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During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be 
the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. — From a Prayer for a Pandemic (author unknown)

From the very old 
(Sarajevo Haggadah  
page 7) to the 
very new (Kveller 
Haggadah page 10) 
read stories about 
congregants’ favorite 
haggadot and their 
seder memories in  
this issue.

Image from the Sarajevo Haggadah
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DIRECTORY SERVICES TIMES AND PARSHOT

SERVICES SCHEDULE
Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan 

Facebook and YouTube, 8:00 a.m.

Friday Morning 
Gan Shabbat, 12:40 PM on Facebook

Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) 
Facebook and YouTube, 6:15 p.m.

Candle Lighting Times (Friday)
March 5 5:48 pm
March 12 5:55 pm
March 19 7:02 pm
March 26 7:08 pm

Shabbat Morning 
Facebook and YouTube, 9:30 a.m.

Torah Portions (Saturday)
March 6 Ki Tisa
March 13 Vayakhel-Pekudei
March 20 Vayikra
March 27 Shabbat HaGadol 

Tzav

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave.  
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours Closed during pandemic 
Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930
E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom
Cantorial Soloist/Hazzanit Yael Krieger
Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon 663-1683
Gan Avraham Director Rachel Fenyves 763-7528
Bookkeeper (x 215) Suzie Sherman
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis
Kindergym/ 
Toddler Program (on hold)

Dawn Margolin  
dawnie57@gmail.com

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President David Goodwin   510-655-0529
Vice President Garrett Schwartz   510-533-6910
Vice President Ann Rapson   510-612-2304
Vice President Jessica Sterling   415-640-5003
Vice President Larry Reback   415-690-9735
Secretary Etta Heber   510-332-9925
Treasurer Peter Miller   510-652-7814
Immediate Past President Alice Hale

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like 
to contact the committee chairs, please contact the 
synagogue office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Aaron Paul
Chesed Heidi Bersin & Heike Friedman
Board of Trustees Jan Kessler
Finance Peter Miller
Gan Avraham School  
Committee Becky Brown

House Stephen Shub
Israel Affairs Ann Rapson

Membership Joe Aamidor, Marlene Dines, 
Stacy Month, Ann Rapson

Men’s Club Bryan Schwartz
Omer see page 6
Personnel David Goodwin
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Schools Jessica Sterling
Social Action Ann Rapson
Women of TBA Gabriella Gordon & Abby Klein
Youth/BBYO/La’atid Celena Ritchey
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Chag Sameach Pesach
Pesach Schedule

All services will be virtual. Watch emial for the links.

Saturday, March 27 

Shabbat Service Saturday March 27 begin at 9:30

1st Seder - March 27, Home Seders

Sunday, March 28

1st Day Pesach Virtual Service to begin at 9:30

2nd Seder March 28, Rabbi Bloom will be  
opening his home seder to the congregation to 
follow along virtually

Saturday, April 3

Shabbat Service - 7th Day Pesach service 
will begin at 9:30

Sunday, April 4

8th Day Pesach Service with Yizkur Service 
will begin at 9:30 
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EVENTS

WEEKLY TEXT STUDY with Rabbi Bloom

Contact rabbibloom@tbaoakland.org  
for Zoom link

SHABBAT MISHPACHA  
WITH AMANDA

MARCH 5
10:15AM ON ZOOM

Use Amazon and TBA will receive a percentage  
Go to this link and enjoy your shopping!:

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1375793

Join Women of TBA & Oakland Ruach Hadassah 

ROSH CHODESH MEETING

MARCH 15 
at 9:30 AM

Monthly meetings on a Monday close to Rosh Chodesh 
and are facilitated by group members.

We are reading  
“America’s Jewish Women:  

A History from Colonial Times to Today”

FREE. All East Bay women are invited to join.

For Zoom link: Amy Tessler at  
abtessler@comcast.net or (510) 482-1218 

Services During Covid:
Morning Minyan moved to ZOOM virtual location. 
8-9am on Monday and Thursday

CLICK HERE

Meeting ID & Passcode in Rayna’s weekly emails.

Monday, March 8
Morning Minyan virtual Zoom location 8-9am  

CLICK HERE

Meeting ID & Passcode in Rayna’s weekly emails.

Tuesday, March 9
Virtual Bet Sefer 4pm 

Wednesday, March 10
Weekly Text Study 9:00am Click here to contact Rabbi 
Bloom for the viewing platform

Adult Education Hebrew Decoding 7:00pm on Zoom-
Click here to sign up through Susan Simon

Thursday, March 11
Virtual Bet Sefer 4pm

Friday, March 12
Kabbalat Shabbat Virtual Service at 6:15pm  

CLICK HERE OR can be accessed through the TBA 
website  www.TBAoakland.org

Saturday, March 13
“A Taste of Text Study” Adult Education 9:00-9:30am. 
Come gain some insight into the Torah. 

CLICK HERE

Meeting ID & Passcode in Rayna’s weekly emails.

Shabbat Virtual Service begins at 9:30am Service 

CLICK HERE OR can be accessed through the TBA 
website at www.TBAoakland.org

Shabbat Mishpacha with children ages up to 5.  
Watch emails for Zoom link 10:15am

Virtual Kiddush: bring your own food and gather after 
services for a WTBA Zoom for ALL

Link opens at 9:45am Service ends around 11am

CLICK HERE

Meeting ID & Passcode in Rayna’s weekly emails.

Watch for Rayna’s weekly Shabbat emails.

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1375793
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88311600272?pwd=Mk91L2F5OUp2VEVqNVFQNUxVcHg1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88311600272?pwd=Mk91L2F5OUp2VEVqNVFQNUxVcHg1UT09
mailto:rabbibloom%40tbaoakland.org?subject=Text%20Study
mailto:Susan%40TBAoakland.org?subject=Adult%20Ed%20at%20TBA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsu0pfoMGIuyBXizWFzPT5w
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84943035472?pwd=SCtrR0wvR0ZjV3QwN09CRyszNFlqZz09 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsu0pfoMGIuyBXizWFzPT5w
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86365387081?pwd=azYzVU4vMDZmVTJlRUdEYW43d1Yrdz09
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FROM THE RABBI
Seders: The Long and Short of It
From the Rabbi
“Once when Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi Elazar, son of Azarya, Rabbi Akiva 
and Rabbi Tarfon were reclining at the seder in B’nai B’rak, and they had spent the 
entire night telling the story of the Exodus from Egypt, one of their students cane and 
said to them: ‘Masters, it is time to recite the morning prayers!’”

It has been a long time since I have been to a Seder that went on until the middle of the 
night like the one described in the Haggadah by the rabbinic sages in B’nai B’rak.  At 
first, it was because I was too young, then it was that I was leading Seders for groups 
that needed a more basic approach, then it was that there were too many children around, 
then it was because of Covid, and soon, it will be because I am too old!

Nevertheless, a Seder doesn’t have to go on all night to be memorable, and I have had 
many. 

There was the community Seder in Atlanta at my student pulpit where 
each and every kid, led by one 5th grader, donated their Afikomen prize to 
Mazon. 

There was the Seder at my South African born friend’s house in 
Cincinnati, where because of the accents, I had trouble understanding the 
Hebrew and the English.

There were the Seders where Micah and Jonah, each at 2 years old, sang 
the entirety of the 4 Questions from memory, but pretended they were 
reading them out of the Haggadah. 

There were the Seders where they were in elementary school where the 
Maggid section was acted out or rapped by my boys instead of read from 
the Haggadah.

One year, before I had children, I gave each of the participants a differ-
ent Haggadah (including the Conservative, Reform, Art Scroll, Chasidic 
Masters, two Feminist and the Santa Cruz versions), and as we went 
through the Seder we discussed the various interpretations brought forth 
by the texts in our hands.  Like the above mentioned rabbis of B’nai B’rak 
our discussions went deep, though not necessarily deep into the night.  

I have done feminist seders, spiritual seders, freedom seders, senior seders, 
outreach seders and interfaith seders.  Despite the repetition of material, 
each has been meaningful and unique.

Last year may end up being the most memorable, with Night 1 being a 
Zoom Seder with our extended family, and Night 2 being streamed on 
Youtube and Facebook. This was the fate of most of our Seders, and they 
may just be the ones that stick in our memories the most. 

Still, one day, if I am able to stay up late enough, I hope to lead one that is more B’nai 
B’rak like. I still don’t think that’s happening this year, but still, one day I will.

For this year, it looks like it is going to be awfully similar to last years, virtual, and 
because it’s not the first time it may not be as memorable. However, long and short of it, 
is that the words of the Haggadah are so important and so beautiful, that it will still be 
incredibly meaningful. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Seder Memories
By David Goodwin
I recently re-read the Robert Louis Stevenson novel Kidnapped—and I’m glad to say 
that I enjoyed it almost as much as I did when I first read it as a child. Anyway, one of 
the characters says “I’ve a grand memory for forgetting,” which struck me as an interest-
ing concept and one that may well be true: I’ve remembered to forget entire years of my 
life.  Except for seders. I remember them all.

