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DIRECTORY  SERVICE SCHEDULE & ONGOING EVENTS

Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan 
Sanctuary, 8:00 a.m. 

 
Friday Afternoon 

Gan Shabbat, 12:40 p.m. 
 

Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) 
Sanctuary and YouTube, 6:15 p.m.

 
Candle Lighting Times (Friday)

Nov 5 5:47 pm
Nov 12 4:41 pm
Nov 19 4:36 pm
Nov 26 4:33 pm

 
Shabbat Morning 

Sanctuary and YouTube, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Torah Portions (Saturday)
Nov 6 Parashat Toldot
 6:47pm Havdalah
 

             Nov 13 Parashat Vayetzei
 5:41pm Havdalah
 

             Nov 20 Parashat Vayishlach
 5:36pm Havdalah
 

             Nov 27 Shabbat Mevarchim
 Chodesh Tevet
 Parashat Vayeshev
 5:33pm Havdalah
 

        Nov 28      Chanukkah 1 Candle  - 5:19pm 
        Nov 29      Chanukkah 2 Candle  - 5:19pm 
        Nov 30      Chanukkah 3 Candle  - 5:19pm

GENERAL INFORMATION:  
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave.  
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours Monday-Thursday 9am - 4pm
Friday 9am - 1pm  

Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930
E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom
Cantorial Soloist/Hazzanit Yael Krieger
Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon 663-1683
Gan Avraham Director Rachel Fenyves 763-7528
Bookkeeper (x 215) Paolo Gomez
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis
Kindergym/ 
Toddler Program (on hold)

Dawn Margolin  
dawnie57@gmail.com

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President David Goodwin   510-655-0529
Vice President Garrett Schwartz   510-533-6910
Vice President Ann Rapson   510-612-2304
Vice President Jessica Sterling   415-640-5003
Vice President Etta Heber   510-332-9925
Secretary Jason Edelstein   510-239-1102
Treasurer Peter Miller   510-652-7814
Immediate Past President Alice Hale

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like to 
contact the committee chairs, please contact the 
synagogue office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Susan Simon
Chesed Heidi Bersin & Heike Friedman
Board of Trustees Jan Kessler
Film Series Paul Raskin
Finance Peter Miller
Gan Avraham 
School Committee Sheera Frankel

House Stephen Shub
Israel Affairs Ann Rapson
Membership Stacy Month & Ann Rapson
Men’s Club Bryan Schwartz
Omer see page 6
Personnel David Goodwin
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Schools Jessica Sterling
Social Action Jessica Sterling
Women of TBA Abby Klein

Cover Artist:  
Booker Holton has been a member of TBA for over 13 years 
and served on the TBA board for 2 of those years.  He is a 
retired environmental scientist, environmental consultant 
and a business leader, but now has the time to pursue 
his passion for the visual arts.  Recently, he has embarked 
on art projects with his dear friend, Gordan Freeman, the 
retired Rabbi of Congregation B’nai Shalom.  For example, 
they completed a series of paintings based on Pirke Avot.  
Booker produced thematic oil paintings, enhanced with 
the Hebrew calligraphy of Rabbi Freeman.  Their next 
completed project was based on The Shema.  Based on 
this theme, Gordon Freeman’s poetry provided the basis 
for Booker’s oil paintings.  Currently, Booker and Rabbi 
Freeman are involved in a project to articulate our respon-
sibility in creating a trusting world, through forgiveness, cov-
enantal relationships, and goodness.   More news to come.
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

$72
PROVIDES

144
MEALS

$36
PROVIDES

  
72

MEALS

$100 
PROVIDES

200
MEALS

Holiday Dinner Drive

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

Lifting the Burden of Hunger Gives Hope!

Please Give Now – Thank You
ALL AMOUNTS APPRECIATED

Each dollar donated buys two meals.

The Food Bank is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your tax-deductible gift of any amount is appreciated and needed.

DONATE ONLINE:  
accfb.org/dinner

 
Make your donation
selection and choose 
Temple Beth Abraham 
from the list to complete 
your contribution.

DONATE BY MAIL:

 

Need has increased 70% during the pandemic. 

Benefiting the Alameda County Community Food Bank

Payable to ACCFB and write 
HDD on the memo line, mail to:

Temple Beth Abraham
Attn: Holiday Dinner Drive
336 Euclid Avenue
Oakland CA 94610

the food bank is a:

The Koret Foundation is matching all gifts, dollar-for-dollar, up to $25,000. 
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FROM THE RABBI

Conversions Might Be The Best Part Of My Job 
I have overseen over 200 conversions in my time here at Temple Beth Abraham, about 
half of whom have been children (adopted, patrilineal Jews, or converting along with 
their parents). Having been here just over 20 years, this means we average about 10 con-
versions per year. I have also participated as one of the rabbis on the Beit Din for about 
100 others. I can honestly say that this is one of the most rewarding parts of my job.

Why is it so rewarding? First, the final ritual of the immersion in the mikveh is beautiful 
and spiritual. I find it moving every single time. More importantly, having the opportuni-
ty to study with people converting, I get to experience seeing Judaism through their fresh 
eyes in all its beauty and glory. I also get to hear their stories and witness their journeys. 
It never gets old.

The process, here at Temple Beth Abraham, is fairly straight forward. The ending 
involves meeting with a panel of Rabbis (a Beit Din) where we go over why someone is 
choosing Judaism, a visit to the mikveh (ritual bath), hatafat dam b’rit for males (a “sym-
bolic” circumcision if someone is already circumcised), and public acceptance of the 
Torah where they receive their official Hebrew name. 

To get to these final steps a person has to study with me for about a year, take an 
Introduction to Judaism Course, an Aleph Bet Hebrew Reading Course, and show up 
regularly to Shabbat services. I technically refuse them three times, but that is just a for-
mality. Mostly I jump for joy when someone wants to convert to Judaism.

There are a few misconceptions that I have found people have about the process which I 
would like to take the opportunity to teach about at this time.

Aren’t converts less sincere than born Jews, especially if they are converting for the 
sake of marriage? As stated above I have worked with several hundred conversion can-
didates, and I have yet to meet one that is insincere. As far as exploring Judaism initially 
for the sake of a potential partner, that is actually a wonderful reason to consider conver-
sion. Don’t you want to share something as important as religion, a framework for look-
ing at the world, a moral code, a calendar, and a way of life? 

Converts are less Jewish than born Jews. Are you kidding me? There are jokes written 
about how those who convert to Judaism practice, believe, and care more about Judaism 
than most born Jews. Halachically, they are considered a new soul or, according to the 
Midrash, a soul that was also present when receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai that has 
found its way back. Either way, there are no distinctions between born Jews and Jews  
by choice.

That must mean you should never talk about conversion with someone who  
converted. That depends on the person. Some want to keep it quiet, and that should 
absolutely be respected. Many others are proud of their story and journey. I am certainly 
proud of them and the fact that nearly a quarter of the households at TBA have at least 
one person who converted to Judaism. There is a Talmudic passage that says someone 
who converts to Judaism should never be reminded of their “former, pork eating, idola-
trous ways.” That’s a far cry from asking someone respectfully about their journey. The 
bottom line is to take your cue from the person. 

In the end, I feel very blessed myself to have offered so many people blessings as they 
“officially” become a part of the Jewish people. So, as Ruth, the most famous Jewish 
convert said, “wherever they will go, I will go.”

