’s League of Conservative Judaism and 
dedicated to ensuring our legacy to future generations of 
Conservative Jews by providing scholarships and other 
financial support to the institutions that train our Rabbis, 
Cantors and educators.

This year’s theme is Atid, a Hebrew word meaning future. 
When the classical rabbinic texts speak of the future 
using the word atid, it usually appears in the phrase 
le’atid lavo, which means “in the future to come.” By this 
they mean either the day when the Messiah will  come, or 
olam haba, the afterlife. Contemporary Israelis are known 
to say, with optimism, yesh atid, which means “there is a 
future!” 

How does this future touch us here at Temple Beth 
Abraham? 

TBA member, Jessica Dell’era is currently studying at 
Jewish Theological Seminary in NY. 

Jessica says: 

“My first year at JTS had been a powerful experience, 
blending tradition and practice with modern values and 
perspectives.  I am continually inspired not only by 
my teachers, but also my classmates, who come to the 
Rabbinical School from a wide range of backgrounds 
and with a variety of ultimate career goals. The Torah 
Fund, in addition to contributing to student scholarships, 
arranges and supports student speaking engagements 
within the tri-state area and throughout the country.  

These are wonderful 
opportunities for bud-
ding rabbis to engage in 
teaching their Torah in 
synagogues, colleges, 
and other Conservative 
Movement organiza-
tions. It’s an invaluable 
experience that helps 
us rabbinical students 
develop our sense of 
which directions we 
want to take our rabbinate.”

Our new (and first) Rabbinic Intern, Natasha Mann, is 
entering her final year at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies in Los Angeles. Natasha comes to TBA by way 
of England, Los Angeles, and Jerusalem.  Enthusiastic 
about Jewish learning, philosophy and studying Talmud, 
she believes that our rich tradition can and should the 
enhance the lives of Jews. 

And YOU, because you (and all of us at TBA) will 
directly benefit from both these women’s education. 

As Torah Fund begins its 77th year, and the State of Israel 
enters its 71st, we look forward with joy to our future 
together with you our supporters of Torah Fund.

As a member of our congregation, we hope you too will 
donate to Torah Fund. You are welcome to donate at any 
level you feel comfortable. For more information on 
Torah Fund, Women’s League of Conservative Judaism 
and donating, please contact Anne Levine annelevine52@
gmail.com
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RITUAL AND REASON
Rules of the Sukkah
By Rabbi Arthur E. Gould 
You can build it very small1

You can build it very tall2

You can build it very large3

You can build it on a barge

You can build it on a ship4

Or on a roof but please don’t slip5

You can build it in an alley6

You can build it in a valley

(You shouldn’t build it in a valley7)

1  Maimonides (RMBM) Mishne Torah, Hilchot 
Sukkah, Chapter 4, Section 1.  The minimum height 
of a Sukkah is 10 tepachim. A tepach is a measure of 
the width of the four fingers of one’s hand. My hand 
is 3 ¼ inches wide for a minimum Sukkah height 
of 32 ½ inches.   The minimum allowable width is 
7 tepachim  by 7 tepachim.  This would result in a 
Sukkah of 22 ¾ inches by 22 ¾ inches.  
2  The maximum height is 20 Amot.  An Amah  
is the length from the elbow to the tip of the middle 
finger. My Amah is 15 ½ inches for a maximum 
height of 25 feet. Others say that 30 feet is the 
maximum.
3  According to RMBM the Sukkah can be built 
to a width of several miles. Shulchan Aruch also says 
there is no limit on the size of the width.
4  RMBM Hilchot Sukkah Chapter 4, Section 6.
5  RMBM Hilchot Sukkah Chapter 4, Section 
11. RMBM states that one may construct a Sukkah 
by wedging poles in the four corners of the roof and 
suspending scakh from the poles.  The walls of the 
building underneath are considered to reach upward 
to the edge of the scakh.
6  RMBM Hilchot Sukkah Chapter 4, Section 
8-10 discusses the ins and outs of building your 
Sukkah in an alley or passageway
7  There is a location referred to in the Torah 
(Breshit 14:5 – the war of the kings) and in the 
Talmud called Ashtarot Karnayim.  According to 
the discussion there are two hills, with a valley in 
between where the Sun does not reach. Talmud Bavli, 

You can build it on a wagon8

You can build it on a dragon9

You can make the scakh of wood10

Would you, could you, yes you should

Make the scakh from leaves of tree

You shouldn’t bend it at its knee11

Build your Sukkah tall or short

But no Sukkah is built in the Temple Court

You can build it somewhat soon

You cannot build it in the month of June12

Sukkot 2a. Thanks to the miracle of the Internet, 
Rabbi Joshua Strulowitz (of Congregation Adath 
Israel in San Francisco) commented on this line, 
which now reads correctly.  The halacha is that you 
can build your Sukkah in Ashtarot Karnayim, or 
other places where the sun does not reach the Sukkah 
because of artificial impediments, provided that if the 
impediment were removed, shade from the sun would 
now come through the scakh. Who is wise? One who 
learns from all!
8  RMBM Hilchot Sukkah Chapter 4, Section 6.  
You can go into a Sukkah built on a wagon or a ship 
even on Yom Tov.
9  RMBM Hilchot Sukkah Chapter 4, Section 
6.  OK, RMBM says a camel but dragon rhymes with 
wagon a lot better, don’t you agree.  Anyway, RMBM 
says you can build your Sukkah on a wagon or in 
the crown of a tree, but you can’t go into it on Yom 
Tov. There is a general rule against riding a beast or 
ascending into the crown of a tree on Yom Tov.
10  Chapter 5 deals with the rules for the scakh. 
Basically, you can use that which has grown from the 
ground, and is completely detached from the ground. 
So, for example, you cannot bend the branches of a 
tree over the Sukkah to form the scakh. But you can 
cut the branches from a tree and use them as scakh.
11  This would be a violation of the rule cited in 
the prior footnote.
12  Shulchan Aruch, Hilchot Sukkah, Perek 636, 
Section 1 The Sukkah should not be built sooner than 
30 days before the Hag.  However, if the structure is 
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RITUAL AND REASON
If your Sukkah is well made

You’ll have the right amount of shade13

You can build it very wide

You can not build it on its side 

Build it if your name is Jim

Or Bob or Sam or even Tim

Build it if your name is Sue14

Do you build it, yes you do!

From the Sukkah you can roam

But you should treat it as your home15

built prior to 30 days, as long as something new is 
added within the 30 days, the Sukkah is kosher.  
13  Of course it’s a well known rule that you 
must sit in the shade from the roof of the Sukkah 
and not in the shade that may be cast by the walls.  It 
seems that this might affect the height of the walls, 
depending on the longitude of the location where you 
are building your Sukkah.
14  Traditionally, women, servants and minors 
are patur from the Mitzvah of Sukkah.  In our day we 
hope we know better than to read out half the Jewish 
people from the observance of Mitzvot.  Of course, 
that’s just a personal opinion of the author.
15  RMBM ibid Chapter 6, Section 6 explains 
that you should eat, drink and live in the Sukkah for 
the 7 days as you live in your own home.  One should 
not even take a nap outside of the Sukkah. 