I remember seders as a small child and being very nervous about reciting the Four 
Questions before my grandfather, who was born in Poland in the 1880s and doted on 
me as his first really American offspring. I remember a seder when I was 11 or 12 at the 
home of a landsman of my grandparents, when I decided that I was old enough to drink 
all four cups of wine—something that I regretted deeply the next morning. I remember 
my late teens, after my grandparents had died, when I was the one who led the seder 
because my father and my uncle had forgotten most of their Hebrew and how proud my 
father was.  

Then there were the seders that I spent out of the US, mostly when I was in my twenties.  
One was in Jerusalem at the home of a family friend who came to Palestine as a refugee 
in the early 1930s and was a professor at the Hebrew University. There were about 50 
people attending, mostly professors. The seder was half in German and half in Hebrew 
and the highly intellectual conversation afterwards was amazing (and of course they 
all were fluent in English so they were kind enough to speak English for my benefit). 
I attended a community seder in Brussels a couple of years later, with close to 1,000 
people present. Then there was the seder that I attended in Brighton, England, when 
Stella and I were dating, where I was very surprised to be served fish as the main course, 
having forgotten that the English could not possibly end a meal without tea and could 
not possibly have tea without real milk (no tea with lemon, which is what I grew up 
with).  More recently, I attended a community seder in Paris with my daughter Charlotte 
back when she was on her junior year abroad. The seder took place in a heavily guarded 
basement hall in the JCC and was led by the first woman rabbi in France who had a con-
gregation in central Paris, which Charlotte had joined, and by her husband, an American 
reform rabbi with his own congregation in a Paris suburb. The people at our table were 
very gregarious and plied me with questions, which definitely taxed my very weak 
French.

But most of my seders have been local. In one, when Stella and I were grad students 
at Berkeley, we got together with an Israeli couple and argued over every word in the 
Haggadah until after 1:00 a.m. In another, even more lengthy, seder, a few years later at 
the home of an orthodox friend, when we had an infant and were not sleeping very much 
so we didn’t have a lot of stamina, and we gave up around midnight when it became 
obvious that it would be at least a couple of hours more before we would start eating.  
And for most of the past ten years, we have celebrated with friends who live nearby 
and run a very lively seder and, almost as important, serve the best chopped liver in the 
world.

This year’s seder is, of course, poignant. A year ago, we all said “next year in person” 
before concluding with “next year in Jerusalem.” We were naïve, alas, as 2021 appears 
to be too soon to celebrate in person for most of us. Still, Stella and I are looking for-
ward to a Zoom seder with my younger daughter Sophie, who lives in San Francisco, on 
the first night and the TBA seder on the second. May we celebrate in person in 2022.
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COMMUNITY

THE OMER 
We accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the seventh of the month preceding publication. 

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez &
Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Jessica Sterling
Calendar Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah  
Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!
Cover photo Sarajevo Haggadah

Copy Editor Jenny Rooney

Proofreaders Rachel Dornhelm

Distribution online version only during pandemic
Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

email omer@tbaoakland.org

Advertising Policy: Anyone may sponsor an issue of 
The Omer and receive a dedication for their business 
or loved one. Contact us for details. We do not accept 
outside or paid advertising.

The Omer is published on paper that is 30% 
post-consumer fibers.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o 
Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610-3232.

© 2021. Temple Beth Abraham. 

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by  
Temple Beth Abraham, a non-profit, located at  
336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610; telephone 
(510) 832-0936. It is published monthly except for
the months of January, July and August for a total of 9
issues per annum. It is sent as a requester publication
and there is no paid distribution.

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 
is proud to support the 
Conservative Movement by 
affiliating with The United 
Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism.

Why Minyan Matters
By Jon Golding
When I first came to minyan in January 
of 2000, I was a very different person. My 
mother had just passed away and despite the 
fact that I hadn’t been in a synagogue for over 
20 years, I felt compelled to attempt to say 
Kaddish for her that whole year. I was incred-
ibly sad, a bit broken, my Hebrew a faded 
memory, and my davening skills non-existent. 
I felt like an alien and was embarrassed to 
even be in the room with past presidents of 
TBA, the Men’s Club and the Sisterhood, 
people I assumed were much more devout 
than I was. 

They all pitched in to help me get comfortable because 
many of them had been where I stood. Suggesting books 
on the service and Hebrew refreshers, making efforts to 
secure a 10th person so I could honor my mom, and over 
the course of that year making me feel like one of them. 
When the year was over, I could think of nothing I want-
ed more than to be there for the next person like me that 
came through the door.

As time went on, I realized how much more the minyan 
was giving me than I put into it. I was strengthening 
and nurturing a spiritual side of my life I’d long wished 
to develop. I marveled at how different we were in our 
views about Judaism and God, and yet all coming togeth-

er for a morning service that gave a joyous jolt to my 
entire day. I developed a strong connection to our com-
munity, and I felt like I was making a contribution just by 
showing up.

The next thing I knew, I was leading the service, and as 
the faces changed, the feelings did not. Today I cannot 
imagine my life without it. This is my story, my reasons 
why minyan matters, but everyone has their own story. So 
here are reasons from some of the members of your TBA 
minyan on why it matters to them.

Bonnie Burt: I first started going to minyan when my 
dad died suddenly. At first, I didn’t even know what min-
yan really was. But having a regular place to say Kaddish  

continued on page 24
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COMMUNITY

The Lost Haggadah
By Ronn Berrol
The tale of my lost Haggadah starts back in 1985. I had, 
on a whim, in the fall of that year, decided to leave medi-
cal school (or was thrown out, depending on who’s ver-
sion you believe). I had the idea to embark on a grand 
adventure bicycling across Southern Europe with a goal 
of eventually making it back to Israel. During my odys-
sey I cycled into ex-Yugoslavia and down the Dalmatian 
Coast. Eventually I ended up in the historic town of 
Dubrovnick. Outside the gates of the old city, I stumbled 
across a book store while looking to find some English 
language reading. Imagine my delight when I saw they 
were selling a replica of the famed Sarajevo Haggadah. 
For those who don’t know, the Sarajevo Haggadah is a 
wonderfully illustrated Haggadah that is thought to be 
composed in the mid-1300’s in Barcelona and is gener-
ally felt to be one of the oldest Sephardic Haggadot still 
in existence. Now, I was vaguely aware of this legendary 
Haggadah but as soon as I saw it, I knew I needed to buy 
it for my father. You see, my father, Sheldon Berrol (of 
blessed memory) was captivated by different Haggadot 
and had a small, but impressive collection of unusual and 
foreign Haggadot. 

During my travels I was living off my bike, camping on 
farms and staying in the occasional youth hostel to grab 
a hot shower. I was living off a few dollars a day and 
this Haggadah would be a big expense on my travelers 
budget. But I knew I had to buy it. I purchased the lim-
ited edition copy and went to the post office and mailed 
it back to the States, hoping to get it to my father for his 
birthday. It was early November and his birthday wasn’t 
until December 24th, so I felt the timing would be per-
fect. I still have the note I sent him with it, “Dear Dad, 
Saw this and I couldn’t resist–knew you had to add it to 
your collection. Happy B-day, Love, Ronn.”  My father 
loved to surprise other people and so it was doubly satis-

fying for me to know I was buying him something very 
special, and that it had the surprise element he himself 
loved so much. It was probably up to that point in my 
life, the best present I had ever bought for someone and 
the most expensive.

Over the next few months, I would call home every 
couple of weeks (collect of course… no cell-phones or 
internet then, kids) asking if he got anything in the mail. 
The suspense for waiting for him to get it was pretty 
unbearable for me. I hadn’t anticipated the inefficiency 
of a Communist country’s postal system at that time, and 
it was about three months before his birthday present 
arrived. I have never been more proud of a present and 
my father was appropriately surprised and appreciative.

Fast forward to 10 years ago, my father had since passed 
away and while at my mom’s house I asked her if I could 
have the Sarajevo Haggadah to keep at my house. She 
of course said yes, but lo and behold, it was nowhere 
to be found. All we could locate was the accompanying 
booklet that described the folios of the haggadah with 
my birthday note located within. To this day, after going 
through my mother’s and my house numerous times, the 
Sarajevo Haggadah has not turned up. I can only imagine 
that we brought it to someone’s house for a seder or my 
parents took it to a friend’s house for a Chavurah group 
discussion and left it there. I still hope that one day it will 
show up. So if you are an old member of the synagogue 
who knew my parents and one day you notice a copy of 
the Sarajevo Haggadah in your house, it could just be my 
father’s missing Haggadah.

Ronn receiving his tallit from his father at TBA

Ronn and his father later in life

section continued on page 10



8

COMMUNITY

Thank you 
to all who made our 2021 Purim Basket Fundraiser  

a success. Netting nearly $57,000 for the  
TBA Schools with a portion going to  

Mazon, A Jewish Response to Hunger! 
Thanks to all members who donated to  
Mishloach Manot & to those volunteers  

who worked to make it happen!!! 