L’shalom,

Rabbi Mark Bloom
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

TBA is a Long Way from the Burbank of My Youth
By David Goodwin
The month before I was born, my parents purchased their first home, in a new subdi-
vision in the hills of Burbank, California, where we lived until I was 10.  Before that 
subdivision was built, almost no Jews lived in Burbank—I assume because of restric-
tive covenants in the existing housing, all built before World War II—but with the new 
post-war housing developments, some Jewish families began to move into the town.  In 
fact, I think my parents knew every one of them, and they were quite a contrast from 
most of our neighbors, many of whom worked for Lockheed, the largest employer in 
the city.  The Jewish families quickly founded a Conservative synagogue, the Burbank 
Jewish Community Center (now Burbank Temple Beth El), and they were lucky enough 
to hire Rabbi Joseph Wagner in what I believe was his first post out of rabbinical school.  
(Rabbi Wagner subsequently moved to West LA, where he became one of the most 
prominent rabbis in California before his premature death forty years ago.)

BJCC was a very conservative Conservative synagogue back then.  For example, in my 
first day of religious school, instead of learning the aleph bet (or, as most of the mem-
bers would have put it in that era, aleph beis), the six or seven year olds in the equiva-
lent of Kitah Aleph were taught the Mourner’s Kaddish: the teacher explained that it 
might be useful one day.  (Unfortunately, he turned out to be right.) Plus, women played 
no role at all in the services in those days and I don’t recall anyone having a bat mitz-
vah.  In fact, I’m pretty sure that my religious school class was all boys.  

Another thing about that era is that our synagogue had no Jews By Choice.  And when 
settling down in Burbank with a new house and a family Conservative Judaism was a 
choice nearly everyone made to land back in the middle after an Orthodox childhood 
and military service during the War with little or no religion.

Fast forward more than fifty years.  I don’t know whether anyone has ever done a 
survey of all of our members (though the Rabbi might know off the top of his head), 
but I would not be at all surprised if at least 25% of our 490 plus member households 
included at least one person who is a Jew by choice, and perhaps more.  Plus we are 
egalitarian, diverse, and inclusive—all things that no one could have dreamed of back in 
Burbank when I was a child.  

All this has made our congregation, and Conservative Judaism more generally, a far bet-
ter place, where so many choose to join and are welcomed into the community.  I won’t 
be around in another fifty years to find out what happens but the past fifty years has 
made me optimistic about the future of the congregation.

The temperature has dropped and we're preparing for chilly weather. 
Please consider donating warm coats, jackets and scarves through 
Temple Beth Abraham by dropping them in bins located in the little 
courtyard near the Gan office.  Gently used & cleaned or brand new 
items are appreciated. We are collecting for men, women and chil-
dren from November 1, 2021 through early 2022. All items will be 
delivered to CityTeam for distribution.  Contact Jessica Sterling with 
questions at jessica.sterling@ymail.com.

November Social Action Opportunity - Warm Coat Collection
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EDITOR’S COLUMN

THE OMER 
We accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the seventh of the month preceding publication. 

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez & 
Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Alden F. Cohen

Calendar Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!

Cover Gabriella Gordon

Copy Editor Jenny Rooney

Proofreaders Charles Feltman, Susan Simon, Debbie Spangler

Distribution Hennie Hecht-Zilverberg

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

eMail omer@tbaoakland.org

Advertising Policy: Anyone may 
sponsor an issue of The Omer 
and receive a dedication for 

their business or loved one. Contact us for details. We 
do not accept outside or paid advertising. 
 
The Omer is published on paper that is  
30% post-consumer fibers. 

 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o 
Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610-3232.

© 2021. Temple Beth Abraham. 

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by Temple Beth 
Abraham, a non-profit, located at 336 Euclid Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94610; telephone (510) 832-0936. It is 
published monthly except for the months of July and 
August for a total of 10 issues per annum. It is sent as a 
requester publication and there is no paid distribution. 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM is proud 
to support the Conservative 
Movement by affiliating with 
The United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism.

Small Mitzvahs Make The World A Better Place 
By Lisa Fernandez
I like nothing better than small acts of kindness:  Do-able things; Actionable items; Acts 
that don’t overwhelm you and can be performed regularly and without resentment.  For 
me, that’s often making matzo ball soup.

I eat a lot of chicken and I make a lot of soup. At any given time, I have about four con-
tainers of kosher, homemade matzoh ball soup in my freezer. That way if anyone I know 
gets sick, divorced, has a bad day, etc., I have something to bring them to show them  
I care.

I try to teach my own children, and my Bet Sefer students, about the importance of doing 
regular mitzvahs. 

When I begin class, I ask them to go around the room to update me on their “mitzvah 
check-in” list for the week. I ask them to tell me about a mitzvah, great or small, that they 
have performed themselves or witnessed.

The answers vary from giving tzedakah to the homeless to cleaning up their rooms if their 
parents asked.

Sure, not everything they say falls neatly into the 613 Commandments inscribed on two 
tablets, but the idea of thinking about, and practicing, good deeds each week, makes them 
pay attention to acting kindly on a regular basis. 

So, I invite the TBA congregation to conduct your own mitzvah check-in with your fam-
ily and friends each week. If you’re stuck for ideas, you can start by cooking a pot of 
matzoh ball soup. 
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BET SEFER

Choosing Judaism
By Susan Simon
The topic this month got me to contem-
plate the idea of Jews by choice.  In the 
literal sense, we are talking about people 
who were not born Jewish but decided that 
they wanted to become Jewish.  We have 
welcomed numerous wonderful people this 
way into our community, and they enrich 
our lives and our practice.

But there are other ways to choose 
Judaism.  Each of us chooses Judaism in 
the way that we practice its rituals and cus-
toms.  Each of us chooses how observant 
to be, how much to learn, how much to 
participate.  And how we choose to do this 
isn’t static – it is a journey that we take 
over years and months, weeks and days.  

What about children?  Do they choose 
Judaism?  That depends on your point of 
view.  Certainly most children in our com-
munity are born Jewish or go through a 
conversion process sometime in their early 
years as determined by their parents.  So 
initially, there is no active choice on the 
part of the children.  But at some point, as 
going to Bet Sefer and going to services 
conflicts with other activities they want to 
do, Judaism becomes a choice for children, 

or at least for their parents who make the 
choice for them.

Eventually, in high school and college, 
these young people make a real choice to 
engage with Jewish people and rituals or 
to put that on the back burner.  At TBA we 
work hard to give them a positive experi-
ence that they can draw on as they continue 
their Jewish journey.  In each 
 of these junctions, the young person  
is making a choice, and hopefully  
choosing Judaism.

Nothing changes post-college or other 
young adult adventures.  While we may 
have been born Jewish, we have to choose 
to “play” Jewish to make it meaningful in 
our lives.  We choose Judaism when we 
light Shabbat candles, when we give tze-
dakah, when we make a special Shabbat 
dinner, when we attend a Pesach seder. We 
choose Judaism when we light a yahrzeit 
candle and say Kaddish for a loved one, 
when we attend a shiva house, when we 
serve at a soup kitchen.

Choosing Judaism is for those in the pro-
cess of learning about Judaism, its customs, 
laws, and history.  But it is also about all of 
us as we learn, grow, practice and connect.  
Keep on choosing!

Sammy Ragones - November 13, 2021
My name is Sammy Ragones and I am a 7th grader at 
Piedmont Middle School. I like playing baseball, camping, 
and spending time with friends.