You can invite some special guests

Don’t stay in it if there are pests

You can sleep upon some rugs

Don’t you build it where there’s bugs

In the Sukkah you should sit

And eat and drink but never …..

If in the Sukkah it should rain

To stay there would be such a pain16

And if it should be very cold

Stay there only if you’re bold

So build a Sukkah one and all

Make it large or make it small

Sukkah rules are short and snappy

Enjoy Sukkot, rejoice be happy

16  RMBM ibid, Section 10  If it rains one 
should go into the house.  How does one know if it 
is raining hard enough?  If sufficient raindrops fall 
through the scakh and into the food so that the food is 
spoiled – go inside!
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COOKING CORNER HERTZ SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Revisiting recipes: Addictive chicken
By Faith Kramer
The theme of this Omer is getting a do-over or second 
chance. The concept resonated with me because I am 
going through hundreds of recipes I’ve written in the past 
15 years, looking to reconfigure or rewrite ones to reflect 
today’s tastes, clarify instructions or improve them in 
some way.

One recipe in particular caught my eye for this column 
— my recipe for Oven-Fried Chicken, since it was itself 
a “do-over” of a fondly remembered dish from a kosher 
restaurant in Baltimore.  

Long ago I dated a man with whom I’d eat fried chicken. 
Our favorite place to indulge was in an Israeli restaurant 
on the outskirts of Baltimore, which somehow specialized 
in fried chicken. The details on the restaurant were fuzzy 
for years (with help from my blog readers and the internet 
I was later able to identify it as the Sabra Room), but not 
my memory of that chicken. The fried chicken there was 
truly stupendous, the crust crackly, the chicken tender 
and juicy. It was Maryland style (dipped in egg, flour and 
bread crumbs) but Middle Eastern in its seasoning with 
lots of cumin and hot pepper. It was truly the best fried 
chicken I’ve ever had.

One night as we were coming home from the restaurant 
we put the white cardboard box of leftover chicken 
in the trunk of the car. I think we put it in the trunk 
since we knew the smell of the chicken would drive 
us to distraction if we had the chicken in the main 
compartment.

We drove out of the parking lot and realized we were 
being followed by a small red car being driven by a tall 
man with a large red beard. We tried evasive measures, 
taking odd turns and u-turns, but our pursuer kept up 
with us and seemed to be intent on ramming our Japanese 
import with his. This was our turf though, we knew what 
to do, we drove into the parking lot of the nearest police 
station, screeched to a halt and began yelling for help. We 
eventually discovered that red beard was convinced we 
had just made a drug deal at the restaurant and the box of 
leftover fried chicken in our trunk was the stash we had 
just scored. Clearly our would-be vigilante was fueled 
by his own paranoia, but in one sense he was right, that 
chicken was addictive.

Eventually I moved away from Baltimore, broke up with 
that boyfriend and eliminated most fried foods from my 
diet, but I never forgot that chicken, so when I began 
writing about food and creating recipes I decided to come 
up with a somewhat healthier version of that wonderful 
fried chicken. 

My Oven-Fried Chicken is a redo of my taste memory 
of the Sabra’s version, trying to recreate the texture and 
spicing while reducing fat by removing the chicken’s skin 
and oven baking instead of frying. It is good hot from the 
oven for dinner or room temperature straight from the 
picnic basket at an outdoor get together. 

To accompany the chicken, try the Honey-Mustard Slaw 
with its shreds of crisp cabbage and tangy vinaigrette. 
Both dishes travel well if you are taking them to a picnic 
or potluck (or eating under the sukkah) and the recipes 
multiply well if you are making them for a crowd.

Kosher pierogies and more in Poland and 
Israel
By Micah Bloom
This April, I had the opportunity to go on Shalhevet, a two 
week program through Poland and Israel with a group of 
about 25 Jewish teens from the Bay Area. I got to taste 
some delicious (kosher!) pierogies, become close with a 
Holocaust survivor named Sammy, and get lots of deli-
cious kosher food in Israel. This experience was one of the 
most fun and meaningful things I’ve been able to do, and 
I was truly only able to have the experience thanks to the 
synagogue and the Hertz scholarship fund. Thank you! 
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COOKING CORNER
OVEN-FRIED CHICKEN

Serves 4
Oil spray
1 egg
2 Tbs. lemon juice
1/8 to 1/2 tsp. hot pepper sauce, or to 

taste
3/4 cup flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. ground cumin
1/4 tsp. ground black pepper
3/4 cup panko (Japanese tempura-style) 

bread crumbs or matzah meal
3 pounds of chicken breast halves or 

chicken thighs on the bone, skin removed
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spray a rimmed 
baking tray with oil spray. Set aside. In 
a large, shallow bowl large enough to dip a 
piece of the chicken in, beat the egg with 
the lemon juice and hot pepper sauce. Mix 
the flour with the salt, cumin and black 
pepper and spread on a plate. Spread the 
bread crumbs on a plate as well. Rinse and 
dry skinned chicken.

Dip one chicken piece at a time in the egg 
mixture, turning to coat. Shake off excess 
egg mixture. Dip into flour mixture, turning 
to coat and shaking off any excess. Place 
the chicken piece in the bread crumbs and 
turn to coat, pressing down or patting on 
if needed to cover with bread crumbs. Set 
chicken on prepared baking tray with what 
would have been the skin side up. Repeat 
with remaining pieces of chicken. 

Spray top of chicken pieces with oil spray. 
Put into oven, spraying the top of the 
chicken pieces again with the oil spray 
after about 25 minutes. Bake for about 
another 25 minutes or until the bread 
crumbs are golden brown and the chicken is 
cooked through. (Note: Timing will depend on 
thickness of the chicken pieces. Also, dark 
meat will take longer to cook than white.) 
Be careful not to overcook so chicken stays 
juicy since it will continue to cook. Serve 
hot or at room temperature.

HONEY-MUSTARD SLAW
Serves 6

2 lbs. green cabbage
1/4 cup vegetable oil
2 Tbs. honey mustard
1/2 cup apple cider vinegar
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. ground black pepper

Trim cabbage and remove and discard core. 
Cut or shred cabbage into 1/4-inch shreds or 
slices. Place in large bowl and set aside. 
Mix oil, mustard, vinegar, salt and pep-
per in a small bowl. Whisk until well com-
bined, pour over cabbage shreds and toss to 
mix thoroughly. Serve at room temperature or 
chilled.

Faith Kramer writes a food column for the j weekly and blogs her food at www.clickblogappetit.com  Contact her at 
fjkramer@msn.com

MORNING MINYAN on Mondays & Thursdays
Join the regulars at our Minyan service, each Monday and Thursday usually starting at 8:00 a.m. 
(9:00 a.m. start on holidays.) The service lasts about an hour, and is really a great way to start the 
day. As an added bonus, breakfast is served immediately afterwards. To use the old expression – 
try it, you’ll like it. If not as a regular, just stop in once or twice and see what it’s all about. 