Route Drivers & Helpers: 
Doreen Alper, Saul & Rayna Arnold, Barry Barnes & Sam 
Spielman, Karen Bloom, Leon Bloomfield, Andy Campbell 
& Rachel Dornhelm & Emmy Dornhelm Campbell, 
Melissa Diamonte, Lisa Fernandez, Max & Lauren 
Fleisher, Aaron Goldberg & Amy Gerard, David Goldstein 
& Sharon Shoshani & Eliana Goldstein, Rachel Goldstone, 
Barbara Gross, Jeff Gutkin & Helene Blatter & Lena & 
Sylvia Gutkin, Ward Hagar, Dina Hankin, Philip Hanno & 
Linda Gordon, Fred & Rose Hoffman, Joy Jacobs, Daniel 
& Talia Jaffe, Julie & Eva Katz, Audrey & Alexander 
Kauffman, Ellen Kaufman, Jan & Randy Kessler, Jessica 
& Ember & Apollo Kessler, Ruth Kleinman & Ulli 
Rotzscher, Judith Klinger, Joan Korin, Rachel Kuperman, 
Mark & Judy Langberg, Lynn Langfeld, Eric Leve, Jerry & 
Anne Levine, Sid Levy, Sarah Liron, Jody London, Joe & 
Eve Maidenberg, Renee Marx, Andrew Meklin, Adrienne 
Miller, Lori Morris, Amy Moscov, Dan Oppenheimer & 
Sarah Tunik, Joel & Jing Piser, Liat Porat, Paul & Flo 
Raskin, Max & Tory & Malcolm Roman, Daryl & Bryna 
Ross, Lori Rosenthal, Robert & Joan Rubin, Jessica Sarber, 
Lori-Jill Seltzer, Caren Sencer, Karen Shaw, Susan Simon, 
Ward & Debbie Spangler, Lisa Tabak & Ari Lipsett, Steve 
& Amy & Scott Tessler, Andy & Marcia Wasserman, 
Debbie Weinstein.

Out of Area Congregant Basket Mailing
Debby Barach

Route Coordination
Jeanne Korn

Data Entry & Database Management
Virginia Tiger 

Mailing Prep: 
Virginia Tiger and Deborah Hoffman Wade

All Kinds of Heavy Lifting & Support 
Joe Lewis, Gilbert Berry, Floyd O’Neal, Will Stanley, 
Juston Woodard

Food Sourcing:
Jing Piser, Steve Tessler, Rick Heeger

Basket Contents: 
American Licorice- Red Vines, Mollie Hertz Interfaith 
Outreach Fund and Arthur Beren – Bonne Maman Pre-
serves, Gus Community Market San Francisco – Gar-
banzo Beans, Joel & Jing Piser- Hamantaschen Dough 
“Puck” Production, Semifreddi’s Bakery/ 
Michael Rose-Chocolate Dipped Biscotti, Norm Hersch 
& Cost Less Inventory Services – wine, TBA Men’s 
Club – Bags, Trader Joe’s and Liat Bostick – Trader 
Joe’s Chocolate Bars, The Grubb Company, Women of 
TBA – Hamantaschen Dough Ingredients 

And of course, the incredible MM2021 Committee 
Amy & Steve Tessler, Jing & Joel Piser, Jeanne Korn, 
Debby Barach, Rayna Arnold and Virginia Tiger

We thank you for making it look so easy and for your 
heartfelt dedication and hard work. 
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Yom Hashoah Feature Film:  Who Will Write Out History
By Ellen Kaufman
In honor of Yom Hashoah, the TBA Film Series presents the award winning film, Who 
Will Write Our History and is hosting a conversation with the writer, producer, director, 
Roberta Grossman.  The film link will be available between March 15-21 and the Zoom 
conversation will be Sunday, March 21 at 7:30pm.

Who Will Write Our History chronicles the efforts of a secret band of journalists, scholars 
and community leaders who mobilized within days after the Nazis sealed 450,000 Jews in 
the Warsaw Ghetto.  Led by historian Emanuel Ringelblum and known by the code name 
Oyneg Shabes, this clandestine group vowed to defeat Nazi lies and propaganda not with 
guns or fists but with pen and paper.  The film mixes the writings of the Oyneg Shabes 
archive with new interviews, rarely seen footage, and stunning dramatizations to transport us inside the Ghetto and the 
lives of these courageous resistance fighters. 

“…the diarists….always knew that they were drafting the record of an existence whose memory — were it not for them — 
would be wiped away”.   Owen Gleiberman, Variety film critic

Roberta Grossman has written, directed and produced more than 40 hours of film and television. She graduated from UC 
Berkeley with a major in History and received an MA in producing from the American Film Institute. She considered 
obtaining a PhD and embarking on an academic career, but regarded making documentaries as a more effective way to 
convey history and engage with historical subjects.

Ms. Grossman’s documentaries have focused on a variety of topics including: Jewish history and culture, (Hava 
Nagilah);  women’s rights, (Allred);  and Native American contemporary struggles, (Homeland, Four Portraits of Native 
Action).   

She is the co-founder of the nonprofit production company Katahdin .Productions and is a three-time recipient of 
National Endowment for the Arts Grants.

Watch your email for additional information and sign-ups for the conversation on March 21.

Women of TBA and Men’s Club 
Concert
Saturday evening, March 13  
(following Havdalah led by Rabbi Bloom at 7:00pm)

WTBA and Men’s Club present a short concert  
commemorating the one year anniversary of sheltering 
in place with performances by TBA musicians Alden 
Cohen (double bass), Jennifer Ellis (harp), Jonathan Ring 
(French horn), Debbie and Ward Spangler (violin and per-
cussion/solo percussion). 

Click here for Zoom Link 
Meeting ID: 861 6404 0130 
Passcode: 714869

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_of_Philosophy
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86164040130?pwd=WlNBbzhlOWswc25FYUJNMmd2dlNWUT09
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Desert Seder
By Suzy Locke Cohen
In the 1970’s I was taking a class in Desert Studies at 
Merritt College. We were to spend a week in the Mojave 
Desert, right in the middle of Passover.  I asked for the 
roster of the two classes attending the retreat and con-
tacted all the students with Jewish-sounding last names.  I 
then assigned several students food to bring and created a 
Haggadah.  We boiled the eggs, made haroset, and I must 
have brought a seder plate.  Several of the non-Jewish 
classmates joined in.  Unfortunately it was very cold that 
evening and windy.  There was a good bit of sand in our 
Hillel sandwiches.  Although we were not escaping from 
Egypt we did escape the Bay Area.

About Suzy Locke Cohen: I am an art advisor, art 
appraiser and independent curator. I had my bat mitzvah 
at TBA on my 40th birthday. I have been a member since 
1971.  When I was growing up in Detroit, Rabbi Cahan 
was the assistant Rabbi at my synagogue Adat Shalom!  It 
was like old home week when I arrived and joined TBA.  
I was on the search committee who selected Rabbi Bloom.

Favorite Seder Memories
By Charles Feltman
Harriett and I had significantly odd seders in back to back 
years, 1970 and 1971.

Our 2020 (and now 2021) adaptations remind us of those 
we made 50 years ago.

In early 1970 we were living down in L.A. and hanging 
out with folk dance friends. As many of these dancers 
were Jewish we decided to have a seder with those folks. 
None of us had a particular Haggadah in mind and none 
wanted to do all the work. So a few of us wrote our own 
Haggadah (now regrettably lost) for the 1970 Seder. We 
divided all the cooking responsibilities and our friends 
all brought hot dishes. Harriett chose gefilte fish from 
scratch and I made homemade (Shamura) matzah. At the 
end of this seder I discovered my pulmonary allergy to 
marijuana smoke.

Later in 1970 we were planning to marry but I soon need-
ed to start work in New York. Way back then, there was 
a medical test result required within 90 days of the wed-
ding date. As I was flying out January 9, 1971 to begin 
my new job our tests were on January 7.

Counting 90 days ahead the last date to get married was 
the day before Pesach, April 8. Harriett’s parents were 
already part of a tradition for an extended family first 
night seder. By choosing April 8 my New York family 

could also come to that family seder on April 9.

So that seder became our going away party as we would 
drive to New York two days later. We will never forget 
these unusual back-to-back seders from 50 years ago.

Charles Feltman is a longtime TBA member and regular 
contributor and proofreader of the Omer.

Seder Memories
By Jody London
Tempe, Arizona, circa 1970. It’s time to bring out dessert. 
As my mom and my aunt start to slice the honey cake 
Marilyn has brought, they realize it is not fully baked! It 
is, in fact, oozing. What to do? Do you serve an oozing 
honey cake?  They start laughing hysterically, at which 
moment Marilyn walks in, realizes what has happened, 
and is mad they are laughing. Somehow, they all recover. 
And the story is legend. 