My Torah portion is Vayetze, and the part we are reading 
this year is about Jacob leaving Lavan’s house with his 
wives and cattle. I will be talking about Jacob’s journeys, 
how we face difficult “journeys” in our lives, and the 
importance of perseverance.  You can come to my Bar 
Mitzvah or watch it on Rabbi Bloom’s YouTube channel 
on November 13th.

Ba
r M

itz
va

h

BEGINNER ADULT HEBREW with Susan Simon 
Thursdays, Starting October 14th  

at 7:00pm via Zoom  
Contact susan@tbaoakland.org

ADULT EDUCATION with Susan Simon 
“A Taste of Text Study” Saturdays at 9am 

Contact Susan@tbaoakland.org  
for the Zoom link

Continued on page 14
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WTBA happenings: October - 
December
By Rachel Dornhelm
WTBA kicked off fall with a walk around the Lafayette 
Reservoir October 17 (pictured). A beautiful way to con-
tinue the celebration of the fall holidays among nature and 
life giving water.

Sunday November 7, from 2-5 pm, please join us for 
our first in-person at TBA event in over a year. This is 
our annual membership event. Your WTBA member-
ship must be up to date to attend. Simply search your 
email to find messages about  WTBA membership for a 
link to sign up for WTBA membership.

We will have plenty of social time as well as; food, proj-
ects, and crafts focusing on themes around the environ-
ment.

- Start saving your small glass jars (baby food, jam, etc.) 
for an herb garden project.

- Vaccination is required to attend.

Then mark your calendars and start your stoves because 
Thursday December 9 at 7 pm WTBA will be co-
hosting a book launch. Omer Food columnist and Jewish 
food maven Faith Kramer has a new cookbook on 
Jewish Cuisine. 20% of all book sales at the event will 
go back to TBA schools.

Warriors Jewish Heritage Night
By Bryan Schwartz
Warriors season starts next 
week!

December 6th - right at the 
end of Hanukkah - is Jewish 
Heritage Night at Chase Center 
in SF. Think end-of-Hanukkah 
gifts, and sign up NOW!

It's an event the whole family 
can enjoy - here are the Covid instructions: https://www.
nba.com/warriors/news/chase-center-updated-health-safe-
ty-entry-requirements-20210913

Note that it appears kids aged 2-11 can get in with a nega-
tive Covid test within 72 hours.

It's $55/each for seats in sections 218-222 - and the whole 
congregation will sit together, I'm assured, if we order 
soon. Of course there will be a t-shirt gift as well.

Please let me know if you and yours would like to join 
us at Chase Center for the Dubs versus the Orlando 
Magic - the Jewish community should show up for our 
Warriors (Owner Joe Lacob is a MOT)! 

If you are in, before Shabbat starts next Friday, 
October 22nd, please Venmo me $55/ticket you want, 
and you'll be included in the block. My Venmo address is: 
@bryan-schwartz-94901 - but if you can't do Venmo, let 
me know and we'll work something else out.

Bryan Schwartz 
President 
Temple Beth Abraham Men's Club

Come join the TBA's Men's Club to 
schmooze with Jews in Bad Shoes

 

 
Thursday November 11th

Bowlero 
(Formerly AMF Bowling Center - Southshore Lanes)

300 Park Street | Alameda  

Play starts at 7:30 p.m. 
All adult members and prospective members of the 

TBA community are welcome
$25 for bowling, shoes, pizza, and beer

 
RSVP to Howard Zangwill hmzangwill@gmail.com

WTBA MEN'S CLUB
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TBA BOOK GROUP TBA FILM

November TBA Book Group: "The 
Rabbi Finds Her Way”
By Judy Glick
 Our TBA book club will meet on Thursday, November 
11th, @ 7:30 pm. We will be discussing the fiction book, 
"The Rabbi Finds Her Way: A Pearl Ross-Levy Novel" 
by Robert Schoen with Catherine DeCuir. The book is 
a paperback and was published in 2019. It is available 
at the Oakland library and through Link+. We will meet 
via Zoom. The authors, Robert Schoen and Catherine 
DeCuir, will be with us on our Zoom call. If you wish 
to join us, send an email to judyglick@gmail.com for the 
Zoom link. 

The Rabbi Finds Her Way fol-
lows Pearl Ross-Levy's first two 
years as associate rabbi at a large 
Reform congregation in California. 
This compelling, inspiring, and 
often funny narrative weaves 
the experiences and insights that 
shape the young rabbi as she finds 
her way through the challenges 
of her profession. We see Pearl's 
lifelong friendship with a high 
school classmate—the victim of a 

serious car accident—evolve as it opens her eyes to the 
world of religion.  And whether she's discussing women's 
rights in the Bible with a bat mitzvah student, meeting 
the man she'll soon marry, encouraging a congregant with 
Alzheimer's to tell a joke whose punch line he's forgotten, 
or struggling with the anguish of a man who believes he's 
unwittingly committed a murder, Pearl reveals her intel-
ligence, empathy, grit, and humor.  The Rabbi's strength 
and faith grow as she continues to see that God does, 
indeed, work in strange ways.

About the Authors:

Robert Schoen is the author of the award-winning 
book, What I Wish My Christian Friends Knew About 
Judaism. He is a musician and has served as Composer-
in-Residence at Temple Sinai in Oakland, California. 
Schoen's book On God's Radar—My Walk Across 
America chronicles his 2018 coast-to-coast walk in pho-
tos, daily blog entries, and essays. He lives in Oakland 
with his wife, Sharon.

Catherine DeCuir is a cantorial soloist, jazz vocalist, 
and fiction writer whose work has appeared in dozens 
of publications including Seventeen and The Bellingham 
Review. She is currently working on a historical novel 
based on the lives of her Creole ancestors. She and her 
husband live in Albany, California.

Watch a Film – Do a mitzvah!
By Ellen Kaufman
In the seventy years since the Cuban revolution, it’s 
been challenging for the small Jewish community that 
remained on the island to retain its traditions and identity.  
Today, their situation is even more precarious. Ongoing 
food and medical shortages have been exacerbated by 
COVID and the low rate of vaccination. Incomes have 
been devastated by the loss of tourism to the island. 

Because there is no official vehicle to send aid directly to 
Cuba’s 1500 Jews, a grassroots humanitarian effort has 
been initiated by Ariel Goldstein.  Ariel has organized 
tours for the San Francisco Jewish Community Center for 
more than 10 years and has led 19 trips to Jewish Cuba.  
To date, this effort has generated $50,000 for the commu-
nity to provide much needed food, medicine and personal 
hygiene materials.

Our TBA community now has the opportunity to reach 
out to our Cuban mishpoche and support them in their 
time of need.

To provide background, the TBA Film Series is screening 
two films, Havana Nagiila and Abraham and Eugenia, 
from November 16-23, which premiered together at the 
1995 SF Jewish Film Festival. 

Havana Nagila: The Jews in Cuba is a 57-minute video 
documentary that traces the history and presence of the 
Jewish community in Cuba. It explores the impact of the 
1959 Revolution, what it was like for the five percent of 
the original community that remained and lived under 
Castro, the phenomenon of the community's resurgence 
(in the mid-nineties), and the international issues that 
affect its future.