14

GAN AVRAHAM
Afternoon Program/“Floater” Teachers

Ann Bergstrom: I was born and raised in San Francisco, 
but have lived in the East Bay for most of my adult life. I 
graduated from UC Berkeley, after which I tried on a few 
careers, before realizing that early childhood education is 
my true calling. It’s hard to believe that this will be my 
14th year teaching preschool (and my 11th year at Gan 
Avraham)! I live in Temescal with my husband, John and 
our beloved dog, Gracie. In my free time, I enjoy cook-
ing and baking. During football season, I can be found at 
Memorial Stadium for every Cal home game. Go Bears!

Vanessa Kimball: This is my first year teaching pre-
school, and I am so excited to be joining the teaching 
team here at Gan Avraham! I have a Masters in Social 
Work from San Jose State University, and have been 
working with children in various capacities since 2007. 
My background is in social services, including child pro-
tective services, and I have most recently been working 
as a nanny for several Gan families. I am looking forward 
to learning more about early childhood education and 
being a part of this incredible community. 

Lauren Helfand: I started teaching at Jewish preschools 
as a teenager. After college (where I earned a B.A. in psy-
chology), I lived in Israel. When I returned to California, 
I became a sign language interpreter. After many years 
in that field, I realized I really missed Jewish early child-
hood education. So, I decided to take ECE classes and 
have enjoyed taking that step to certify and get back into 
this field. This is my second year at Gan Avraham and I 
am looking forward to being a floater for the school, as I 
will have the opportunity to engage with all the children!

I live with my husband, daughter, and two cats. During 
my free time, I play Mah Jongg, enjoy long walks and 
getting together with friends!

Kitah Alef Teachers

Susan Magnolia: I’ll be starting my time at the Gan 
teaching in the Kitah Alef classroom. I grew up in Los 
Angeles and earned a degree in Child Development, 
while simultaneously gaining experience working with 
both preschool and school-aged children. I have been 
moving my way up the coast of California, via Santa 

cont. on page 16
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BET SEFER
Doing Jewish For the new school year
By Susan Simon
If you have school age children, how crazy is your life 
right now?  How many schedules are you juggling?  How 
many carpools are you participating in?  How are you 
coping with the switch from Summer to Fall schedules?  
It can be daunting to get everything finished each day and 
still have a little time for yourself or your partner.  And 
where does Jewish practice fit into this life?

The start of a new school year is a great time to create 
new routines and practices since it’s a time of change in 
our lives.  We can choose to include Jewish practice into 
our family lives so that we are communicating to our 
children how important our Jewish identity is.  And we 
can do this without adding to our burdens.

Here are some suggestions:

• Make it a practice to recite the Shema with your chil-
dren at bedtime.  And don’t just say it without thought.  
Take a moment with your child to take a couple of 
deep breaths first and feel that wave of relaxation.  
Cover your eyes together so that you can really con-
centrate on the words.  Then chant it together, first in 
Hebrew and then in English.  When you are finished, 
you and your child can say one way that people can be 
kind to each other.  It’s a lovely way to say goodbye to 
the day and relax for the night.  

• Make it a practice to bless your children on Friday 
night before candle lighting.  And if you can’t pull 
it together to have a fancy meal on Friday night 
with candle lighting, wherever you are with your 
children, you can still bless them.  Do it in Hebrew 
or do it in English and kiss their heads and tell them 
you love them.  As they get older they will squirm 
away but that’s okay.  The message is being driven 
home loudly.

• Keep change in your car in a hidden place and make 
it a point when you get out of the car to give some 
coins to your child to give as tzedakah.  Teach your 
child why this is so important and teach them to 
look the person in the eye and smile.  Of course, 
you are right next to your child as this is happening.  
This can be difficult at first but soon your child will 
learn how to handle himself/herself.

• Put coins into a tzedakah box every Friday after-
noon.  Once every couple of months have a fam-

ily meeting about where that money should go.  
Encourage your child to put in some money of their 
own.  And help them research organizations that 
need the money.  They can even set a goal of how 
much they would like to give and work toward it.

• Visit someone who is sick with your child if 
appropriate or have your child make get well cards 
for people you know or for people in hospitals that 
you can deliver.

• Have your child make bags with some basic 
sanitary supplies to hand out to homeless people.  
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, tissues, sanitizer, feminine 
products, socks, all great choices to donate.  You 
can find excuses to give these out – in honor of the 
child’s birthday, in honor of Shabbat, in honor of 
a secular holiday, in honor of Fall beginning, you 
get the idea.  They can decorate the bags and throw 
a couple of candies in there.  Oftentimes there are 
homeless people outside of grocery stores so you 
can keep them in the car and hand them out when 
you see someone.

• When there is a homeless person outside of a store 
that you are shopping in you can buy a ready-to-eat 
food item like a sandwich and you and your child 
can give it to someone.

• You can have a child-set of candlesticks and candles 
so that your child can “light” Shabbat candles when 
you lights yours.  

• Have a good selection of Jewish themed books that 
you read to/with your child at night.  I love Jewish 
fairy tales from all over the world and my kids ate 
them up for many years.

• Have your child help you make matza balls or 
strudel or rugelach or some other typically Jewish 
food.

These are just a few ideas.  When your child grows up in 
a home where “Jewish” is all around them, they learn to 
understand just how important living Jewishly is to you.  
It doesn’t have to add to your stress – it becomes part of 
your way of life.

As you are getting into the swing of new routines for this 
school year, I wish you hatzlacha (success), mazal (a bit 
of luck)  and ahava (love).



16

GAN AVRAHAM

Cruz and Berkeley, before making the Adams Point 
neighborhood of Oakland my home. I am proud to have 
worked for other early childhood centers that I loved 
during my career, including UC Santa Cruz Granary (a 
two- and three-year-old program) and the Pixar Child 
Development center. I have a six year old daughter and 
a partner, with whom I love to spend time while adven-
turing around the Bay Area via public transit. We are a 
car-free family – and love to walk around our neighbor-
hood, calling the Lake Merritt gardens our “backyard”. I 
feel fortunate to have been a stay-at-home parent for five 
years – and am full of gratitude to be here this year at 
Gan Avraham.

Emma Schnur: I was born and raised in a community of 
Jewish Early Childhood Educators in the Bay Area. On 
days off from school when I was growing up, I would 
be a teacher’s aide at the preschool my mother directed. 
I loved being in the classroom and working with teach-
ers so much-- I knew I could never do anything else! 
I received a B.A. in psychology with a minor in (you 
guessed it!) education from UC Davis. I began working 
at Gan Avraham upon graduation in 2010. While work-
ing at the Gan, I obtained a certificate in Jewish Early 
Childhood Education from Gratz College, PA. I strive to 
create a classroom community filled with respect, under-
standing, positive relationships, and Jewish values. This 
will be my second year serving as Gan Avraham’s Jewish 
Resource Specialist (JRS), a role made possible by the 
San Francisco Jewish Community Federation and the Jim 
Joseph Foundation. As the JRS, I work to deepen Jewish 
learning for children, teachers, and parents and engage 
families in Jewish life. We have already had many suc-

cessful programs, thanks to Gan family participation! 
This year I will be going to Israel for ten days to learn 
from Israeli early childhood educators to gain insight into 
how they incorporate Judaism into their curriculum. I 
cannot wait to bring back all that I have learned! 