San Jose, California, circa 1977. We are at the Sommers’ 
for Seder, our first in California. There are easily 20 of 
us around the table. The triplets, boys aged 13, are not to 
be seen. Suddenly I feel something tickling my ankles. I 
look down and see two of the triplets – the two who are 
identical – crawling under the table with toy handcuffs. 
They are hauled out and asked how much Manischewitz 
they’ve had. 

San Jose, California, circa 1990s. My Jewish friends 
and I come from San Francisco to my parents’ house for 
Seder. The highlight is always my father accompanying 
the songs on his harmonica, and Cousin Marty playing 
the piano (my mother always told me that Marty worked 
his way through medical school playing jazz piano!).  
After I meet Mike, he brings his guitar, and his mother 
Roz adds more piano. One year we all end up lying on 
the floor, stuffed and sung out. 

Oakland, California, circa 2001. We have 15 people, par-
ents and their toddlers, dipping fingers in grape juice and 
singing about frogs. Sonia comes up to me and announces 
“dere’s poop coming out!”  I scoop her up and rush to the 
bathroom, hoping we make it in time.  I realize that under 
her fancy dress, her bottom is bare. Where are the heavy 
training underpants?  Later, after everyone has left, I find 
the underwear in the corner of her room.

I love Passover!

New Passover Traditions 
By Ann Rapson
When we sat down for Passover and the table was laid 
out with lots of scallions, we knew that new traditions 
were coming.  Our daughter married into an Israeli family 
that is half Sephardic Jewish, and Passover seders have 

Passover stories, continued from page 7
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risen to a new level of festivities! They have welcomed 
us with our Ashkenazi Jewish kugels, charoset with 
apples and tolerated our religious school Hebrew. But 
adopting many of their customs has opened our eyes to a 
new way to celebrate Pesach.

Here are three new delightful traditions we would like to 
share.

What we are permitted to eat  on Passover is tremendous-
ly expanded! The Sephardic eat kitniyot which includes 
rice, corn, peanuts, soybeans, peas and legumes like 
lentils, beans and chickpeas. They also avoid eating any 
unleavened foods like bread and eat lots of matzo.

When we begin to sing Dayenu, take cover! It is a 
Yemenite custom to gently hit each other with long 
scallions. This tradition symbolizes how the Egyptians 
flogged the Jewish people when we were slaves  and 
expresses how happy we are now that we are free!  You 
really have to experience this activity! It wakes up the 
whole family and seems to be something that the children 
particularly enjoy!

Ashkenazi charoset has always been chopped apples, nuts 
and cinnamon mixed with Manischewitz wine. But here 
is a recipe for Sephardic charoset made with dried fruits 
and nuts which you roll into little balls. Remember, there 
are probably not a lot of apple trees in the desert!  Some 
people add dried figs or apricots.

Sephardic Date Charoset Balls 
(Recipe adapted from my Machetayneste.)

Ingredients
3 cups pitted dates
1/2 cup sweet Passover wine
1 cup finely chopped walnuts
1 cup finely chopped hazel nuts
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon, vary the amount accord-

ing  to taste
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves, varied to taste

Directions 
Soak the dates in the sweet wine overnight.  Place the 
soaked dates into a food processor and pulse in small 
amounts until it forms a smooth consistency. You may 
need to add a bit more wine if the blade does not turn. 
Remove the date mixture from the food processor. Add 
the chopped walnuts and hazel nuts and stir by hand to 
incorporate. 

Sprinkle in the cinnamon and cloves according to taste 
and mix well. You may need to adjust the spices for your 
family’s tastes. 

Drop by rounded heaping teaspoons onto a plate. Roll 
each mound into approximately 1 inch balls and sepa-

rate them with waxed paper.  It helps to lightly wet your 
hands to avoid sticking. It also makes it easier to form the 
balls if the mixture is refrigerated for about an hour.

Prepare the charoset 1-2 days before serving to allow the 
flavors to meld. Store in a tightly covered container in the 
refrigerator.

At the end of that first Seder, we all said, “Next year in 
Jerusalem.” But now we say, “Next year not on Zoom!”

Chag Sameach!

Q & A with TBA’s Elissa Strauss,  
journalist & Kveller haggadah author
Elissa Strauss is a TBA member and parent of Gan stu-
dent Levi and Bet Sefer student Augie. She and her hus-
band Nathaniel have been members of TBA for two years. 
She co-authored a Haggadah for the Jewish parenting 
site Kveller. 

For our Passover issue, Elissa answered some questions 
from Omer editor Rachel Dornhelm about the genesis of 
the haggadah and its special place at this unique time.

Rachel: What made you interested in writing the 
Kveller haggadah? 
Elissa: Gabrielle Birkner, my co-author and I, felt that a 
lot of Judaism for families with children is too watered 
down and safe. We wanted to create a seder that felt both 
rich and challenging, while still being accessible. Kids 
can handle moral complexity! In fact, it’s often what best 
engages them.

Also, we had done our fair shares of seders, with and 
without kids, during which we felt like we were running 
through a checklist. In our Haggadah, we created lots 
of opportunities to have discussions, whether about the 
amazing midwives--a feminist angle, the bloody ritual 
of the Passover sacrifice back in the time of the Temple, 
or the importance of memory and how it works in our 

The author’s son Levi at their first COVID seder table last year.

continued on page 12
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brains. Our biggest hope is that families have some mean-
ingful conversations during the holiday...even if they 
don’t make it through each and every last step.

Rachel: What was the biggest unexpected challenge in 
writing this haggadah?

Elissa: Really understanding the Haggadah, and how it 
evolved over time. It’s a brilliant book, with deeply com-
plex themes and layered components, many--of course-
-subject to interpretation. 

For each part, somebody thinks it means this, and then 
somebody else thinks it means that. We read as much as 
we could, spoke to experts and then decided upon the 
interpretation we thought made the most sense for the 
Kveller Haggadah. So yes, this was a challenge, but also 
a joy.

For example, I prefer to see the story of the four children 
as a comment on parents, and not kids. Have you ever 
noticed that the wise child and wicked child ask suspi-
ciously similar questions and yet receive very different 
responses from their parents? Hmmm.

Perhaps the point is not that some kids are wiser than 
others, but rather that it is up to parents to meet children 
where they are at. Also, parents, beware of your moods 
and how they color your reactions to your children’s 
inquiries.

Rachel: The illustrations are beautiful, how did the 
design come to be?

Elissa: Mostly from the mind of the brilliant and talented 
Grace Yagel. We wanted something that sparked the curi-
osity of children, but didn’t feel overly cartoony or sweet.

She came up with a design that really captured the sense 
of journey that Passover is all about--from slavery to 
freedom--while still feeling contemporary.

Rachel: What was it like using the Kveller Haggadah 
with your own family the first time?

Elissa: Ha, almost too much of a success. In the hag-
gadah, we have all these mini-essays intended to spark 
conversation. Some are about memory, and others are 
labelled as “top secrets” and get into things like Passover 
in the temple and the amazing midwives that I mentioned 
before. 

COMMUNITY
continued from page 11
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Our intention is that families read one, maybe two, of 
these every year and talk about them. My then 6 year-old 
insisted on reading every single one and then ordering 
them from most to least favorite. It was a long night.

Rachel: Is there a memory from Passover Seders in 
your youth that you sought to incorporate in this hag-
gadah? Or sought to avoid?

Elissa: Avoid, unfortunately. They were joyful evenings 
because of the food and the company, but the haggadah 
part felt quited rushed. Again, it was this checklist feel-
ing, instead of a journey or a chance to connect and 
reflect.

Rachel: As someone who has reflected on haggadot 
recently, any thoughts on using them and hosting sed-

ers in general during the pandemic when parts of the 
ritual need to be done in a wholly different way?

Elissa: The idea of getting through a whole seder on 
Zoom seems impossible, especially with kids. I think 
choosing to do one part together, or inviting one person 
from each family to “teach” something from the hag-
gadah will likely make it far more engaging. Talk about 
all the “fours.” Or, a little deeper, whether we are really 
“free.”  Ours is an age for depth, not breadth. 

The Haggadah is available for download here. A print on 
demand version is available from Amazon.

Elissa Strauss is also the author of the Kveller Shabbat 
Guide. 

https://www.kveller.com/haggadah/
https://www.amazon.com/Kveller-Haggadah-Seder-Curious-Grownups/dp/1090974833/
https://www.amazon.com/Kveller-Haggadah-Seder-Curious-Grownups/dp/1090974833/
https://www.amazon.com/Kveller-Shabbat-Guide-families-meaning/dp/B08LT8MY8H/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1613366890&refinements=p_27%3AElissa+Strauss&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Elissa+Strauss
https://www.amazon.com/Kveller-Shabbat-Guide-families-meaning/dp/B08LT8MY8H/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1613366890&refinements=p_27%3AElissa+Strauss&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Elissa+Strauss
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COOKING CORNER

Bitter Herbs Fattoush Salad with 
Matzah
By Faith Kramer
Bitter herbs (or maror) play an important role in the 
Passover Seder and in this recipe for Bitter Herbs 
Fattoush Salad with Matzah they become an element of 
the dinner as well.