Abraham and Eugenia: Stories from Jewish Cuba (32 
minutes) profiles two “keepers of the faith” who were 
able to cling to their beliefs throughout the 35 difficult 
years following the Cuban revolution.  Abraham, a kosher 
butcher, prepares for his son’s bar mitzvah and Eugenia, 
who lives in the countryside is determined to raise her 
children as Jews, despite the lack of a synagogue and a 
rabbi. 

On November 21, we will hold a zoom panel with the 
film directors, Laura Paull (Havana Nagila) and (TBA’s 
own) Bonnie Burt (Abraham and Eugenia), and Ariel 
Goldstein who will update us about the current situation 
in Cuba and how best to support the communities there.  

Watch your email for additional information and sign-ups 
for the film and discussion links.
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COOKING CORNER

Beef-Stuffed Onion Recipe  
By Faith Kramer
Spice Up Your Friday Night Dinners with 52 Shabbats, a 
Special WTBA GNO and a Libyan Jewish-Inspired Beef-
Stuffed Onion Recipe  
One of the pleasures of delving into the global Jewish 
kitchen is discovering the flavors and versatility of the 
spice blends used by different communities. From Middle 
Eastern za’atar, Yemeni hawaij to Ethiopian berbere, 
spice and herb mixes scent our kitchens, delight our pal-
ates, and connect us to our diverse Jewish roots.
Exploring these spice blends and other international 
Jewish ingredients in traditional and untraditional ways 
are important components in my new cookbook, 52 
Shabbats: Friday Night Dinners Inspired by a Global 
Jewish Kitchen. The cookbook, published by The 
Collective Book Studio (an Oakland-based, woman-
owned company started by TBA member Angela Engel), 
releases November 30.  The recipes and research I did for 
my Omer and the j columns 
over the years were an impor-
tant part of developing the 
recipes and writing the essays 
giving context to the food, 
ingredients, and customs.
To celebrate the cookbook 
and share some of these spice 
blends, I am very pleased that 
the Women of Temple Beth 
Abraham (WTBA) is hosting 
me for a very special Girls’ 
Night Out (GNO) at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, December 9. Attendees will have an oppor-
tunity to make and take home some of the spice mixes 
and I’ll share some recipes for using the blends as well. 
Copies of 52 Shabbats will be available for sale, with 
percentage of the purchase price going to WTBA’s school 
donation fund. Watch for more information from WTBA 
about the event.
One of the spice mixes I developed for the book was 
based on the Libyan-Jewish blend called bzaar. I liked 
it so much, I used it to create another recipe not in the 
cookbook, Stuffed Onions in Libyan-Spiced Tomato 
Sauce, a hearty, winter-warming dish which can be made 
ahead. The long cooking brings out the onions’ sweetness 
and the spice blend adds a complex, slightly sharp blend 
of fragrant spices that complements the beef and sauce. 
The recipe doubles well and can be made in advance. 
Sadly, the Jewish community in Libya is no more, 
although many Jews of Libyan descent live in Israel  
and Italy.

STUFFED ONIONS IN LIBYAN-
SPICED TOMATO SAUCE

SERVES 4 
1/2 cup white basmati rice
2 ½ Tbs. Bzaar-Inspired Spice Mix (see below), divid-

ed
About 2 lbs. jumbo or large yellow onions (see notes)
1 tsp. plus 1 Tbs. olive oil
3/4 tsp. salt, divided
15 oz. can plain tomato sauce
1/4 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. paprika, divided
1 Tbs. fresh lemon juice
1 Tbs. finely chopped garlic
1/4 cup finely chopped cilantro or parsley
1 Tbs. tomato paste
1 large egg, beaten
8 oz. ground beef

Rinse and drain rice repeatedly until water 
is clear. Soak in water for at least 1 hour. 
(Or soak overnight at room temperature.) 
Make spice mix (below). Heat oven to 
450 degrees. Peel onions. Trim ends flat. 
Slice in half around “waist.”  Set each half 
cut side up. With a paring knife cut cavity 
about 2 inches in diameter and about 3/4 –
to-1-inch deep. (Plug any holes with onion 
pieces.) Finely chop onion removed from 
center, save for filling.
Grease 7-to-8 by 10-to-11 inch baking dish 

or 8-to-9-inch round casserole with 1 tsp. oil. Put onions 
in dish cut side up. Brush tops with 1 Tbs. oil. Mix ½ tsp. 
spice mix and ¼ tsp. salt. Sprinkle top of onions with it. 
Bake 30 minutes. Remove from oven. Let cool. Remove 
onions with spatula to plate. (Do not wash baking dish.) 
Brush any liquid in cavities across cut surfaces.
Pour tomato sauce in baking dish. Stir in 1 tsp. spice mix, 
sugar, 1/4 tsp. salt, 1/4 tsp. paprika and lemon juice. Set 
aside.
Heat oven to 350 degrees. Measure 1/2 cup reserved 
onion. (Save extra for another use.) Place in bowl with 
drained rice, garlic, cilantro, 1/4 tsp. salt, 1/4 tsp. paprika, 
and 1 tsp. spice mix. Stir. Add tomato paste and egg. Mix 
well. Add beef. Blend with hands until combined. 
Take quarter of the filling. Firmly fill cavity of one half, 
mounding remainder over entire top, pressing firmly. 
Repeat. Place in sauce filling side up. Spoon sauce over 
tops, covering completely. Cover loosely with foil and 
bake for 60 minutes, stirring the sauce and spooning it on 
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COOKING CORNER COMMUNITY
top of the filling (with foil temporarily removed) every 
20 minutes. Remove foil. Bake uncovered 20 minutes. 
Meat should be firm, sauce thickened, and rice inside fill-
ing cooked through (some exposed rice may be slightly 
crisp). Serve hot, warm or room temperature with sauce 
spooned over top. 
Bzaar-Inspired Spice Mix: Combine 1/2 tsp. ground 
black pepper, 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon, 1/2 tsp. ground 
nutmeg, 1/2 tsp. ground turmeric, 1/2 tsp. ground carda-
mom, 1/4 tsp. ground cumin and 1/8 tsp. ground cloves. 
Double if desired and store extra airtight. Use to season 
meat, fish, vegetables and sauces.
To make in advance: Refrigerate roasted onions overnight 
in covered baking dish. Bring to room temperature before 
proceeding. The entire recipe can be made and refriger-
ated up to 2-3 days in advance. Cover with foil and reheat 
in 350-degree oven.
Notes: Use 3-inch diameter or larger onions. Use 2 jumbo 
(also known as extra-large or colossal) onions (about 
14-16 oz. each). If using large onions (8-12 oz. each), 
use 3-4 of the largest ones available. Proportion filling 
accordingly. Taste and correct seasonings.
Faith Kramer writes a food column for the j., the Jewish 
News of Northern California (www.jweekly.com) and blogs 
her food at www.clickblogappetit.com. She is the author of the 
upcoming 52 Shabbats: Friday Night Dinners Inspired by a 
Global Jewish Kitchen (available now for presale and coming 
November 2021 from The Collective Book Studio).  
Contact her at fjkramer@msn.com

Jews of Choice:  A Conundrum of Definition
By Booker Holton
I struggle with the ersatz definitive category “Jews of Choice” and I feel the same way grappling with the category  
“Jews of Color.”

As I am exposed to numerous books published on trees and plants (“The Overstory”, “The Secret Life of Trees”, 
“Braiding Sweetgrass”, etc.), I reflect on who we are as Homo sapiens (“the wise human”), and our biological connection 
with trees, plants, and the Torahic “Tree of Life”. What is our essence?