Karen Llamas: I knew I wanted to be a teacher from 
the moment I stepped foot into my kindergarten class-
room at Bella Vista Elementary in Oakland, CA (I am a 
born and raised native). My favorite game to play with 
children from my neighborhood was “School”, and I 
was always insistent on being the teacher (of course). I 
have been blessed to have been educated by some amaz-
ing and inspiring teachers, from kindergarten all the way 
through to the end of college. I have a bachelor of arts 
degree from San Francisco State University in liberal 
studies with a creative arts emphasis. Because I so adore 
learning, I have continued to take classes at Chabot and 
Merritt Colleges while simultaneously working here 
at Gan Avraham. In fact, I currently hold the role of 
“Education Specialist” at Chabot College, mentoring the 
next generation early childhood teachers now, after being 
a student for so many years. I have been working at Gan 
Avraham for eleven years, and have had the rare opportu-
nity to rotate and work in each and every classroom. 

When I am not working, I love to read, binge-watch 
shows on Netflix, and root for Manchester United soccer 
team!

Gan Avraham, cont. from page 14
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Kitah Bet Teachers

Amanda Jarman: I have a B.A. in child development 
from Mills College and have been teaching, specifically in 
Jewish Education, for the last 20 years. This is my second 
year at TBA. I have a graduate certificate in Jewish early 
childhood education from Gratz College in Philadelphia, 
PA. The main goals I strive to achieve in the classroom 
include: relationship-building, social-emotional develop-
ment and helpful facilitation of children and families creat-
ing positive identities. Kindness, community, respect, and 
self-empowerment are the core values at the forefront of 
my teaching. I have recently been engaged in professional 
development around inclusion and supporting LGBT fami-
lies and people (including children) who identify as non-
cisgender and/or gender-fluid.

I live in Vallejo, California with my husband Chuck, 
our three legged dogs (“tri-pods!”) Morticia and Felix, 
and our cat, Popo. On weekends and time off, I enjoy 
traveling,visiting Disneyland, seeing my parents in Los 
Angeles, and discovering old cemeteries and photography.

Simone Cohen: I have been teaching and caring for 
young children for ten years. I received my Early 
Childhood Education units at Merritt College. My first 
position as a teacher for a program was at Temple Sinai 
Preschool in the two-year-old classroom. Before this 
role, I had gained valuable experience running a small, 
in-home childcare program. This will be my fourth year 
at Gan Avraham; I will spend it with the Kitah Bet class-
room, following the same group (last year’s “twos”) with 
the strong intention of facilitating a smooth transition 
from Kitah Alef. My father, Simon Cohen was the Cantor 
at Temple Beth Abraham many years ago. I feel a strong 
connection to this age group and this community. My 
Husband Chris and I have a daughter, Violet, who will be 
in Kitah Gimmel this year.

Stephanie Mazzia: I have been (in some capacity) 
involved in the field of early childhood education for 
eight years. I earned my Bachelor of Arts degree in 
psychology from University of Oregon, aftzer which I 
sought the early childhood education units required for 
my qualification as a preschool teacher at Santa Rosa 
Junior College. I love interacting with young children and 
helping to develop and nurture their unique personali-
ties and points of view. This will be my first year at Gan 
Avraham, and I feel so honored to be joining this amaz-
ing community!

cont. on page 18
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Kitah Gimmel

Josh Baxter: I have a B.A. in speech communications 
and am certified in early childhood education by Merritt 
College. This will be my second year in Kitah Gimmel 
and as the Gan Avraham Music Specialist. From 2012-
2017, I was a full-time teacher in the "Two's" program at 
Temple Sinai Preschool. Prior to that, I was a substitute 
teacher at Sinai, enjoying challenging work subbing for 
teachers from all of the age groups. I worked at Gan 
Avraham as a teacher from 2003 to 2008 (fun fact: Marta 
was my co-teacher!). I am also a guitar and ukulele teach-
er. I have private students in addition to serving as music 
specialist for several preschools. In the past, I have taught 
team-building, ropes courses, sailing, Environmental 
Education to teenagers and adults alike. When I am not in 
any classroom, you can find me watching Red Sox games 
or making use of my private-pilot license, flying small 
planes around the Bay!

Maya Flagg: I live in Hayward. I love being outdoors 
with my family-- and if I had to choose one place to 
live for the rest of my life, it would be on an island in 
the Caribbean! I enjoy live music and love to eat good 
food. I believe that traveling is the best gift and educa-
tion experience one can receive. I love God and believe 

we should all learn to practice tolerance, forgiveness and 
kindness to one another.

I have been fortunate to have had diverse work experi-
ences in many different industries, with positions span-
ning fashion to the culinary arts. Now, I feel blessed to 
have the opportunity to work as a teacher. I am a mother 
of two beautiful children. My daughter Teddi is 13 years 
old and my son Micah is 10. As I've watched my chil-
dren grow, I have become more and more intrigued by 
the ways the human mind, body and spirit develop. I 
studied early childhood development at Chabot College 
and I truly believe children are our hope for maintaining 
a future on earth. I plan on sharing my gifts and knowl-
edge with our students to help them develop into “whole” 
children. This is my 4th year at Gan Avraham. I look for-
ward to the year we have ahead of us and cannot wait to 
explore, learn and grow together at Gan Avraham!

Laura Gardinier: I have been a teacher at the Gan for 
24 years! I love engaging with the children in the many 
meaningful and joyful traditions at the Gan. As a teacher, 
I enjoy the process of learning through play and discov-
ery; as an exploration of what’s possible and not just the 
end product.

I am an Oakland native, married for 31 years, the mother 
of one son and two daughters, and grandmother to two 
beautiful grandchildren!

I enjoy most outdoor activities. I have recently discov-
ered the joy of kayaking. I also like riding my bike, and 
taking walks and hikes with friends.

When I was growing up, my favorite thing was climbing 
trees.

Gan Avraham, cont. from page 17
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Co-Directors

Jill Rosenthal: I grew up in Cleveland, Ohio. I received a 
BA in Political Science from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison and a Master’s Degree in Social Work from the 
University of Michigan. As a clinical social worker, I 
worked with children and families in a variety of settings 
for several years. After my oldest son began attending 
preschool, I found myself fantasizing about working with 
children in a classroom setting. So, in 1999, I began teach-
ing at a Jewish preschool in Chicago and fell in love! I am 
now in my 12th year at Gan Avraham, my fourth year as 
Co-Director... and I have never loved a job more! I have 
a husband, Steven, and two sons, Leo (25 years old) and 
Ethan (18 years old). I adore being with my family, sing-
ing, cooking, hiking and exploring all the wonderful cul-
ture the Bay Area has to offer.