Maror is on the Seder plate to symbolize the bitterness 
and harshness of the Jews’ enslavement in Egypt (and 
some say oppression under the Romans). For many 
Ashkenazi Jews the traditional bitter herb is horserad-
ish, either grated or the whole root. For Jews from other 
traditions, the choice may be romaine lettuce (which was 
once much sharper tasting than today’s varieties), endive, 
chicory, or other greens.

I often say that by studying Jewish food I’ve learned so 
much about Jewish traditions, history and life around the 
world.  This recipe is a good example.  Many Kararites, a 
Torah-centric Jewish sect, lived in Egypt for centuries but 
were forced to leave in the 1950s. One of their Passover 
customs for maror is to eat a combination of chopped bit-
ter greens dressed in lemon juice.

In Bitter Herbs Fattoush Salad with Matzah, I take this 
ritual Seder food 
and turn it into a 
Passover side dish, 
merging it with 
fattoush, a flat-
bread and greens 
salad found across 
the Middle East, 
substituting mat-
zah for the more 
traditional pita. 

BITTER HERBS FATTOUSH SALAD 
WITH MATZAH

Serves 6 
3/4 cup chopped fennel bulbs cut into 1-inch cubes
2 Tbs. finely chopped fennel fronds (feathery leaves 

attached to stalks)
1 cups Belgium endive, torn into 1-inch pieces
2 cups romaine lettuce, torn into 1-inch pieces
2 cups red leaf lettuce, torn into 1-inch pieces
1 cup frisée or other curly chicory, torn into 1-inch 

pieces
1/2 cup finely chopped parsley
1/2 cup finely chopped fresh dill
About 1 cup Whole Lemon Dressing (see recipe)
3 sheets matzah, broken or torn into 1-inch pieces, 

optional
In a very large bowl, combine fennel bulbs, fennel fronds, 
endive, romaine lettuce, red leaf lettuce, frisée, parsley 
and dill. Toss well. 
Just before serving, mix or shake the dressing until com-
bined, pour half over salad. Toss salad. Add additional 
dressing as desired. Toss. Add matzah pieces and toss 
again. Serve immediately.
Note: Substitute pita breads for a non-Passover recipe.

WHOLE LEMON SALAD DRESSING
Makes 1 1/4 cups 

2 small lemons
1 tsp. minced garlic
1⁄8 tsp. cayenne  
1⁄4 tsp. ground black pepper
1 tsp. salt
1⁄2 cup fresh lemon juice
1⁄2 cup olive oil
2 Tbs. water

Grate lemons and reserve 2 Tbs. of the zest. Cut away 
and discard remaining peel and underlying white pith 
from lemons. Chop remaining flesh into 1⁄4-inch pieces. 
Combine grated zest and chopped lemon flesh in a jar or 
other container with garlic, cayenne pepper, black pep-
per, salt, lemon juice, oil and water. Mix well. Taste and 
adjust seasonings. Just before serving, mix or shake the 
dressing until combined.
Faith Kramer writes a food column for the j., the Jewish 
News of Northern California (www.jweekly.com) and 
blogs her food at www.clickblogappetit.com. She is 
the author of the upcoming 52 Shabbats: Friday Night 
Dinners Inspired by a Global Jewish Kitchen (com-
ing November 2021 from The Collective Book Studio). 
Contact her at fjkramer@msn.com

http://www.jweekly.com
http://www.clickblogappetit.com
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Being creative with a pandemic 
Pesach
By Rachel Fenyves
This will be our second ‘Pandemic Pesach’ where we 
need to be creative and think of unconventional ways to 
experience the holiday. 

At the Gan we are used to getting creative when it comes 
to Pesach. Each year we share the Passover story with 
the children through puppets, books, songs, and play. 
The children learn about the various aspects of the seder 
through all of their senses. 

This allows them to truly internalize the concepts and the 
story with their whole self. We would make charoset and 
other seder foods, sing songs, watch the spiel, and search 
for the Afikomen. 

We have celebrated as a Gan community with model sed-
ers or tangible explorations of the Passover story. Last 
year was memorable with our first Zoom seders and 
Passover curriculum. We missed gathering as a commu-
nity to share this special time but made the most of being 
together apart. This year, even though we are in person 
for preschool, we still cannot invite families to join our 
creative and experiential Passover learning. We are grate-
ful to be with the children and think of fun ways for them 
to learn the story and prepare for their family’s seder. We 
will be thinking extra hard on how to involve the families 
from afar. Next year, all together! 

Here are some photos of our Gan Pesach curriculum both 
pre-pandemic and during.  
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BET SEFER
What is Freedom?
By Susan Simon
As we get ready for Pesach, I’ve been thinking a great 
deal about freedom.  With the pandemic and our restric-
tions around it I can’t help but look at the concept from a 
different perspective.  

When we go through the haggadah, we are talking about 
a couple of different kinds of freedom.  One is the physi-
cal kind, the ability to move about in the world as we 
want.  Certainly that was a primary type of freedom 
yearned for by the slaves of Egypt.  And it is a type of 
freedom that we are often referring to when we invoke 
the concept.

Another physical type of freedom has to do with the right 
to do things as we want.  For instance, I have the freedom 
to cook the kinds of food that I want to eat without an 
authority telling me what or how to do it.  I don’t often 
appreciate this type of freedom unless it has been cur-
tailed.

We have freedom of thought - I think everyone has that 
kind of freedom.  But not everyone has the freedom to 
express that thought.  Our freedom of speech is limited 
by standards within our culture, within society, within our 
peer groups, within our families.  While in America we 
have something called the right of free speech, in prac-
tice, we have to bear the consequences if our speech is 
unpopular.  Shaming and cancel-culture make us reluctant 
to voice our opinions aloud.  So while we proudly brag to 
the world that we have the freedom to say what we want, 
in actuality it is limited.

How does this apply to our Passover story?  It makes me 
think of the slaves who we never hear about.  Not the 
heroes of our story whose words are memorialized in 
the Torah, but the common slave who had no voice.  We 
know they had only limited freedom of movement. We 
know they had no freedom when it came to how they 
did their work.  And we know that even if not expressly 
stated, they didn’t have freedom of speech because the 
consequences of it would be deadly.

But what was discussed behind closed doors?  And what 
influenced those discussions?  In some households, was 
there talk of rebellion?  In others, was there gratitude that 
as bad as things were, at least they had food and shelter?  
Was there learning going on in deep secret?  Was there 
an underground network of families in order to obtain 
contraband to make their lives a little easier?  Did women 
have any voice in these conversations and actions?  Were 
there networks of slaves who undermined the work, risk-
ing their lives to sabotage the work?

These are the types of questions and answers that we 

can only imagine, the basis for midrash.  This year as we 
approach another year of pandemic seders, many of us 
far from the family members and friends that we crave to 
hug, perhaps this year we can find a different apprecia-
tion for the idea of freedom.  The new Israelites escaped 
bondage into physical freedom but without the emotional 
freedom they needed to care for themselves and start a 
new life.  They couldn’t escape the slave way of thinking 
and the expectation to be cared for by their captors.  

How will we be free when our movements are no longer 
restricted?  Will we be like the Israelites, too afraid to 
change the ways we have adopted during this extended 
period of isolation?  Will it happen so gradually, unlike 
the Exodus from Egypt, that we will have time to adjust 
to a new reality?  Or will we be so scarred by this experi-
ence that we give up some of our freedom out of fear.

I seem to have misplaced my crystal ball in the back of 
some closet, however I suspect we will all experience 
some PTSD that will curtail our freedoms.  It will take 
a good deal of courage on my part to come out of the 
slavery that we have experienced.  I look forward to all 
of us helping each other through this difficult time and I 
look forward to the day when I have the freedom to hug 
you at Shabbat Kiddush lunch.  Let’s raise an extra cup 
of wine this Pesach and toast to seeing freedom in a new 
light.  May we truly feel it, talk about it with gratitude, 
and savor it a little differently this year.
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Bittul Chametz - Nullifying Chametz
A central law of Passover observance is the requirement to remove all traces of chametz from our homes and our lives. 
This tremendous care with which we are told to clean our homes for Pesach is directly tied to this attempt to rid our-
selves of chametz.

Once the house has been thoroughly cleaned, a final search for traces of chametz is conducted, complete with the 
symbolic collection of the last pieces of chametz. This search itself is symbolic of the innermost searching of our hearts 
to rid ourselves of the yetzer ha-ra, the evil inclination. A candle is used because “the soul of a human is a lamp of the 
Lord, searching all the innermost parts.” We search for and remove this chametz, freeing us to fully celebrate our free-
dom.