I believe the ongoing act of defining ourself as a Jew is more than the “substance” of Judaism, but rather the “essence” of 
Judaism.  It is more than the categorical definition of the outer structural aspects of being a Jew (“looking like a Jew”), 
to more of the internal definition of what it means to be a Jew.  In this way, I believe all of us who define ourselves sub-
stantively as Jews are all “Jews of Choice” as we sojourn the way toward the essence of Judaism.  We are always choos-
ing!  All my life, even though I was not “substantively” categorized as Jewish, I nevertheless was on the road to defining 
myself in “essence” as a Jew.  Even growing up as a so-called African American, Jehovah’s Witness, my family warmly 
embraced the moral, ethical, and covenantal aspects of Judaism.  I finally “saw the light” and made a conscious decision 
to formally pursue the “essence” of Judaism by converting and exposing to others in my community my quest for such 
essence.   I still consider myself, as we all should, as “Jews of Choice” by choosing to continue a directed sojourn along 
the roadway of ethical and moral standards defined through the history and legacy of Judaism. 

Booker Holton has been a member of TBA for 13 years and served on the TBA board for 2 years. He is also a visual art-
ist and painted the cover image for the Omer this month.
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From Ghetto to Ghetto 
Euro
By Obi Clark
From ghetto to ghetto Euro, similar to 
yourself being the right hand of Pharaoh, 
I thought I was somebody that you might 
want to know, holy Land mojo and 
Oakland lingo, 10 years old put down 
the Legos, if mulatto was a liquid it’ll 
be macchiato, destined for parole by 14 
years old, I’ve always dreamed of being 
a man of letters, learning Greek like a 
geek at 14 years old, that’s on my logos, 
they held Street Court letters of law, hol-
low tips echo in sessions chamber, like 
crossing the Jordan in 1998 Jordans, 
98 you need it a crossover like Iverson 
same time the heckler, becoming a bet-
ter version of myself, I feel through my 
conversion my soul spilled top shelf, 
like michelle, becoming herself but 
higher, only one Obi-Wan all alone in 
the watchtower, born in Mount Zion not 
shinar May Jah face shine more than the 
lighthouse in at valley Alexandria, call 
him my scarf but blessed soul back to the 
harbor.

In ancient days in the USA, who didn’t 
have cocaine running in their veins it was 
societies Medicaid, my Latino familiar 
tides for centuries, Juston and I go back 
like old Oakland arcades, most of my 
associates died early, some died on the 
inside, before the blessing of old age, 
90s East Oakland a little bit before the 
2000s early, all these diamond life was 

all upward mobility I used to get high to 
escape reality, but now I live on high 
from hashims reality, cosmos spoke out 
of chaos, now my steps are ordered Beret 
sheet scene as organized chaos, find 
chaos create order.

Story of my wilderness, carrying my star, 
my life is a witness, my life is a testi-
mony to Josh sovereignty, no affidavit, 
my father’s palms were on the Quran, 
kosher salt of the earth imma blood-line 
ganja tuff, that’s word to my uncle 
Solomon, rest in Gan, now I have a son 
the year Colby won just a couple days 
ago he turned one, every generation in 
our life because of conception you can’t 
orchestrate the movie sing because Jah is 
the director you can came out maybe 
once or twice, he’s made in my image 
they child is born, may he walk upon the 
way, I &I will paint a picture, my Imma 
car approach the San Francisco city lim-
its, saying welcome, she was supposed to 
be on¹ her way crossing the Nimitz, as 
the Bay bridge stretch like accordion, I 
started to knock on my imma stomach, 
saying your baby boy is about to come, 
the closest exit to hospital is Mount Zion, 
6/29 according to the calendars of 
Julian’s, that’s my son name and his 
heartstrings and I play a game, of genera-
tional Gap daddy will keep running until 
you ready to tag me back.

The Minyan
For the first time in 17 months since the beginning of the 
pandemic the minyanires had breakfast together in the 
courtyard.

Join us for a lively one hour service every Monday and 
Thursday at 8 am in the sanctuary followed by breakfast 
in the main courtyard.

Obi Clark recently joined TBA. He lives in Berkeley and is currently restarting 
his personal chef and house cleaning business.
He wrote this poem to introduce himself and his journey to Judaism. Although he 
has aspired to become Jewish since his formative years, it wasn't until Juston 
helped him get a job here at TBA 3 years ago that his passion was rekindled.
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We Are All Jews by Choice –  
Isn’t that the point?
By Lisa Strongin
You might resonate with the idea that we were all stand-
ing at Sinai.  You might grok with the notion of a unique-
ly Jewish soul.  You might be intrigued by the possibility 
of specific Jewish DNA or a Jewish genome.  I, for one, 
would love to explore your thoughts on any or all of this 
and see where that conversation takes us as Jews in the 
21st Century.  Whatever turns you on about Judaism, 
there are also aspects about which you are not crazy in 
love.  Perhaps we all have experienced some parts of  
our tradition as challenging to our modern and post-
modern way of thinking and behaving.  There may be 
moments when we feel burdened rather than inspired.  
However we keep choosing to engage as Jews and live 
our lives, to varying extents, informed by Jewish practices 
and principles.

When we moved to Oakland from the Central Valley,  
Max and I chose to prioritize finding a Jewish community 
in which we could practice, study, and enjoy forming  
new relationships.  The Bay Area is quite a Jewish 
smorgasbord!  We found several that spoke to different 
aspects of our Jewish selves.  The experience of choosing 
revealed and clarified so much for us.  Several years  
later, each time we chose to attend a service or engage in 
study, or watch and discuss a film with y’all, we are con-
tinuing to open to new and shared understandings of 21st 
Century Judaism.

Post-modern Judaism is certainly a mixed bag!  No one 
is forcing any of us to identify as Jews and how we each 
understand that identification is incredibly varied. Yet 
here we all are making that choice to opt in, rather than 
abandon ship.  I believe Judaism promotes choice.  All 
mitzvot are choices, as well as obligations.  Every choice 
is an opportunity for revelation.  For me, this is the great-
est gift of our tradition: to stand at Sinai, again and again, 
regardless of bloodlines or genomes.

Lisa Strongin and Maxine Epperson retired from careers 
in public service in the Central Valley. They say they knew 
they wanted to live in a place that reflected, rather than 
challenged, their values.  They have been in Oakland 
since the end of 2017: “We got around to shul shopping 
and entered TBA via Monday's morning Minyan, then 
Wednesday Torah Study, and really liked the people we 
met, the joyful and haimish feel to the place and joined 
shortly before our next crop of San Marzano seedlings

Jews by Choice 
By Abby Klein
From what I’ve been told, my maternal grandmother was 
a kind and bighearted woman, quiet and genteel. I have 
been told many stories about her, but never met her in 
person. I never knew her because she died young, taken 
from my father far too early.
My father was 14 when she died. He remembers his 
grief, and he remembers his anger when the lapel of his 
good bar mitzvah suit was ripped as a sign of mourning.