Marta Molina:  This will be my 16th year serving the 
Temple Beth Abraham community as an early childhood 
educator, while I will be starting my fourth year in the 
role of Co-Director of Gan Avraham Preschool. I was 
born in Santiago, Chile, but came to the United States 
as a toddler. Spanish was my first language and I relied 
on school and peers to learn English (as it was not spo-
ken in my home). I have a BA in Psychology from San 
Francisco State University and have been a preschool 
teacher since 1988. I find this work both challenging and 
satisfying; I feel like I am constantly learning new things! 
I married my middle school sweetheart and we have 
three daughters, ages, 26, 24 and 22, and a three year old 
grandson (you guessed it-- who is enrolled in our Kitah 
Bet class this coming year!). It’s hard to believe that I 
started working at Gan Avraham while all of my daugh-
ters were still just enrolled in elementary school! I really 
enjoy the sense of community I feel here at the Gan. And 
enjoy coming to work every day. Outside of work I like 
taking daily long walks, watching funky independent 
films and listening to a wide array of music.

YOUTH SERVICES
Shabbat is a wonderful time for families to unwind together.  Join us for our youth services every month for age appro-
priate services and great opportunities to connect with other parents.  On September 1st we have Shabbat Mishpacha 
for families with pre-school age children and T’fillat Y’ladim for children (accompanied by an adult) in Kindergarten 
through 2nd grades.  Both services start at 10:15 a.m.  For children in 3rd through 6th grades we have Junior 
Congregation on September 8th, also starting at 10:15 a.m.  All services are wonderful for imparting our connection to 
Jewish practice and reinforcing what your children are learning in pre-school and religious school/day school programs.  
Join us - it is a wonderful community of regulars and we want to include you.

MISHPACHA & T’FILLAT Y’LADIM DATES:
2018: September 1, October 6, November 3, December 1 |  2019: January 5, February 2, March 2, April 6, May 4
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DONATIONS

Murray Davis Courtyard/Next 
Big Thing Building Project
Betty Denenberg Adler
Reuven Glick & Marci Gottlieb
Betty Ann Polse
Jessica Siegel
Jessica Dell’Era
Renat Engel
Noah & Carrie Garber
Judith Klinger
Gary & Faith Kramer
Jacqueline Palchik
Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher, Happy Birthday 

to Ruth Kleinman!
Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher, Mazel Tov to 

Barbara & Sheldon Rothblatt on their 61st 
wedding anniversary

Marvin & Sandy Schotland

Jack & Jeanette Jeger Kitchen 
Fund
Norman & Jo Budman, in loving memory 

of Arthur Roth
Norman & Jo Budman, in memory of 

Nathaniel Margolin
Sari Grossman, in memory of Morrey 

Kenneth Grossman
Richard & Edie Mills, in memory of  

Jack Jeger
Richard & Edie Mills, in memory of  

Ethel Shaffer
Richard & Edie Mills, in memory of  

Pinky Pencovic
Philip M. & Anna Morrison, in memory  

of Morris Morrison

Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund
David Goldstein & Sharon Shoshani
Misia Nudler, in honor of Judy & Brett 

Borah’s special anniversary

Gan Discretionary Fund
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Marie 

Marcus
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Fanny 

Naggar 

High Holy Days Appeal General 
Fund
Herbert & Harriet Bloom

High Holy Day Appeal 
Endowment Fund
Herbert & Harriet Bloom
Angelina Levy

Temple Beth Abraham General 
Fund
Richard & Naomi Applebaum, in honor  

of Stu Korn’s birthday

Rayna & Saul Arnold, in memory of  
Ernie Sherne

Harvey & Fran Blatter, in memory of  
Harry Tuman

Azary & Clara Blumenkrantz, in memory 
of Haja Blymenkrantz

Eleanor Cohen, in memory of Helen 
Dubner

Ann Cohn, in memory of Ken Cohn
Gregory & Amanda Eng
Richard & Janice Freeman, in memory of 

Carl Freeman
Glenn & Amy Friedman, in memory of 

Judith Wallerstein
Peter Gertler, in memory of Shira Weisbach
Steven Glaser & Deena Aerenson, in 

memory of Lee Aerenson and Sandy 
Aerenson

Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Victoria 
Naggar

Warren & Outi Gould, in memory of Anne 
Gould, Albert Gould, Rakel Kantola, and 
Veikko Kantola. 

Morey Greenstein, in memory of  
Anna Greenstein

Philip Hanno & Linda Gordon, in memo-
ry of Bernice Hanno

Philip Hanno & Linda Gordon, in memo-
ry of Harold Hanno

Philip Hanno & Linda Gordon, in memo-
ry of Ruth Gordon

Philip Hanno & Linda Gordon, in memo-
ry of Sumner Gordon

Aretha Caron Harris, blessings for G-d and 
Israel

Stephen & Toya Hertz
Leonard Katz, in memory of Boris Katz
Leonard Katz, in memory of Kenneth Katz
Chris Lehman & Lisa Greenberg, in mem-

ory of Jack Lehman
Jerrold & Anne Levine, in memory of 

Charles Levine
Marie Lorenz, in memory of Abraham 

Lorenz
Adele Mendelsohn-Keinon & Irwin 

Keinon, in memory of Harry Nudler
Adele Mendelsohn-Keinon & Irwin 

Keinon, wishing Cantor Kaplan a con-
tinual recovery

Barbara Oseroff, in memory of  
Daniel Barach

Betty Ann Polse, in memory of  
Bob Rubenstein

David & Lori Rosenthal, in honor of  
Stu Korn’s 65th birthday!

David & Lori Rosenthal, in memory of 
Ronni Rosenberg

Steven Rosenthal & Ailsa Steckel, in mem-
ory of Milton Rosenthal

Steven Rosenthal & Ailsa Steckel, in mem-
ory of Sidney Steckel

Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in honor of 
Cantor Kaplan for healing body and soul

Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in honor of 
Ruth Kleinman’s 70th birthday

Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in memory  
of Miriam Heirshberg

Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in memory  
of Morris Rothblatt

Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in memory  
of Nat Margolin

Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, refuah 
shlema to Yitz Heber

Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher, in honor of 
Cantor Kaplan, refuah schlema, Richard!

Curtis & Adi Schacker, in honor of Cantor 
Kaplan

Curtis & Adi Schacker, in honor of Stu 
and Jeanne Korn

Curtis & Adi Schacker, in memory of  
David Yaron

Stephen & Susan Shub, in memory of 
Harold Rosenberg

Stephen & Susan Shub, in memory of 
Linda Rosenthal

Marvin & Wendy Siver, in memory of 
Ernest Sherne

Michael & Deborah Sosebee, in memory 
of Nathaniel Margolin

Michael & Deborah Sosebee, in memory 
of Steffi Rath

Maurice Weill & Stephanie Williams, in 
memory of Helen Singerman

Kiddush Fund
Charles & Amanda Dahan, Kiddush 

Sponsorship in honor of Amand’s conver-
sion-Mazel Tov!