Immediately following the search for chametz, a formula is recited which effectively nullifies any chametz which may 
not have been found during the search. This is kind of an insurance policy which ensures that any chametz that inad-
vertently escaped detection is considered “as dust of the earth.”

Materials
You will need ten pieces of chametz (bread crusts, broken 
pieces of bread, or bagel), a candle, a match, a feather, a 
wooden spoon, and a paper plate or container.

What To Do
1. On the night before Pesach, immediately after sun-
down, someone hides ten pieces of chametz around the
house. The searchers should not see where the pieces
are hidden.

2. Light a candle.

3. Recite the “Bedikat Chametz blessing.”

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam asher  
kid'shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al bi’ur chametz.

Praised are You, Adonai, our God, King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us through commandments, com-

manding us to remove all chametz. 

4. Conduct the search, using the candle to illuminate
areas. When a piece of chametz is found, sweep it onto
the wooden spoon using the feather, and then deposit it
into the container or on the paper plate.

5. Be sure to collect all the pieces that were hidden.

6. After the search is concluded, recite the Bittul Chametz
formula. It is to be said out loud and in a language one
understands.

Any Chametz or leaven that is in my possession 
which I have not seen,  have not removed and do not 
know about, should be nullified  and be worthless and 

considered like dust.

7. Secure the chametz in the container or in a small area of
the kitchen where chametz for the morning of Erev Pesach
is kept. There are some who take the gathered chametz
outside and burn it in their barbecue or other container.

Practical Questions and Answers
Why is a candle used? 
The search is conducted at night when the candle’s 
illumination is more effective. The candle is considered 
the best tool for illuminating the search because it can be 
used in crevices, nooks, and crannies.

Why use a wooden spoon? 
A wooden spoon was probably used because it, too, can 
be burned with chametz.

Why use a feather? 
Whisk brooms were often made of feathers, so this one 
feather for Bedikat Chametz acted as a miniature whisk 
broom.

Must we use a feather and spoon? 
No. This is a custom. The law requires the searching 
for and removal of the chametz. What tools you use to 
accomplish this are strictly custom and tradition.

The Omer’s Passover Survival Guide
Timely information and tips for a joyous Pesach from the editors of The Omer.

Please enjoy this section with our traditional Passover information. We hope you will find this information 
useful and that it contributes to your personal celebration of freedom!

Plan Ahead: The first Seder is March 27th this year!

PASSOVER GUIDE
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PASSOVER GUIDE

Detergents:
If permitted during the year, 

powdered and liquid detergents 
do not require a kosher 

le-Pesach label.
Medicine:
Since chametz binders are used in 
many pills, the following guidelines 
should be followed: if the medicine is 
required for life sustaining therapy, it 
may be used on Pesach.
If it is not for life-sustaining therapy, 
some authorities permit, while  
others prohibit. Consult the rabbi.  
In all cases, capsules are preferable.

*Coffee:
Be aware that coffees produced by
General Foods are not kosher for
Passover unless marked KP.

leavened 
bread
cakes

biscuits
crackers

cereal
coffees 

containing 
cereal 

derivative*
wheat
barley

oats
spelt
rye 

liquids 
containing 
ingredients  

or flavors 
made 
from 
grain 

alcohol

Prohibited Foods

Legumes
The Committee on Jewish Law and 

Standards has ruled unanimously 
that peanuts and peanut butter 

are permissible, as peanuts 
are not actually legumes. 

Some Ashkenazic authori-
ties permit, while oth-
ers forbid, the use of 
legumes in a form other 
than their natural state, 
for example, corn 
sweeteners, corn oil, 
soy oil. 
Sephardic authorities 
permit the use of all of 
the above. 

Consult the rabbi for 
guidance in the use of 

these products.

unopened 
packages or 
containers of 

natural 
coffee without 

cereal additives*
sugar

pure tea
salt (not 
iodized)
pepper

natural spices
frozen fruit juice 
with no additives

frozen 
(uncooked) 
vegetables 

(see Legumes)
milk

butter
cottage cheese 

(with no 
additives)

cream cheese 
(with no 

additives)

ripened cheeses 
such as cheddar 
(hard), muenster 
(semi-soft) and 

Camembert 
(soft)

frozen 
(uncooked) 
fruit (with no 

additives)
baking soda

Category A
Foods which do not require a kosher le-
Pesach label if purchased prior to Pesach:

fresh fruits and  
vegetables  

(see Legumes)

eggs 
fresh fish  

fresh 
meat

Also in Category C  
Baked products  
Matzah, cakes, matzah flour, farfel, mat-
zah meal, and any products containing 
matzah
Canned or bottled fruit juices  
These juices are often clarified with kitniyot 
which are not listed among the ingredients. 
However, if one knows there are no such 
agents, the juice may be purchased prior to 
Pesach without a kosher le-Pesach label
Canned tuna  
Since tuna, even when packed in water, 
has often been processed in vegetable 
broth and/or hydrolyzed protein, it requires 
a kosher le-Pesach label. However, if it is 
known that the tuna is packed exclusively 
in water, without any additional ingredients 
or additives, it may be purchased without 
a kosher le-Pesach label

wine
vinegar
liquor
oils

dried fruit

candy
chocolate 

flavored milk
ice cream

yogurt 
soda

Category C
The following foods require 
a kosher le-Pesach label if 
purchased before or during 
Pesach:

milk
butter
juices

vegetables

fruit
milk products

spices
coffee

tea
fish

all foods 
listed in 

Category C

Category D
The following processed foods 
(canned, bottled or frozen), require a 
kosher le-Pesach label if purchased 
during Pesach: 

Permitted Foods

Category B
The following foods do not 
require a kosher le-Pesach 
label if purchased before or 
during Pesach

Is that  
Kosher 

for 
Passover?

Source material from the 
“Rabbinical Assembly  

Pesach Guide”

rice
corn
millet

legumes 
(beans and peas;  

however, string beans  
are permitted)

Most Ashkenazic authorities have 
added the following foods:
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helped me get through that first year of losing him. 

Now 20 years later I am still a minyan regular, a min-
yanaire. I’m honored to provide a way for other people 
who may want to also say Kaddish. And it’s a great way 
to connect virtually with other TBA members during this 
challenging time. Since we only do an abbreviated Torah 
service now the minyan service just lasts for about 40 
minutes (8:00am to 8:40am), Mondays and Thursdays.

It’s a great thing to do plus you perform a mitzvah by just 
showing up! Try it, you may like it!

Sid Levy: Each day I am filled with gratitude for the life 
I have been given. I attend morning minyan to thank G-d 
for all that I have and to share deep spirituality with my 
congregation.  

Barbara Oseroff: The minyan gives some structure to 
my day, and the people are great!

Jerry Levine: I started participating in our Zoom Minyan 
to say Kaddish for mother after she passed in November. 
Once you get the right Siddur (Siddur Sim Shalom for 
Weekdays, borrowable from the TBA office), the service 
is easy to follow – Jon does an excellent job as leader of 
keeping people together.

Even though we don’t have a physical minyan, and there-
fore can’t perform all the prayers, we do read one aliyah 
of Torah each day, which for me is the highlight of the 
service (thank you, most frequently, to Marshall Langfeld 
and Rabbi Bloom). The schmoozing afterward is a pleas-
ant way to maintain connection with fellow congregants 
that I would not otherwise see.

Minyan is a pleasant ~45 minutes to start the day.

Mark Liss: I attend minyan to honor the memory of my 
father and the wonderful group of “Greatest Generation” 
congregants who comprised the minyan when I began 
attending 10 years ago.

Sam Tobin: I wake up in the morning and get ready to 
face the day.  On Monday and Thursday mornings, I have 
a little extra help.  Our morning minyan helps me focus 
on what is important and what is not, to listen to and talk 
with G-d, and simply to think.  I also can connect with 
a bunch of friends to talk sports, politics, and yes, some 
spiritual issues.  Join us - it will be good for you and 
good for us. 

Charles Feltman: “One Jew is No Jews” is an old say-
ing about having a community. A small Minyan praying 
together offers more connection than a large one. And 
now, during Covid-19 shutdowns, other prayer services 
are on YouTube. We love what Rabbi Bloom does on 
YouTube but we each “see” YouTube alone. This is not a 
criticism – our Rabbi does a great job – but YouTube is 
only one way. However, on Mondays and Thursdays we 
retain the group connectivity of a Minyan (on Zoom).

Marshall Langfeld: Like many, I began attending min-
yan to say Kaddish for my mother. There were minya-
nairs there to support me, and I hope to be there to sup-
port others. 

Maxine Epperson: I discovered TBA through the 
Morning Minyan.  The warm, welcoming group who 
collectively expressed affection and connection as they 
prayed was a delight, I wanted in!  So, we joined TBA.  
Now during pandemic times our zoom connection to our 
Minyanaire friends is an essential element of our survival 
plan providing us with nourishment for our souls and 
excellent company. 