His father, my grandfather, was the oldest of 6 children. 
He escaped Russia (and the pogroms) on foot prior to 
World War I and made his way to England. He then 
brought over his parents and remaining siblings. He set 
up a successful scrap business and hired a young, beauti-
ful British secretary. She did not expect to fall in love 
with this crazy, boisterous, charismatic Russian Jewish 
immigrant, but soon she had converted to Judaism and 
was married – and disowned by her family (except for 
loyal sister, my great-aunt Daisy, whom I had the honor 
of meeting when I was 4 years old). My grandmother 
embraced Judaism and her new family wholeheartedly, 
setting up a kosher home and studying Yiddish so she 
could converse with her new family, especially her moth-
er-in-law and father-in-law, my great grandparents, who 
spoke very little English. And I guess her appeal was 
strong, because my great grandparents, who were devout-
ly Orthodox, soon decided that it was she and their oldest 
son with whom they would prefer to live. They stayed 
with her until their deaths. And when my grandmother 
died, leaving behind 5 children, of which my father was 
the youngest, a big hole of grief remained in the family.

I wish I could have met my grandmother. I have so 
many questions I would like to ask her. What was it like 
embracing a foreign religion and culture? What was it 
like being shunned by your family of origin?  But mostly, 
I think about what it would have been like simply to have 
her in my life. 

Abby Klein is an active member of TBA, and the cur-
rent president of WTBA. She lives in Oakland with her 
husband and daughter. They have been members of TBA 
since 2007.
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LOOKING FOR MORE INVOLVEMENT AT TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM?
We are looking for volunteers to help with the monthly production of the Omer.

Proofreaders, writers, and artists especially needed for 2021.  Contact omer@tbaoakland.org today!

GAN AVRAHAM

Jewish Educator by Choice 
By Ann Bergstrom
When I decided to pursue a career in Early Childhood 
Education, I went back to school to get the required ECE 
units through Merritt College. Once I had completed the 
coursework, I was ready to start the job search process, 
so I scoured Craigslist job listings. (This was how one 
searched for a job, back in 2005.)
I interviewed with Wendy Siver, the director of Gan 
Avraham. She explained that I didn't need to be Jewish to 
teach at the Gan, but would need to be comfortable talk-
ing about G*d and answering children's questions. (No 
problem there, I went to a Lutheran school and had even 
taught Sunday School growing up. G*d was very famil-
iar, but Judaism wasn't.) I was completely intimidated, 
but accepted the job offer. 
I was exhausted and overwhelmed by the first few weeks 
of school, and welcomed a break for the High Holidays. 
Then came Sukkot, and Supper in the Sukkah - my first 
school event. Why did it have to be for a holiday I had 
never heard of before? I was nervous that I would do 
something that wasn't kosher (literally and figuratively!) 
I stood with my back pressed against the KG glass doors 
as the courtyard outside the chapel filled with Gan fami-

lies. Rabbi Bloom prepared to say the blessing before 
the meal, and I wasn't about to leave my place of safety. 
Then Noah Stigler, who was in my KB class, came up 
to me and invited me to sit with him. I thanked him, but 
didn't move. After the blessing, the buffet lines in the 
Sukkah we're opened and families started serving them-
selves. Still I stood on the outskirts, until Barbara Gross, 
Noah's mother, came up to me and confirmed that they 
had saved a seat for me with their family, right next to 
Noah's grandparents. 
For the first time, I felt like a member of the community, 
rather than an outsider. This set the tone for my experi-
ence teaching at Gan Avraham. I have always felt includ-
ed and appreciated. 
Four years later, I got married and moved out of 
California for my husband's work. I cried all through 
"Shalom Chaverim" at my final Shabbat, knowing how 
pivotal the Gan community had been in my growth 
as a person and as a teacher. When we moved back to 
Oakland 2.5 years later, I had job offers from several 
schools, but couldn't imagine teaching anywhere else. I 
returned back to where my teaching career began. I may 
not be Jewish by faith, but I am a Jewish educator by 
choice, and this is my Kehillah.

Cameron Smith- November 6, 2021
My name is Cameron Smith. I am in 8th Grade at Ecole 
Bilingue de Berkeley. My family and I have been part of TBA 
since I was in Kitah Alef. This year I am really excited about 
being part of the Madrichim Staff for Bet Sefer.  

My favorite activities are mountain biking and downhill skiing, 
and hanging out with my friends and dog. I think we are very 
lucky to live in such a beautiful area, with access to so many 
outdoor activities. I feel strongly about protecting the environ-
ment and making sure that we protect our global and local 
resources. Since one of my greatest passions is mountain biking, 
I plan to give some of my bar mitzvah money to my local trail 
maintenance/builders.

I will be reading Toldot from Genesis Chapter 27 and 28. It 
focuses on sibling rivalry, parental favoritism and trickery. My 
d'rash explores how trickery and distortion of truth is used to 
justify bad acts, past and present. 

Ba
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DONATIONS MADE IN SEPTEMBER 2021

High Holy Day Appeal General Fund
Rayna & Saul Arnold
Dallas Baker
Marc & Eden Bruner
Marvin Cohen & Suzy Locke Cohen
Heather Cummins
Lisa Curtis
Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg
Marianne Friedman
Noah & Carrie Garber
Reuven Glick & Marci Gottlieb
Dean Goldfein & Tamira Elul
Jon Golding & Carla Itzkowich
Steven Grossman & Jill Rosenthal
Aretha Caron Harris
Steven & Penny Harris
Brett & Robyn Hodess
Jeff & Johanna Ilfeld
Jonathan & Joy Jacobs
Gary & Faith Kramer
Eric Leve
Jerrold & Anne Levine
Mark Liss & Bonnie Burt
Albert & Helene Lobel, in memory of Bernice & Jacob 
  Lobel/ Mildred & Larry Pullman
Michael & Katherine Maidenberg
David & Deborah Meshel
Peter Miller & Bess Gurman
Barbara Oseroff
Jacqueline Palchik
Lawrence Polon & Ernestina Carrillo
David & Lori Rosenthal
Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt
David Salk & Leah Kaizer
Sally Shore
Sandra Simon
Ben Stiegler & Barbara Gross
Mera Uretskaya & Clara Bluymenkrantz
Howard Zangwill & Stacy Margolin 

High Holy Day Appeal-Endowment Fund 
Rayna & Saul Arnold
Marc & Eden Bruner
Marvin Cohen & Suzy Locke Cohen
Heather Cummins
Dan Finkelstein & Joanna Berg
Reuven Glick & Marci Gottlieb
Jon Golding & Carla Itzkowich
Steven Grossman & Jill Rosenthal
Steven & Penny Harris
Brett & Robyn Hodess
Jeff & Johanna Ilfeld
Jonathan & Joy Jacobs
Gary & Faith Kramer
Eric Leve
Jerrold & Anne Levine
Mark Liss & Bonnie Burt
Michael & Katherine Maidenberg
Peter Miller & Bess Gurman
Barbara Oseroff
Jacqueline Palchik
Lawrence Polon & Ernestina Carrillo
Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt
David Salk & Leah Kaizer
Sandra Simon
Ben Stiegler & Barbara Gross
Howard Zangwill & Stacy Margolin

Temple Beth Abraham General Fund
Harvey & Fran Blatter, in memory of Harry Tuman
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Isaac Naggar
Libby Hertz, in memory of Sidney Hertz
Larry Miller & Mary Kelly, in memory of Anne Miller
Misia Nudler, in memory of Harold Nudler
Michael & Barbara Rose, in memory of Simmie Baum
Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in memory of Edith 
Denenberg, mother of Barbara Oseroff

Mark & Rita Roytfeld, in memory of our loves gone
Lisa Strongin & Maxine Epperson, in memory of Pearl 
Maxine Epperson

Gerald Jay Wolfe, in honor of Cantor Richard Kaplan

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

WEEKLY TEXT STUDY with Rabbi Bloom
Wednesdays at 9am  

Contact rabbibloom@tbaoakland.org 
for the location

MORNING MINYAN
Monday and Thursdays at 8am in the TBA Sanctuary. 