Gregory & Amanda Eng, Kiddush sponsor-
ship in honor their daughter, Wren Eng

Bet Sefer Kitah Vav Class Parents, 
Kiddush sponsorship in honor of the class

Helen Fixler, get well Cantor Kaplan
Helen Fixler, in memory of Alan Fixler
Max & Lauren Fleisher, Kiddush 

Sponsorship in honor of Lauren’s conver-
sion-Mazel Tov!

Melvin & Margaret Kaplan, in memory of 
Stephen Joseph Kaplan

Ruth Kleinman, in memory of Andrew 
Gooden

Ruth Kleinman, refuah shlema Cantor 
Kaplan

JB Leibovitch & Judy Chun, Kiddush 
sponsored by the The Leibovitch-Chun 
Family as they say Shalom while they 
relocate to St. Louis “Home will always be 
Oakland and TBA”

Misia Nudler, in honor of Eileen Pensky’s 
special birthday

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.
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DONATIONS
Misia Nudler, in honor of Flo and Paul 

Raskin: Congratulations on the marriage of 
your son Jacob to Dara

Arlene Silberzweig, Kiddush sponsorship 
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of her grand 
daughter, Shayna Silverzweig

Harvey & Bernice Schnall, Kiddush spon-
sorship in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their 
grand daughter, Shayna Silverzweig

Rinat Fried & Raphie Breines, Kiddush 
sponsorship in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter, Tamar

Jim & Mala Johnson, Kiddush in honor of 
the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Rebecca

Joel & Jueli Garfinkle, Kiddush in honor 
of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Ariella

Jacqueline Palchik, Kiddush co-sponsored 
to mark the memory of Misia Nudler’s 
son, Harry Nudler and her husband, 
Harold Nudler. Also Mazel Tov to Elinor 
Dekoven on the wonderful occasion of her 
Bat Mitzvah Anniversary - Happy 83rd 
Birthday!

Curtis & Adi Schacker
Elizabeth Simms
Susan Simon
Jonathan Klein & Rebecca Calahan Klein
Nathaniel Jones & Robin Ganek
Marshall & Lynn Langfeld
Richard Levine & Frances Herb
Rabbi and Karen Bloom

Minyan Fund
Jon Golding & Carla Itzkowich, in memo-

ry of Harry Nudler
Allan Green, in memory of Jean Green
Martin & Evelyn Hertz, in memory of Ida 

Carasick Barber
Mark Liss & Bonnie Burt, for Beit Din at 

Temple Beth Jacob

Yom HaShoah Fund
Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher, baruch haba to 

Joel Siegel
Jon Golding & Carla Itzkowich, in memo-

ry of Henry Ramek
Randall & Jan Kessler, in memory of 

Elynore and Seymour Harris
Randall & Jan Kessler, in memory of 

Nathaniel “Nat” Margolin

Rabbi DeKoven Camp Ramah 
Scholarship Fund
Misia Nudler, in memory of Harry Gitman 

Nudler
Elinor DeKoven, get well wishes to Cantor 

Kaplan
William & Sharon Ellenburg, in memory 

of Chuck Marks

Steven & Penny Harris, in memory of Alex 
Harris

Steven & Penny Harris, in memory of 
Nathan Brody

Rey Steinberg, in memory of Celia Bloch
Rey Steinberg, in memory of my dear 

brother, Armond Bloch

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
Doris Weiner-Gluckman, in memory of 

Edward Kushner, Joe Weiner, & Harry 
Gluckman

Joshua & Heidi Bersin, in memory of 
Linda Rosenthal

Joshua & Heidi Bersin, in memory of Sy 
Harris and Skip Harris

Herbert & Harriet Bloom, in memory of 
Ina Nathan

Leon & Judy Bloomfield, in memory of 
Harry Ben David

Michael & Kathy Burge, in memory of 
Violet Burge and Vera Jennings

Lawrence Dorfman, in memory of Shirley 
Dorfman

Eve Gordon-Ramek, Mazel tov to the con-
firmation class of 2018!

Aretha Caron Harris, Blessings for G-d and 
Israel

Jonathan & Joy Jacobs, in memory of 
Zelda Jacobs

Sheldon Kahn & Sarah Liron, In mem-
ory of Alfred L. Miller, Donna Goldfein, 
Sampson Nour-Omid

Joshua Kayman & Rebecca Lesser, in 
honor of Rabbi Bloom, for Judah’s bris

Randall & Jan Kessler, in honor of Rabbi 
Bloom, thank you!

Jonathan Klein & Rebecca Calahan 
Klein, in honor of Suzie’s great work!

Michael & Katherine Maidenberg, in 
memory of Milton Maidenberg

Jeffrey & Judith Quittman, in memory of 
Nancy Quittman

Barry & Hana Rotman, in memory of 
Shelley Rotman

Beth Rubinstein, in memory of Nat 
Margolin

Tsutomu Satomi & Hildie Spritzer, in 
memory of Harry Nudler

Tsutomu Satomi & Hildie Spritzer, in 
memory of Nat Margolin

Lori-Jill Seltzer and Ella Pashman, in 
memory of Saul Seltzer 

Eric Silverman, in honor of Cantor Richard 
Kaplan

Matthew & Lauren Smith, in honor of 
Cantor Kaplan, speedy recovery

Samuel Tobin & Susan Bloch, for inter-
faith programs and Jewish charities

Leonard Quittman Endowment 
Fund
Sally & Victor Aelion, in memory of Larry 

Pencovic
Sally & Victor Aelion and Barry Boton, in 

honor of Agnes Pencovic’s birthday
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Sam Nathan 

and Rene Nathan
Angelina Levy, in memory of David Levy 

and Huguett Dayan
Agnes Pencovic, in memory of Larry 

Pencovic

Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship 
Fund
Agnes Pencovic, best wishes to Cantor 

Kaplan
Agnes Pencovic, best wishes to Alice Hale
Agnes Pencovic, in memory of Ida & Fred 

Brasch 
Joseph & Judith Epstein, in memory of 

Bernice Epstein Glueck
Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in memory of Sarah 

Hertz

Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach 
Fund
Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher, in honor of Adi 

Schaker for the great Yom Hazikkaron & 
Yom Ha’atsma’ut events!

Diane Fass, in memory of Jack Fass
Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in memory of 

Jeanette Strassman Morow

Wasserman Adult Educational/
Cultural Fund
Jeri & Marvin Schechtman, in memory of 

Isadore Schechtman

Jack and Mary Berger Education 
Fund
Naomi Liron, in memory of Helen P. See

Pola Silver Teen Holocaust 
Education Trip Fund
Modena Berger, in memory of Robert 

Berger
Booker Holton & Elaine Gerstler, in 

memory of Johnnie Holton
Jerrold & Anne Levine, in memory of Don 

Eberhart
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LIFE CYCLES
B’

na
i M

itz
va

h Talia Bruner, September 8, 2018
My name is Talia Bruner, and I am 7th grader at Contra Costa Jewish Day School.  I enjoy softball, soccer, musical 
theatre, traveling, hanging out with my friends and spending time with my adorable dog Snowy.