Your TBA minyan happens on Zoom every Monday and 
Thursday Morning at 8:00am

(Siddur Sim Shalom for Weekdays is available to borrow 
from the TBA office)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88311600272?pwd=Mk91L2F
5OUp2VEVqNVFQNUxVcHg1UT09 

Minyan, continued from page 6

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88311600272?pwd=Mk91L2F5OUp2VEVqNVFQNUxVcHg1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88311600272?pwd=Mk91L2F5OUp2VEVqNVFQNUxVcHg1UT09
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Murray Davis Courtyard
Gary & Faith Kramer

Jack and Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund
Norman & Jo Budman, in loving memory of Ruth Roth

Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund
Jeremy Goldman & Eliza Hersh, on the occasion of 
Oliver’s Bar Mitzvah, in honor of all of TBA’s wonder-
ful teachers, including Rabbi Bloom, Susan Simon, and 
Mark Fickes

Allen Rubin, in memory of Jean Kristal Rubin

High Holy Day Endowment Fund
Richard & Joan Rubin

Temple Beth Abraham General Fund
Sally Aelion, in memory of Agnes Pencovic
Jack Bernstein
Sanford & Leslie DeLugach, in memory of Henry G. 
DeLugach

Sharon E. Fogelson, in memory of Lily Mary Fogelson
Alan Gellman & Arlene Zuckerberg
Barry & Elaine Gilbert, in memory of Morris Klang
Louis & Lisa Goodman, in memory of Lilly Shoehalter
Louis & Lisa Goodman, in memory of Pearl S Goodman
Fred & Beth Karren, in memory of Mildred Karren
Robert Klein & Doreen Alper, in honor of our grandson,  
Akash Bornstein’s Bar Mitzvah

Daniel Levinsohn & Yulia Rozen
Albert & Helene Lobel, in memory of Jacob Lobel
Tasia Melvin Bartell, in memory of Irwin Weintraub
Jeanne Ormsby
Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt
Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher, in memory of Tom Rotzsher

Nissan & Carol Saidian, in memory of David Saidian and 
Mani Saidian

Sherron Schuster, in honor of Jing and Joel Piser
Sally Shore, in memory of Dr. Simon Haskell
Joan Solomon, in memory of Blanche Roth Neuman
Steven & Victoria Zatkin, in memory of Joseph Zatkin
Vera Zatkin, in memory of Gertrude Kingston
Vera Zatkin, in memory of Joseph Zatkin

Minyan Fund
Daniel & Anne Bookin, in memory of Sheba Bookin

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
John Barker, in memory of Jack and Jeanette Jeger and 
Harold Nudler

Richard & Mary Berkowitz
Harvey & Fran Blatter, in memory of Frieda Blatter
David Klein
Jeff Swiryn, in honor of Rabbi Bloom for the baby nam-
ing ceremony of Ari

Harold Rubel Memoral Music Fund
Patti Orozco Cronin, in memory of Bertha Orozco
David & Judith Stein, thanks to Leah Goldberg & family 
for all the help they’ve given us during the pandemic

Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund
Alan Gellman & Arlene Zuckerberg
Angelina Levy

Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach Fund
Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in memory of William Morofsky

Leo and Helen Wasserman Educational Cultural Fund
Mark & Judy Langberg, in memory of Harry Podolsky
Marc & Janet Wasserman, in memory Leo Wasserman

 DONATIONS

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined. combined.

A Legacy Gift Lasts Forever
Include TBA in your Estate Planning so that your message to your family is loud and clear:  

“The existence of Temple Beth Abraham is important to me and for the future of Jews in Oakland.”
Contact TBA’s Executive Director Rayna Arnold for further details:(510) 832-0936 rayna@tbaoakland.org.

Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov to Sam and Jordi Pollock on the birth of their son, 
Charles Jackson
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LIFE CYCLES

Is your birthday information wrong or missing from this list? Please contact the TBA office to make corrections. 

March Birthdays
MARCH 1 - 5
Raquel Antonia Engel
Eyal Shlomo Palchik
Gregory Sherman
Mark Beilock
Isaiah Goldstein
Jeffrey Rothman
Lisa Sadikman
Ori Sasson
Kim Blumberg
Ilan Breines
Oona Grace Swartz
Sara Ur
Naomi Whittle
Joshua Frank
Leah Kaizer
John Rooney
Debra Barach
Lowell Davis
Emily Gubman
Rachel Lorber
Sandy Schotland

MARCH 6 -12
Lilah Kayman
Paul Antebi
Michael Gubman
Ward Hagar
Anthony Kay
Mark Langberg
Marie Lorenz
Dara Pincas
Julian Ring
Susannah Santee
Noam Epelman
Mark Fickes
Amy Maidenberg
Julia Mendelsohn
Adam Miller
Victoria Zatkin
Joanna Berg
Jeremy Bruner
Noa Joseph
Lielle Schotland
Olya Singer

Sasha Carey
Karen Glasser
Keren Nathan
Beth Sirull
Madeline Garber
Jon Golding
David Mendelsohn
Carolyn Shaw
Noah Stiegler
Gregory Eng
Shilow Winikoff

MARCH 13 - 19
Harvey Blatter
Lilah Hunt
Katara Shea Dinkin
Rickie Shea Dinkin
Joseph Aamidor
Naomi Bernstein
Samuel Bowers
Simon Shavar Brown
Clara Susane Jaffe
Lloyd Silberzweig
Tiago Dreyfuss
Katie Anna Kaizer-Salk
Morgan Lopez
Isaiah Santee
Aaron Sunshine
Devorah Ben-Zeev
Michelle Weiss
Aviv Berlin
Elliot Gordon
Zoe Gubman
Esther Pinkhasov
Rebecca Posamentier
Joan Rubin
Siegfried Weiss
Ari Kelley

MARCH 20 - 26
Nova Artemis Kessler
Hana Rotman
Gizelle Barany
Penelope Hagan
Talia Hagan
Daniel Klein

Sophie Levin
David Paulson
Kenneth Cohen
Aaron Feldhammer
Oliver Goldman
Mala Johnson
David Lindenbaum
Betty Ann Polse
Ariela Simon
Elon Simon
Jessica Teisch
Rachel Teisch
Rebecca Glick
Daphne Gordon
Rayna Arnold
Stephanie Mendelsohn
Sandy Schwarcz
Kathy Burge
Ellen Collaco
Susan Cossette
Daniel DeBare
Liam Geagan-Jessel

MARCH 27 - 31
Jonah Hinckley
Mirah Hunt
Svetlana Partsuf
Jill Rosenthal
Barbara Rothblatt
Jonathan Shuster
Jennifer Goodman Abrami
Barak Albert
Deborah Kahane Rego
Helene Lobel
Kirk McLean
Eli Jesse Simon-Harris
Mia White
Yuval Wolf
David Blumenthal
Ilana Share
Adin Ilfeld
Madeleine Leibovitch
Sam Pollock
Eddie Wolmark
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LIFE CYCLES

17 - 21 ADAR
March 1 - 5
J. Leon Bloch
Charles Marcus
David Saadia
Debbie Simon
Dora Spellman
Ben Barnett
Goldie Brody
Max Lutz
Ida B. Edelson Riskind
Martin Howard Semendoff
Florence Brettler
Harvey Casson
Audrey Cohen
Sarah Riva Goldberg
Sidney Liroff
Louis Schwartz
Robert Selvidge
Regina Singer
Natalie Berg
Marlene Mae Seifer
Allen Silver
Abraham Silverman
Neil Boorstyn
David Galant
Harry Jaffe
Carol Kirsch
Sam Pachefsky
Esther Segal

22 - 28 ADAR
March 6 -12
Richard Bersin
Sophie Breslov
Max Clar
Midred Arenbart Adler

Pauline Belzer
Sue Kantor
Ethel Rose Kapler
Carol Rosenberg
Faye Zaslov
Maria Belina
Kate M. Berkovitz
Morris K. Cohen
Mildred Davis
Morris Davis
Anna Dietz
Esther Sadie Gold
Albert Hyman
Freda Katz
Sima Kobuzyatskaya
Morris Lerman
Horace Joseph Marx
Bernice Ring
Marjorie Rosenberg
David Rosenfeld
David Weinstein
Miriam Goldberg
James Hallem
Esther Morofsky
Saul Pearce
Maury Polse
Goldie Alper
Robert Bostick
Leonard Fixler
Peter Hecht
Jennie Rosenzweig
Herman Zatkin
Edythe Zuckerberg
Joeseph Kantor
Melvin Klein
Abraham Louis Schneider
Leo Wood