No RSVP - just join the group

Donations, cont. on page 16
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DONATIONS

It is a Jewish tradition to give contributions to  
commemorate life cycle events and other occasions. 
These tax-deductible donations are greatly appreciated 
and are a vital financial supplement to support the 
variety of programs and activities that we offer.
Thanks again for your support! We could not do it 
without you!

FUND CONTRIBUTION FORM
This contribution of $ ___________  is  
(check one)  ___  in Memory of  ___  in Honor of:
(Name) _________________________________________
Acknowledge________________________________
From: _____________________________________ 
To: ________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________
Please credit the fund checked below: 

☐ Temple Beth Abraham General Fund

☐ Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund

☐ Rabbi Bloom Discretionary Fund

☐ Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund

☐ Gan Avraham Discretionary Fund

☐ Burton Polse Kiddush Fund

☐ Minyan Fund

☐ Yom HaShoah Fund

☐ Jack and Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund

☐ Building Fund/Next Big Thing/Davis Courtyard

☐ Prayer Book Fund

☐ Rabbi Ralph DeKoven Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund

☐ Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship Fund

☐ Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach Fund

☐ Danielle and Deren Rehr-Davis Teen Fund

☐ Harold Rubel Memorial Music Fund

☐ Rosebud and Ben Silver Library Fund

☐ Pola Silver Teen Holocaust Education Trip Fund

☐ Sam Silver Playground Fund

☐ Leo and Helen Wasserman Education/Cultural Fund

☐ Stevens Landscape and Maintenance Fund

Harold Rubel Memorial Music Fund
Alan Gellman & Arlene Zuckerberg, in memory of 
Joseph & Edythe Zuckerberg

Alan Gellman & Arlene Zuckerberg, in memory of Abe 
& Marcie Jacobs

Alan Gellman & Arlene Zuckerberg, in memory of Stuart 
Gellman

Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund
Fifi Goodfellow, in memory of Moshe Marcus

Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach Fund
Jeri & Marvin Schechtman, in memory of Reba 
Schechtman

Use Amazon and TBA will receive a percentage 
Go to this link and enjoy your shopping!:

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1375793

Continued from page 15

Minyan Fund
Daniel & Anne Bookin, in memory of Norman Bookin 
Rob Kaufman, in memory of Allan Green
Philip & Cheryl Paul, in memory of Allan Green 

Yom HaShoa Fund
Leon & Judy Bloomfield, in memory of Eva Klein David

Rabbi Ralph DeKoven Camp Ramah Scholarship 
Fund
Elinor DeKoven, in memory of Deena Aerenson

Rabbi Bloom Discretionary Fund
Harriet Bloom, in memory of Blossom Goldfarb
Linda Casson-Nudell & Rabbi George Nudell, in memory 
of Arthur Casson

Keith & Marlene Dines, in honor of our new grand 
children, Joseph Erving and Juliet Florence

Edward & Miriam Landesman, in honor of the high holi-
days

Jerrold & Anne Levine, in memory of Edna Levine 
Lisa Ludwig
Philip & Cheryl Paul, in honor of Rabbi's kindness for 
Allan Green

Marvin & Sandy Schotland, in memory of Aviva 
Schotland

Jerome & Beverly Turchin, in appreciation of Rabbi
 Bloom for Hannah's naming
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LIFE CYCLE

A LEGACY GIFT LASTS FOREVER
Include TBA in your Estate Planning so that your message to your family is loud and clear:

“The existence of Temple Beth Abraham is important to me and for the future of Jews in Oakland.”

Contact TBA’s Executive Director Rayna Arnold 
for further details  

(510) 832-0936 or rayna@tbaoakland.org.

You are never too young to plan for the future! 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE 
Anyone wishing to purchase a memorial plaque, please contact the synagogue office at (510) 832-0936.  

If you do not know the location of a Memorial Plaque for your loved one, simply find the Memorial Plaque binder 
located on the back table in the Sanctuary. This book lists all Plaques in alphabetical order by the last name of the 

deceased and will be updated as new Plaques are hung. Please do not remove the binder from the Sanctuary. 

Temple Beth Abraham Temple Beth Abraham Temple Beth Abraham 
AcceptsAcceptsAccepts   

Vehicle DonationsVehicle DonationsVehicle Donations   

WHY Donate:WHY Donate:WHY Donate:   
 Recycling your car saves energy and natural resources. 

 Proceeds from the sale of your car help support TBA.

 Your donation is tax-deductible even if it’s not running!

CONTACT: CONTACT: CONTACT: Rayna@TBAoakland.org  

or call the TBA office 510-832-0936 

WHAT can you donate:WHAT can you donate:WHAT can you donate:   
Cars, Trucks, Boats, Motorcycles and RV’s  

Free Pick up & DMV processing!! 

A Note to New Members: 
We would like to introduce you to 
the TBA community in an upcoming 
newsletter. Please send a short intro-
duction of you and your family, with a 
digital photo, to omer@tbaoakland.org. 
Thanks!

 Mazel Tov to: 
David & Rachel Chaitt on the birth of their daughter, Sadie Roses
Mitch Rodricks & Tamara Miller on the birth of their daughter, Maya Rachel

Welcome New Members Todd & Victoria Carlisle, and  
children Jack, Margot, & Lucinda
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LIFE CYCLES

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

November Yahrziets

26 CHESHVAN - 
1 KISLEV
November 1 - 5
Edith Bloch
Joseph Bloch
Sophie Casson
Myer Cohen
Alfonse Feibelman
Samuel Felberbaum
Joseph Malnick
Max Pactor
Hezghia Saidian
Edith Tabak
Geraldine Turchen
Rose Kontrovich
Henrietta Cherry
Morris Isaacson
Peter Lipman
Arthur Myers
Samuel Ash
Sam Clar
Sarah Epstein
Irene Elizabeth Flick
Marvin Goldberg
Beatrice Kaufman Levee
Helmut Stein
Sara Stevens Zorowitz
Stanley Hershman
Patricia Nightingale
Freda Rubenstein
Augusta Saretsky 

Weinberger

2 - 8 KISLEV
November 6 - 12 
Ruth Bresow Young 
Max Gershenson 
Anne Bosniak Goldberg 
Kurt Kruchinski 
Helen Moskowitz 
Janice Thompson 
Esther DeKoven 
Charlene Eberhart 
Mary Feltman 
Sonia Greenberg

Gil Hersh
Pearl Kasdan Jonas
Samuel Kaplan
Joseph Landowitz
Marietta Wulff
Esther Dubrow
Adeline Frances Freeman
Lola Kahane
Rebecca Kerns
Joseph Okh
Edes Olszak
Gitman Olszak
Ben Shane
Robert Zuckerberg
Paul Hertz
Max Gevertz
Suanne Claire Kasdan
Arthur Kellman
Sidney M. Levee
Leo and Esther Ramek
Abraham Shaffer
Gussie Goldstein
Isaac Marcus
Max Marovitz
Leah Stamer
Cyril Weiss
Phyllis Marjorie Cowan
June Reingold Fleck
Harry Grossfield
Judy Lerner
Herman Roth