My Torah portion is Nitzavim from the Book of Deuteronomy.  I will be focusing on the covenant between the 
people of Israel and G-d.  If you come to services, I will tell you why I think G-d was very picky about who could 
guarantee the covenant.  Hope to see  you on September 8.

Ellis Moss, September 22, 2018
Hello, my name is Ellis Moss. I am a 7th grader at Piedmont Middle School, and I will 
become a Bar Mitzvah this September. I enjoy hanging out with my friends and playing 
sports such as baseball, basketball and more.

The Torah portion that I am reading is Ha’azinu, which means LISTEN. The reading 
describes Moses’s last words to the Israelites, telling them to listen to their peers and elders.

If you wish to listen to a full explanation of this Torah portion, be sure to join me for my 
Bar Mitzvah on September 22.

Welcome New Members 
Jeremy & Frances Fisher. Sons Benjamin & Zachary
Matthew Jaffe & Lucia Macias
Max & Lauren Fleisher
Sheldon & Susan Werber
Dan Weiner & Lynn Gitomer
Francisco Martinez & Jennifer Weinstein. Children Ayla, twins Elliot & Avi
Rob & Becky Fulop. Daughter Callie
Deborah Levin
Kim Blumberg. Twins Oliver & Lila
Galen & Shiri Lichtenstein. Daughter Eliya
Marc Steyer & Oliva Sanders. Children Ori & Willa

A Note to New Members: 
We would like to introduce you to the TBA community in an upcoming newsletter. Please send a short introduction  
of you and your family, with a digital photo, to omer@tbaoakland.org. Thanks!



23

LIFE CYCLES

Is your birthday information wrong or missing from this list? Please contact the TBA office to make corrections. 

September Birthdays
SEPTEMBER 1 - 7

Emily Harris
Sivan Kagan

Leah Wagner-Edelstein
Dan Abrami

Caroline Frierman
Sophie Goodwin
Maya Groman
Jeffrey Lipsett

Henry Ross
Allen Rubin

Samuel Stone
Arlene Zuckerberg

Diane Abt
Steve Chabon

Seymour Kessler
Jared LaMar

Leo Grossman
Ariella Jessel
Marni Kottle

Amy Wittenberg
Ruth Feldhammer

Steven Glaser
Elizabeth Simms

Rabbi Mark Bloom
Tamira Elul

Franci Kursh
Benjamin Odenheimer

Myles Plumhoff
Greg Sterling
Cheryl Silver

SEPTEMBER 8 - 14
Joy Jacobs

Jess Rigelhaupt
Kenneth Shea Dinkin

Samantha Star
Daniel Weisfield

Rebecca Calahan Klein
Sandra Frucht
Seth Kramer
Irene Partsuf

Avraham (Avi) Remler
Zevan Shuster

Andy Wasserman
Noam Birnbaum

Lara Fowler
Asher Gordon

Noah Lindenbaum
Lindsay Kottle
Jeanne Swartz
Braudy Bersin
Juliette Edesess

Joan Jacobs
Ethan Sheanin
Sarah Tunik

Jennie Chabon
George King

Marcia Wasserman
Alex Bayen

Jonah Bloom
Galvin Fickes

Zachary Fickes
Regina Okh

Shoshana Rosenthal
Roni Schacker
David Scharff
Dana Sheanin

SEPTEMBER 15 - 21
Sam Baum

Lisa Goodman
Eliana Rosenthal
Makayla Stein
Ella Bergman

Josh Berl
Ari Bornstein
Bess Gurman
Zeke Miller
Ellis Moss
Yael Yakar

Gary Zimmerman
Edythe Zuckerberg
Benjamin Friedman

Elanna Kunis
Howard Davis

Milo Davis
Hunter Disco

Lanie Goldberg
Benjamin Jaffe

Samara Ann Kayman
Lucia Macias

Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher
Richard Berkowitz

Caleb Duffy
Knut Grossmann
Rebecca Skiles

Talia Blumberg
Seth Eckstein
Sharon Jacobs
Gina Kessler

Eve Maidenberg
Nora Morton

SEPTEMBER 22 - 28
Theo Jesse Kleinmann

John Rego
Michael Hinckley
Elizabeth Klein

Ranni Albert
Renee Kaiser
Adam Liss

Michael Zatkin
Ariella Joy Garfinkle

Shai Kelman-Weisfield
Joel Freid

Mary Berkowitz
Diane Feldhammer

Frances Fisher
Max Tunik Oppenheimer

Staci Shub

SEPTEMBER 29 & 30
Elan Masliyah
Irene Brauer
Adam Brown
Drew Kessler
Diana Miller

Mazel Tov to: 
Josh Kayman & Rebecca Lesser, on the birth of a son, Judah Kayman

Ben Siegel & Juanita Villa, on the birth of a daughter, Noemi Luna Siegel

Jordan & Sarah Rothe, on the birth of a daughter, Flora Roslyn

Drew & Kelsi Perttula, on the birth of twin daughters, Talia Patricia and Simone Shoshana
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LIFE CYCLES

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

Gwynn Simon, Mother of Aaron and Noah Belkin, sister of 
Harlan (Mary Cain) Simon
Ernest Sherne, Father of Gary Sherne (Sandy Frucht)
Daniel Barach, Brother of Marc (Debra) Barach
Eleanor Greenstein, Wife of Morrie Greenstein
Sylvia Levinson, Mother of Ilan (Vicky) Remler
Jane Deer, Mother of Joe (Lindsey) Kunis

Nathaniel Margolin, Father of Sandy (Dawn) Margolin & 
Stacy Margolin (Howard Zangwill)
Steffi Rath, Mother of Maya Rather (Jonathan Ring)
Ellen Bercovich
Avraham Pincas, Father of Oded (Dara) Pincas
Robert Rothman, Father of Jeffrey (Molli) Rothman

September Yahrziets

21 - 27 ELUL
September 1 - 7
Louis Arnold
Rosa Freimark
Gladys Hyman
Leo Young
Rose Adolph
Rabbi Mayer Goldberg
Samuel Hillman
Zelda Klein
Joseph Landes
Moshe Marcus
Michael G. Melvin
Mundele Litvak Okh
Henry Reingold
Nella Schlesinger
Joanna Stern
Albert Bercovich
Ernest Cohn
Harry Lipka
Pushpa Muthuramalinpam
Rose Nankin
Alexander Rosenberg
Adolph Berkovitz
Nathan Davidson
Florence Fogel
Minnie Wasserman
Matthew C. Arnold
Nessim Cowan
Frances Laddish
Isaac Naggar
Sara Scheinberg
Doris Sutnick
Samuel Zatkin
Adolph Herscu Mantel
Abraham N. Schneider
Sylvia Edelstein Stern