Sam Frankel
Jack Helfend
Manfred Wildmann

29 ADAR - 6 NISSAN
March 13 - 19
Barbara May Benjamin
Boris Carasick
Roy Gonsenhauser
Eileen Kessler
Michael Lasar
Mary Leavitt
Samuel Neuman
Arleen Shub Robinowitz
Tillie Rubin
Ervin Schwarcz
Maurice Veiss
Charles DeBare
Sidney Getzovitz
Jack Kubalik
Gayle Raskin
Dan Ben-Zeev
Anne Goor
Werner Gross
Dora Herszman
Samuel Lampart
Regina Mendel
Rabbi Leo Abrami
Irving Lutz
Samuel Moses
Richard Leavitt
Adolph Moore
Bettie Bercovich
H. Andre Blau
Gilsom Djemal
Herman Hertz
Nathan Blumstein

Vernon Albert Bonar
Samuel De Vorin
Richard Fickes
Allen Lee Lipsett
Pola Silver

7 - 13 NISSAN
March 20 - 26
Hilda Brodke
Pearl Brodke
Dolores Cain
Sarah Gordon
Blanche Groskopf
Israel Kurtz
Shirlee Perl
Samuel Peters
Jennie Bercovich
Bernie DeKoven
Anna Hoffman
Irving Barach
James Abe Dickson
Stuart Gellman
Martha Harris
Viet Pham
Samuel Shneiderman
Grace Gill
Rose Gottesman
Elliott A. Nankin
Jocelyn Holton
Samuel Jarmulowsky
Alice Kessler
Annie Levit
Leo Lorber
Rebecca Rubin
Mary Weiss
Lonnie Balint Blutstein
Nelly Collins

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

March Yahrziets

Jack Coulter

Samuel Jackson, Father of Celia Hill

Helen Golden, Mother of Donna (Seth) Golub

Judy Masliyah, Mother of Elan (Roberta) Masliyah
Recent Deaths in Our Community

Continued on page 28
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SALE OF CHAMETZ

Joseph Epstein
Fritz Gottschalk
Philip Oseroff
Ben Weiss
Stanley Behr
Donald Bleiberg
David Cook
Jack David Leon

Aaron David Lutsky
Vera Popper

14 - 18 NISSAN
March 27 - 31
Joseph M. Kramer
Alfred L. Miller
Arlene Morris
Beatrice Harriet Simon
Henrik Balint

Rose Gelfand
Herbert L. Groginsky
Avrum A. Raskin
Richard Frankel
Irene Langberg
Solomon Saidian
Rebecca Tobias
Frances F. Weiner
Joseph David Weiss
Jacob Zilverberg

Bessie Altman
Sidney Arenbart
Michael Nicholas Miller
Samuel Schechtman
Therese Schwarcz
Edward Bernard Glick
Murray Goldstein
Richard Gray
Stephen Lazar
Jacob Weinstein

Continued from page 27

SELLING OF THE CHAMETZ
Deadline:  Wednesday, March 24, 2021

A reminder about selling your Chametz, as it is not only an important Passover 
custom, but an important charitable effort that we undertake here at TBA.  

It is that time of the year where we “sell” our Chametz.  This means that all the chametz that remains left in your homes 
after you clean it, even if put away in the garage, becomes the property of a non-Jewish agent to which Rabbi Bloom will 
sell.  You then make a donation of equivalent value (many people give $18, though some give significantly more), and 
that money will be donated to an underserved community outside the United States.  

Please fill in the form below and mail along with a check to Temple Beth Abraham. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 

I hereby authorize Rabbi Mark Bloom to act as my agent to sell any chametz that may be in my possession wherever it 
may be—at home, place of business, car or elsewhere, in accordance with Jewish law:
 
 
Name__________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________

Signature_______________________________________________________________

I enclose $____________ for the Ma’ot Chittim Sale of Chametz. 
Email the synagogue office to add this to your account Virginia@tbaoakland.org or 
Send a check to: Temple Beth Abraham (note “Chametz Sale” in the memo), 336 Euclid Ave, Oakland, CA 94610

mailto:Virginia@tbaoakland.org
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CALENDAR

March 2021 17 ADAR– 18 NISSAN 5781  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1  (17 Adar) 2  (18 Adar) 3  (19 Adar) 4  (20 Adar) 5  (21 Adar) 6  (22 Adar) 
  

8:00am Morning 
Minyan via Zoom 

 

 
4:00pm Virtual 

Bet Sefer 
 

9:00am Virtual Weekly Text 
Study 

6:00pm 10th Grade Tichon 
7:00pm Adult Hebrew 

Decoding via zoom 
7:00pm Virtual BBYO – AZA 

& BBG 
8:00p Intro to Judaism via 

zoom 

8:00am Morning 
Minyan via 
Zoom 

 
4:00pm Virtual 

Bet Sefer 
 
7:00pm WTBA 

Virtual Girls 
Night Out 

 
 
6:15pm Virtual 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Shabbat Parah 
Parashat Ki Tisa 
 
9:00am Adult Text Study 
9:30am Virtual Shabbat 

Services followed by Zoom 
Kiddush 

10:15am Shabbat 
Mishpacha via zoom 

     5:48 Candle lighting 6:50p Havdalah (42 min) 
7  (23 Adar) 8  (24 Adar) 9  (25 Adar) 10  (26 Adar) 11  (27 Adar) 12  (28 Adar) 13  (29 Adar) 

  
8:00am Morning 

Minyan via Zoom 
 

 
 
 
4:00pm Virtual 

Bet Sefer 

9:00am Virtual Weekly Text 
Study 

6:00pm 10th Grade Tichon 
7:00pm Adult Hebrew 

Decoding via zoom 
7:00pm Virtual BBYO – AZA 

& BBG 
8:00p Intro to Judaism via 

zoom 

8:00am Morning 
Minyan via 
Zoom 

 
4:00pm Virtual 

Bet Sefer 
 

 
6:15pm Virtual 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Shabbat HaChodesh 
Shabbat Mevarchim 
Chodesh Nissan 
Parashat Vayakhel-Pekudei 
9:00am Adult Text Study 
9:30am Virtual Shabbat 

Services followed by Zoom 
Kiddush 

7:30pm Havdalah, COVID 
Anniversary & Surprise! 
Via Zoom 

     5:55p Candle lighting 6:57 Havdalah (42 min) 
14  (1 Nissan) 15  (2 Nissan) 16  (3 Nissan) 17  (4 Nissan) 18  (5 Nissan) 19  (6 Nissan) 20  (7 Nissan) 

Rosh Chodesh Nissan 
Day Light Saving Time 

Begins – clocks 
forward 1 hour 

 
 
8:00am Morning 

Minyan via Zoom 
9:30am Rosh Chodesh 

via zoom:” 
 

 
 
4:00pm Virtual 

Bet Sefer 

9:00am Virtual Weekly Text 
Study 

6:00pm 10th Grade Tichon 
7:00pm Adult Hebrew 

Decoding via zoom 
7:00pm Virtual BBYO – AZA 

& BBG 
8:00p Intro to Judaism via 

zoom 

8:00am Morning 
Minyan via 
Zoom 

 
4:00pm Virtual 

Bet Sefer 
 

 
6:15pm Virtual 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Parashat Vayikra 
 
9:00am Adult Text Study 
9:30am Virtual Shabbat 

Services followed by Zoom 
Kiddush 

 

     7:02p Candle lighting 8:03p Havdalah (42 min) 

21  (8 Nissan) 22  (9 Nissan) 23  (10 Nissan) 24  (11 Nissan) 25  (12 
Nissan) 26  (13 Nissan) 27  (14 Nissan) 

 
 
7:30pm TBA Film 

Series  

8:00am Morning 
Minyan via Zoom 

 

 
4:00pm Virtual  

Bet Sefer 
 
7:30pm TBA 

Board Meeting 
via zoom 

 

9:00am Virtual Weekly Text 
Study 

6:00pm 10th Grade Tichon 
7:00pm Adult Hebrew 

Decoding via zoom 
7:00pm Virtual BBYO – AZA 

& BBG 
8:00p Intro to Judaism via 

zoom 

Ta’anit Bechorot 
 
8:00am Morning 

Minyan via 
Zoom 

 
NO BET SEFER 
 

 
 
6:15pm Virtual 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Shabbat HaGadol 
Parashat Tzav\ 
Erev Pesach 
 
9:00am Adult Text Study 
9:30am Virtual Shabbat 

Services followed by Zoom 
Kiddush 

 
1st Sedar at sundown 

     7:08p Candle lighting 8:10p Havdalah (42 min) 
28  (15 Nissan) 29  (16 Nissan) 30  (17 Nissan) 31  (18 Nissan    

Pesach I Pesach II Pesach III Pesach IV    
 NO GAN AVRAHAM OR BET SEFER :  PESACH BREAK ALL WEEK  

 

Office closed for 
Pesach 
 
8:00am Morning 

Minyan via Zoom 
 

 

9:00am Virtual Weekly Text 
Study 

6:00pm 10th Grade Tichon 
7:00pm Adult Hebrew 

Decoding via zoom 
7:00pm Virtual BBYO – AZA 

& BBG 
8:00p Intro to Judaism via 
zoom 

   

8:11p Candle lighting 8:12p Candle lighting      
 