9 - 15 KISLEV
November 13 - 19
Irma Eis
Jeanette Jeger
Sarah Lichtenstein
Eve Rothman
Stanley Rudee
Anne H. Tanner
Jacob Karwat
Mona Scharff
Ronald Abraham
Edward Bercovich
Herbert Goodman
Leon Kraft

Rebecca Millman
Esther Naggar
Sarah Leah Schneider
Alexander Kleinlerer
Mildred Pullman
Joseph Rosenfeld
Joseph Samson
Joseph Schein
Jacob Wachsman
Eva Weissman
Luben Calabio
Sandy Rosenfeld Emert
Sam Katzburg
Erwin Wallen
Eric Zielenziger
David Aaron
Harry Barnett
Irwin Bryan
Rita Heeger
Esther Nankin
Ganesane Rosenberg
Ben Silver
Wayne Stanfield
Max Davis
Richard M. Goldstone
Molva Goodman
Edythe Goodwin
Mary Hale
Max Kaufman
Leland Kugelgen
Mervin Tessler

16 - 22 KISLEV
November 20 - 26
Nina Balint
Edith Budman
Max Charlup
George Davis III
Jennie Gevertz
Adolph A. Kay
Erna Bender
Al Mendelsohn
Sylvia Reback
Kathy Roman
Helen Ida Tessler
Thelma Diane Tobin

Pierson Jacobs
Sidney M. Jr. Levee
Lawrence Rothe
Bea Tuckman
Toni W. Berke
Louis Berman
Marlene Berger Caspar
Ida Hyman
Michael Roman
Lilyan Schrieberg
Anna Shalinsky
Sam Feltman
Michael Robert Gelfand
Benjamin Holeman
Martin W. Hepps
Victorine Misan
Miriam Nudler
Samuel Rubin
Masao Kishi
Mordecai Parker
Herman "Pinky" Pencovic
Stanley Schechtman

23 - 26 KISLEV
November 27 - 30 
Richard Gutmann
Leon Klein
Phillip Mendelsohn
Arthur Nightingale
Mack Epperson
Goldie Turetz
Martha Zilverberg
Nathan Dickson
Rebecca Epstein
Rabbi Joel Goor
Booker Holton, Sr.
Sophie Kranz
Samuel Morow
Louis Robinson
Goldberg Roselyn
Esther Asher
Herbert Allen Goodfellow
Rabbi Harold Schulweis
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CALENDAR

NOVEMBER 2021 26 HESHVAN – 26 KISLEV 5782 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1  (26 Heshvan) 2  (27 Heshvan) 3  (28 Heshvan) 4  (29 Heshvan) 5  (1 Kislev) 6  (2 Kislev) 
Coat Drive to benefit 
CityTeam begins 
thru January 7, 2022 

Rosh Chodesh 
Kislev 

Parashat Toldot 
Bar Mitzvah of Cameron 
Smith 

8:00am Morning Minyan 
Sanctuary 4:00pm Bet Sefer 

9:00am Weekly Text 
Study at Rocky’s 
Brooklyn Basin 

12:00pm Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

7:00pm Beginner Adult 
Hebrew  

7:00pm BYO-AZA&BBG 

8:00am Morning 
Minyan in Sanctuary 

4:00pm Bet Sefer 

6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Sanctuary 
& online 

9:00am A Taste of Text 
Study 

9:30am Shabbat Services  
Bar Mitzvah of Cameron 
Smith. Sanctuary & online 
Childcare available  

5:47p Candle lighting 6:47p Havdalah (42 min) 
7  (3 Heshvan) 8  (4 Kislev) 9  (5 Kislev) 10  (6 Kislev) 11  (7 Kislev) 12  (8 Kislev) 13  (9 Kislev) 

Daylight Saving 
time ends – clocks 
BACK 1 hour 

Gan Closed for 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

Parashat Vayetzei 
Bar Mitzvah of Sammy 
Ragones 

10:00am Adult Ed 
with Nitzhia Shaked 

2:00pm WTBA 
Membership 
Program 

8:00am Morning Minyan 
Sanctuary 4:00pm Bet Sefer 

9:00am Weekly Text 
Study at Rocky’s 
Brooklyn Basin 

7:00pm Beginner Adult 
Hebrew  

7:00pm BYO-AZA&BBG 

8:00am Morning 
Minyan in Sanctuary 

4:00pm Bet Sefer 
7:30pm Jews in Bad 

Shoes – Men’s Club 
Bowling 

7:30pm TBA Book 
Club 

6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
Sanctuary & 
online 

9:00am A Taste of Text 
Study 

9:30am Shabbat Services  
Bar Mitzvah Sammy 
Ragones. Sanctuary & 
online. Childcare available 

10:15am T’fillat Y’ladim 

4:41p Candle lighting 5:41p Havdalah (42 min) 
14  (10 Kislev) 15  (11 Kislev) 16  (12 Kislev) 17  (13 Kislev) 18  (14 Kislev) 19  (15 Kislev) 20  (16 Kislev) 

Parashat Vayishlach 

10:00am Adult Ed 
with Nitzhia 
Shaked 

8:00am Morning Minyan 
Sanctuary 

4:00pm Bet Sefer 

7:30pm TBA 
Board Meeting 

9:00am Weekly Text 
Study at Rocky’s 
Brooklyn Basin 

7:00pm Beginner Adult 
Hebrew  

7:00pm BYO -AZA&BBG 

8:00am Morning 
Minyan in Sanctuary 

4:00pm Bet Sefer 
7:00pm WTBA Girls 

Night Out 

6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
Sanctuary & 
online 

9:00am A Taste of Text 
Study 

9:30am Shabbat Services 
Sanctuary & online 
Childcare available 

10:15am Junior 
Congregation 

4:36p Candle lighting 5:36p Havdalah (42 min) 
21  (17 Kislev) 22  (18 Kislev) 23  (19 Kislev) 24  (20 Kislev) 25  (21 Kislev) 26  (22 Kislev) 27  (23 Kislev) 

GAN, OFFICE & BET SEFER CLOSED FOR 
THANSKGIVING 

Shabbat Mevarchim 
Chodesh Tevet  
Parashat Vayeshev 

10:00am Adult Ed 
with Nitzhia 
Shaked 

7:00pm TBA Film 
Club 

8:00am Morning Minyan 
Sanctuary 

9:30apm Rosh Chodesh 
Meeting 

NO Bet Sefer  

Gan closes at 1:00 
9:00am Weekly Text 

Study at Rocky’s 
Brooklyn Basin 

7:00pm Beginner Adult 
Hebrew  

7:00pm BYO-AZA&BBG 

8:00am Morning 
Minyan in Sanctuary 

6:15pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
Sanctuary & 
online 

9:00am A Taste of Text 
Study 

9:30am Shabbat Services 
Sanctuary & online 
Childcare available 

4:33p Candle lighting 5:33p Havdalah (42 min) 
28  (24 Kislev) 29  (25 Kislev) 30 (26 Kislev) 

Chanukkah  
1 Candle 

Chanukkah  
2 Candles 

Chanukkah  
3 Candles 

8:00am Morning Minyan 
Sanctuary 

4:00pm Bet Sefer 
with Chanukkah 
party 

5:19p Candle lighting 5:19p Candle lighting 5:19p Candle 
lighting 
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