28 ELUL - 5 TISHREI
September 8 - 14
Rabbi Rachlin Baer
Eli Baston
Ethel Baston

Jack M. Garfinkle
Arlene Davis
Abraham Elkin
Ben Horwitz
Lillian Simon Jacober
Joseph Markovits
Eileen Pachefsky
Abraham Breslov
Merle Goldstone
Joyce Levitch
Carolyn Rau
Henry Rosenberg
Benjamin Wolf
Gertrude Kreimerman
Regina Lazar
Bertha Rothman
Norma Bercovich
William Kestenblatt
Jack Kovell
Ely Levis
Nuta Okh
Albert Reingold
Abraham Bauer
Avram Bercovich
George Bruder
Mary Gildea
Ida Gold
Nathan Kurtz
Samuel Weiss
Henry Glasser
Isadore Gottlieb
Jacob Leson
Joseph Schwartz
Pearl Weiner
Ilse Sanders
Wilhelmine Sanders
Fannie Silberman
Lillian Silverman
Pauline Wolf
Bella Wolfe

6 - 12 TISHREI
September 15 - 21
Anne Miller
Kenneth Dean Simon
Arthur Adler
Emma Bolton
Ruth Janger
Samuel Shapiro
Minnie Teverov
Bernard Lutz
Nathaniel Ranzer
Maurice Weinberg
Simma Leson
Robert Middleton
Frances Piser
Mary Plotkin
Harvey Steinberg
Allen (Al) Davis
Sam Grant
Mathilda Kahane
Bertha Rosenstein
Mary Weinstein
Lena Zubkoff
Isedore Isenberg
Gary Rosenfeld
May Landowitz
Elizabeth Rosenberg
Rabbi Morris Schussheim

13 - 19 TISHREI
September 22 - 28
Anna Hammerman
Harry Horwitz
Abraham Maltzman
Florence Dines
Leah Goldberg
Ellen Goldstein
Jack Lorber
Emanuel Riter
Faye Selinger
Solon Weiner
Samuel Burge
Evelyn Gluck

Maurice Goldberg
Edward Hyman
Arthur Kaplan
Rose Wasserman
Fradel Darling
Sam Epstein
Minnie Gershenson
Iris Leve
Harold Nudler
Stanley Reichenberg
Sam Sarver
Melvin L. Simon
Bernice Katz Zywotow
Josephine Bojdak
Benjamin Davidson
Sylvia Elber
Emmi Kruschinski
Dorothy Maccabee
Minnie Markovits
Jack Tessler
Eleanor Davis
Benjamin David Gaynor
Toba Goldenhar
Reba Schechtman

20 & 21 TISHREI
September 20 & 30
Celia Bierman
Edith Kaplan
Beke Schechtman
Fannie Arenbart Sieff
Rebecca Diamond
Max Fass
Rose Semendoff

Recent Deaths in Our Community
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DIRECTORY
GENERAL INFORMATION:  
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.
Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610
Hours M-Th: 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Fr: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930
E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom

Cantor Richard Kaplan,  
kaplanmusic@hotmail.com

Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon 663-1683

Gan Avraham Directors Jill Rosenthal & Marta  
Molina  763-7528

Bookkeeper (x 215) Suzie Sherman
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis
Kindergym/ 
Toddler Program Dawn Margolin 547-7726

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President Alice Hale   333-0416
Vice President Etta Heber   530-8320
Vice President Ann  Rapson   612-2304
Vice President Jessica Sterling   420-1549
Vice President Aaron Goldberg 917-226-1399
Secretary David Goodwin   655-0529
Treasurer Peter Miller   652-7814

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like 
to contact the committee chairs, please contact the 
synagogue office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Aaron Paul
Chesed Heidi Bersin & Heiki Friedman
Development Leon Bloomfield & Flo Raskin
Endowment Fund Charles Bernstein
Finance Peter Miller
Gan Avraham  
Parents

Toni Mason &  
Carolyn Bernstein

Gan Avraham School  
Committee Aaron Goldberg

House Stephen Shub
Israel Affairs open
Membership Ulli Rotzscher
Men’s Club Rick Heeger
Omer Lisa Fernandez & Rachel Dornhelm
Personnel Laura Wildmann
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Schools Etta Heber
Social Action open
WLCJ Torah Fund Anne Levine
Women of TBA Kathy Saunders & Dina Hankin
Youth/BBYO/La’atid Amanda Cohen

Looking for more involvement at TBA?
Look no further.

We are  
looking for  
volunteers  

to help with  
the production  
of the Omer.

Proofreaders  
and artists  

especially needed  
for 2018-19.

Contact omer@tbaoakland.org today!

About the artist: Aurora Campbell
I am a sixth grader at Edna Brewer Middle School in 
Oakland. I enjoy swimming, art, playing piano, logic 
problems and eating. My favorite kinds of art to do are 
clay designs and charcoal drawings. I'm eleven and I've 
been learning at TBA since I was 3. I have a twin sister 
Amalia and a two year old sister at the Gan.
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HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 
HIGH HOLY DAYS SERVICES SCHEDULE 

5779/2018 
 

SELICHOT Saturday, September 1 
  9:30 pm Selichot Service in the sanctuary  
ROSH HASHANAH 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service Sunday, September 9 at 7:45 pm  
 Erev Rosh Hashanah Kiddush sponsored by the TBA Minyan Group 
First Day Service Monday, September 10 at 9:00 am  
Family Service (Children 2 yrs.-1st grade)  9:30 am in the Chapel 
Youth Services (Children grades 2-6)  9:30 am in the Social Hall 
Tashlich Service  5:15 pm, Dimond Park with Beth Jacob and 

                Temple Sinai 
Second Day Services Tuesday, September 11 at 9:00 am 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
Kol Nidre Tuesday, September 18 at 6:45 pm 
Morning Service Wednesday, September 19 at 9:00 am 
Family Service (Children 2 yrs.-1st grade)    9:30 am in the Chapel 
Youth Service (Children grades 2-6)    9:30 am in the Social Hall 
Yizkor Service    10:45 am 
Study Session    2:00 pm in the Chapel 
Individual Blessings    4:00 pm 
Martyrology Service and Mincha     4:45 pm 
Neilah     6:45 pm 
 Break the Fast sponsored by the Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach Fund 
 

SUKKOT 
First Day Service Monday, September 24 at 9:00 am 
 

SHEMINI ATZERET 
Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor Monday, October 1 at 9:00 am 
 

SIMCHAT TORAH 
Erev Simchat Torah Family Service Monday, October 1 at 6:15 pm 
 Experience being encircled by the Torah, followed by music and dancing 
Simchat Torah Tuesday, October 2 at 9:00 am 
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Shanah Tovah
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10 Days. 10 Questions.
Answer one question per day in your own secret online 10Q space. Make 
your answers serious. Silly. Salacious. However you like. It’s your 10Q. 
When you’re finished, hit the magic button and your answers get sent to the 
secure online 10Q vault for safekeeping. One year later, the vault will open 
and your answers will land back in your email inbox for private reflection. 
Want to keep them secret? Perfect. Want to share them, either anonymously 
or with attribution, with the wider 10Q community? You can do that too.
Next year the whole process begins again. And the year after that, and the 
year after that. Do you 10Q? You should.
To get started: https://doyou10q.com/users/sign_up#signup
10Q begins September 9th, 2018

Read Susan Simon’s reflections on 10Q, page 7.

Full High Holy Days Services Schedule on page 27


